
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 





//. // 



"^D-^. 



T 



fV /.. 



\ 








■""'^'V^' 




/^^ ffffr/>f, /^(/* 'f^t/f/^r ( 'f^i^4/yo'f/:^: 




Xi^. 



\ w: 






T 



\ 






i 



THE 

HISTORY 

O F 

LEWIS XL 
KING of FRANCE. 

In which is comprehended 

A General View of the Affairs of Europe 

during the X Vth Century ; and a clear Account of the 
true Caufes of thofe Dilputes which have occalioned 
moil of the Long and Bloody Wars that have hap- 
pened fince. 

Wherein alfo are contained 

Many Curious Particulars relating to our 
Own History, omitted or partially related by our 
Authors, in Reference to the Conteft between the 
Houfes of Tork and Lavcaften the Revolt of the 
Switxers, the Rife of the Family of Medicis^ and the 
Marriage of the Heirefs of Burgundy into the Houfe of 
Juftria^ which occafioned origmally that Quarrel which 
is the Chief Ground of the Prefent War. 
Interfperfed throughout 

With the moft Lively and Impartial Cha- 
racters of the Perfons mentioned therein, difclofing 
the Secret Springs of many Important Events, and aN 
fording a moil admirable Pidlure of the Condition of a 
Great Kingdom, when governed by a Defigning 
Prince, whofe POLICY is no other than a Compleat 
Syftcm of CORRUPTION. 

By M. DUCLOS, 

Oftht Royal Academy 0/* Infcriptions aW Belles Lettres. 

Faithfully tranflated from tke Fkencd Okioihal, 

which wat Supprefled at Parit. 

IN TWO VOLUMES. 

VOL. II. 

DUBLIN: 
Printed by Gborgs Favlkmbk, in Elfnufiritt, 

M,occ,xi.vi. 



5 Anil 



L.. i, to 



II ■ 




THE 

HISTORY 

O F 

, L E TF J S Xl. 

BOOK VL 



ALthotigh by the treaty of Pcronnc, all imt- 
ginable precautions had been 
taken to terminate the diffe- I470» 
Tcnces between the king and the duke Jprll 2. 
of Burgundy, and to provide againft fuch 
as might afterwards arife, yet it was hardly poffible 
that peace Ihould fubfift long between thefe two 
princes. They hated one another perfonally, and 
lived in perpetual jealoufies and diftruft, ftrangers to 
that efteem, which, without deftroying rivaKhip, 
ftill leaves room for fentiments of generofity. A 
fair reprefentation is often fufficient to adjuft and 
fettle the moftoppofite interefts, but peace is incom- 
patible with paflion. Thefe princes fo well knew 
how little they could depend upon treaties 5 that if 
we except thofe of Conflans and Percnnc, which 
were in reality forced, they never cared to proceed 
any farther than truces, which decided nr»thing, 
and by giving them time to breathe, ferved only to 
make their hatred bfeak out afterwards with greater 
violence. Many other obftacles of a different na- 
ture, and which depended not upon themfclves, 
contributed alfo to keep the ti at variance. The 
Eno:liih were ftill in hopes of recovering owe. 4*^.^ 
Vol. IL B v^Vix 
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what they had loft in France, and left no means 
untried to draw off the allies of that crown. The 
duke of Britany was continually employed in con- 
triving to raife up enemies igainft the king, that he 
might hinder him from turning his thoughts towards 
Britany. And the duke of Guyenne, notwith- 
ftanding the promife he had made, ftill flattered him- 
felf with the hope of marrying the heirefi of Bur- 
gundy, and at this very time was courting duke 
Charles's firiendfhip; he even wrote him a fliort note, 
which contained thefe words, endeavour what you can 
t$ content your futjeSfs^ don*t be tmeafy^ for you will 
find friends enow. The defigns of the princes were 
publick and open, but there were many particular 
interefts unknown, and therefore the more danger- 
ous. The conftable was afraid that a peace would 
diminifh his dredit and penfions, which were very 
confiderable. He received yearly thirty thoufand 
livres, befides the falary of his office, and had four 
hundred men at arms paid every mufter, without 
either comptroller or inrpe£lor. All that had com- 
panies of ordinance, were of the fame fentiments 
with the conftable, and dreaded a reform of the 
troops. And even fuch as had neither places nor 
penfions, were yet willing to keep the king employed 
abroad, left his natural reftlefsnefs of temper fhould 
put him upon making alterations at home. In a 
word, they all confpired to make the king fubfer- 
vient to their particular views, but were at the fame 
time very careful to conceal their real defigns* The 
moft abfolute princes are thereby but the more ex- 
pofed to fedudion ; th^y often obey foreign impref- 
fions without knowing it, and are fometimes per- 
fuaded to regard, as their own, the meafures tha( 
have been fuggefted to them by others. 

The conftable deceived both the king and the 
duke of Burgundy, in order to make them fubfer- 
Txent to a d^iign he had long formed> of rendering 

himfcif 
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himrdf independent. It was his ftudy to keep up a 
mutu^il jealoufy between them. Sometimes he wrote 
to the duke, that the number of malecontents in« 
creafed ilaily in France, and that by giving his 
daughter in marriage to the duke of Guyenne, he 
would foon be in condition to give law to the king- 
dom. At other times he endeavoured to perfuade 
the king that Flanders and Brabant were ripe for an 
infurreSion, and gave him hopes of being in a very 
(hort time mafter of St. Quintin. We £all fee bjr 
what means he furpris^ed that place ; yet did he not« 
according to his promife, reftore it to the king. He 
at laft drew upon himfelf the hatred of the two 
princes^ and his defigns againft the ftate proved fatal 
only to himfelf. Lewis, who never declared againff 
his enemies, till after ufing all probable 
methods to draw them to his alliance, January, 
fent the collar of the order of St. Michael 
to the duke of Britany ; but the duke declined it# 
However, fearing to be charged with having juftljf 
irritated the king by fuch an afFront, he fent hint 
word, that upon examining the ftatutesof theorder^ 
he found fome articles, which permitted not his ac- 
cepting of the proffered honour : as that he couU 
belong to no other order, nor by consequence infti- 
tute one himfelf; adding, that as he was a fove- 
reign prince, he could not bring himfelf under the 
fame engagements with an ordinary knight. 

The king was highly offended at the duke's re- 
fufal; he aflembled the ban and arriere-ban of the 
provinces of Normandy, Poitou, Angoumois, Ro» 
vergue, and Limouiin, and made all the necefTary 
preparations as if he intended to attack Britany ; 
though in reality he had no other defign than to 
make a difplay of his forces to the ambafladers of 
the duke, who were then, at Angers. 

The duke of Britany immediately armed, as did 
the duke of Burgundy, and every thing threatened 

B 2 ^"CL 
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an approaching war; yet all thefe preparations ended 
foon after in a treaty figned at Angers, which was 
indeed no more than a ratification of that of Ance- 
fiis. But what was moft remarkable on this occa- 
fion, the dukes of Burgundy and Britany renewed 
alfo the treaty of Eftempes, made in the year 1465, 
though diredUy contrary to that which they had but 
juft concluded at Angers. 

During thefe negotiations, the young vifcount de 
Rohan, afterwards the marfhal de Gie, came and 
made an offer of his fervice to the king. It is pro- 
bable, that du Chatel, who had been guardian to 
the vifcount, brought him to the court of France. 
He went out to meet him as far as Tours, with a 
retinue of two hundred gentlemen. The king too, 
upon hearing of his coming, advanced part of the 
way, and received him with all poflible marks of 
efteem and friendfhip. Shortly after he prefented 
him with lands and penfions, and gave him hopes 
of arriving one day at the dignity of conftable, if he 
was pleafeJ with his fervices ; nay, he evein promifed 
to make him duke of Britany, if the prefent duke 
(hould die childlefs. This was enough to engage ef- 
feSually in his interefl an ambitious afpiring youth, 
of great courage and diflinguifhed birth. The duke 
of Britany was greatly mortified at the vifcount's 
retreat i he left nothing untried to bring him back, 
and finding all his attempts fruitlefs, had informa- 
tions brought againfl thofe who were fufpefled of 
being privy to his efcape. The king having thus 
concluded a treaty with the dukes of Britany and 
Burgundy, thought of nothing now, but how to 
foment the troubles in England. 

A rebellion breaking out in the northern counties, 
^Edward fent William and Richard Herbert, at the 
head of two thoufand Welfh, to quell the revolters. 
The fight was bloody, and the viftory long doubt' 
ful ; but at length Herbert's troops were sdl cut to 
jt pieces. 
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pieces. The battle of Banbury was ft ill more fatal ; 
fir Richard and his brother were both made prifon* 
ers, and their heads ordered to be ftruck oiF. The 
malecontents marched next towards Grafton, whi- 
ther the earl of Rivers and his fon John Woodvile 
had retired. The inhabitants, terrified at their ap« 
proach, delivered up the two unhappy Noblemen, 
who were immediately condufled to Northampton, 
and beheaded without any form Of law. Warwick, 
who waited at Calais the proper feafon of declaring 
againft Edward, was.foon informed of the fuccefsof 
the revolters, and feized that opportunity of putting 
himfelf at their head. 

Edward in de/pair at the defeat of his troops, and 
the cruel fate of his father-in-law, levied fome 
forces in hafte, and advanced with great fury to 
chaftife the rebels. But his prudence on this occa- 
iion was not anfwerable to his valour ; neither order 
nor difciplinc were obferved in the army ; he even 
])egle£bed the ufual preeautipns fit the defence .'of ~ 
his camp ; infbmucb, that'the arthbifhop of York, 
at the head of a choice detachment, penetrated, un- 
der favour of night, to the king's tent, and haftily 
waking him, ordered him to rife, and come along 
with him to the earl of Warwick. Edward wag 
-obliged to fubmit, uncertain as yet what fate was 
preparing for him. The earl treated him with all 
the honours due to royal majefty^ but caufed him to 
be conduced to Warwick, and thence toM iddleham 
caftle in Yorkfhire. 

As foon as the duke of Burgundy was informed 
ef what had been tranfa&ed in England, he wrote 
to the mayof and people of Lrondon, that, by virtue 
of his marriage with Edward's fifler, he was engaged 
in alliance both with him and them ; that he could 
therefore acknowledge no other king but Edward, 
and was refolved to aid him with all his forces. 
The mayor immediately aflembled the citiaens, and 
B 3 vKv^fwX'^^ 
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imparted to them the letters he had received from 
the duke of Burgundy; upon which they unani- 
moufly cried out, that they were refolved to conti- 
nue faithful to the king. Warwick, apprifed of 
the difpofition of the Nletropolis, was one of the 
firft in adviflng Edward to repair to London. He 
even went thither himfelf, and, to gain the good- 
will of the people, declared loudly, that his aim was 
not againA the king, but the errors and abufes in 
the government, of which, to add weight to his 
ipeech, he drew a very lively and ftriking piflure. 

Some writers tell us, that * Edward made his ef* 
cape unknown to the earl of Warwick, and that 
this laft not being able to prevent it, pretended it 
was done by concert* Be that as it will, we fee 
hen, by a very ftrange revolution^ and more fre- 
quent 

* The Engli/h hidorians relate £dward*8 efcape {Omc- 
what diiferently from our author. He was confined in 
MiJdleham caflle, under cuflody 6f the archbiihop of 
York, Warwick's brother, and behaved fo obligingly to 
that prelate, that he had leave, with a fmall guard, to 
hunt now and then in the park. Having gained this £rft 
point, he bribed one of his guards to deliver a letter to 
two gentlemen of the neighbourhood, wherein he pointed 
out to them what cour(e they (hould take to free him. 
The gentlemen, glad of an opportunity of ferving the 
king, aifembled fome of their friends, and lying in ambufh 
near the park, eafily carried him off. Edward now at 
liberty, made haftc to London, which Warwick, little 
expe^ing fuch a turn, had neglected to fecure. But as 
both were without forces, they could not prcfmitly decide 
the quarrel. Mean time fome peaceable lords interpofed, 
and fo ordered it^ that the matter was brought to a con- 
ference, which, inftead of having the defired effed, was 
wholly fpent in mutual reproaches. Prefently after the 
interview, both parties prepared for war. The earl of 
Warwick commiffioned fir Robert Wells, fon of the lord 
Wells, to levy troops in Lincolnfhire, while himfelf, with 
the duke of Clarence, were railing men in other counties. 



The History ^ LEWIS XI. 7 

quent in England than in any other part of the 
world, the two heads of a civil war unite in the 
capital, and feemingly purfue the iame meafures. 
Edward was fenfible, that he could not fafely under- 
take any thing againft a man, who owed his rank, 
and the confideration in which be was held, to bis 
own merit ; and did not, like the generality of 
courtiers, borrow all his luftre from the fmiles of 
power. On the other hand Warwick perceived, 
that it was dangerous to appear diflatisfied with a 
king who had the hearts of his fubjeds, and of whoai 
(to ufe the expreffion) the people had declared them* 
felves the protestors. The continual fear in which 
thefe two rivals lived of each other, ferved but to 
increafe their hatred. 

England enjoyed at this time only a Teeming 
tranquillity. The fpirit of rebellion, which by 
Warwick's influence had feized upon the minds of 
the people, was not yet wholly extinguilhed, and 
foon after broke out in the north. Sir Robert 
Wells, an officer of great experience, drew toge- 
ther fome troops, which in a ihort time fwelled to 
an army. Warwick pretended at firft to condemn 
the enterprize of Wells, and, to banifli Edward's 
fufpicions, redoubled his aflurances of fidelity ; he 
even fet out from London accompanied by the duke 
of Clarence, under pretence of going to quiet the 
rebels. Edward had no confidence in Warwick ; 
this laft ftep finrved only to render him ftiU more 
fufpeSled : however, the kins was obliged to diflem- 
ble his fears, and feem fatisned with the alTurances 
given him, as not having it in his power either tQ 
prove, or punifh intentions. Mean time the rebels 
advanced towards London. Edward fpeedily af« 
fembled an army and marched againft them*, car« 
rying along with him the lord Wells, and fir Tho« 
mas' Dynacb, bis brother- in-law, whom he had 
taken care to fecure upon the firft rumour ^ the re. 
B 4 tQU^ 
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¥oIt He received at the fame time letters front 
the duke of Clarence and the earl of Warwick, hy 
which he underftood that they were advancing to 
join him with a reinforcement of twenty-five thou- 
sand men. This news pleafed him not a little at 
£rft, but, relapfing into his former fufpicions, he 
no longer doubted that it was Warwick's intention 
to pafs over to'the fide of the rebels. He therefore 
refolved to fight before his arrival, in the foeHef, 
that (hould vi£lory declare for him, the duke of 
Clarence and Warwick, would not dare to forfeit 
their engagements ; but that if it was his fate to be 
vanquifhed, he might then bring it to a fecond trial 
with the affiftance of Warwick's troops, provided 
his promifes were fincere. Edward was flill more 
confirmed in this refolution, when he underftood 
that Wells had divided his forces, and was advancing 
with part of the army to Stamford. Inftead of weak- 
ening himfelf by detachments, he refolved to carry 
all his forces on that fide. The armies (bon came 
within fight. Edward finding himfelf fuperior, gave 
the fignal of battle, by ordering the heads of Wells's 
fiither and uncle to be ftruck off. The fight was 
bloody, but did not continue long, becaufe fir Ro- 
bert Wells, animated by a defire of revenging his 
father's death, rufhefd furioufly into the midft of the 
enemy's troops, where he was furrounded and taken. 
The rebels, thus deprived of their leader, began to 
give ground, and the king's army taking advantage 
of this favourable turn, charged them vigoroufly^ 
and made a dreadful {laughter. Upwards of ten 
thoufand were left dead upon the fpot. Edward, 
whem this viSory feems to have rendered more 
cruel, .ordered Wells and the principal prifoners to 
be beheaded : they all upon the fcafFold charged the 
duke of Clarence, and the earl of Warwick, as 
having the chief hand in the revolt. And indeed 
thefc lafi, defpairing now of fuccefs or favour, em- 
barked 
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barked with intent to land at Calais. Vauclair, a 
gentleman of Gafcony, who then commanded ia 
the town, and owed his place, to Warwick, inftead 
of giving the earl the reception he expected, ordered 
the cannon to fire upon him. The duche(s of 
Clarence was. juft delivered in the fbip of a prince^ 
and a fballop was difpatched to bring her fome ne- 
ceflary refre(hments. Vauclsyjlr contented himfelf 
with fending two flaggons of wine by a trufiy mtf' 
fenger, who had orders,, at the fame time, to telt 
the earl of Warwick from him, that he was obliged 
to behave in the manner he had done, the better to* 
lerve him, becaufe the people being devoted to £d« 
ward, would immediately have taken up arms, had 
he fuiFered him to enter the town ; that he might 
ftill depend upon his fidelity, but that he referved 
his fervices for a more favourable opportunity.. The 
duke of Clarence and Warwick, after keeping fomcr 
tin^e at Sea, fteered. their courfe for Normandy, and. 
landed at Honfleur, where they were received bf 
the admiral of France.. 

The duke of Burgundy wrote to the king and 
inhabitants of Rouen, complaining of their uStinQ 
contrary to the tenor of the treaties then fubfifting,. 
by the protection granted to the duke of Clarence^ 
and the earl of Warwick, whom he charged with 
having taken and carried into the ports of France- 
feveral ihips belonging to the Burgusdiaos and. Bri*-^ 
tons. To this the king made anfwer^ that he. was. 
far from intending to be wanting. in the obfervance 
of his treaties f that if the earl of Warwick;.! had 
feized any (hips belonging to the fubjefls of the duke;^." 
they had been already either rcftored, or retaken ^ 
but that if he thought due fatisfaftion'had! not yefr 
been given, he might fend fuch as. pretended their 
efFeds were deuined, to fearch out and reclaim them^ 
The king, in nominating the ccfmmiffiopers^.wJio 
were to fee to the reftitution of the ^SkSU daimed ^y 
BS tlw. 
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the duke of Burgundy, gave orders to acquaint War- 
wick, that it would be proper to remove his fleet 
from the mouth of the Seine, and convey it to Cher- 
bourg and Granville ; becaufe he would be there lefi 
under the eye of the conftable, who fent the duke of 
Burgundy information of every thing that pafled. 

The duke not yet fatisfied in regard to his de« 
nands, wrote again upon this fubjeS to the court 
of France. There is ftill extant a letter of his^ 
conceived in very ftrong terms, and which abun- 
dantly demonftrates with how much heat and ear- 
neftnefs he urged that affair. * It is addrefled to 
the archbi(hop ofNarbonne, and the admiral, and 
complains of new hoftilities committed upon the 
Burgundians, threatening at the fame time to make 
reprizals, unlefs fpeedy fatisfadion was given ; for 
that he wouM no longer be amufed with firivolous 
excufes and pretences. 

But it little availed what treaties the duke of Bur- 

•gundv entered into with France ; he was upon all 

"Occauons ready to break them, and join with the 

enemies of that crown. He had lately received the 

'Collar of the order of the garter from England, which 

was prefented to him, with great pomp and folem- 

nity, by Durfort lord Duras, Edward's ambaflador. 

Nay, while he was even courting the friendfbip of 

that prince, he complained of the king's officers for 

' fummoning the Burgundians to appear at the mufter 

-of the ban and arriere-ban, which he pretended was 

a iiTcA violation of the treaty of Pcronne : he, 

-Jitifaftbver, reproached the kmg with a defign of 

^ miking war upon the duke of Briuny. Lewis 

V'li- : com- 

. . , • jt§tchi*fffyiii^ fcf. VMS Amiralf hs navirej que ifous dim 
^twoir iti mis de far U Rot en cwtre les Angloisj ent ja ex- 
fbittte. fur Ta fiotte de mes fujets retoumant en mes pays : 
' mai's par S. Gevrfies fi Pan n\y pour^void^ a taide de Dieu 
-P^ pour*vebirai fans vos eongies tiy vos raifons^ ny jufiices i 
car'iUe'ifohf tropveUntmresi^ bngufsl QjiAKilEt, '29 Mai. 
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commiffioncd Guyot Pot and Courcillon to wait on 
the duke of Burgundy, and tell him, that he had 
taken all poffiblc care to avoid giving ground of 
complaint, by exprefsly forbidding his fubjeds to 
molefl: thofe of the duke ; that with regard to the 
duke of Britany, he thought it very ftrange to be 
accufed of intending a war againft him, when he 
had fo latehr figned a new treaty, to explain and ra- 
tify, that of Ancenis ; nay, that he was ftill ready to 
enter into freih engagements, provided it would tend 
to the eftablifhing of peace ; that he had in no war 
been the aggreiTor, . nor ever taken up arms, but by 
advice of the princes of the blood; and that he. 
thought it unreafonable, as well as unjuft, to urge 
againft him the treaty of Conflans, fince it was ma-- 
nifeftly a forced treaty, and what he had ever dif- 
claimed and ' protefted againft, Icannot here for* 
bear, remarking, ..that Lewis, on many occaflon9t^ 
protefted. without fcruple againft the treaty of Con- 
fllans, and yet never found fault with that of Pe- 
ronne, . at leaft during the duke of Burgundy's life, , 
though much more injurious to his honour; but 
perhaps this very conftderatbn was the caufe of his > 
acquiefcing fo jeadily. Tlie war of the public good 
was the bufmefs of. the ftate, as well as hisown, . 
whereas, had .he feemcd difcontentpd with the treaty 
of P^ronne, he might have been reproached with - 
the caufes, motives, and confequencesof it^, which * 
were not .at all to his credit. 

The embafladors added, that the duke of Burgundy 
hkd, of all others, the leaft reafon to infift fo much ^ 
upon, the treaty of Conflins, as he was the only 
prince j againft whom proteflations had . not been >. 
made, and with whom the treaty was faithfully- 
kept: that he ought to remember, he was himfelf " 
bound, by thattreaty, to enter into no alliance con- 
trary to the intereft of France; which, indeed,' was •• 
n«.inorc than what he was obliged to do by his qua- ■ 
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lity of prince of the blood, firft peer of. the realm, 
and the returns of acknowledgment, which the 
houfe of Burgundy owed to the kin^ of France. 
They put him in mind, that Philip the bold, fiis 
£reat*grand&ther, had received a grant of the 
^uchy of Burgundy from king John ; that Charles 
V* h^d, to the utmoft of his power, promoted the 
marriage of that prince with the heirefs of Flanders, 
imd, to facilitate it, had yielded to him the lord- 
ihips of Lille, Douay, and Orchies ; and that Charley 
VI, had gone in perfim to fubdue the Flemings af- 
:ter a revolt ^ adding, that thefe iervices were now 
repeated, not in a way of reproach, but to make 
the duke feniible, that it was his duty to continue al- 
ways th/e jnfeparable friend and ally of France. 

Hugonet, bailiff ot Charcrlois, was going to re- 
ply to this fpeech of the amba^dors, when the 
xluke hafiily took up the di(courfe, and told them, 
t))at if the dukes of Burgundy were under obligations 
Jtcfthc kings of France, they Had Sufficiently teftified 
their acknowledgment by the ferv ices they had ren- 
dered that crown ; nor ought the king, who har* 
boured all the criminals and difaiFe<£^ed of his fub- 
jeOsf to blame him for fending fuccours to the 
duke of Britany. 

The duke of Burgundy wrote fome 
yum 12. time after to the duchefs his mother, 
that fince the promife made of reftoring 
the effefts belonging to his fubjefis, Warwick had 
pillaged feveralFlemifh Veflels, and the French ad- 
miral fent a man to fet fire to the Burgundian fleet.. 
Charles, without examining into the truth of thefe 
reports, gave letters patents for the feizing of all the 

•French merchandize to be found in his dominions. 
His fleet, mean while, commanded by the fieur de 
la Vire, appeared oflF the cape of Caux, where it 

^was joined by that of England and Britany. 
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The baftard of Bourbon gave notice of this to 
the king, afTuring him, at the '&me time, that he 
had got together all the effe£b taken from the duke'i 
fubje^b, and was read/ to refiiore them as foon as> 
they (houtd be claimed by the owners ; that he had 
fent word of this to la Vere, who declared he would 
receive them only from Warwick himfelf, and had 
orders to attack him wherever he (hould find him ^ 
that he had anfwered, he might do it at fea, but not 
in any of the king'is ports ; and that he had writ to 
Warwick not to ftay at Honfleur, but make the 
beft of his way to lower Normandy. Several mef- 
iages on this fubjeft pafTed between the commanders 
of the two fleets : at laft, the king, fearing thefe 
difputes might occafion a war, gave orders to Bourre 
?nd Briconnet to engage Warwick to return tci 
England. 

The king's cares were fufpended for a while, on 
account of the joy occafioned by the 
birth of the dauphin Charles. This June 30* 
young prince was born at Amboife, on 
the 30th of June. Never had child been requefted 
of heaven with more ardent prayers. His birth, (o 
acceptable to France, was celebrated with u^iufuat 
tranfports of joy. Charles of Bourbon, archbifhop 
of Lyons, flood god- father, and Jane of France^ 
duchefs of Bourbon, god-mother to the dauphin. 

The king, feeing the fucceifion fecureJ by the 
birth of a fon, applied himfelf more than ever to the 
re-eftabli(hing peace and tranquility in the king- 
dom. Accordingly, he fet out for Angers, accom- 
panied ,by the duke of Guyenne and king Rene, 
that he might be the nearer at hand to give inftruc- 
tions to Dammartin and CrufTol, who had been 
fent to Nantes to negotiate an accommodation with 
the duke of Britany. Margaret queen of England, 
the prince of Wales her fon, the earl of Warwick 
and his young daughter^ all came to the king at 

Angers^ 
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Angers, where a marriage was foon after concluded 
between the prince of Wales and Warwick's daugh- 
ter. Margaret, the prince of Wales her fon> and 
and her daughter-in-law, retiring afterwards to Ra* 
ftilly, the king afEgned them officers and penfions, 
fuited rather to their rank, than the prefent conr 
dition of their affairs. 

The carl of Warwick preparing to return into 
England, notwithftanding the united fleets of Ed- 
ward and the duke of Burgundyy which waited to 
intercept him, fct fail at laft, and, favoured by a 
fog, paiTed unobferved either by the Englifh or Bur- 
gundians. The French fhips appointed to convoy 
him had orders, if they met the enemy's fleet, to 
purfue their voyage without fliopping ; but to.defend 
themfelves if attacked* 

While Warwick was preparingjtoput to fi&, the 
king,, under pretence of a pilgrimage to mount St. 
Michael, made a progrefs through Normandy. At 
his return to Pleflis he held a grand council on afl^airs 
of commerce, to which he fiimmioned two merchants 
from all the principal cities of the kingdom. Lewis 
always preferred experience and knowledge of bufi- 
nefs to dignities. The point under confideration . 
was, how they ought to behave towards the fubjeSts 
of the duke of Burgundy, who had caufed all the 
merchandize of France within his dominions to be 
feized. 

They proceeded alfo to examine, what influence 
the divifions in England might have upon the que- 
ftion before them : after mature deliberation, it was 
refolved to hold no more fairs "at Anvers, to break 
oflFall commerce with the fubjefts of duke Charles; 
and, to encourage the refort of ftrangers to France, 
the king ordained that two fairs fliould be held 
yearly at Caen, where all forts of inonev fhould be 
current, and ftrangers enjoy all the privileges of na- 
tural fubjc6is. 

Sdon 
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Soon after this, accounts came, that the duke ojf 
Clarence, and the carl of Warwick, had landed at 
Dartmouth, where they were joined by Stanley, and 
the fon of the famous Talbot, with five thoufand 
men. Warwick publiflied an order, enjoining all 
that were able to bear arms to come and fight for 
Henry, their lawful king, againft Edward duke of 
York, a tyrant and ufurper. Henry's party en- 
creafed every day, infomuch that Warwick, before 
Edward could get up with him, faw himfelf at the 
head of an army of fifty thoufand men. Edward's 
council was wholly made up of favourites ; . he em^ 
ployed in afi^airs of ftate thofe who were the compa- ' 
nions of his pleafures, and was thinking of nothing 
but hunting, and the vain purfuits of gallantry, 
when the news of Warwick's approach firft reached 
him. However, be fpeedily aflembled an army; 
but trufting the care of the van* guard to the mar- 
quifs of Montague, Warwick's brother, that noble- 
man went over to the rebels. His revolt drew after 
it that of the greateft part of Edward's army, who 
feeing himfelf abandoned, efcaped to Lynn, where 
he embarked on board three fmall veflcls with the 
duke of Glouceftcr his brother, the earl of Rivers 
his brother-in-law, the earl of Northumberland, 
the lord Haftings, and about feven or eight hundred 
men. The earl of Warwick marched direSly for 
London, and took Henry VI. out otthe tower, to 
place him again upon the throne. Accordingly, that 
unhappy prince was proclaimed a fecond time : a 
king in name, but in reality a flave, who regretted 
perhaps the lofs of that tranquillity he had tailed in 
confinement. 

When Lewis under Rood that Edward had taken 
refuge with the duke of Burgundy, he doubted not 
but his refentment againft France would prompt 
him to urge that prince to a declaration of war. 
Indeed, the particular fubje£ls of quarrel between 

the 
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the king and duke Charles were of themfelvet moie 
than fufficient ; and tfaejr were beildes exafperated 
againft each other by the malecontents at either 
court. Philip of Savoy had quitted the fervice of 
the king» and was become a favourite with Charles> 
aad John de Chalons lord of Argeuil had left the 
duke to attach himfelf to Lewis. 

Charles prohibited all commerce between his. 
fubjedb and thofe of France. The king on his fide 
concluded a league ofFenfive and defenfive with the 
Switzers againft the duke of Burgundy. He wrote 
for the Count de Dammartin, that he might con* 
cert with him the meafures proper to be taken in 
the prefent circumftances. It was refolved to fend 
cmbafladors into England, to conclude a league of- 
fcnfive and defenfive with Henry VI. According- 
ly, Lewis de Harcourt, bifhop of Bayeux, du Cha- 
tel, Meny Pcny, lord of Concreflault, Yvon du 
Fau, and Cerizay fet out, and the treaty wasfigned. 
The king declared publickly, that he had the prince 
of Wale*s fcal, and that they had jointly fworn not 
to ceafe making war upon the duke of Burgundy^, 
till they had deprived him of his dominions. 

On the other hand, the duke made all the necef- 
fary preparations, and was chiefly attentiveto pre- 
vent an union between the Englifli and French. 
He wrote to the inhabitants of Calais, and fent 
Philip de Cohimines to reprefent, that he had not 
entered into an alliance with Edward, till after he 
had been acknowledged king of England j that the 
treaty was therefore made with the nation itfelf ; 
that he was united by tics of blood to Henry, and 
would fend embafladors to congratulate him on his 
re-eftabli(bment J that he never intended to meddle 
in the particular divifions and faflions formed for 
the crown, but to confider himfelf as the ally of the 
nation and people of England ; that there was not 
even an Englifbman more zealous for the glory of 

the 
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the nation than he, and that the troops he was Ic* 
vying were only to defend his own dominions. Ht 
wrote in the fame ftrain to the people of England, 
and his letter began with thefc words ; To you, ntf 
friends* 

The duke of Burgundy fent to demand fuccours 
of king Rene and the duke of Britany, as guarantte* 
of the treaties of Conflans and Peronne, which he 
pretended were violated by the king. He likewife 
addrefTed himfelf to the parliament, urging, that 
Lewis, by lately feizing upon the provoftfhips of 
Beauvoifis, had been guilty of a manifeft infraftion 
of thefe treaties, and was therefore liable to all the 
penalties pronounced againft the breakers of them. 

The king, ftill fearing the irrefolution and un- 
fteadinefs of the duke of Britany, fent CrufTol and 
the prefident Boulanger thither, with orders to ad* 
drefs tbemfelves firft to Odet Ehidie. They endea- 
voured to make appear, that the king had faithfully 
adhered to his engagements by the treaty of Peronne^ 
though compelled to fign it, that he might recover 
his liberty, and perhaps fecure his life ; that the duke 
of Burgundy on the contrary gave every day frefli 
proofs of the little regard he paid to his promifes, m 
refufirtg to do homage for the lands he held of the 
crown, and oppofing the exercife of juftice in the 
kingdom ; that he had ftirred up the count of Ar« 
magnac to favour a defcent of the Englifll in Guy- 
enne, and feemed wholly in the intereft of that na- 
tion ; that his fole aim was to raife difturbances in 
the kingdom, and that by the mod (hocking of alt 
treacheries, he had fent a man to make an offer of 
fcimfelf to aflai&nate the duke, hoping that the king 
would liften to the wretches propoStl, and thereby^ 
diihonour himfelf and allies. 

Thcfe complaints of the krng appeared (b much 
the better founded, as he had aSually intercepted 
the duke^s letter to the £n^(h^ and thrown int^* 
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priron John Rocks^ the fellow fuborned for the 
kbove-mefitioned purpofe, whofe hiftory is as fol- 
lows. Peter Hagembac, mafter •£ the houihold to 
the duke of Burgundy, was one of thofe men with- 
out honour or principles, who are incapable of a 
finccre attachment to their prince, and not having 
ft in their power to render him any real fervices, 
are yet deftrous of making themfelyes neceflary at 
any rate. He it was that fuggefted the proje£t 
mentioned above, and to execute it, pitched upon 
one John Rocks, who had been chief of a band of 
robbers, and who having nothing to lofe, was the 
more feady to engage in any defperate enterprize. 
He was accordingly prefented to the duke of Bur- 
gundy, and received his inftrudiions* Rocks came 
to Amboife, and made his propofal to the king; 
but upon the firft mention of it was feized and fent 
to Paris T where being interrogated by la Driefche 
the prefident of accompts, he confefTed all. He was 
afterwards conduced to Meaux to be a fecond time 
interrogated by the conftable, and perfifted in the 
fame depofition before him. The parliament 
brought him upon his trial, condemned him to die ; 
but the firft prefident moved for keeping him fome 
time in prifon before the execution of the fentence. 

This affair was followed by another, which made 
no lefs noife. Baudouin,. baftard of Burgundy^ 
came to Lewis's court at the follicitation of John 
de ChafTa, who had quitted the fervico of the duke 
the year before. Charts fent meflengers to the 
king, demanding to have them furrendered up, and 
publiflied a manifefto, wherein he pretended that 
Baudouin, Chaflfa, and fome others, had entered 
into a plot to aflaffinate, or poifon him. The 
baftard Baudouin and de ChafTa anfwered the duke's 
manifefto by two papers fullof feandal and invefiive. 

Cbafla 
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Chafla reproached tke duke with perfecuting bim^ 
becaufe he had refufed to anfwer a brutal and unna- 
tural paflion ; and Baudouin pretended that Charles 
had formerly urged him to make away with duke 
Philip. Thefe particular quarrels inflamed ftilt 
more the hatred already (ubfifting between the king; 
and the duke of Burgundy. 

Lewis, to come to a final determination in regard 
to the meafures he ought to purfue, fummoned fa 
numerous an afTembly of princes, great officers, and 

?er(bns of all ranks in the kingdom, that Philip de 
!ommines confounds it with the convention of the 
eflates held at Tours in 1648. But in this he it 
miflakeni the ftates then met by their deputies, 
whereas the aflembly of this year 1470, was com- 
pofed only of fuch perfons as the king was pleafed ta 
call to it. He laid before them his iabjc£b of com- 
plaint againft the duke of Burgundy, and demanded 
whether they were not fufficient to authorize a de- 
claration of war. They all unanimoufly replied, 
that the princes, who had given their Seals to the 
duke of Burgundy, were no longer bound to adhere 
to him ; and that the king not only might declare 
war againfl him, but that the fupport of the laws, 
and the feeurity of the kingdom, even required it i 
thus war was refolved on. 

The king was at this time in peace with all hii 
neighbours i he was fure of the confent of the prin- 
ces, and had nothing to fear from intrigues within 
the kingdom. The duke of Burgundy had in vain 
fent to king Rene, and the duke of Prkany,. to 
come and join him ; he could no Ipnger hope for ai^ 
iiflance from England, after giving Edward a retreat 
at his court. Altho* thefe circumflapces were fa- 
vourable for the king, he was yet unwilling to come 
to an open rupture, and therefore contented himfelf 
with fending the conflable and the marfhal Rouault 
to the frontiers of Picard/i to maintain a fecret inr 

tcllig^etice 
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diligence- with the duke's fubje(Sb, and draw them 
over to him : a difhonourable proceeding, and 
which, in its confequences, might prove more dan- 
gerous than an open war. 

Much about the fame time, qcreen Margaret came 
to Paris, attended by the princefs of Wales, and 
the countefs of Warwick. She was received there 
with all the honours that could have been paid to a 
queen of Francc,^ The whole court feemed to rival 
6ne another in expreffing their regard for a princefs, 
who had frequently no other titles but her virtue 
and misfortunes. 

The king, not having fucceeded in his defign of 
marrying the duke of Guyenne to Ifabella infanta 
of Caflile, fent to demand the princefs Jane, king 
Henry's daughter, arid niece to Ifabella. The car- 
dinal d'Alby, and the fire de Torcy, had been 
charged to make the firft pcopofal, and were now 
again nominated to treat of this marriage. Oliver 
le Roux, mafter of accompts, was fent with them, 
and the duke of Guyenne empowered the count of 
Boulogne to efpoufe the princefs of Caftile in hxs; 
same. 

The ambafladors arrived at Medina del Campo, 
where they were received with particular marks of 
diftin£tion. The cardinal d'Alby, at his firft au- 
dience, fpofce with fo little rcfpc£l to the princefs 
Ifabella, that his behaviour gave great offence. But 
jkbe king of Caftile, who was far from being con- 
tented with his fifter, did not feem difpleafed at the 
card inal*3 freedom; he replied, in the moft obliging 
terms^ and nominated the archbiihop of Sevile, the 
biihop of Siguenca, and John Pacheco, marquis of 
Villena, grand-mafter of the order of St. James, 
who were all in the interefl of France, to treat with, 
the ambafladors. 

When the marriiage-articres were fettled, the court 
femoved to a village called ^ St* James's Field, near 

Bultrago, 
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Bultrago, whither the queen carried the princefs» 
her daughter. There the king caufed a- paper ^ 
be read, containing the grounds of his difcontenjt 
Vi'ith his fifter ; alfo an ad: annulling that by which 
Ifabella had been formerly acknowledged heirefs of 
the kingdoms of Caftile and Leon. King Henry, 
and Jane his queen, both fwore, that the princefi 
Jane was their daughter, and publifhed a declaration 
divefting Ifabella of all her rights, with a ftriS: 
charge, at the fame time, to treat her no longer as 
princefs of Caftile. The cardinal d'Alby read aftcr*- 
wards a bull of pope Paul II. by which thofe who 
bad taken the oath to Ifabella, were abfolved from 
their engagements. AU prefent fwore not to ac- 
knowledge any other princefs than Jane, the daugh- 
ter of the king and queen. The fame day the mar- 
riage-ceremony was performed, and the count de 
Boulogne, as proxy for the duke of Guyenne, gave 
his hand to the princefs. 

This vain parade did not diminifh the party of 
Ifabella and Perdinand, infomuch that the king 
of Caftile fent the protanotary don Lewis Gonzales 
d'Alienca into France, to requeftLewisXI. to ra- 
tify the duke of Guyenne's marriage, and fend that 
prince immediately into Spain, with an army fuffici- 
ent to reduce the rebels, before they received fuc- 
cours from Arragon. The affair -was not pu&ed 
with the fame vigour with which it had been begun. 
This delay proceeded from the duke of Guyenne, 
who having no fixed refolution, ftill liftened to thoib 
who flattered him with the hopes of being efpoufed 
to the heirefs of Burgundy. The prince, however, 
feemed to receive with pleafure, the news of what 
had been done in Caftile, and publiihed feftivals at 
Ligournes. Gafton Phcebus, prince of Vianne, 
Lewis XI. fon-in-law, diftinguimed himfelf greatlv 
upon this occafion at a tournament, by his ftrengtn 
and agility s but after carrying the prize, in all the 
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for which he had greater occafion elfewhere. Thefe 
delays gave Dammartin time to make fome com- 
panies advance, w)iO immediately entered the 
town, and tlie citizens took-an oath of fidelity to 
the king. 

Upon this news the duke of Burgundy, not think« 
ing himfelf fafe at Dourlens, retired to Arras. Be- 
fore the furrender of the town of Amiens, he had writ 
t letter to the count de Dammartin, in which he put 
him in mind of the war of the publick good, and 
the treaties of Conflans and Peronne, which he pre- 
tended had been violated by the king : he enlarged 
greatly on what we have faid before of the provoft- 
fhips of Beauvoids, and reproached Dammartin with 
the taking of St. Quintin, and the letters he had 
juft written to the inhabitants of Amiens ; conclude- 
ing, that he very well knew, both how to defend his 
dominions, and oppofe the enterprizes of the king. • 

Dammartin anfwered him the fame day, in thefe 
terms: Mo/i high and mighty prince^ I received your 
letter J which I fuppofe was diSfated hy your council^ and 
others learned in the laWy who are nun better qualified 
for inditing letters than /, for I never made it my bufi^ 
nefs to live by the pen. He afterwards tells him, that 
he would never have engaged in the civil wars, had 
not his enemies entirely ruined him in the king's fa- 
vour ; but that fuch now was his good fortune, he 
had triumphed over calumny. I would have you to 
inoWy adds he, that bad I been on the kin^sftde^ when 
you entered into that deftru^ive confederacy ^ which you 
are plea fed to call the league of the publick good^ you 
would not have come off fo welly efpecially at the battle 
§f Mont - Cherry. He after wa rds reproaches the d u ke 
with his diflionourable treatment of the king at Pe- 
ronne : / myfelf fays he, was the caufe of that acci- 
denty by my unwillingnefs to divide the army committed to 
my care — If I write any thing that gives offence^ or pro» 
yokes you to « deftre of revenge ^ you Jhall foon find me 
> near 
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Hfiar ifiough to make you ftnJibU how Utile 1 fear eithir 
you or your army. Be as Jure as deaths that if you per" 
ftjl long in warring againfi the hing^ it will in the end 
appear to all the worlds how little you under ftand the hw- 
Jinefs ofafoldier. Thi$ letter is written hy me Jnthony 
de Chabanrtes^ count of Dammartin^ grand-mafter of 
the houhold of France^ and lieutenant -general of tie 
Ung*s armies. The fuperfcription was, 

A monjieur de Bourgogne, 
The king, the more effe£hially to fecure the cities 
thkt had fubmitted, and draw over others to his par- 
ty, wrote to the chamber of accompts, to regifter 
the charter of privileges he had granted to St. (^in* 
tin. The chamber, after raifing feme difficulties 
were conftrained at laft to yield. Lewis likewife 
interpofed his authority in a debate that was before 
the parliament, relating to fome difputes between 
their officers, and thofe of the bailiwick of Tournay, 
He told them, that he referved the decifion of that 
affair to himfelf ; and, upon their refufal to lay be- 
fore him the feveral papers and memorials, fent a 
meflenger on purpofe to bring them, and wrote 
them, that now was not a proper time of befng 
fcrupubufly attached to vain forms in regard of a 
city, which^ as it was furrounded by his enemies'^ 
might do him more mifchief, than the parliament 
would ever hive it in their power to redrefs. 

Dammartin having made his cavalry pafs the 
Somme, the king began to be extremely uneafy at 
it. His natural diffidence made him explain it in a 
manner very much to that generaPs prejudice, al- 
tho* he had but juft writ him a letter, fignifying 
how well he was fatisfied with his fervices. Dam*- 
martin juftified himfelf fully on account of the 
fcarcity of forage on this fide the Somme. He 
wrote, that it was his defign to poflefs himfelf of 
fome caftles, or deftroy them, as he had already 
Vol. II. C done 
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The duke of Burgundy obferving that his detach- 
ments were almoft every where beaten, hoped he 
might have the advantage in a general aftion, by 
the number of his troops. The king, confiding in 
the valour of his, did not decline fighting. He af- 
fembled his princFpal officers, and the old command- 
ers, who had chiefly contributed to drive the En- 
Slifli out of France. De Beuil, whom the king or- 
ered to fpj^k firft, exprefled himfelf with great 
modefty : ^iat as the tuars under Charles VIL where^ 
in heferved^ had always been managed byfmall armies^ 
net exceeding ten thou/and men^ he could not take upon 
Urn to decide any thing in regard to the operations of fo 
numerous a body of troops ; for that he dreaded dif order 
0nd confufiem^ and durji not anjwer for the event. 
The conftable fpoke next, and obferved, ^at as 
the duke of Burgundy* s army was more numerous than 
had been ufual m the late wars^ the king was Ukewife 
wider a necejjity of 9ppofing it with another proportion- 
Myftrmgir than ordinary ; that it was true the French 
-wereflill inferior in nunAer^ but this difadvantage was 
mbundanUy combenfated by the goodnefs and bravery of 
the trooffi y am^ in fine ^ that to hazard nothing rajhfyj, 
fopry ofijg mm bo ordered to give in his opinion in 
writing. *^7 ^'^^ smor^ingly delivered to the 
king, Tl)Q,^reatermimber were for fighting; but 
as thcjr did npt agree about the manner of attack- 
ing the eneniy, Lewis, fearing, the confequences of 
iojT^any different opinions, refolved not to hazard a 
general biutTe;< .He. contented himfelf with watch- 
ing the xpotipns pf ,the enem^^ falling upon their 
jdetachmrnts^ and carrying oft their convovs. This 
'condud io eftjei(9:ually diftrefled ^e duke ot Burgun- 
dy, that he was aebeffitatedf to conclude a truce. 
Nor were his arms more fuccefslul in Burgundy than * 
Picardy.^ The count dauphin of Auvergne, and 
tbeonarfhal de Commmges, had defeated Neuchatel, 
ftnd poITefled themfdves of fevend towns in Macon- 

noii 
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nois and Charolois, A truce was therefore figned 
for three months, Nicholas, duke of Calabria and 
Lorrain,* was comprehended in it, upon condition 
of withdrawing his troops from Chaftel-fur-Moftlle, 
and that the duke of Burgundy al(b recalled thofe he 
had in Lorrain. The king and duke weretoname, 
within eight days, fuch of their allies as they defi- 
red to have included in the truce. Dammartin, 
Mouy, du Chatel, and Chatillon, were named for 
f confervators by the king ; and Raveftein, des 
Querdes, Imbercourt, and Rothelin, by the duke. 
Mean while tidings arrived, that Edward had en- 
tered Yorkfhire with two tboufand men. As he 
found the country quiet, and that no body offered 
to ftir in his favour, he caufed it to be rumoured, 
in order to conceal his real defign, that he re- 
nounced all pretentions to the crown, and was only 
come to claim the private inheritance of his family. 
The city of York, feduced by this pretended mode- 
ration, admitted him with a few of his followers* 
But his affable air, his engaging forip, the remem- 
brance of his paft viftories, and his prefent misfor- 
tunes, foon gained him the hearts of all the inhabi- 
tants. The Englifli, naturally fond of liberty, and 
eafily ftirred up to fcdition, love to make kings, 
and refufe to obey them. Edward advanced to- 
wards Nottingham, and finding that his army en- 
creafed daily, refumed the title of king, without 
much troubling himfelf about the promife he had 
made to the citizens of York. Oaths feem to be 
C 3 confidered 

♦ King Ren^*8 grandfon. 

i' Inilead of chuikig, as at this day foreign princes, to 
be the guaraatees of treaties, it was ufual to name con* 
. fervators, who were always feadatories ci the contra6iing 
parties, and ftood boosd for the maf( part to declare a- 
gaioft their proper fovcreigii, if he was guilty of a viola- 
tion of the treaty, fhis coftooi waa ooferved fo late as 
the treaty of Lens. 
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confidered by fome princes as only an expreHion of 
their misfortunes, and fucceTs, as they imagine, ab- 
£>Ives them from all further obligation. 

On the firft news of Edward's landing, the earl 
of Warwick fet out from London with the duke of 
Clarence. This laft, who had abandoned his bro- 
ther to fide with Warwick, now revolted to Ed- 
iward*s party with twelve thoufand men j a beha- 
viour, which tho* fupported by a better fhew of 
jreafon, argued no lefs treachery in the author of it. 
Warwick was compelled to (hut h/mfelf up in Co- 
ventry. Edward, inflead of attacking him, 
parched direfily for London. His approach threw 
the whole city into the utmofl confufion. The wo- 
men paffionately longed for the re-eflablifbment of 
a reign, wherein they had been treated with fuch 
particular marks of diftin£tion ; and the people who 
Jjad felt only compaiEon for Henry in his misfor- 
tunes, defpifed him on the throne. In fine, the 
partleans of the houfc of York prevailing, Edward 
was received with acclamations into the capital, 
and ordered Henry to be again imprifoned in the 
tower. The king, willing to take advantage of 
the firft moments of the people's heat, always pre- 
cious in publick revolutions, returned againft War- 
wick. The two armies met in the plains of Bar- 
net, between St. Albans and London. Some of the 
beft officers in Warwick's army, were of opinion, 
that they ought to intrench themfelves, and wait 
the arrival of the prince of Wales, who was within 
a day's march. But Warwick, who had ever been 
the hero of all the parties in which he had engaged, 
could not bear the thoughts of fharing the glory of 
the vidory with the duke of Somerfet, who com- 
manded the army of the prince of Wales. Befides, 
confulting only his fury and refentment, he was 
blind to the danger, and urged by a defire of ven- 
^eance, brcatfied nothing but daughter and bk)od- 

ibed« 
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ihed. Edward advanced in the fame difpofitiony 
but with his army in good order, and already greatly 
fuperior in number. The battl^ was fought on 
cafter-day. After the firft difcharges, both fides 
clofed in, and fell upon each other fword in hand. 
For three hours the advantage feemed to be equals 
and the viftory ftill remained doubtful. The fete 
of battles does not always depend upon the general's 
prudence. The Sun beating full upon the devices of 
Oxford's troops, which were ftars with flreams, oc- 
cafioned their being miftaken for Edward's badge, 
which was a fun 5 the impetuofity of the battle con- 
tributed to this delufion, and hence it happened, 
that Oxford's men were furioufly charged by thoft 
of their own party. Warwick, who thought him- 
felf betrayed, and now defpaired of the victory, dif- 
daining to fave his life by an ignominious flight, 
rufhed among the thickeft of his enemies, courting 
death by the havock he made on every fide. The 
xnarquis of Montague followed his brother's exam- 
ple, and both perifiied overpowered by numbers. 
Warwick, was in a manner the foul of the army ; 
he fell, and they all took to flight* It was now no 
longer a battle, but a mafllacre, ten thoufand men 
remained upon the fpot, with the lofs of only fifteen 
hundred on Edward's fide. Oxford and Somerfet 
faved themfelves by flight ; but the firft was taken 
fome few days after, and beheaded. 

Whilfl Edward was returning in triumph to Lon-* 
don, queen Margaret, the countefs of Warwick, 
and the prince of Wales, received the fatal news of 
Henry's misfortune, the death of the earl of War- 
wick, and the total defeat of the army ; the queen 
was unable to bear up under fo many fudden dif- 
aflers. Her days had hitherto been a continued train 
of calamities, which now all recurring to her mind, 
made life appear unfupportable ; and that courage 
which had fo long withflood the Ihocks of fortune, 
C 4 ^c^g^sw 
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b^an at laft to fink under the prefent mighty load 
of woes. Mean while (he was not at all concerned 
for her own fate ; her virtue was fuperior to nlisfor- 
tunes,nor could a danger which threatened only ber- 
/elf, make any the leaft impreffion upon her mind ; 
but as her whole hopes and joys centered on the 
prince of Wales, the fbrlon condition to which fhe 
law him reduced, revived all the tendernefs of a 
mother, and made her lofe that heroick fismnefs, 
by which fhe had ever been fo glorioufly diftinguiflbed. 
Thus yielding to her unhappy deftiny, fhe took fan- 
fiiuary in the abbey of Beaulieu in Hampfhire, and 
thought of nothing but how to fave the prince her 
fon. But the duke of Somerfet, the lord Beaufort, 
and the earl of Dcvonfhire arriving foon after, re- 
prefented, that her party was yet ftrong enough to 
bring it to another trial, that it was neceflary the 
prince himfelf fhould appear to keep up their fpirits, 
without which they would unavoidably difpcrfe and 
fall to nothing ; and that a prince born to reign^ 
had no other choice but a throne or death. 

The queen yielding to neceiBty, put herfelf with 
the prince her fon at the head of her party^ and ad- 
vanced into Cornwal and Devonfliire, which fub- 
mitted : She was preparing to pafs into Wales, to 
join the earl of Pembroke, Henry Vlth's half bro- 
ther, when fhe learnt at Tewkfbury, that Edward 
was marching to give' her battle. She therefore 
thought proper to entrench herfelf; but Edward 
coming up, the duke of -Glocefter his brother, who 
commanded the vanguard, attacked the entrench- 
ments of the prince of Wales. The duke of So- 
merfet fallicd out to repulfe him ; but not being fup* 
ported, he was obhged to return. He rode up to 
Wenlock, who had not ftimed froin the place where 
he firft drew up his men, and reproaching him with 
his cowardice, clove his fcull with a battle-axi The 
duke of Glocefter continuing the purfuit, forced the 

entrenchments^ 
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entrenchments, and Edward's whole army coming 
up at the fame time, likewife entered the camp, * 
and made a terrible flaughter. Such as were moft 
diftinguiflied for courage, drew up round the prince 
of Wales, and fell fword in hand, 1 hree thoufand 
were left dead upon the fpot, the reft faved them* 
felves by flight. The prince of Wales fell into the 
hands of fir Richard Crofts, who at firft had re- 
folved to conceal him ; but Edward oflFering t pen- 
fion of five hundred pounds fieri ing to any one that 
Ibould bring him dead or alive, avarice got the 
better of humanity ; Crofts imagined he had fufli^ 
ciently fecured his honour, by making Edward pro- 
mife not to put the prince to death ; but hatred is 
no lefi a ftranger to generofity than avarice, Ed- 
ward ordered the prince to be brought him, and 
aiking him how he came to be ib raib, thus to en- 
ter his kingdom in arms ; the other. boldly replied, 
that as his father,grand&ther,and ereat-grandfather 
had been kings of England by right of inheritance, 
by their virtues, and by thepeople's choice, he was 

• come to take pofieffion of a throne to which he had 
the only juft and lawful title, Edward full of in- 
dignation at this boldnefs, fullied his viftory by an 
adion of the greateft barbarity. He ftruck the un- 

' fortunate prince on the mouth with his gantlet, and 
that inftant the duke of Clarence, the duke of 
Glocefter, and lord Haftings, fell upon him, and 
flabbed him. The duke of Glocefter haftened im- 
mediately to London, and plunged into Henry's 
breaft the dagger which had been ftained with the 
blood of his fon. Thus died Henrv VI. a prince 
whofe misfortunes merit compaflion, whofe virtues 
have no doubt rendered him happy in another life, 
but who makes no great figure in the lift of kings, 
Commines, Fpreftel, and Edward's letter to the 

- duke of Burgundy, aflure us that the prmce of Wales 
was flain in the btttle ; but bcfides that the barba- 
C5 lit 
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rity Ihown the &tber, makes that towards the fon 
appear the more credible, what I now relate, is upon 
the tefiimony of Habington, the author of Edward's 
life ; of Biondi, who wrote the hiftory of the civil 
wars between the houfesof York and Lancafter, and 
of a manufcript of thofe times. All three agree in 
faying, that the prince of Wales was made prifoner 
at the battle of Tewkfbury, and killed afterwards 
in cold blood. Commines and Foreftel wrote what 
Chey found in Edward's letter : and it is natural 
enough to think, that as the prince was killed foon 
after the battle, and almoft on the very fpot where 
it was fought, Edward, rather a(hamed than re- 
penting of the a£lton, endeavoured to take off from 
the horror of it, by giving it the turn above-men- 
tioned. 

The queen having been made prifoner on the 
field of battle, was carried to Zx>ndon, and confined 
in the Tower, where (he remained a prifoner feveral 
years, till at length Lewis XL ranfomed her for 
fifty thoufand crowns. 

The reft of that unfortunate party who had efcaped 
from the battle, retired into the abbey of Tewkfbury. 
Edward appeared before it, and required to have 
. them all delivered up. The abbot and monks came 
out, carrying in their hands the holy iacrame»t, 
and imploring the viftor's clemency. Edward pro- 
mifed with an oath to pardon the prisoners, but 
ever perjured and cruel, he ordered the duk« of So- 
jnerfet with fome others the principal among then, 
to be beheaded. Nothing ferves to give a better idea 
©f the genius of the Englifh, than the fuddennefs of 
thefe revolutions. Edward^ in lefsthan three weeks, 
recovered a kingdom which he had lofl in ten days. 
He was not infenfible, that in England a party is 
not entirely deftroyed by being vanquifhed : a fingle 
^ark there, is fijfficient often to raife a flame. He 
was therefore fiill in great perplexity on account of 

the 
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the carl of Pembroke, and the baftard of Faucon- 
bridge, who ravaged the country round London. 
Edward marched in perfon againft the latter, and 
furprizing him in Sandwich, ordered his head to be 
ftruck off. While the king was thus employed in 
fecuring the tranquility of the capital, Vaughan 
whom he had detached againft the earl of Pembroke, 
fell into an Ambufcade and was (lain. As this fuc- 
cefs did not put Pembroke in a condition to refifl 
Edward, he embarked for France with the young 
earl of Richmond his nephew ; but a tempeft ari- 
fing, forced them upon the coafts of Britany, where 
they were fei2^d, and remained a long time prifo- 
ners. 

The revolution in England entirely changed the 
- difpofitions of that crown with regard to France. 
The ambaffadors fent by Lewis XL to Henry VL 
had figned a truce of ten years with that prince, and 
a treaty, by which the Englifli were to declare a- 
gainft the duke of Burgundy, and furnifh France 
with a body of ten thoufand archers, who were of 
the king's own guards, and efteemed the beft troops 
in England. The duke of Guyenne was comprc* 
hended in the treaty ; all things feemed to confpire 
towards the deftruSion of the houfe of Burgundy, 
and the raifmg the king above his enemies, when 
thefe mighty projects funk at once by the death of 
Henry VL and the earl of Warwick. Lewis XL 
was afraid left Edward Ihould turn his arms againft 
him, not only from a principle of revenge, butalf^ 
with a view to keep the Englifli employed, that by 
engaging them in a foreign war, he might divert 
their thoughts from home- fed itions. 

The king, not doubting but his enemies would 
renew their intrigues, and endeavour, if poflible, 
to feduce the duke of Guyenne, prevailed with the 
young prince to come and join him in Picardy, and 
found means to detain him at court the reft of th« 

campaign. 
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campaign. He caufed all the honours to be paid 
him that could flatter his ambition, and loaded with 
Drefcnts thofe who were in greateft credit with him. 
Malicornc was at that time the reigning favourite, 
that is, in other words, the duke of Guyenne*s 
mafter ; the king, to gain him over, made him a 
grant of the barony of Medoc. 

The king being returned to Paris, left nothing 
untried to gain the good-will of the people; became 
to the town-houfe on the eve of St. John, and kind- 
. led the fire with his own hands : this circumflance 
frivolous in appearance, was far otherwife in his ac- 
count. He affefled to appear at the publick fefti- 
vals, and had obferved that the familiarity of the 
prince on th^fe occafions is more grateful to th^ 
people, than favours derived from a concealed fource, 
and which the fubjefts enjoy in a manner without 
knowing it : neither was he ignorant that copies of 
Ycrfes were handed all over Paris, reflefling upon 
him and his minifters, for the late truce concluded 
wich the duke of Burgundy, at a time when they 
might eafllv have pumed their conquefts farther. 
Thefe petulant writings, fo difrefpeftful to the prince, 
fprung more from the levity of the nation, than any 
real diiafFedion ; they failed not, however, of give- 
ing great umbrage to the king, becaufe he was 
therein juflly reproached with not having made a 
proper ufe of his advantages. In reality, the diftruft- 
ful charafter of this prince, by fuggefting imaginary 
difficulties, made him often lofe the moft favourable 
opportunities. Lewis was fenfible of his error, when 
iie underftood that the duke of Burgundy was raifing 
troops, and had -broke the truce, under pretence 
that the ftipulated towns had not been delivered up 
to him. The king, in order to obtain a prolonga- 
tion of the truce, was obliged to furrender leveral 
forts into his hands. The number of conferva tors 
were increafed on either ftde. Thefe precautions 

taken 
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taken for the fecurity of their treaties, were a proof 
how little they could depend upon them. But be- 
fides the wars which the king was obliged to fuftain 
in his own name, he was often entangled in thofeof 
other ftates. The troubles which about this time 
arofe in Savoy, gave him new caufe of difturbance. 

Philip prince of Brefle, with the counts of Ro- 
xnont and Geneva, made great complaints of the 
weaknefs of duke Amadeus their brother ; nor were 
they lefs difTatisfied with theduchefsYolande, their 
fifter-in-law, for imparting the whole power to 
Miolans, Bonnivard bifliop of Verceil, and Doloy. 
The three princes found means to ftir up a revolt 
among the people, and the duke and duchefs not 
being in a condition to reiift them, retired into the 
caftle of Montmelian. They were prefently be- 
fieged in the place, and forced to capitulate. The 
duke was conduced to chambery, and the duchefs 
to Afpremont, whence {he wrote to her brother to 
demand aid. 

Lewis ordered the count de Comminges governor 
ofDauphine, to aflcmble the arriere-ban, and franc 
archers of the province. The command of this ar- 
my was dcftined for Charles of Savoy, who had been 
bred up at the king's court; but the young prince 
dying in the mean time, the count de Comminges 
entered Savoy, furprized the caftle of Afpremont, 
fet the duchefs Yolande at liberty, and conduced 
her to Grenoble, where fhe was received with the 
fame honours that had been formerly paid to the 
king, when he was dauphin. 

But it was not enough that the king had fet his 
fitter at liberty, unlefs he alfo reftored her to her au • 
thority. He got the duke of Milan to fign a league 
•with her, and prevailed on the king of Naples, the 
republick of Florence, the dukes of Ferrara and Mo- 
dena, theSwitzers, and tbemarquifsof Montferrat, 
to accede to it, CruiTol, and Rufec de Balzac, had 

orders 
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with Mary the only daughter of the duke- of Bur- 
gundy. He knew that the chancellor of Britany, 
and the abbot of Begard *, had held a private con- 
ference with the duke of Guyenne at Orleans, and 
doubted not but the interview related wholly to this 
Marriage. 

And indeed the prince retiring* into Gujrenne, 
wrote to Lefcun, and began to put his towns into a 
fiate of defence. Mean time the duke of Britany 

Save Charles an accouQt of the difpodtions of the 
uke of Guyenne. The king was informed of this 
intrigue by Oliver le Roux, who returning from 
Spain, where he had been to negotiate the marriage 
between the duke of Guyenne and the infanta Jane, 
paflfed by the way of Mont-de -Marfan, to have a 
meeting with the count of Foix. Le Roux chancing 
to lie in the fame room where Henry Millet the duke 
of Britany's envoy had been lodged fome time be- 
fore, found feveral fragments of letters, which piecing 
together with great care, though he could not make 
out any coherent fenfe, he perceived however, that 
there was a great deal faid relating to St. Quintin, 
Amiens, alliances,^ and fecret intrigues. He fent 
them to the king, and wrote him at the fame time, 
that Edward had difpatched ati ambaflador to the 
dukes of Burgundy and Britany, to affure them, 
that he was ready ta declare war againft France, 
and propofed to fall upon Normandy or Guyenne ; 
he added, that the duke of Burgundy had intelli- 
gence of all that pafled at the court of France, and 
that the king was betrayed by fome of thofe who 
were neareft about his perfon ; that there had been 
feveral conferences between the duke of Guyenne, 
the count de Foix, Lefcun, the Governor of Ro- 
chelle,and feveral others,who had all mutually given 
their feals; that the count de Foix however pro«> 

tefted, 

* Viiiccnt de Kcrlegu, afterwards bifliop of Leon. 
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tefted, be had not given his, but complained much 
of the king, and pretended, that it was in his power 
to do him much mifchief, or the greateft fervices ; 
and that if the count de Foix was not already en- 
tered into the fame meafures with the reft, his dif- 
courfe at leaft proved, that he had fomething of that 
kind in view. The king, even before he received 
this letter from Oliver le Roux, began to entertain 
fufpicions of his brother; and to be the more cer- 
tainly informed how matters ftood, had fent da 
Bouchage into Guyenne, with orders to confer with 
Beaveau biihop of Angers, who was at that time 
with the duke. They were to aft in concert, and 
if poffiblc, difcover whether the bifhop of Montau- 
ban had been fent to Rome, to folicit the difpenfa- 
tjon mentioned above. Du Bouchage was charged 
to make known the l:ing's fufpicicr.5 iQ th? duke of 
Guyenne, and tell him, that in order to remove 
them, he muft publickly declare, he had no inten- 
tion either to demand or make u£{,x>f the difpenfa- 
tion, and that he renounced for ever the alliance of 
the duke of Burgundy, the declared enemy of France; 
upon thefe-conditions the king was willing to renew 
all the former engagementis with his brother, which 
had been fworn to upon the crofs of S. Lo. This 
crofsof S.Lo, was, it feems, the laft feal of an oath 
in thofe days, and a frequent occafion of perjury. 

Scarce was du Bouchage fet out from Tours when 
Guyot de Chefnay arrived there from the duke of 
Guyenne and Lefcun, to propofe a marriage between 
the duke and mademoifelle deFoix. The kinfy wrote 
to du Bouchage, that he was no lefs dlfpleafcd with 
this marriage, than with that of the hcirefs of Bur- 
gundy, and charged him to remenftrate openly a- 
gainft it : the duke he faid might hope for every 
thing, even a participation of the royal authority, if 
he married with the king's confent, and abfolutely 
renounced the alliances propofed to him. 
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Lewis had no fooner difpatched this letter, thaa 
he received that mentioned abo\re from Oliver le 
Roux. His uneafinefs increafed every moment ; 
he wrote continually to Bouchage^ upon every freih 
piece of advice he received ; and indeed, his fufpi- 
cions were but too well founded. The duke of 
Guyenne had figned a blank for the treaty of mar- 
riage with Mary of Burgundy ; his propofals with 
regard to mademoifelle de Foix, were only a feint 
to cover his real defign ; for he could never refolve 
to abandon the proje^i of marrying 'the helrefs of 
Burgundy, and to urge the duke to a fpeedier con- 
clufion, intimated to him, that the king offered 
him his daughter Ann of France, with Roverguc, 
Angoumols, Poitou, Limoudn, and other lands to a 
confiderable value, befides five hundred lances^ and 
the office of lieutenant-general of the kingdom. 

The duke might probably magnify the king's of- 
fers ; but it is certain JjQwIs XL dreaded nothing 
fo much as the^ jsi^rriage of his brother with duke 
Charles's daughter. The greatefl part of this year 
was fpent in negotiations. The king intimated to 
Charles, that he was fincerely defirous of living in 
friendfhip with him ; that the tranquillity of Europe 
depended on their Union, and that he faw with re- 
gret, endeavours were ufcd to create mifunderfland- 
ings between them. Charles made anfwcr, that to 
eftablifh a folid peace, he muft begin with the re^* 
ftitution of the towns unjuflly with-held from him j 
this he faid would be a proof chat he unfeignedly de- 
fired his friendfhip. 

The king readily perceived that every thing tended 
to a war, and that there was a league formed againfl 
him. The duke of Britany had forbid any fhips tQ 
fail out of his ports without convoy ; the count d« 
Foix complained of the king, and endeavoured to 
cxafpsrate the minds of the people againft the go- 
vernment; and the nobility of Rovergue feemed 

difpofed 
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difpofed to a revolt. Lewis was far from flighting 
the advices that came in to him from all parts; he 
iffued out fecret Orders to hold the troops in readi- 
nefs, without however making them quit the towns 
where tbev were quartered ; and fent Compain 
counfellor in parliament, and Raguel one of the fe- 
cretarics, ambafTadors to Sixtus IV". to prevent his 
granting a difpenfation. It was urged to the pope, 
that they flood in too near a degree of confanguinitjr. 
He was moreover informed of what had pafTed with 
regard to the prince's Appennage, which was in- 
creafed to above fixty thoufand livres, tho% by the 
laws of the kingdom, it ought not to exceed twelve 
thoufand : they added, that the duke had engaged 
folemnly by oath to renounce the alliance of Bur- 
gundy ; that he had fent the count de Boulogne in- 
to Spain to efpoafe in his name, Jane the daughter 
of the king of Caftile ; that the ceremony had even 
been performed, and that engagements of fo facred 
a nature could not be broke, without drawing oft 
an unjuft war. The king intreatcd the pope, if he 
had already granted a Difpenfation, to annul it; or 
if it was not yet granted, to give an cxprefs promifc 
again ft it. As an acknowledgment for this fervice, 
Lewis engaged, never to permit the re-eftablifhment 
of the pragmatick fandion, and offered to give his 
holinefs all the fecurity he could defire. The king 
demanded at the fame time a cardinal's hat for 
Charles of Bourbon, archbifhop of Lyons* 

The duke of Burgundy refolved now to come to 
an open rupture, had empowered the bifliop of 
Tournay, Arthur of Bourbon, and Carondelet, to 
conclude with John de Lucena, ambaiTador of Fer- 
dinand and Ifabella, king and queen of Sicily, prince 
and princefs of Caftile, a league offenfive and defen- 
five againft the king. 

The king of Arragon, Ferdinand's father, who 
had figned with Lewis XL a treaty of neutrality in 

the 
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the wars between France and the ftates of Burgundy, 
engaged himfelf, by the .prefent treaty, to declare 
for the duke of Burgundy againft France. One 
cannot enough wonder at the little feith which reign- 
ed at that time among princes. 

The duke of Burgundy having concluded and 
iigned the league, publiihed a declaration, import- 
ing, that all his eftates were henceforward exempt 
from vaflalage to the crown of France, becaufe of 
the violation of the treaty of Peronne, wherewith 
he charged the king ; he likewife prohibited his 
fubjeds from profecuting any appeals before the 
court of parliament. 

The king in all appearance knew nothing of this 
league, or the duke's declaration, which was not 
publifhed till the 2jth of January the following 
year j for he fcnt word to la Tremouillc and Do- 
riole, who were at Charleses court, to conclude die 
treaty begun with Ferry de Clugny, by which thefc 
princes had agreed to aid one another mutually a^ 
gainft all enemies wljatfoever. By. this treaty 
Charles abandoned the dukes of Guyenne and 
Britany, the dauphin was to efpoufe the heirefs of 
Burgundy ; and if it fo happened, that the marriage 
was not confumated, Charles however bound him- 
felf never to marry her to the duke of Guyenne. 
The king in like manner promifed not to give him 
his daughter, and in confideration of the treaty, 
was to reftore to the duke of Burgundy, Amiens, 
St. Quintin, Roye, Montdidier, and all the other 
towns taken during the late war. The two princes 
were moreover to receive the order of knighthood 
from one another i and it was added, that this was 
not merely a treaty of Peace, but of friendftiip, par- 
ticular eiteem, and brotherly aiFedion. 

Nothing could be more wifely projefted than this 
fcheme; but it was impoffible to eftablifh that mu« 
tual confidence which is the foul of treaties^ between 

two 
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two princes who made war upon one another more 
out of hatred than for reafons of ftate. The duke 
infifled Upon having the towns delivered up to him 
before he fent the ratification, and Lewis pretended 
that the execution of the treaty ought to begin with 
this fecurity. It was in order to adjuft the abore 
difference, that the duke of Burgundy conferred 
with la Tremouille and Doriole about the means ct 
eftablifhing peace, tho' he had but juft concluded a 
treaty dir^ly contrary to the tenour of that now 
under confideration. 

Several ways of accommodation were propofed^ 
but none agreed to : the king prefled the ambafla- 
dors to bring the afFair to a fpeedy iflue ; but the 
duke ftill found means to raife new difficulties, and 
no progreis was made. 

Whilft the duke of Burgundy was thus amufing 
the ambafladors, all the king's other aflfairs were in 
a manner fufpended, and thofe of Catalonia went 
very ill. John of Lorain had fucceeded the duke 
of Calabria in the command of the troops, which 
made war in the name of Rene king of Sicily ; but 
the army had not the fame confidence in their new 
general, as in him they had lately loft. John of 
Lorain kept always upoh the defenfive, and aimed 
at nothing farther than prefervins Barcelona, in 
which he fhut himfelf up. The king of Arragon 
mafter of the field, foon obliged Gironne to furren- 
der : the lols of this city drew after it diat of feveral 
others^ into which the king of Arragon put ga- 
rifons, who making incurfions to the very gates of 
Barcelona, kept it in a manner blocked up. John of 
Lorain ordered Guerri to attempt a fally, but being 
repulfed by Alphonfo baftard of Arragon, he efca* 
ped into the tower of Fabr^ua, where he was be- 
iiegfd. Don Dennis of Portugal fallying out at the 
bead of fix fcore troopers, and four thoufand foot^ 
to difengage Guerri, Alphonfo of Arragon advan- 
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firous to divert his fears by the multitude of projedi 
he was continuatly forming. He fent Suplainville, 
vice-admiral of Guyenne^ and Henry Maiet bailiff 
of Montfort, to prrfs the duke of Burgundy to come 
to a fpeedy conclufion : they had orders to reprefent 
all the pretended grounds of complaint againft the 
king; that it was manifeftly his defign to difpoflefr 
him of Guyenne ; that he was preparing to enter it 
at the head of an army, and in the mean time en- 
deavoured to draw him into his nieafures, by the 
Qioft advantageous offers ; (thofe namely mentioned 
above :} but that he was refolved to liften to no pro- 
pofals, and preferred the marriage of Mary of Bur- 
gundy, to all the overtures that could be made him. 
The king being informed of all the fteps taken 
by his brother, fent la Tremouille, Doriole, and 
Oliver le Roux, to the duke of Burgundy, with new 
in{lru£lion8, importing, that in order to remove all 
difficulties, it would be proper to refer the decifion 
of their differences to fix perfons chofen on purpofe; 
that he would name on hfs fide, the conftable» the 
bifbop of Langres, and the prefident BouIIapger, 
that the duke might chuie three others ; and that if 
they could not agree, the final determination ihould 
be left to the cardinal BefTarion legate in France, or 
fuch other as the fix arbitrators (hould jointly nomi- 
nate. But the duke, inftead of liftening to an ac- 
commodation, ftill perfifted in demanding the refti- 
tution of the towns taken from him.. The king 
pretended, that he had a juft title to them, and 
made a great merit of his offering to refer to arbi- 
tration, a right which he deemed inconteflible : he 
furthermore offered to prolong^ the truce for three 
months, without however comprehending in it the 
dukes of Guyenne and Britany, or at leafl without 

inferting any written article to that pur«- 
Mar. 22. pofe. The duke of Burgundy accepted 

the prolongation of the truce till the 15th 

of 
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of June, but infiftcd that the dukes of Guyennc, 
Britany and Calabria, fliould be exprcfsly mentioned 
in it. 

While thefe negotiations were carrying on at the 
court of Burgundy, the king was employed in put- 
ting his provinces in a pofture of defence : he had 
fome time before fent a herald at arms into Nor- 
mandy, to fignify to the duke of Britany, his fur- 
prize at the warlike preparations making in his do- 
minions; that he was unwilling to believe the duke 
had any intention of breaking hts engagements ; 
but that if any fuch fteps were taken, he would foon 
. make appear to all chriAian princes, which was in 
the wrong. The duke made anfwer; that he had 
never given the leaji ground for fufpeSiing his fidelity ^ 
hut always continued fleady in his engagements with the 
kingy though neither he nor his fubjeSis found any benefit 
by it : that for his part^ he granted the fame privilegif 
to the French as to his own fuhje£is^ whereas the Britons 
fuffered all manner of oppreffton from the king ; that 
their commerce was checked by unreafonable impofitions^ 
their ejlates ruined by confif cations^ their Jh'tps tahn on 
the open jeas^ and ofi times infulted in their ports : that 
the king had endeavoured to perfuade the Scots to make a 
defcent upon Britany^ and had even promifed a grant of 
that duchy to the king of Scotland, As to the warliki 
preparations of which the king complained^ he alledgedj 
that it was no more than common prudence to put himfelf 
in a pojiure of defence ^ now that the truce was about to 
expire : in this he did nothing contrary to the faith of 
treaties^ and if violent meafures were purfusd^ he knew 
hotv to defend his honour \ as was incumbent on every 
prince to do. 

The duke of Britany, after making this declara- 
tion to the heralds, charged Nicholas de Kermeno, 
and Souplainville, who had been font ro.him by the 
duke of Guyenne, to go and inform the duke of 
Burtrundy of what he had done, and to tell him at 

Vol. IL I> ^J^v^ 
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the fame time, that the duke of Guyenne had ftr^ 
two written obligations, by one of which he enga- 
ged, to caufe to be reftored to the duke of Burgundy^ 
Amiens, Roye, Montdidier, S. Quintin, and all the 
other towns detained from him, contrary to the 
treaty of Peronne ; and by the other, promifed to 
ratify whatever (hould be agreed to in the treaty of 
perpetual alliance he was defirous of concluding with 
the duke of Burgundy, upon condition that he ful- 
filled his promife relating to the marriage of his 
daughter, in which cafe the duke of Guyenne obli- 
ged hrmfelf to join him with his archers and arriere- 
ban. It appears by the in(lru£lions, that the duke 
of Britany had already made a declaration of nearly 
the fame nature to the duke of Burgundy; he added 
upon this occadon, that he was folliciting Edward 
for a body of fix thoufand archers, and prayed the 
duke of Burgundy to concur with him in this requeft. 
Lewis XI. was foon informed by a Spy he had in 
Britany, that the duke was preparing forces both by 
fCa and land, and that his fleet was already in con- 
trition to fail from the ports of Breft and S. Malo. 
The duke of Britany's complaints in regard to the 
promife which he fuppofed Lewis had made to the 
iing of Scotland, to put liim in poiTe/fion of Britany, 
' had no other foundation than a commiflion given to 
^Concreflault, , to prefsthe king of Scotland, to equip 
^s numerous a fleet as poflible, and levy what troops 
ie could in Denmark. The duke of Britany is not 
X)nce mentioned in it, though it is not improbable 
J^ewis might have defigns which regarded that prince. 
Whilft the king was thus preparing for war, be or- 
dered publick prayers to be put up for peace. As he 
was particularly attached to the worlhip 
May^ of the bleiTed virgin, he enjoined, that 

every day at noon, the falutation ihould 
bs thrice recited kneeling. This prince always reft- 
Jcfe and Cjiterpriziug, was offering up vows for 
1^ peace. 
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peace, levying troops, nogotiating, afTemUing an 
army, feeking to appeafe his enemies, and at the 
fame time holding himfelf in a readinefs for war. 
William Chartier bifhop of Paris died about this 
time i a prelate who poflefled in an eminent.degree, 
all the virtues belonging to his function, adored by 
the poor, whofe wants he relieved, and beloved br 
the people, whom he edified by his inftru£tions. it 
were to be wiflied he bad confined himfelf wholly 
to his ecclefiaftical calling, and not meddled, as he 
fometimes did, with affairs, for which he had nei- 
ther the requifite talents nor experience, and whend 
his blind zeal was apt to tranfport him fometimes 
beyond his duty. When the confederate princes 
were before Paris, he was one of thofe who coun* 
felled admitting them into the city in the king's ab- 
fence. His views tended to peace, but had his ad- 
vice been followed, the kingdom was undone. 
Lewis XI. never forgot this proceeding of the bi- 
(hop's, and as foon as he heard of his death, he 
wrote a letter to the mayor of Paris, wherein he laid 
open the grounds of complaint he had againft that 
•prelate, and infifted upon their being meiitioned it 
his epitaph. 

The duke of Guyennc began to be diffident of 
thofe who were about him. Princes ztciibt blwajts 
happy enough to have friends on whom th^y GanJse«s 
ly ; and it is but too common in their Uft momenta 
to fee them very little regarded. The-duke having^ 
required a new oath of fidelity from hie Gendfomies^ 
many refufed to take it. .His ferviaAts*aml adhe^r 
rents finding that he declined; daily, albandoned him» 
began to Caft their eyes upon the king^^ and endea- 
voured to recover hi^ favour. D'Archoac delivered 
up a place which he held for the dukp of .GMyenne, 
yet was but coldly received by the king : he had le- 
foived to be revenged on d'Archiac;, who hadbeen 
guilty of the highefl; ingratitude in quelling him,, 
D 2 %xA 
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and was now returned only out of neceffity. He 
wrote to du Chatel not to attack any fortified 
towns, becaufe they might be compelled perhaps to 
reftore them again, whereas they would all fall into 
his hands of courfe, if a peace was concluded. 
Shortly aftcr> the king perceiving that it was in 
vain to rely upon the overtures made by the duke of 
Burgundy, wrote to du Chatel and Cruflbl, that he 
approved of the enterprize upon Rochelle, promi- 
fing to be with <hem inftantly if it fuc- 
May 24. cfeeded. But the duke of Guyenne's 
death quite changed the face of aiFairs. 
That prince, by his will, owned the king for his 
heir, made him principal executor, afked his par- 
don for all the injuries he had done him, and de« 
clared that he fincerely forgave him on his fide ; 
he alfo requefted him to pay his debts, and recom- 
penfe his fervants. The executors named in the 
will, befides the king, were Arthur de Montauban 
archbifliop of Bourdeaux, Roland de Cofic his con- 
fefTor, Mechineau his chaplain, Lefcun, Malicorne, 
Roger de Grammont, and Lenoncourt. 

It was confidently pretended by fome, that the 
duke of Guyenne had been poifoned. Lefcun, ei-* 
ther defirous to remove all fufpicions from himfelf, 
or out of concern for the lofs of his matter, or ra- 
ther of his fortune, arretted the abbot of S. Jean 
d'Angrely, and Henry la Roche the prince's cook, 
both accufed of being acceflary to his death. He 
fent them into Britany, in order to be burnt alive, 
and even had the infolcnce to fpread a report, that 
the crime had been committed by order of the king. 
The duke of Burgundy publiflied a 
June 22. terrible manifefto upon this occafion : 
he accufed the king of having in the 
year.. J470, fuborned Baudouin baftard of Burgundy, 
John d'Arfon, and Chaffa, to poifon him; and 
pretdnd^d, that he had how by the like pradices 
L: : .1 compaffed 
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compaffed the death of the duke of Guyennc. H« 
charged him with the crime of high treafon againft 
the crown, the princes, and the ftate ; and main- 
tained, that it was their duty to unite all againft 
him, as a parricide, heretick, and idolater. 

As the king thought it unbecoming the royal 
majefty to make any anfwer to thefe inveftives by 
an apology, he for fomc time .took no notice of 
them ; but fearing left even his filence fhould be 
conflrued as a tacit acknowledgment of guilt, he 
appointed commifHoners to fet on foot a profecu- 
tion againft the abbot of St. Jean, de la Roche, 
with fuch others as the duke of Britany fhould think 
fit to name. The commiffioners nominated by the 
king were Helie de Bourdeille archbifhop of Tours, 
the bifhop of Lombez, John de Popaincourt, pre- 
fident in parliament, Bernard Lautret, prefident of 
Touloufe, Peter Gruel, prefident of Grenoble, and 
Roland de Cofic, originally of Britany, the late 
duke of Guyenne's confeflbr, who had before drawn 
up an indiiftment againft the criminals during their 
imprifonment at Bourdeaux. . 

The king difpatched thefe commiffioners with 
letters addreffed to the duke of Britany, the chan- 
cellor Chauvin, and Lefcun. He told them, that 
it ought to be equally the defire of all the princes, 
to^ifcover, ifpoiEble, the truth of a charge of thiai 
nature, and bring the guilty to punifhment ; that it 
was of general concern to let none of the contriver* 
and accomplices lie concealed, or eicape ; and that 
though he might juftly claim the cognizance of this 
caufe himfelf, as both the abbot of St. John and la 
Roche were fubje£b of France, and had committed 
the crime in that kingdom, yet he readily confented 
to their being tried^at Nantes ; he further requefted 
the duke of Britany, to nominate commiffioners on 
his part, who might join in this enquinr with thoAs 
lie had feht. Bcfides thefe publick inftrudiions, it 
D % -^ix 



54 Ibc History g/^ LE W I S XI. 

was in a particular manner recommended to the 
commiilioners by the king, to do nothing but in 
prefencc of Roland de Cofic, who could not be fuf- 
pedled, as having attended the duke of Guyenne in 
his laft moments,, and afterwards retired into Bri- 
tany. 

The king was defirous of having the procefs ma- 
naged in the moft publick and open manner v he 
infifted, that John de Chaiflaignes, prefident of 
Bourdeaux, who began the profecution, and the 
^rchbifhop's Vicar, fhould both be heard, that in 
interrogating the criminals, they fhould be queftioncd 
whether the king had any knowledge of the crime, 
or whether any endeavours had been ufed to induce 
them to accufe him ; and that a faithful tranfcript 
of their anfwers fhould be fent him. The commif- 
fionerstook with them two notaries, one was tocarry 
the original depofitions, and deliver them to the arch- 
bilhop of Tours, in the prefence of the duke of Bri* 
tany, to whom they were to be afterwards given by 
the archbifhop. The commiilioners had orders not 
to read their inftrudtions to the duke but in fliU 
council, and the notaries were to take down his 
anfwer in writing, and infert in their verbal pro* 
cefs, if he either refufed to concur in the procefs, or 
was any caufe of hindrance and delay. 

All thefe precautions taken by the king, have 
not been fufficicnt to fecure him againft the afper- 
fxons of calumny, or prevent fome from giving cre- 
dit to what is rcrated byBrantomQ*, who wrote 

long 

♦ Brantome was far fVom being an exaft writer. ^^ 
crowded together without choice, examination, orjudge- 
snent, all the relations he could any where pick up. The 
^efireof knowing and handing down: to poileriey, pri- 
vate memoirs aoS hiAory, is a ftrong proof of credulky 
in the cQlle^i0rft ; Ua prctoadcd phmnnfe and fimplicity 
takes wii^ (9«i r«i^fii for. we 4k ofitn apt to mi flake 

a certain 
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long after. He tells us, that he learned from ar» 
old canon, that no body had ever fufpeSled the jhart 
which Lewis XL had in his brother* i death ;. hut that 
one day, as he was at prayers at Giery, Ins fool ffuer^ 
heard him ajk pardon for the dfoth of his brother, whoifi 
he had caufed to he poifoned by the wicked abbot of Air* 
grefy. 

One cannot enough wonder at the oddnefi of the 
evidence upon which Brantomeprefumes to advance 
(o cruel an inflnuation, but in all tioies the malice 
of men has abundantly fupplied what was wanting to 
the proof of ill-natured reports. Neither is it true, 
that Lewis XL was never fufpedled of the dyke of 
Guyenne's death, Seeing the duke of Burgundy ex* 
prefsly charges him with it in his manifefto. Clau- 
dius Seiffel, the fworn enemy of Lewis XL contents 
himfelf with faying, many a^ance what yet I will not 
venture to affirm, that Lewis XL caufed his brother to 
be poifoned; butf^faristsrUHn^ thfitbo never badas^ 
eonfidence in him vmilji hf Ihtd^ andwasfar from ho* 
ing difpleafed with his death. 

Though the commiffion above-mentioned was not 
appointed till eighteen months after the duke of 
Guyenne's death (wz* the 22d of November, 147 3.^ 
yet I thought it beft to relate at once s^Il that con- 
cerns this ai&ir *. It appears fsom^ wfo^t bas be^i 

already 

a certain antiquity and obfoletenefs ef fUte, for the natii^ 
val and undifguifed in writing. Befides, but few pretend^ 
that this una§eded and iimple manner, is rather a proof 
of the fincezity of the writer^ than of the truth of the 
fa6b he relates*. 

* A manufcrJpt chronicTe of thofe times informs us, 
that Lefcun arriving in Brirany, Jprefentcd the criminals 
to the duke, with this fpeech ; in vengeance for the duke 
0f Guyenne, and for you my lord and fovcreign, who 
kave loft in him your dear^fl and beft friend, and in re- 
gard that both you and* he were my true and Hege lords, 
D 4- " Ihfice 
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already faid, that the duke ofGuyenne was poi- 
foned ; that the abbot of S. Jean d'Angrely was 
the author of the crime ; and that la Roche was an 
accomplice; but it is not fo eafy to difcover who 
were the prime agents in this dark undertaking. 
Xewis by his brother's death was delivered from 
many dangerous factions and intrigues, but it would 
be very wrong on this foundation to fufpeci that he 
Jhad a hand in it. His enemies had the criminals in 
.their own power, and it is not to be doubted but 
they would have made their depofitions publick, 
bad there been any thing in them that charged this 
guilt upon the king. The abbot of S. John was 
accufed of having poifoned the lady de Montforeau, 
and it was fuppofed to be at the inftigation of Lef- 
cun her enemy, and jealous of her credit ; but he 
could not have the fame reafon to wifli for the death 

of 

I here deliver into your hands the murderers of their lord 
and mailer, that they may be pumihed according to their 
deferts, and ferve as an example to all who have aban- 
doned themfelves to fuch enormities. -The 
which injured duke, fo little deferving of this out- 
rage and martyrdom, now calls for juftice on his murde- 
rers, and would in perfon require it at your hands, were 
it the will of heaven again to open his eyes, that he might 
fee the endeavours I have ufed t<f procure due vengeance. 
Upon which the duke anfwered, they fliall have the re- 
quital their crimes deferve, and I heartily wilh, that they 
who hired them to this ihurder, were equally in my 
power, for they fhould never efcape out of my hands, 
without giving fecurity for their appearance, nor can I 
prevail upon my{df to believe that any chriftian man 
would chufe to give fecuritv for them. ^ He then com- 
manded the criminals to be led to prifon,- and well guard- 
cd. The abbot was cQnfined in ahoufe in Nantes, which 
was guarded by Bertrand de MuiJfilac, and la Roche was 
£ent to BoufFay. After a long confinement, the abbot, 
Confcious of his guilt, and dreading punifhment, ilrang- 
led himfelf in prilon : as for h Roche, I know not what 
became of him. 
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of a prince, whofe favour he enjoyed without a ri- 
val. It is probable the duke was poifoned without 
defign, as it had not been forefeen, that he would 
cat (which in fa£l he did) the half of the poifoned 
peach prefcnted to his miftrefs. If Lefcun had em- 
ployed the abbot to poifon the lady de Montforeau, 
would he have ventured upon apprehending him i 
would he not have dreaded adifcovery ? perhaps the 
abbot, as being one of the fa£tion, committed the 
fir ft crime without a formal order, as not doubting 
but it would be grateful to Lefcun, and a fure way 
of getting into his favour : perhaps too Lefcun had 
him apprehended, only to remove from himfelf the 
fufpicion of being an accomplice, while he privately 
endeavoured to bring him ofF, or at leaft to hinder 
his making any declaration to his prejudice. It is 
indeed very lingular, that after fo great a noife made 
about this affair, the abbot ihould be kept above 
twot years in prifon, without a poffibility of proving 
his guilt, and that his accomplice (hould never more 
be heard of. *Tis pretended the duke of Britany 
ordered the abbot of Angrely to be ftrangled, being 
in fome fear left he (hould accufe the king, to whomi 
he was now reconciled. Perhaps too, the king 
having pardoned Lefcun, was unwilling to pufli 
further the examination of an affair, wherein he 
might have been found concerned. However this 
be, there ftill remains an obfcurity, which though it 
leaves no room to doubt of the crime itfelf, has 
thrown a veil over the principal authors. 

Mean time Simon de Quiogey arrived at court 
from the duke of Burgundy, to be prefent at the 
king's fwearing to the obfervance of the late treaty ; 
but as it was difadvantageous to him, and the rluke 
of Guyennc's death had changed the face of affairs, 
he refufcd to confirm it. 

The greater fliew princes make of good maxims, 

the readier arc they, for the moft part, to break 

i) 5 them. 
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them. Lewis and the duke had conftantly in therr 
Jtnouths that celebrated one of king John : If fince- 
rity and truth were baniftied the reft of the earth, 
they ought to be found in the heart of kings, and 
yet both equally fct themfelves to deceive. The 
king wanted only to draw ofF the duke of Burgundy 
from the alliance of his brother; and the great aim 
of the duke of Burgundy was to recover into his 
hands the cities of Amiens and S. Quintin. Quin- 
gey had orders to take Britany in his return, to 
prevent the duke's being alarmed upon hearing of a 
truce, which was intended only as a feint. 

The duke of Burgundy findmg that the king rc- 
fufed to ratify the treaty, took the field at the head 
of a numerous army, and encamped at Halbutcrne, 
between Arras and Bapaume. 

The king began by feizing the duchy of Guyenne. 
His brother's officers finding it their beft courfe to 
make np matters with the king, emuloufly ftrovc 
to regain his favour. Some came and offered their 
fervice, others fold it for the beft price they could \ 
in fine, all followed' the prefent career of fortune. 
The king was too wife to Jofe the prefent fevourable 
opportunity, by an ill-timed feverity, and therefore 
endeavoured to attach by kindhefs, thofe whom, \Vk 
other circumftances, he would have punifhed fe- 
verely. The fame conduct he obferved towards the 
cities;, he confirmed their privileges, and granted a 
general indemnity to all that had fided with the 
duke of Guyenne. He re-annexed to the crown 
the city of Bayonnc, at the requeft of the inhabi- 
tants ; re-eflablilhed at Bourdeaux the parliament, 
which had been transferred to Poitiers 5 pardoned 
the citizens of Pezenas and Montaignac, who had 
revolted, and reftored tranquillity to the kingdom. 

The duke of Burgundy having pafTed theSommc, 
prefented himfelf before Nefle. The governor at 
iirfl: defended it with great valour s but nnding that 

it 
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k would be impoffible to favc the place, capituliated,. 
and came out with Madam de Nefle to fettle thie 
articles. Re returned fpon after, in order to oblige 
the franc- archers to quit their military habits, ac* 
cording to the terms of the capitulation ; but the 
befiegers entering at the feme time, put all they 
met to the fword ; they even maflacred, without 
compaffion, thofe who bad tak;en refuge in the 
churches : the commandant was hanged, and fuch 
as efcaped with fife, had their hands cut ofT. The 
duke tbirfting after blood in proportion as hefhed it, 
ordered fire to be fet to the city, and beheld it in 
flames with a barbarous joy, laying. Such fruit bears 
the tree tf war. Some pretend to excufe the duke^ 
alledging that the inhabitants of Nefle killed the 
herald who was fent to fummon them to furrenderi^ 
and fired upon the befiegers during the capitulation* 
Princes have always fome about them mean and 
abandoned enough to excufe their moft unjuftifiable- 
aitions.^ 

The duke marched immediately fo Roye, and 
carried it in two days. The conftable fearing left 
the terror fliould fpread, and communicate itfelJF to 
the neighbouring towns, wrote to the king, who- 
was upon the frontiers of Britany, to come to the 
affiftance of Picardy. The king, nothing alarmed 
at the duke's Progrefs, contented himfelf witl^ 
fending Dammartin to command jointly with the 
conftable. 

The duke of Burgundy, encouraged by his firffi 
fuccefs, prefented himfelf before Beau- 
vais. Inftead of invefting it, he made yune 27. 
an attempt to take it by ftorm. The. 
inhabitants defended themfelves with great bravery^ 
and William de Valle coming up during the aflaultr 
with two hundred lances^ hafteged to the attack^ 
and by his timely affiftance, finifhed the defeat of 
the Bufgundians. Next day the marlhal Rouault, 

Cruflbf^ 
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Cruflbl, de Beuil, Torcy, d'Eftoutcville his bro- 
ther, Salazar,. Mery de Coue, and Guerin le Gro- 
iiig, all brave and experienced officers, entered the 
town with three hundred lances* The city of Pa- 
ris, fenfible how much it was interefted in the fate 
of Beauvais, fent the baftard of Rocheqhouard at 
the head of a company of crofs-bow-men, with am- 
munition of all (brts. The conftable and Dam- 
martin dividing their troops, ported themfelves on 
different fides, but. in fuch manner that they might 
jioin in cafe of neceffity. By this difpofition they 
were enabled -to fntercept the convoys of the Bur- 
gundians, to fall" upon their detachments, and by 
cutting off their fupplies of provifion, foon raifed a 
famine in the camp. The duke reduced to the ut- 
moft diftrefs by this management, refolved to give 

a fecond affault. To that end he or- 
yuly 9. dered his artillery to play upon the gate 

adjoining to the Hotel- Dieu ; and his 
troops ha-ving filled up the ditch, prepared to ffopm 
the breach. D'Eftouteville received them with 
great bravery. In the attack, which continued 
four hours, the Burgundians loft upwards of fifteen 
hundred Men, and could the Gend-armes have fal- 
licd, would probably have all been cut to pieces. 
But as the gates were walled up on that fide, the 
precautions t^ken to preferve the town, proved the 
Security of the befiegcrs. *Tis faid that only four 
fell on the fide of the befieged. This check was a 
great difcou rage men t to the enemy. Next day Sa- 
lazar fallied with a detachment, penetrated to the 
tents of the Burgundians, burnt feveral, and car- 
ried off forne pieces of cannon : he loft very few 
men in the ailion, but was himfelf dangeroufly 
Vounded, Thefe fallies, though fuccefsful, very 
much weakened the befieged. Application was 
made to the Parifians for new fuccours : the con- 
ftable wrote that the king being refolved, at all ha- 

zardii> 
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fards, to fave Beauvais, Paris ought to fend thither 
her artillery, fince the garifon of S. Qitmtin was 
already too much weakened by detaching the men 
at arms. 

Upon this a confuftation was held amongft the 
principal Parlfians, wherein it was allcdged, that 
they had already rather exceeded in their fupplics, 
it being of more importance to preferve the capital 
than Beauvais, and that the king, fatisficd of their 
fidelity, would, no doubt, approve the prudent care 
they took of themfelves. As Paris was thus un- 
able to grant any frefh fuccours to thofe of Beau- 
vais, the city of Orleans undertook it, and fent 
them powder, arms, and a convoy of provifions. 
Mean while the Parifians were providing for their 
defence, and rai fed a body of three thoufand men^ 
to be payed by the parliament, the chamber of ac- 
compts, and the city. The duke of 
Burgundy, fearing the total diftruSion July lO* 
of his army, raifed thie fiege of Bcauvais. ^ 
He committed a great error at his firft letting out, 
in not encamping between Paris and Beauvais, in 
order to cut ofF their communication. • 

The king, willing to reward the fidelity and va.- 
lour of the inhabitants of Bcauvais, granted them 
and their fuccelTors the privilege of holding Fees and 
mefm Fees^ without acknowledgment or fine. Hff 
exempted them from the ban and arriere-ban, and 
allowed them a guard of their own citizens, with 
exemption from taxes, and the liberty of chufing 
their own officers. As devotion had a great (hare 
in all the conftitutions of thefe times, the king ap- 
pointed an annual proceffion for carrying the relicks 
of St. Angadreme, to whom they afcribcd the pre- 
fervation of their city. In this ceremony the wo- 
men were to walk before the men, in memory of 
their behaviour at the late afTault, where the men 
were in danger of being repulfed, had not the wo- 
men 



62 T^^HrsTCTRY £/• LEWIS Xf. 

men come to their afEftance, headed by Jane Kb^ 
chette. This heroine appeared fword in hand upon? 
the breach, beat back the enemy, tore away the 
fiandard they were going to fix upon the wall, and 
tumbled him that carried it into the ditch. The 
king moreover permitted the women a full liberty 
with regard to ornament and drefs, which make$; 
it probable that there were then fumptuary law^ 
fubflfting ; regulating the appearance and habit of 
the women. 

The duke of Burgundy y to be revenged for his 
Ibfs before Beauvais, marched into the country of 
^Caux, deftroying all with fire and fword. He took 
the cities of £u and S. Valery, and advanced to- 
wards Dieppe ; but the confiabfe and Dammartin 
approaching, prevented his undertaking any thing 
againft that town. Difiippointed in this projed, he 
wrecked his vengeance upon Longueville, which he 
feduced to afhes, and immediately went and en- 
camped bef6re Rouen. Mean while his army was 
in want of every thing, and began to mutiny ; alt 
kls convoys were intercepted, and the garifons of 
Amiens aAd St. Quintin ravaged his country 
without oppoiition, carrying fire and fword where-* 
ever they came. 

The duke was at length obliged to retire : in his 
tetreat he took Neuchatel, and burnt feveral caflles ;. 
he laid wafte, with particular feverity, the places 
belonging to the conflable, either to be revenged of 
iim, or with a defign to bring him over to his^ 
party. The furious manner in which he made war^ 
contributed to the ruin of his army,- which could 
not any longer fubfift in a country rendered quite 
defolate. The duke abandoned his own dominions- 
to ravage thofe of his enemy ; loft many of^the beft 
officers of his army, and, after all, derived no other 
advantage from the campaign, than the title of 7W-- 
ribli^ which^ in true EAimatioB, is rather a preju- 
dice 
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dice to a prince. The count de Rouffi made war 
on the frontiers of Champagne, with the fame cru- 
elty as the duke his mafter in Picardy.. He took 
Tonerre, burnt Monfeugeon, and carried fire and 
fword into the country round Joigny, Troye, and 
Langres. The count Dauphine d*!Auvergne deter- 
mined upon reprifals, invaded Burgundy, and laid 
wafte the country in the fame mercilefs manner. 

All the letters lent to the king by the feveraf 
commanders of his troops, could not prevail upon 
him to quit the frontiers of Britany. The duke 
had lately figned a treaty with theEnglifh, in which 
Edward had engaged to makeadcfcentupon France 
in the fpring, or to fend a lieutenant-general, with 
a body of troops (iifficient to keep the ffeld. The 
duke promifed to furnifih four hundred lances, and 
archers in proportion,, to receive the Englifti into 
his ports, and to fupply them with all neceffaries- 
The king was not minutely informed of all the par- 
ticulars of the treaty ; but knowing that theie were 
defigns of this nature on foot, and not willing to be 
longer amufed with pretended offers, he entered 
Britany with his army. .Chantoce furrendered im- 
mediately, Machecou opened its gates, nor did An- 
cenis hold out long. The king wrote to the con* 
fiable and Dammartin, that he was determined to 
come to a battle, and hoped, in a very (hort time» 
to oblige the duke to hearken to reafon. He told 
them, that he would foon be in a condition to fend 
them a detachment from his army, requeued them 
that till then they would put nothing to the hazard^ 
but endeavour to harrafs the Burgundian army, and 
Fuin it, if pofiible, by cutting off alt means of fub- 
fiftence. 

The Britons beginning now to feel the evils of 
war, and feeing their commerce ruined, preiled 
their prince to hearken to the king's propofals. Des 
Effai?, governor of Montfort, and SouplainvilW 

ax^iftei: 
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mailer of the houfhoM to the duke, began a negott- 
ation. The greateft difficulty proceeded from the 
hatred fubiifting between du Chatel and Lefcun« 
The king loved the firft, to whom he was under 
great obligations, and dreaded the fecond, who 
was, neverthelefs, capable of doing him great fer- 
▼ice. This laft motive was very powerful with 
Lewis XI, however, out of efteem for du Chatel, 
he acquainted him with his fituation, and the reafons 
that obliged him to treat with Lefcun. A truce for 
a year being figned, Lefcun was reftored to favour, 
and made governor of Guyenne and Blaye* The 
dukes of Calabria and Bourbon were comprehended 
in the truce, but with an exprefs article, that their 
refufing to accept of this comprehenfion, fhould not 
releafe the duke of Britany from his prefent obliga- 
tions. The king was to pay him fixty thoufand 
livres, and reftore the towns lately taken, Ancenis 
excepted, which he was to keep as a fecurity for 
the performance of the conditions of the treaty. 

The duke of Burgundy, as much harrafled, and 
a greater fufFerer by the war, than even thofe whofe 
dominions he had laid wafte, was in like manner 
obliged to agr«e to a truce. 

Sixtus IV. defirous to reftore peace among the 
chriftian princes, fent cardinal Beflarion into France. 
This prelate was alfo commiffioned to wait upon the 
dukes of Burgundy and Britany ; but he had not 
time to put this defign in execution^ and contented 
himfelf with only writing to the two princes, which 
entirely deftroys the ftory related by Brantome *. 

Beflarion 

* Brantome fays, that BefTarion having repaired firft to 
the court of Burgundy, before he came inro France, 
Lewis XI. was greatly offended at it^ and difcovered his 
.refentmepl^.at his firil audience, in taking him by the 
beard, and^^ddrelTing him in a wretched quibble, Barbara 
^raca genus retinttU quod hah^n fohb ant ^ Had Brantome 

beea 
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BefTarion not fucceeding in his emba(ry»- died of 
grief on bis return to Rome. 

Mean while the king, willing to keep fair with 
Sixtus TV. gave orders to his ambafladors to iign an 
agreement propofed to him by the pope ; but the 
univerfity objediing to it, it was never regiftercd 
in parliament, and therefore came to nothing +. 

Galeas duke of Milan, finding that thofe who 
had been the king's moft declared enemies, novf 
fued for peace, began to be aihamed of appearing a- 
gainft a prince who had given him fo many proofs 
of friendfliip ; he offered to lend him fifty thoufand 
crowns, and renew their ancient alliance. Lewis, 
always ready to facrifice his refen tment to his intc- 
retty readily accepted the ofFer of the 
money, wrote a letter of thanks, and OSfober^ 
concluded a new, treaty with Galeas, in 
which all the foregoing treaties were confirmed, 
and whereby they mutually engaged, not to treat 
with any other prince but by joint agreement. A% 
foon as the treaty was figned, Boletto, the duke of 
Milan's ambafiador, declared to the king, that h\% 
matter made him a prefent of the fifty thoufand 
crowns he had lately lent him. The king, by way 
of acknowledgement, afTured the duke, that he 
would require him to furnifh no aid of men or mo- 
ney for three years. 

The chancellor Juvenal des Urfins died this year^ 
He had been counfellor in parliament, captain of 

thp 

been better informed, he woald have told us, that the 
king's refentment was occxfioned not only by the cardi- 
nal's being one of the commilfioners whom he excepted 
againft in the trial of Balue, but alio his prefumption in 
foUiciting afterwards a pardon for the criminal 

.+ This contrad with the letters patents granted the 
3 1 ft of Oftober for engrofling it, are to be found in 
Pinfon's edition of the commcntaire fur la pragmatiquc 
jtandlione, p. 1052, &c. 
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the Gend-armes, lieutenant of Dauphine, and bai]if 
of Sens. As he was a man of extend ve talents, that 
qualified him for almoft any office, Charles VIL 
advanced htm to the dignity of chancellor. Lewis 
XL upon his coming to the crown^ was induced 
by the ^dlion then at courts to lay afide Urfins, 
but reftored him again for the good of the ftate> at 
the end of the war of the publick good. Peter 
Doriole fucceeded Urfins. 

Amedeus duke of Savoy, died alfo this year. His 
piety rendered him worthy of being enrolled among 
the faints, but he was a prince only in name. The 
duchefs Yolande Lewis XPs fitter, who had all 
along governed in his name, was acknowledged re- 
gent after his death. This year was like wife re- 
markable for the death of Gafton de Foix prince of 
Navarre. 

The birth of Francis duke of Berry, of whom the 
queen was delivered at Amboife in the month oH 
September, would doubtlefs have been one of the 
moft fortunate events of this year, had heavea 
thought fit to prolong his life. He died the follow- 
ing year. About this time too, the queen founded 
the nunnery of Ave Maria at Paris, of the order of 
S. Francis. 

Lewis, who never foft any opportunity of en- 
gaging men of merit in his intereft, took into hi* 
fervice this year Philip de Commines, fo weH known 
by his admirable memoirs, which have been a great 
affiftance to me in the prefent work^ and whofe 
very faults have been of fervice, by obliging me ta 
fearch into the records of thefe times with greater 
care. The king immediately gave him forty thou- 
fand livres, to purchafe the lordfiiip of Argenfon of 
the fieur de Montforeau, and further beftowed upon 
him the principality of Talmont. In the letters- 
patents the king fays of Commines ; who not deter* 
red by the danger to. which- he was thereby expofedy gave 
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its intelligence of every thing for our advantage in his 
power ^ and employed his good offices fo effe^uallyy that 
by his means efpecially we efcaped out of the bands of the 

duke of Burgundy, at Pcronn e a^id has ofien 

oxpofedhi^ own life to manifijl hazard tofirve us. 

I have already fpoken of Commines as a writer in 
tbe preface to this hiftory, it reinains that I confir 
der him here as a flatefman. The motives that in- 
duced him to quit the (ervice of the duke of Bur-^ 
gundy are but little known. Some pretend that 
Commines being out with him one day a huntipg> 
when he was only count de Charolois, the young 
prince alked him to draw off his boots. Commines 
readily obeyed, whereupon the count infifted, that 
he might alfo dra'w off his. Commines was con* 
ftrained to fubmit, and the count afterwards i^ruck 
him in the &ce with the boot, faying, fcoundrely 
how could you fuffir your maftet^s fon to render you fo 
moan ajervicef from this accident, we are farther 
told» Commines was ironically fumamed la ^ko 
koHofi^ and that his refentment was the caufe of his 
afterwards abainioning duke Charles. But not tQ 
1)C mifled by fo palpable a fable^ 'tis probable that 
prudence determined Commines to quit the fervice 
• of the duke of Burgundy, as plainly feeing, that he 
had nothing to hope for from a prince, whofe head- 
ftrong prefumptipn was hurrying him on to ruin. 
But whatever motive might induce Commines ta 
dcfert his mafter*s fervice, and go over to his ene- 
my, it would be no eafy tafk to juftify him. It 
may be faki, perhaps, that it was accounted lawful 
in thofe days, to pafs from the fervice of a vaffal 
prince, to that of his fovereign, and that biftory is 
full of the underhand praSiccs of princes, to de- 
bauch one another^s fubjeits. But this is a very 
faulty way of reafoning, and founded on a cuflom 
that equally eftablifties the right of a fovereign over 
the fubjedb of his vafTaL and of a vafTal over tbofe 

of 
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of his fovercign. The laft is evidently falfe, and it 
would be very difficult to make good the other. 
Commines afted very infincerely with the duke of 
Burgund)^; the very letters patents invefting him 
with the principality of Talmont are a proof of it. 
Nor did he aft with more fidelity towards Charles 
VIII. If I examine the condufl: of Commines 
with fo much feverity, it is becaufe men of his 
charafter, who know fo well the full extent of their 
duty, are the lefs excufable for violating it. 

Commines was juftly accounted the moft dif- 
ceming ftatefman of his time : he had a great ihare 
in the confidence of two princes, to whofe perfons 
he attached himfelf, and yet was at the head of the 
government under neither. Lewis XI. knew how 
to make ufe of the fervice of men of merit, without 
admitting them to fhare his authority ; he expeSed 
obedience from them, not advice; and courted their 
friendftiip, more with a view of drawing them off 
from his enemies, than of making ufe of them him- 
felf. As for the duke of Burgundy, he was of a 
charafler too impetuous to be governed, and Com- 
mines was too wife to attempt it. There is a critical 
point of authority, to which a fubjefl cannot arrive> 
but by an enterprizing boldnefs, of which men of' 
caution and prudence are by no means capable. 
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BOOK VIL 

A CONTINUAL application to 1473. 
afFak-s of ftate, greatly impaired ^pril i8« 
the king's health, infomuch, that 
he apprehended he (hould die before the dauphin was 
of age, and began to think of providing for the 
tranquillity of the kingdom, more neceffary in a mi- 
nority, than at any other time : to that end, he 
endeavoured to gain the friendfhip of the neighbour- 
ing princes, and was thoroughly bent upon deftroy- 
ing the remains of a fadion, which if not timely 
prevented, might recover ftrcngth, and throw the 
ftate into confufion. He fent the chancellor Doriole, 
CrufTol, and Lenoncourt, to reprefent to the duke 
of Britany, that all grounds of quarrel between them 
had ceafed with the duke of Guyenne, and that it 
was now their mutual interefts to live in peace. 
The king, to convince the duke of his fincerity, or- 
dered one half of the fixty thoufand livres ftipulated 
by the truce to be paid him, furrendered up Ancenis 
to him, and conftituted him principal for negotiating 
a treaty of peace, or truce, bttween France and 
the duke of Burgundy. 

The duke of Britany now thoroughly convinced 
of the king's good difpofitions, by the letters patentf 
he had fent him, difpatched the Bifhop 
of Leon to treat of a truce with the duke Jan, 14. 
of Burgundy, in the name of the king. 
They foon agreed to confirm the former truces, and 
to conclude another, which was to continue till the 
ift of April 1474. It was moreover ftipulated, that 
if any diflFerences arofe, they (hould be terminated 
spjicably by the conferyators, who were to aflemble 

OflCC 
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to retire into the caftle. The taking of Perpignan 
.drew after it the lofs of almoft all the provinces. 
Immediately upon the news of them iferable fituation 
to which the French garifon was reduced, Philip 
of Savoy entered Rouflillon, and encamped before 
Perpignan. The king of Arragon, tho* in his 
fixty-fixth year, was neither terrified at the approach 
of the French army, nor moved by the rcmonftranccs 
of his generals, who entreated him to retire; He 
affembled the people in the church, and took an 
oath either to oblige the enemy to raife the fiege, or 
perifli in the attempt. 

Nothing perfuades more efFeflually than the ex- 
ample of the prince; danger difappears when he 
feems refolved to fliare it. The king of Arragon's 
refolution on this occafion, infpircd his troops with 
the greateft courage ; he diftributed the ports 
among his officers, and referved to himfelf a body of 
four hundred men, to affift whatever quarter fhoulc^ , 
be attacked. The French meeting with greater re- 
fifl:ance than they expefted, contented themfelves 
with blocking up the town in fuch a manner, that 
no convoys of ammunition or provifion^ could enter. 
It muft foon have been reduced by fiamine, had ne'e 
defpair forced the bcfieged upon extraordinary at*^ 
tempts of valour, A party of them broke throi^H 
the French army, and went as far as Elna for a-fufr-. 
ply of provifions. The king of Arragon gave the 
generals of the befiegers notice of the truce concluded 
between Lewis XL and the duke of Burgundy, 
wherein he was comprehended by the confent of 
both parties. But this confideration would probably 
have availed little, had they not underftood that 
Ferdinand king of Sicily was advancing at the head 
of the Arragonian army. The French, defirous if 
poffiblc to make themfelves matters of the town bo- 
fore its arrival, refolved upon a general affault. 
Four thoufand men were dutached for this purpofe, 

under 
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under the cpiumand of Antony du JLau, and Rufep 
de Balzac. The affault was made with great vi- 
gour, fix ty of the French forced their way into the 
town, but not being fupported, were cut olF to a 
npian. Next day du Lau endeavoured to intercept 
one of their convoys : the befieged, fenfible that 
their fafety depended upon it, made a bri& fa]]/, 
and fo difordered the French, who found ih^mfsiyes 
between two fires, that aU du Lau's endeavours t^ 
rally tben^ were inefie6lual. The fight was obftinatt 
and bloody i at laft however the convoy was intro* 
l^uced, and du Lau mad? prifoner. The French army 
thus weakened by fallies^ and a fictcnefs whic^ 
raged very much in it, was at length obliged to raiie 
the fiege^ and conclude a truce for three months. 
Lewis XI. was juft returned toAmboife, when he 
j'eceived the new^ of the raifing the fiege of Perpig- 
nan. His vexation at this accident was ftill farther 
jncreafed by- the knowledge he had of the intrigues 
carried oi). at the court of Burgundy by Rene king 
of Sicily, and the duke of Calabria. 

The duke of Galahria flattered himfelf with the 
hopes of marrying the heirefs of Burgundy. Rqjyp 
.pretended to diflike this project of his gran^/pn, 
though it was he himf^f tha,t Jiad fuggefted it^tji 
bim. This.condu£l was the more unjuflifiable, as 
the houfe of Anjpu was under the grisateft obh'ga-* 
tions to the king. Befides^ the duke of Calabria 
had been at two difierent times engaged to Ann of 
France,, tbe king's cldeft daughter. The contrtd 
Jftd been figned^ the dowry twice payed, and thejr 
only waited till the princefs ihould be of age, in 
order to confummate the marriage. 'Notwithftand- 
ing thefe /o facred engagements, th^ duke of Cala* 
bria was.foljiciting the heirefs of burgundy. 

The king provoked by a behaviour fo openly di^ 
refpe^ul, applied to the biibop of Chartres, and 
demanded in the name of Aan of France a moni** 

Vol. II. E tory. 
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tory, which was publiihed, and notified to the duke 
of Calabria. The king had no thought of marrying 
bis daughter to this prince, but he wanted to throw 
all the blame upon the houfe of Anjou. Though 
the duke of Burgundy had fent Montjeu, his cham- 
berlain, to fettle the articles with the duke of Cala- 
bria, it may notwithftanding be doubted whe- 
ther he a£ted fincerely ; nor can we pofitively fay 
how this affair might have ended, as the duke of 
Calabria happened to die foon after. He was fuf- 
pe£ted to have been poifoned, and one was taken up 
upon an accufation of having given him the dofe; 
fo that nothing remained but to enquire after the 
firft contriver of the crime ; however, the affair was 
ftifled, and no further mention heard of the prifoner. 
The king had little reafon to be concerned at the 
death of the duke of Calabria, but it was far other- 
wife with . Francis duke of Berry, who died about 
this time, before he had attained a year compleat. 
Lewis XL was fo affli£l:ed at this accident, that no 
body duril fpeak to him for fome time ; he received 
the news of it in the foreft of Loches, and, as a 
teftimony of his grief, ordered part of it to be cut 
down. A manufcript chronicle adds, That fuch was 
his cufiom upon receiving any had news^ to change his 
cbaths^ and every thing about him, even to the horfe on 
which he rode. Indeed the king was more diftinguijhti 
by his goodfenfe^ than any affeSfation or finery in drefs. 
The king, defirous of concluding a firm and lafi- 
ing' peace with the duke of Burgundy, fent Andrew 
de Spiritibus^ the pope's nuncio, to him. The duIPc 
l^ceived *bim with gi^at marks of refpe6i:, but no-^ 

thing was agreed on. The legate re- 
0^57. '13. turning t6 France, thundered out bis 

ecclefiadical cenfures againfl which^ever 

of the two princes Ihould refufc to confent to a 

peace. The duke of Burgundy warmly proteiled 

a^inft.this bull ; he wrote of itto tho pope, and 

i accufed 
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iccufed the legate. of partiality, Lewis, inftead of 
:omplaining agajnft the bull, which in reality had 
)een publiflied in concert with him, ordered it to 
>e regiftered; but the parliament, though defirous 
>f peace, oppofed it, reprefenting, that the means 
made ufe of to obtain if, were of dangerous confe- 
luence, and inconfiftent with the authority of the 
ciiig) and laws of the realm. 

The duke of Burgpndy, not contented with ac- 
eudng the legate of partiality, renewed alfo his com- 
plaints againft the king ; and the wair would doubt^ 
lefs have been re-kihdled with greater fury ttiaa 
ever, had not the duke, difcouraged by the little 
fuccefs of his laft campaign, be^n difpofed to hearkea 
Jo new projefts^ 

Ad Jphus of Gelders had^ for fome years, Jcept 
duke Arnold his father, ^ priforier. Arnold had 
often complained to the pope and the emperor of 
his fon's inhumanity; at length Sixtus IV. and 
Frederick III. referred .the decijion oif this. affair to 
the duke of Burgijndy. ' 

The duke relieved Arnold from his confinement, 
fcnt for Adolphus to Hefden, and gave fentencc 
much more in favour of the young prince than h^ 
had reafon to ^xpeft. The duchy of Cielders and 
county of Zutphen, were adjudged the property of 
Adolphus, referving only Grave, with a penfion of 
fix thoufanJ livres to the father. Adolphus, how- 
ever, complained loudly of this fentence, affirming, 
^hat he had rather fling his father head-long into a 
well, and himfelf after him, than confent to fuch 
an accommodation. Duke Charles, provoked at 
fo unbecoming an anfwcr, caufed Adolphus to be 
apprehended, and confined in the caftle 
jof Courtray; and, jn or^er to deprive- Sept,,i» 
him of all hopes, bought the duchy of 1442. 
Arnold for ninety- two thoufand florins. 
Arnold dying five years after, difinhcritcd his utv- 
E 2 v«oi>itoi 
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worthy fon, and con^rmed the fale of his eftates. 
Charles, willing to give this fale the moft authen- 
tick form, held a chapter of his order at Valencien- 
nes in May the following year. The chapter pro- 
nounced, that Adolphus being juftly difinherited, 
the fale in favour of the duke of Burgundy was good 
and valid, and that he had a right to take poiIe(^ 
iion of the duchy of Gelders^ and county of Zut- 
phen. . 

Charles knowing that the duke of Juliers had 
ibme claims upon thefe provinces, purchafed them 
for fourfcore thoufand florins. He ftill, however, 
met. with great oppofition from the partizans of 
Adolphus. Nimeguen coft him a long and bloody 
liege, which fo &r exafperated him, that when the 
citizens were forced to, capitulate, they could not 
obtain their lives, but at the earned follicitation of 
the duke of Cleves, and were condemned to pay the 
fourfcore thoufand crowns ftill owing to the duke of 
Juliers. He alfo fent and had Charles, the fon of 
Adolphus, feized at Ghent. It was, during the 
fiege of Nimeguen, that the pope's legate came to 
wait upon the duke of Burgundy. The duchy of 
Gelders, and the country of Zutphen being reduced, 
the duke, under pretence of a religious vow, which 
was in thofe days frequently made ufe of as a cloak 
to cover the blackeft defigns, went to Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, and thence to Luxembourg with intent to 
enter Lorain, which he had formed a projeft of 
feizing ever fince the death of the duke of Calabria. 
The king, gueffing Charles's intentions, had fent 
la Tremouille into Champagne with five hundred 
lances, and the arriere-ban and franc-archers of the 
ifle of France, to have an eye upon the duke's pro- 
ceedings, while he continued on the frontiers of 
Lorain. Yolande of Anjou, who, by the death of 
the duke of Calabria, her nephew, was become 
heirefs of this ducby^ had refigned it in favour of 

her 
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her fon Rene, count of Vaudcmont, who thereupon 
took the title of duke of Lorain. The duke of Bur* 
gundy found means to get pofTeffion of the perfon 
of the new duke ; but the king, by way of Repri- 
fals, feixing a near relation of the emperor's, Charles, 
whofe intereft it was to make that prince his friend, 
reftored the duke of Lorain to his Liberty, in order 
to induce the king to releafe the Perfon he had 
feized. 

Charles having failed in his firft pro- 
je&, endeavoured to over-reach Xene by O^. 15. 
an artful treaty. They renewed the fe- 
Ycral treaties of alliance that had fubfifted between 
their predecefTors, contented to give each a free paf- 
fage through the others eftates, and concluded a de« 
fenfive league againft the king. It was moreover 
ftipulated, that the duke of Lorain fhould commit 
the government of the towns which commanded the 
pafles, to fuch perfons only, as were willing to take 
ah oath' to the duke of Burgundy. That prince 
foon after took advantage of the treaty to march his 
troops into the county of Ferette. 

There were few princes equal in power-and ex- 
tent of territory to the duke of Burgundy ; he 
wanted only the title of king. The emperor Fre- 
derick lU. had made him an ofler of it, upon con-* 
dition that he would marry his daughter Mary of 
Qurgundy, to Maximilian, the emperor's fon. To 
that end the emperor and duke had an interview at 
Treves, where an aflcmbly was held of feveral 
princes of the empire. Charles demanded of the 
emperor, the titles of king and vicar-general of the 
empire ; and theemperor infifted upon the marriage 
between his fon and Mary of Burgundy, as a preli- 
niinary article. But as neither cared to bring them- 
fdves under the firft engagement, nothing was re- 
folved ohs and though outwardly they treated one 
E 3 another 
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another with the higheft marks of fricndfhip, thcjr 
neverthelefs parted in great difguft. 

Mean while Lewis XL applying all his care to 
the re-eftabli(hing of peace and tranquillity in the. 
kingdom, refolved upon a journey into Alen^on, 
that bv his prefence he might ftifle any feeds of fedi- 
tion, left there by the late duke. As he entered the 
town, a page and a lady of pleafure.who were fliut 
iip in the caftle, running to a window to fee him 
pafs by, pufhed down a (lone that chanced to be 
loofe. It fell fo nes^r the king as to tear part of his 
robe ; upon which he immediately crofTed himfelf, 
and falling down, kifTed the ground. He took up 
the ftone, and ordered it to be carried with him to 
mount S. Michael, where it was laid up with the 
part of the robe torn away, in thankfulnefs for fo 
narrow an efcape. At the firft noife of this acci- 
dent, the citizens were ftruck with the greateft con- 
ilercation, and expe^ed nothing lefs than to fee the 
town d^^livered over to be pillaged.. But the king 
was more moderate than they expeSed, and order- 
ing enquiry to be made, the page an4 lady werc» 
difcovered, and after a few days imprifonment 
acquitted. 

At mount S. Michael Lewis concluded a truce of 
ttn years, and a treaty of commerce with the depu- 
ties of the bans towns. 

The marflial de Comminges died about this time 
H(e was firft known by the name of the baftard of 
Armagnac or Lefcun ; he devoted himfelf to Lewis 
XL while he was yet but dauphin, and from that 
moment knew no other interefts but thofe of his 
matter. The king, at his acceilion to the crown, 
made him a marfhal of France, and count de Com- 
minges. The marflial for fome time hoped to gain 
an afcendant over the kiiig, and govern him 5 but 
foon perceiving tljat Lewis was of a difpofition to 
beftow favours without dividing, his authority, he 

had 
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had the prudence to forbear thofe rafh attempts, 
which end, for the moft part, in the difcredit of 
the prince, or ruin of the favourite. 

After the death of the marfhal de Comminges, 
the king conferred the government of Dauphine 
upon CrufTol, who enjoyed it not long» for he died 
within a month. CruiTo], always faithful to his 
prince, enjoyed a large ihare of favour, which in- 
deed was due to his merit, and never abuffd to un- 
worthy purpofes. He was fenefchal of Poitou, grand- 
mafter of the pantry to the king, and knight of the 
order of St. Michael. He was fuccceded by his fon 
James in the office of grand-mafter of the pantry. 
The government of Dauphine was given to John de 
Daillon, lord of Lude. 

The king feeing the duke of Burgundy fully em- 
ployed on the fide of Germany, prepared to revenge 
the affront which his arms had received before Per- 
pignan. He bojy^owod thirty thoufand livres of 
• John de Beaune, the dauphin's fteward, and John 
Brfconnet, fuperintendent of the finances; he pro- 
vided great ftore of ammunition, levied new troops, 
and the army under the command of du Lude, ad- 
vanced towards Rouffillon. The news of the march 
of the army, infpired the French who were fhut up 
in the caftle of Perpignan, with courage, and ftruck 
terror into the Arragonian troops. Indeed both 
were in want of every thing, and only fupported 
themfeives by the feeble condition of their adverfa- 
ries. Zurita pretends there was a fecond fiege, but 
in this he is miftaken, nor is it the only error we 
meet with in his relation, which is contradicted by 
a citizen who was in Perpignan at the very time, 
and feveral other authentick pieces. 

AU thefe preparations ended at laft in a negotia- 
tion. The king of Arragon was defirous of reco- 
vering Rouffillon and Cerdagne, which he hid 
pledged in the year 1462. Lewis XI. propofed the 
£ 4 marriage 
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marriage of the dauphin with Ifabella the daughter 
of Ferdinand, prince of Caftille, and king of Sicfl/ ^ 
in confidcration of which alliance, Lewis was to 
rcftore Rouffillon and Cerdagne to the king of Ar- 
ragon, upon payment of the three hundred thoufand 
crowns for which they had been pledged. This 
marriage was probably propofed only verbally, or 
in private letters, for it is not once mentioned in the 
treaty of Perpignan. The treaty ran, that in order 
to put a flop to murders, conflagrations, and all 
the horrors of war, the king of Arragon, and the 
prince and princefe of Caftille, king and queen of Si- 
cily on the one part, and the moft chriftian king on 
the other, have agreed to a renewal of the treaty 
made in 1462. i. His moft chriftian majefty fhall 
reftore the counties of Rouffillon and Cerdagne, im- 
mediately upon the king of Arragon's paying the 
three hundred thoufand crowns for which they were 
mortgaged. 2. The king of Aiiagon (hall name 
two perfbns, one of whom is to be chofen by the 
moft chriftian king, to a£l in his name as governor- 
general of the provinces of Rouffillon and Cerdagne, 
after taking an oath of fidelity to both kings. 3. 
His moft chriftian majefty fhall name four perfons, 
and the king of Arragon make choice of one of 
them, to be governor of the caftles of Perpignan, 
Colioure, and fuch other places as the moft chriftian 
king ft ill pofTefTes in Rouffillon. 4. The governor- 
general, with the other governors of the towns of 
the two provinces, named as guarantees of this 
treaty, fhall be difcharged from all fubjeflion to 
their lawful princes, and fufFcr nothing to be done 
contrary to the tenor of their reciprocal engagements. 
The feveral garifons fhall be fubjedt only to the go- 
vernor-general, and the reflof the troops evacuate 
the towns in their poflefBofi. 5. The provinces fhall 
be redeemed within the current year, and thegover* 
nor oblige bimfclf by oath to put the king of Arra- 
gon 
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gofi in pofleffioiiy immediate^ upon payment of the 
entire Aim, which if not difcharged before the ex- 
piration of the year^ the governor (hall reftore the 
two provinces to the moft chriftian king. 6. The 
kings of France and Arragon, with the king aiicl 
queen of Sicily, are ftill at liberty to adhere to their 
old allies, and may fuccour them without infringe- 
ment of the pre/ent treaty, which concerns only 
Rouffillon and Cerdagne. It is needlefs to repeat 
here the other articles, they being only 
precautions to fecure the execution of Sgpt. ij. 
the treaty, which was figned at Perpig- 
nan by the king of Arragon, And fent Nov, lO, 
by him to Lewis XI. who ratified it in 
prefence of that monarch's ambafladonB. 

As foon as the king had terminated the aiFair of 
Rouffillon, he began to think of marrying his two 
daughters, Ann and Jane of France, affigning each 
an equal dowry of an hundred thoufand 
erowns of gold. The contrail figned 0£f. 28. 
firft, was that of Jane, the younger 
fitter, and properly no more than a ratification of 
what had been tranfa£led May 19, 1464, the year 
in which this princefs was born, when Charles 
duke of Orleans demanded her for his fon Lewi^,. 
The contraft ran ; that it was chiefly at the intrcaty 
of Mary of Cleves duchefs of Orleans, that the 
king confented to the marriage of his daughter Jane 
of France, to Lewis duke of Orleans. 

We read but of few princefTes fo unhappy as Jane 
of France, if indeed that can be faid of one pofTefled 
of fo many amiable virtues. Lewis duke of Orleans^ 
her hu(band, fiicceeding to the throne by the name' 
of Lewis XII, upon Charles VIII's death, had hij; 
marriage pronounced null by commiffioners ap-. 
pointed for that purpofe, by the pope. The Prov 
digies which are mentioned as happening on the 
day in which this nullity was declared;i are at leait 
£ 5 ' a proof 
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a proof that it .was deemed irregular. 'Tis thus 
thit popular rumours may foiiietimcs throw a light 
upon fafls, and direft us how tp form a Judgment 
of them. * Que^n jane fought cdnfolation in reli- 
gion, the fure afy lum of the unhappy. Confecrating 
her whole life to God, fhe foundtd a nunnery, en- 
dowed it with fufficient revenues, and fet herfclf as 
an example of virtue to thofc of that order *. 

After 

- • FouK reafcns of nullity were alledged in the cafe of 
Lewis XII's marriage with Jane of France, i . Affinity 
ia the fourth degree 2. The fpiritual relation arifing 
from Lewis XII's being godfon of Lewis XI. Jane's fa- 
ther. 3. The violence which 'tis pretended Lewis XI- 
ufed to oblige Lewis XII then duke of Orleans, to fub- 
mit to the macriage. 4. Want of Confummation. 

The two firfl reafons are by no means fufficient to in- 
validate a marriage, notwithilanding that pope Alexander 
Ws bulls admit the fecond as good. The third is de- 
fltoyed by the Contrad itfclf. And as for the fourth, 
fome few Extradls from the verbal procefs for annulling 
the marriage, will enable us to j udge of its validity. The 
title runs : 

" The veii)al procefs of Philip cardinal of Luxem- 
'• bourg and bifhop of Mons, Lewis bifhop of Albi, and 
** Ferdinand Epifcopus Septenis (^(/Shofi of Ceuta) com- 
•* miffioncrs by virtue of two bulls of pope Alexander V I. 
•' containing the Grounds for annulling the marriage be- 
** tween king Lewis XII. and Jane of France, with the 
** fentence of the faid commiffioners, by which (feeing 
*• by the depofitions of many witnefTes it appears, that 
•• the king when duke of Orleans, was conftrained by the 
•' menaces of king Lewis XI. and king Charles VIII. 
•' to give hi^ confent to the faid marriage, feeing the faid 
*' Jane was incapable of matrimonial Commerce, quod 
*' affet a n'atura imperfeBa, corpore 'viciata bf tnakficiata^ 
** ^non apta viro, and they ftand related in the fourth de- 
*^ gree) they pronounce the faid marriage null, with per- 
*' miffion to the king to marry again." 

The firft bull bears date the 29th of Jufy, the fecond , 
the 31ft ofJtguff, and the fentence of nullity given in the 

parochial 
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After the marriage of Lewis of Orleans and Jane 
of France, the king concluded that of 
Ann his eldeft daughter, with Peter de Nw. 13* 
Bourbon, fieur of Beaujeau. 

Lewis 

parochial church of St. Denis at Amboifc, the 17th of 
December 1498. 

The procels was begun at Tours on the x8th of Amguf, 
by the publication of the firft buU. On the 29th of the 
feme month Antony de Lefhmg (de Stagno) dodor of 
law, and proAor for the king, preferred his fuit» and 
opened the plea of nullity before the commiifioners. Af- 
ter a difplay of the arguments taken from their affinity, 
{piritual relation, and the pretended violence, he fays, 
when he came to the fourth reafon, that the queen being 
€9rpore yicUta (ff maieficiata^ non apt a nnro^ fop$enottfo^ 
tmjfet 6f non pqffei concipere^ femen iiiriU feeundum congru* 
eniiam natura recipere, ime neque a nfiro intra clauftra /«- 
doris naturaJiter cognofci, prout ex ajpediufui corporis judi^ 
eare poterit ; unde cum pratenfum matrimonium fmjffet con* 
tra fines & bona matrimonii ^ ac intentionem principalem ejus 
non tenuit ipfojure^ the marriage was of confequence le« 
ga% null. 

Queen Janets council, confifting of Marc Traners offi- 
cial of Tours, Robert Salomon provincial of the Carme- 
lites, and Peter Bourelli advocate, anfwered at their firft 
hearing on the 6lh of September^ that affinity in the fourth 
degree, and the fpiritual relation aUedged, were not fuf- 
ficient reafons of nullity ; that moreover the cardinal of S. 
Peter ad 'uincula legate d latere in France, had granted a 
difpeniation ; that no force or conilraint had been ufed ; 
(S^ quod ip/a eil habilti adamphxus <virilet, & fuit cama^ 
• liter cognita a rege. 

In the courfe of the trial, the queen being oueftioned, 
whether fhe had not fome natural defeats unulual in her 
fex, anfwered, / kno^-w that I am neither fo band fome , nor 
nuelljhafed as the greater part of my fex^ but I ban>e no 
imperfgiion that renders me unfit for marriage Being aflc- 
ed, whether (he would fubmit to be infpeded by fome 
midwives, fhe faid, fhe would think of it, and adt agree- 
ably to the rules of the church. Althg^ the examination 

was 
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Lewn wifhfid for nothing now, but to conclude 
a peace with the duke of Bucgundy ; however, he 
finind many difficulties in the execution of tbisr de- 
fign. Several conferences baid been already held to 

no 

was kk Latin, it eonchides, however, wid) a protef! con- 
ceived in thefe terms^ which the queen prefented to the 
comnuffioners. MeJfiignemrSf je fms fnmmey ne vie cog- 
Myj enprnes, etjk/i tota autns affaires me deplait t affaire 
de prefeni, Js veus prie mi fupporter^ fi je dis ou repend 
tbofe pit mfoii eortvenahU^ etpretefh que fipar mes repm- 
foSf je reffindi k cboje a taquelie ne foye tenue repmekre^ eu 
f«# mmtfeiffi e Mr k roi n^ mticrit en fa demoKde^ qua mare' 
penfe ne me- pomrra prefttdkierf ne pronfitery a monfeignmcr 
U re^ enadberant a mes aseiresproteflatimsfaitespardevani 
nteut i lademia^ expa&fme^ ^ ttcnffe jamais pehfe que de 
€4it4 matiere eui pu 'venir emcun proch enire mmfeigneun 1$ 
res et meiy et 'uour prie nuffeigneurs, ceHe prefenii pretefte^ 
tum-etre in/erie£u. ce prejentproces. 

The king fin£ilg that qimn Jane and he did not ame 
in^ regard to £ii£b, ihfifted npoitinfermaeion^s being tal^n 
by witae&fly an4 the queesf'ff: bdng examined by a jmy 
of midwives. Jane refufcd to fubmit, alledeing modefiy 
asanexeofe; aoid that it wa»beiidei needled, feeing the 
kingy eam'di*verfis <vidhus camaliter eegm*viffetf and had 
Ireatiedher as his Wife, in hao ^ aiias. 

There was a longcoarfe of pleading on this fubje£l; 
but the queen perfifting in her refufal, offered at length to 
i^efer it to the king's oath, declaring at the fame time that 
Jbe gwve in. her defence nvith regret^ and purely to quiet and 
difcharge her confcience^ ivhich no pro^Q of nuealtb or 
grandeur could othemuife induce her to, requifting the king 
her bufbandi ivhom it ivas her dejire in all things to pleafi 
^without offending her confcience^ not to he difpleafed nvith 
her. She added, that the king could upon no pretence 
alledge, that he had been conftrained to confummate the 
marriage, licet in muliere camalis copula poffit effe coaSta^ 
fecius tamen efi in fviro a quo dejure non frafumitur per «»- 
Hit em <uiolenter extorta: that the king came to fee her at 
Lignieres, where he fometimes fpent ten or twelve Days, 
and that there^ cwu eetdem pn m^abat, folus cumfola, nu* 

dm 
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BO pufpofe at Sentis and Gompeigne. The duJce 
would hearken to no propofals till Amiens and S. 
Quintin were reftored, and the king was unwilling 
to part with thefe towns, as they ferved to cover 

the 

dus cum fttuia, Mkn^ cimjugak fer canimletn cofulam red- 
dendoy vifus, ofcula^ amplexus, ac aliafigna appetiti'va ex^ 
feriintitt copula cotjugalisy imo etiam veracis copuldt^ prout 
dicet inter conjuges, aptrU memifefiando. Cum ipft ex Uct9^ 
eonji^ali furgeret, pbtries dixit ^ {^ fejaSavit coram pluri- 
his, quod ueceffe habehat hihere & geutare, eo quod ip/am 
ter aut quater cognoverat camaliter, dicendo verbis gel/icis : 

J* ay bien gaigne a boyre, puree que fav cb ma femme 

la nuit trois ou quatre fois. That the king had a^d the 
ha/band feveral times iince the death of htr9f'\% XI. that 
he had never protefled againil \i\% marriage to the eilates of 
Tours, and could not plead the pretence of being rcftrain- 
ed by fear, inafmuch as he had often complained of er- 
rors and abufes in the government, to the parliament, to 
the univerfity, and to the whole body of the citizens ; 
that he had revolted from Charles VIII. and yet, during 
all that time lived with her as her Hu/band ; that flic 
ought not to be looked upon as incapable of having chiK 
droi/ fince many Women, who could not claim any Ad- 
vantage over her, either in Complexion or Make, had 
r roved Mothers ; from all which ihe concluded, that the 
ing's demand ought to be overruled, and the marriage 
declared good and valid. 

To this the king replied by his proftor, that he had 
never protefted againft the marriage in the aflembly of the 
efbites at Tours, bccaufe neither the time nor place would 
iafely allow of it; but that he had done it in Britany, 
whence he had even fent to Rome for that purpofe. As 
a proof of the violent methods ufed by Lewis XI. the 
king produced a letter written by that prince to count 

Dammartin, where he fays, / have refolved to marry 

my youngeH daughter Jane, to the young duke of Orleans, 
amd dare believe their children viill coh no great fum in 
bringing up. You are to knovj, that 1 ajfuredly expe6l to 
bring this match about y othervoife, nuhoever pretends to op- 
fo/e it; twill hardly be ablf to find any fiact of Jaf et^ \n m^ 

kingdom* 
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the frontiers of Picardy. During thefe difputcf, 
the conftable feized St. Quintin, under pretence of 
hindering the duke of Burgundy from getting pof- 
feffion of it ; but his real deugn was to eftablifli 

there 

kingdom. Bat there is great reafon ta doubt, whether 
this letter was aathentick, efpecially when we confider 
the precaations taken to prove by a multitude of witnef- 
fes, that the fignature was the king's, and the counter- 
fignature Tillart's. Beiides, how was it poflible to fore- 
fee (he would be barren, when fhe was only two months 
old at the time of her being contradied ? As to the con- 
fammation of the marriage, which the queen urged, fro 
fuo chfeo tarn niteratis tjicibus : the king anfwered, that 
he hacl treated her as his wife only to diflemble his difcon- 
tent and fecure peace. 

It is obfervable, that the king ihewed fome relu^ance 
to afiirm upon oath, what had been advanced by his 
pro£ior ; but the queen ftill inMing upon it, he confented 
at laft, and expreisly denied whatever (he had faid. The 
examination was in Latin, but the king's anfwers are in 
French. 

We find at the end of the trial, a particular account of 
the names and depofitions of the witneiTes. Their num- 
ber is very great, and they fay almoft all the fame things : 
that Lewis XII. and Jane of France, fbmd related in the 
^urth degree ; that there is befides a fpiritual alliance be- 
tween them, as that prince was Lewis XPs godfon ; that. 
Lewis XIL then duke of Orleans^ had been conflrained 
to marry Jane ; that Lewis XL had made feveral of thefe 
forced matches; that the duke of Orleans had never had 
any afFcdlion for his wife, and retired from her into Bri- 
tany, in the Reign of Charles VIII. where he protefted 
againft the violent means by which he had been con- 
flrained to marry : that there propofals had been made to 
him concerning a marriage between him and Ann of Bri- 
tany ; that he had fent to Rome to demand the annulling. 
of his firft marriage : that during thefe tranfadions, the. 
duke of Orleans had been made prifoner at the battle of 
S, Aubin, was kept above two years in confinement, and 
treated with the utmoft ngour, by order of Charles Vill. 

that 
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there a kind of fovereignty. The king thought fit 
to diffemble his refentment for the prcfent, out of 
fear left the conftable fhould furrender up the town 
to the duke of Burgundy, 

Charles 

that the princefs Jane came and vifited her hu/band, did 
him all the good offices in her power, and at lail procured 
his releafe. 

In the feventeenth article of the examination, which 
concerns the want of confummation, and which is re- 
peated in almoft all the particular queftions, the witnefles 
depofe, that they know, or have heard it (aid, the prin- 
cefs Jane was never agreeable to her hufband. Some af- 
fedling to commend her good qualities, allow her to be 
beautiful, but they all agree, that fhe was unhappy in 
her perfon ; that the duchefs dowager of Orleans had 
examined her naked, and found vas naturalt arSlum cum 
retractione ex uno latere ^ uft§ ojfe impediente, Salmon de 
Bombelle, Lewis XII's Phyfician, and laft deponent, ad- 
ded, that the king had faid to him, jefiys le grand diable 

oncques a ma 'uie je ne la ch natureliement comme un au' 

trefemme, et quando fvolebat cum ea coire, irpveniebat quan^ 
dam tortuofitatem in orificio 'vul'vay adeo quod njtrga ejus nan 
poterat ingredi, fed caleficiendo fe^ emittebat femen inter feu 
fupra crura ipfius doming Joanme. 

All thefe depofitions, as well as thofe of the king him- 
fclf, ferve to prove, that Jane was naturally barren, and 
incapable of having children ; not that the marriage, as 
was pretended, had never been confummated. I thought 
proper to give this extrafl of the verbal procefs, both as 
it is in itfelf curious, and feems not to have been known 
by the generality of our hiftorians, at leaft they take no 
notice of it ; as if hiflory, which ought to be the depofi- 
tory of truth, could be wounded by the mention of any- 
thing that tends to illuftrate it. Timorous writers, by 
their filence, often give occafion to fufpicions, which 
might be prevented by a true and natural recital. Lewis 
XIL having obtained the annulling of his marriage with 
Jane of France, efpoufed Ann of Brirany, Charles VIIPs 
widow. This princefs was generous and fincere, but at . 
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Charles having figncd a truce with France, only. 
that he might be at liberty to turn his arms againft 
Germany^ feized Montbeliard, and made the duke 
of Wirtembcrg prifoner. Emboldened bv fuccefsy 
and rendered only more impatient by obftacles, 'he 
enjoyed not a moment's repofe, but was forming 

projeds of extending his power from 
Decern* fea to fea. After a declaration in which 

he difclaimed all homage and dependance 
cm the king, he eftablifhed a parliament at Mechlin, 
where all the affairs of the low countries were finally 
decided ; and fo far was he from obferving anjr 
meafures with the king, that before the expiration 
of the truce, he entered Rivernois in a hoftile man- 
ner. The king immediately difpatched fome troop* 
towards that province, who put a ftop to the pro- 
grefs of the Burgundians, and recovered the towns 
they had taken. At the fame time he wrote to his 
ambaiTadors to acquaint the confervators that he 
expected reparation of the damages done in River- 
nois. 

While the king was thus employed in preventing, 
or oppofing the defigns of the duke of Burgundy, 
he met with no little trouble from a kind of do- 
meftick war, which was very interefting in thofe - 
days, though now it muft appear ridiculous in the 
higheft degree, if ever any thing did fo among 
Men. The difpute between the nominalifts and 
realifts, at this time divided the fchools. Indeed 
the reigning philofophy has ever been adopted and 
made a part of the received fyftem of theology. In 
the firft ages of the church, the Platonic principles 
had the afcendant among divines, as in latter times 

the 

the fame -time imperious and rigid, and gave an evident 
proof of the great afcendant which pcrfons in power ha\ e 
over thofe aboat them, laafmucK as at her court, virtue 
became faihionable. 
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the notions of the Peripateticks have prevailed. Uh- 
der Lewis XL the realifts and nominalifts formed 
the leading difpute, for the fchools can never be 
without fome one or other ; and it is generally then 
managed with the greateft heat and contention, 
when the queftion turns wholly upon words. Nei- 
ther feems to have known what they would be at ; 
and yet they failed not to brand one-another with 
the name of hereticks. Falfe philofophy is ever tur- 
bulent and head-ftrong, and the managers of fcho- 
l^ick difputes have been remarkable for always 
di'awing in religion into the conteft, in order to in- 
troduce ecclefiaftical power and the fccular arm. Any 
point, wherein religion was concerned, Teemed to 
Lewis XL highly worthy hi^attention. He dreaded 
iivifions in the ftate ; and for this reafon publiflied 
1 declaration, forbidding any one to read the books 
)f Oekam, Arimini, Baridan, and a great number 
>f other authors, whofe names, as well as their 
ivorks, are at this day wholly unknown. 

Next to reh'gion, the affairs of commerce engaged 
:he notice of the king. France at this time abounded 
nuch in foreign coins, which tho'of a ftandard be- 
ow the current money of the kingdom, were nevcr- 
helefs received as equal in value. This encouraged 
Irangers to melt down all the French pieces that 
:ame in their way, which, being coined a-new, 
vere afterwards introduced into the kingdom, much 
lelow ftandard. This abufe was remedied by an 
ordinance, enjoining that foreign coins ihould be 
lenceforth rated according to their ftandard and 
ireight. 

Lewis this year made fi>me new regulations in the 
ffiiirs of his houffaold. He augmented his guard of 

hundred archers, under the command of John 
iloflet : this was the firft eftablifliment of the French 
ompanies of life-guards. 

This. 
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This year died Charles c*unt du Maine, brother of 
Rene, king of Naples, and of the queen-mother. 
He enjoyed a large (hare of power under Charles 
VII. and had even been in great credit in the be- 
ginning of Lewis Xlth's reign ; but becoming fuf- 
pe£led in the war of the publick good, the king, 
who valued his fubje<Sfe for their fidelity and fervices, 
and not for their birth, deprived the count du Maine 
of all his places at court. This prince's difgrace 
was the more mortifying, as the king punifhed him 
fufficiently by only withdrawing his favour, for he 
did not fear him enough to pufli his refentment 
farther. The count du Maine may ferve as an ex- 
ample, to prove, that under a powerful monarch 
the moft confiderable of the grandees fliine only 
with a borrowed luftre ; their whole exiftence, and 
the figure they make, depends upon the favour 
(hown them, and they fall into obfcurity, as foon as 
their mafter ceafes to regard them with an eye of 
diftindion. 

The beginning of this year was re- 
1474. markable for a confpiracy of the moft 

Eajlerj heinous nature. The king offering 
Apr. 10. a pardon, a place at court, and a 
penfion to Ithier Merchand, the late 
duke of Guyenne*s fteward ; Ithier fent John Har- 
dy, one of his domefticks, to court, under pre- 
tence of hearing the king's propofals, but with fe- 
cret inftruAions from his mafter to poifon him. 
Hardy communicated his defign to one of the offi- 
cers of the kitchen, whofe name was Colinet de la 
Chenaie, offering him twenty thoufand crowns to 
poifon the king. Colinet pretended to accept of 
the offer, took the poifon, which he carried im- 
mediately to the king, and made a difcovery of the 
whole. 

fan 20 Hardy was arretted. The king left 

^ • the conduft of the proccfs to Gaucourt, 
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governor of Paris, with the other officers and magi- 
Urates of the city, afHAed by the.firil prelident, and 
the mayor. The trial lafted above two months. I 
have feen a decree of court, ordering that Hardy 
fhould be a fecond time put to the torture, in order 
to draw from him a difcovery of his ac- 
complices. He was at length condemned Alar. 30. 
to be quartered, and drawn on a hurdle 
to the place of execution. His head was fixed upon 
(be end of a lance, and fet up before the town-houfe, 
the trunk of his body was burnt, and kis limbs were 
feftened to flakes in four frontier towns. The decree 
For his punifhment mentions no other accomplice but 
tthier, who fled. There is nothing faid of the duke 
rf Burgundy, though feveral hiftorians tell us, that 
he had promifed fifty thoufand florins of gold tothofe 
who fliould poifon the king. What may have con- 
tributed to inflame the fufpicions againft the duke of 
Burgundy is, the little probability that Ithier woul4 
have rejefted the advantageous propofals made him 
by the king, and refolved upon poifoning him, had 
he not been fupported by fome powerful intcreft ; 
nor was there at that time any, befide the duke of 
Burgundy, whofe hatred was fo open and avowed, 
18 to leave room for fufpefting them, of counielling 
fuch a crime. Lewis enobled Col i net, made him 
nafter of his houfhold, and gave him the lordfhip of 
Caftera. This grant being difputed with his heirs,. 
by fome of thofc abjcft wretches, who think they 
hrve kings by robbing their fubjefls, Francis I. 
:onfirmed it. 

The duke of Burgundy was fo little difpofed to 
)eace, that the plenipotentiaries, at their conferen- 
:es, could agree upon nothing farther than a prol- 
ongation of the truce till the fir ft of May of the 
j^ear following. The princes comprehended in the 
laft truce, were in like manner included in this, with 
I claufe, obliging them to declare witUitv thx^ 
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months, whether they acceded to the treaty. ThB 
reftridion gave rife to many difficulties afterwards, 
on account of the difputes between L«ewis XL and 
the king of Arragon. 

Lewis had nothing in Rouffilbn but the caitle of 
Perpignan, la Roque, Bellcgarde, and Colioure. 
The king of Arragon fancied that Lewis, weary of 
the war, would at length yield up thefe places, with- 
out demanding the three hundred thoufand crowns. | 
To that end he fent embafladors to the king, to . 
propofe a treaty of marriage between the dauphin 
and the princefs Ifabella, daughter of the king of 
Sicily. 

Neither the king of Arragon nor Lewis XL had 
any real defign of concluding this marriage. The 
one was contriving how to get pofTeffion of RouiliUon, 
the other how to prevent it ; and both coniidered the 
treaty only ap a fnate to deceive, refolving to explain 
it in fuch manner as bed: fuited their intereft. 

The king being at this time on the frontiers of 
Picardy, had left a council, compofed of the cfaan? 
cellor, Triftanbifhopof Aire, the count of Candatcy 
and the protonotary John d'Amboife, The em- 
bafTadors addrefled themfelves to this council, and 
complained, that the king of Arragon had not been 
comprehended in the truce, in terms equally expreft 
as the dukes of Burgundy and Britany, feeing they 
had all three the fame interefts ; namely, added they^ 
to oppofe the king's ufurpations. They carried the 
£ime complaints to the council of ftate, and put 
them in mind of the treaty of 1462, by which the 
king of France flood bound to reduce Catalonia. 

There was a great deal of reafon in what the citi- 
bafTadors alledgcd. They could not, indeed, deny, 
that had the French troops reduced Catalonia, Rouf- 
fillon and Cerdagne ought then to have remained 
with France, till the payment of the three hundred 
thoufand crowns; but they might objed that Cata- 
lonia 
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Ionia was not yet fubducd ; nay, Lewis bad even 
furniflied the duke of Lorain with troops againft 
the kingof Arragon. 

The anfwer of the council was not fo properly a 
vindication of the king's conduSt^ as a recrimina^ 
tion. They reproached the king of Arragon with 
fufiering his troops to commit hoftilities even in Lan- 
guedoc itfelf ; that by his orders Calia Luna had 
lately furprized the caftles of S. Felix, Biotar, and 
Cerdagne, in which laft he had hanged Jehannot 
the commandant ; that embafiadors had been fent 
only with defign to amufe the king, and with in* 
ftrudions, to conclude nothing but with the approe« 
bation of.the duke of Burgundy, a declared enemy 
of peace. 

While the embafiadors of Arragon continued at 
Paris, the king refolved to come and (jpend ibme 
days in that city, in order to give them an idea of 
his 'power by a mufter of the militia, and trained«- 
bands. They amounted to near an hundred thoufand 
men, all well armed, with a fine train of artillery^ 
The king afterwards invited the embafiadors to fup- 
per, and made them a prefent of two golden va/es^ 
weighing twenty pounds. He ordered them to be 
treated with all poifible marks of honour { but to 
avoid a negotiation, in relation to afFairs which there 
was no probability of deciding, he left the city withio 
a few days,^ and fpent fome months on the frontiers 
of Picardy. 

The embafiadors finding that the difiFcrence be- 
tween the king of France and their mafter, was not 
like to be terminated without coming to blows, fet 
out on their return to Arragon : but they were 
flopped at Pont -Saint- Efipr it, and brought back to 
Lyons. They complained loudly of this violence 
oirered to publick minifiers. It was anfwered, that 
nothing was intended by it but their own fecurity^ 
as it was neceSkry to prevent any in{v\u boixiVvck!^ 
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offered them by the commanders on the frontiers, 
and knowing from them which was the fafeft rout. 
The reafons offered afterwards for detaining them, 
were by no means fatisfying, it being manifeftly the 
king's intention to hinder their return till his troops 
had taken poffeflion of RouffiUon. The roads were 
fo well guarded, that the king of Arragon could re- 
ceive no notice from his embaffadors of what paffed. 
However, underftanding that the French army had 
entered RouffiUon ; he wrote of it to the kin)g, v^ 
quefting, at the fame time, that hoftilities might 
ceafc. On the other hand, the duke of Burgundy 
declared, that the king of Arragon was comprehend; 
ed in the truce. Lewis's anfwer to the two princes 
was conceived in very obfcure and myfterious terms. 
He pretended, that the kingdoms of Arragon aiui 
Valentia belonged of right to him, as heir and do^ 
liee of queen Mary of Anjou his mother, to whonl 
they had been ceded by her contradl of marriage; 
that his mother was the daughter of Yolande of Ar- 
ragon, the eldeft daughter and heirefs of John I, 
king of Arragon. That queen Mary was Yolande's 
daughter, was certain ; and had fhe been her only 
daughter, the king's claims would not hav^ been 
without foundation ; but there were feveral brothers^ 
two of whom furvived her. Thus the king's whole 
title refted upon the pretended donation made to the 
queen his mother by her contraft of marriage, and 
the ceffion of that grai\t to him : as if kingdoms 
might be transferred from one to another without 
confulting the people, or fubjedb were flaves to be 
exchanged in the way of commerce. The king's 
pretenfions* to RouiBllon and Gerdagne were better 
founded : they had been mortgaged to fave the queen 
of Arragon, and preferv6 the kingdom from the im- 
minent danger with which* it was threatened, when 
the French raifed the fiege of Gironne. Lewis 
Mddc:d, that the laft treaty ''WahxlhftkviA^ of Arra- 
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gon was intirely independent of the truce, referred 
the decifion of his pretenfions to the duke of Britany, 
&nd fent the chancellor Doriole to lay them before 
him. 

The duke anfvfrered, that the truce having been 
concluded with a view of bringing about peace, all 
violent methods, under what pretence foever, were 
to be confidered as direfl violations of it; that 
when the ambaiTadors of France declared at the 
congrefs of Compiegne, that the king would not 
fuffer Rouflillon and Cerdagne to be comprehended 
in the truce, the plenipotentiaries of the duke of 
Burgundy remonftrated againft it, as an exception 
that their matter would not fo much as hear of 5 
and in fine, that the king at that time made no 
mention of any claims to the kingdoms of Arragon 
and Valentia, which it would be time enough to 
examine, when they came to fettle the terms of a 
general peace. 

The king not obtaining from the duke of Britany 
the favourable decifion he had hoped for, ordered 
his army to enter Rouffillon, under the command of 
du Lude, Yvon du Fau, and Boufile-le-Juge. The 
campaign was opened with the fiege of Elna. This 
town was defended by Bernard d'Olms, whom the 
king had conftituted governor of Rouffillon. The 
king of Arragon endeavoured in vain to throw fuc- 
cours into the place ; the fiege was pufhed on with 
fuch vigour, that it was obliged to furrender at dif- 
cretion, and the governor was by the king's order 
beheaded. 

Whije Lewis was thus carrying on the war brifkly 
againfl'the king of Arragon, he avoided all grounds 
of quarrel with any of the neighbouring powers ; 
and even refufed to enter into a league propofed to 
him by the Emperor againft the duke of Burgundy. 

The king was ftill more attentive to prevent aiv^j 
troubles within the kingdom. InflLtxi\>k x.^ \\vo^<^ 
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who bad the boldnefs to oppofe his authority, fac 

^avc a remarkable proof of bis feverity at Bourges. 

A tax had been laid upon the inhabitants fbrrer 

pairing the fortifications of the city. The levying 

of this was attended with an in/urre£lion, in which 

the farmers of the in^pofts had been cruelly abufei 

The clergy and principal inhabitants willing to pr^ 

vent the king's vengeance, by doing juftice themr 

felves upon the criminals, met to deliberate how 

they w^re to proceed in the affair: but Lewis nof 

reliibing tedious formalities on thefe occafions, apr 

pointed a commiffion confifting of men of the fwor^ 

" and gown, and fent them to Bourges with a guar^ 

of crols-bow-men, to procure thejn the greater te* 

(pcflL Du Bouchage, who was at the head of the 

commiiGoo, had orders to make a ftri^ fearch after 

the criminals, without regard to privileges or im- 

niuniti€3» and not to fpare even thearchbifhop him? 

fclf, if he was found guilty. 

Du Bouchage conformed exa£lly to his mafter's 
intentions, without however, exceeding the boundf 
of juftice. The moft guilty were executed, and 
the reft baniOied or fined. The king alfo changed 
the form of government in the city, appointing a 
Mayor and two Sheriffs, the nomination of wboia 
lie referved to himfelf. 

Lewis refolved next upon an example of greater 
terror in the perfon of the conftable. Ghabanes dc 
Curton, governor of Limoufin, and John HuberL 
who was afterwards bifhop of Evreux, were at thia 
time at Bouvines, negotiating a peace with Hugonet 
and Imbercourt. The chief article of their inftruc- 
tions was to offer S. Quintin to the duke of Bur* 
gundy, and all the lands belonging to the conftable, 
upon condition, that he would deliver him into tljc 
king's hand. The bargain was upon the point of 
being concluded by Imbercourt, fworn enemy of 
tbc count of S. Pol, ever fince.he gave him the lie 

in 
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conference at Roye ; to which, tho' Imbercourt 
^ered with great moderatton, yet his refentment 
only fufpended for the prefent ; for, as will a^ 
, he never afterwards forgave the afFront. 
he confiable, informed of what was tranfading 
lit him, wrote to the king, and demanded an 
view, threatening otherwife to throw himfelf 
the arms of the duke of Burgundy. The king 
Rg the confequences of a refufal, accepted the 
view, and wrote to his plenipotentiaries to re- 
the writings to the duke of Burgundy's ambaf- 
rs» and withdraw their own articles. S. Pol 
felf fettled the conditions of their meeting, and 
as appointed to be at a bridge, between la Fere 
Noyon. The conftable came firft, having a 
ifs under lus coat, and attended by three hun- 
men at arms. The king not appearing for fome 
', made an apology for ftaying fo long ; and the 
table on his fide, excufed himfelf for coming in 
i, pretending, that it was out of fear of his ene- 
Dammartin. The king feigned to be fatisiied 
I his excufes ; the conftable promifed to ferve 

faithfully, and afterwards pafTed the barrier, 
came over to the other fide. Lewis received 
favourably, and reconciled him to Dammartin, 

is, he obliged them for the prefent mutually to 
mble their hatred. Kings feldom heartily fov' 
a man they fear, Lewis's thoughts were now 
lly taken up in contriving means to deftroy a 
t&y that was become too powerful, and had 
jmed to treat with his mafter as if he had been 
rquak The king chofe to remain in Picardy, 
ng the duke of Alen^on's trial at Paris. This 
ce, by his repeated treafons, had rendered him- 
jnwortby of a pardon ; impunity only embold- 

him to commit new crimes. Ungrateful by 
ire, habituated to guilt, fa<Stious and intriguing; 
/as deftitute of every virtue, nor any otherwife 
OL, IL ' F dvftXtv^xxv^^^ 
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di(lingui(hecl than by his quality of prince of the 
blood, which ferveJ but to render him more inex- 
cu Table. The king, weary of exercifing a clemen- 
cy, which by being often repeated, was become in- 
jurious to his dignity, and dangerous to the flate, 
had ordered the duke of AIen9on to be apprehended, 
upon an information of his defigning to pafs over to 
the duke of Burgundy, and fell him all his pofieffiom 
in France. The parliament was empowered to 

bring him to his trial, and pailed a de- 
Jul)/ 1 8. crce, declaring him guilty of high trca- 

fon, and other crimes and mifdemeanon, 
for which he was condemned to lofe his head, r^ 
f erring it however to the good pleafure of the iingj ti 
fufpevd or execute the fentence, AH his efhites wcie 
confifcated, but the king reftored them in great mea- 
fure to the count du Perche his fon. 

While the king was thus employed in punifhing 
or bringing back to their duty his rebellious fubjefls, 
the duke of Burgundy was proje£ting a new leagne 
againfl him. He had formed a defign of extending 
his frontiers on the fide of Germany, and apprehend- 
ing that the king would endeavour to oppofe him, 
refolved to rai(e up an enemy againft him, that 
would be abundantly able to cope with him. He 
* concluded a league onTenfive and defenfive with Ed- 
Ward king of England, by Vhich it was agreed, 
that they fliould unite their forces to dethrone Lewis 
XI. 1 he Englifh were to make a d^fcent in Nor- 
mandy or Guyenne, and the duke was to joiii them 
with his whole ftrength, in order to recover thefe 
provinces, and compleat the conqueft of the reft of 
the kingdom. As this league was againft both the 
king and the kingdom, it was exprefsly ftipulated, 
that they were to make war againft whatever prince 
pofleffed the crown of France. The two contra<9- 
ing potentates were to command each an army in 
perfon, and a£t feparately and independently, unlels 

neceffity. 
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neceffity, or the common caufe ihould oblige theai 
to unite. If either of them could not bead his army 
in perfon, the general to whom he entruded the 
command, was to be fubjed to the prince who was 
at the head of his own forceS) and both armies 
were to obey him as general in chief. No peace 
was to be concluded but by mutual agreement. 
The king of England yielded to the duke of Bur* 
gundy Champagne, the county of Nevers, the cities 
upon the Somme, and ail the lands of the conftable, 
referving to himfelf, however, the privilege of be- 
ing crowned at Rheims *. 

Though the king did not know precifely the te- 
nor of this treaty, he was, notwithftanding, fenfible 
from Edward's and the duke of Burgundy's prepara- 
tions, that they had fome great enterprize in view. 
Tfacfe fufpicions were connrmed by advices from 
the king of Scotland, who having been folicited to 
enter into the league, fent Lewis an account of his 
lefufmg to liften to any propofitions contrary to the 

•alliances and good underftanding, that had ever fub- 
fifted between the crowns of France and Scotland. 
At the fame time he begged of the king, permiffion 
to pais through France, in a pilgrimage he intended 
to make to Rome. Lewis immediately comm ii&oned 
Meny Peny his chamberlain, to go and thank the 

■ king of Scotland, and reprefent to him, the incon- 
veniencies that might attend a voyage to Rome in 
the prefent junfture 5 when the neceffity of affairs 

. fo plainly called him to watch over the fecurity of 
hit kingdom and allies : But that if, notwithftand- 
ing thefe reafons, he ftiil perilled in his defign of a 
pilgrimage to Rome, and of paffing thro' France for 
that purpofe, he fhould have all the honours paid 
him, that were due to a friend and ally of the king 
F 2 and 

* This treaty, unknown hitherto to all oar hiflorians, 
is fo and in the Faedera^ or colle6lion of the publick ad$ 
by Mr. K^,:::£i'. 
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and kingdom. The king of Scotland thinking it 
t>eft to follow the advice of Lewis XI. kept at home, 
to have an eye upon the conduct of the Englifh. 

The greateft part of the king's council, provoked 
that the duke of Burgundy made no other ufe of the 
truce, but to prepare for war, and ftir up all Europe • 
agajnil France, were for marching immediately to 
si^ttack him ; but the king, who was never at a lois 
fpr refources when the danger was preffing, was of a 
(different mind. He faw the duke of Burgundy up- 
•n the point of carrying his arms into Germany, 
and thought it good policy not to give him any in- 
terruption in an enterprise, which he forefaw muft 
in the end prove fetal to him. For it was a con- 
ftant Maxim with Lewis XL to be provided againft 
all events, never to take up arms but in cafes of ex- 
tremity^, and to iTecure bimfeiif by the faults and over - 
fights of his enemies, of which no prince better 
knew how to make advantage. 

Lewis, inftead of ading offenflvely againft duke 
Charles, confined himfelf wholly to the care of rai- 
fing up enemies to employ him, and accordingly 
laid hold of the opportunity, which offered m rela- 
tion to the county of Ferette. Sigifmund duke of 
Auftria, had five years before fold or mortgaged it 
to the duke of Burgundy. Charles had fent thither 
for governor Hagembac, a man cruel, avaritious, 
and fit rather to be employed in ruining a country* 
than gaining the minds of new fubjeds. The op- 

frefiions of Hagembac reached even to the Switzcrs. 
Fpon their compkints, the duke of Burgundy fent 
commiffioners into every canton ; but it appearing 
from their manifeft partiality to Hagembac, that be 
was one of thofe inftruments of tyranny, who arc 
willing to charge themfelves with the whole weight 
of the publick odium, and who would not be em- 
ployed, were they more upright, or fuch as ftood 
ia no iiced of an apology to fereen their adions from 

c^ucc; 
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cenfure ; they who had complained, durft not de- 
clare themfelves farther, as being afraid of drawing 
upon themfelves the refentment xA a man unjuft, 
violent, and backed by authority. The canton of 
Bern alone, diftinguifiiing between the prince and 
tbc minifter, reprefented to the duke, that the 
Swjtzers were of nothing more defirous than to 
live in friendfiiip with him, but that they could not 
any longer bear with the oppreflions of Hagembac. 
The duke wholly taken up with his defigns upon 
Germany, paid no regard to thefe remonftrances. 

Robert of Bavaria, elector of Cologn, was at 
this time at variance with his chapter. All the no- 
bility of the cle<aorate declared for the chapter, ap- 
plied to the emperor for protedion, and chofe Her- 
man, landgrave of HefTe, to be adminiflrator of the 
ele£lorate, with a promife of all their fufFrages 
when it became vacant. 

Tfie duke of Burgundy, to whom every occafion 
of war was a fufficient motive to undertake it, put 
hrmfelf at the head of a powerful army, 
and joining the cleftor of Cologn, laid Julf 51. 
fiege to Nuz, a city upon the banks of 
the Rhine. The landgrave of HefTe fbut himfelf 
up in the place with a ftrong garifon, and prepared 
to make a vigorous defence, in expe£tation of being 
relieved by the princes of the empire. 

Lewis judging the difcontent of the Switzers to be 
of much greater importance, than it had appeared 
to the duke of Burgundy, refolved to take advantage 
of it, as a fair opportunity for bringing back Sigif- 
mund duke of Auftria into the county of Ferette, 
for exafperating the Switzers againfl Charles, and 
thereby making them very ufeful allies to France. 
He became a mediator between them and the duke 
of Auftria, fettled and adjufted their difFerences, and 
lent Sigifmund an hundred thoufand florins, to re- 
pay the duke of Burgundy the fum for Yrhvcti tVv;^ 
F 3 csi>xcv\:^ 
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county of Ferettc had been mortgaged. He con- 
cluded at the fame time an alliance with 
0£f, 26. the canton of Bern, and with thofe of 
the German league. 
This treaty * wrought a general revolution in 
the cantons, and all the neighbouring provinces. 

' The 

* Js it has ferved for a model to thofe that foUonKed^ it 
woillfiot be amifs to gi*ve here afummary of it. The aliitt 
exprefi themfelves nearly to this effeQ, 

The king of France, in all and every of our wars, ef- 
pecially thofe againfl the duke of Burgundy, is bound 
faithfully to aid, fuccour and defend us, at his own pro- 
per charge. And moreover, in tefliroony oi his good 
will and friendfhip, he (hall depo^te in the city of Lions, 
and pay us yearly, all the days of his life, the fum of 
twenty thonfand fiorins ; and if the faid king, in his wan 
and armies, fhmds in need of our ailiftance, and applies. 
\t us for that purpofe, we are then bound to fimiih him 
with as- many armed troops as pofiibiey provided they 
are not employed in our own proper wars, upon condi^ 
tion of his allowing them the monttdy pay of four ilorins 
and a half /^r man. 

When the faid king demands of us a fupply of troops, 
he Ihall depofite in the cities of Zurich, Bern, or Lucem, 
a month's pay *^r man, and the two next months pay 
in the city of Cieneva, or whatever other place we mall 
name. 

The faid three months pay fhall commence from the 
day the troops begin their march, who ihall enjoy the 
fame immunities and privilfges, as the fubje^ts ot the 
king : And if at any time whatfoever^ we require of the 
faid king, to grant us aid in our wars againfl the duke of 
Burgundy, and it fo happen, that on account of wars of 
his own, he is not able to fupply us with his troops ; then,' 
in order to enable us to defend ourfelves, the iaid kiDg- 
ihall be bound fo long as we continue in arms, to pay us 
quarterly the fum of twenty thoufand florins, over and' 
above the twenty thoufand already mentioned. 

And 
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The cities of Strafburg, Colmar, Scbeleftad, Mul- 
haufen, Baiil, and feveral others, entered into the 
league i the people of Ferette put themfelves again 
under their old mailer, and Hagembac was feized 
and fent to Brifac, where lie was be- 
headed. The Switzers now openly de- Novem, 
daring themfelves enemi&>, entered Bur- 
gundy, deftroying all with fire and fword. 

It then appeared, that Lewis XI. had a<9ed ac- ; 
cording to the maxinis of a wife policy, in fuiFering 
tiie duke of Burgundy to entangle himfelf on the 
fide of Germany. That prince by continuing be- 
fore Nuz, became wholly difabled from executing 
tbc projcd he had formed with Edward, of enter- 
F4 ing 

Aad if at any timcj we enter into a treaty, of either 
peace or truce with the duke of Burgundy, or any otlicr 
of the king^s or our enemies, wc are hereloy engaged to 
include by cxprefs and fpecial articles, him the king; 
aiKi in like manner he, in all his u'ars with the duke of 
Borgandy, when they come to treat of peace or truce, 
fbuids engaged to make cxprefs provifo with regard to us. 

In all thcfe articles we include on our part, our holy 
&ther the pope, the holy Roman empire, and z\{ thoie 
with whom we are joined in prefent alliance : The fame 
is fuppofed on the part of the king, the duke of Burgundy 
excepted, in regard of whom we are at liberty to behave 
in the manner fpeci£ed above. 

And if it Ihall fo happen, that we be entangled in a 
war with die duke of Burgundy, then, and at that in- 
flant, he the king, ought powerfully to ftir in our de- 
fence, and is bound to perform all duties and fervices bc- 
longine to war, for the promoting of his own and our 
imere^; arid all this without frand or iniincerity. 

' And forafmuch as it is oar intention to preferve this 
happy onion firm, inyiolable, and unfhaken, during the 
life of him the king, we have ordered thefe prefents to be 
delivered onto him finned and fealed, having in like man- 
ner received the ratmcation from^im, femd ^v^ym^ew \ca 
ownfeaJ* 
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ing Prance at the head of a powerfal army. On 
the other hand Edward durft not attempt any thing 
againft France, without an aflurance of being well 
fupperted. England however, had never made 
more formidable preparations for war ; and Edward, 
in hopes of intimidating Lewis, fent an- herald to 
fummon him to rcftore the provinces of Normandy 
and Guyenne, threatning, in cafe of refufal, to en- 
ter France with all his forces. 

The king, who never himfelf employed vain threats 
againft his enemies, nor dreaded them from others, 
took no notice at firft of this infolent demand ; but 
as the herald infifled upon having a pofitive Anfwer, 
and repeated his menaces of Edward's paffing imme- 
diately in to France; tell ymrmajter^ reply 'd the king 
coldly, that 1 advife him not. The continuation of 
Monftrellet adds, that Lewis fhor-tly after fei>t t(i 
the king of England, an afs, a wolJF, and a wild- 
boar. It is not eafy to guefs what he could mean 
by fuch a meffage j however Edward was extremely 
provoked, and redoubled his threats, which were 
but little regarded. 

Though Lewis was not in the leaft afraid of his 
enemies, he negleded however nothing needful for 
the defence and fecurity of the kingdom : he laid up 
great magazines of corn, ftrengthened the frontier 
towns with new works, and provided them with 
good garifons. The baftard Of Kourbon, admiral of 
France, gave in a long memorial, reprefenting. the 
advantages, that would accrue froih fortifying la 
Hogue, and making there a port, where the king's 
ihips might lie fecure againft all infults. It hap- 
pened then, as it has often happened fince; thepro- 
je£l was examined, approved, and even refolved 
upon, but never executed. What has been done 
in our own days, fufficiently (hews how f<fr?i€elible 
this might have been at that tithe to the ftkte. ' ' '^ 
AlihoA itomediAlciy after the fignh^g of the treaty. 
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the Switzers began to complain of the oppreffions 
their merchants fuiFered from thofe who were em- 
ployed in gathering in the king's taxes, and who fet 
lio bounds to their e^dions, but thofe of thetr own 
infatiable avarice. This had long been a fubjed of 
complaint, even to the French themfehres ; for fuch 
as had the management of publick aflairs, know- 
ing themfetves and fervices to be neceflaiy, exer- 
ciied great oppreffions upon the people, and run 
them into enormous expehces. Thejr had hired 
officers under them, who carried oiF the effi^ of 
fuch as were liable to the taxes, and by heaping up 
expences upon them fo wholly ruined them, that 
they were incapable of difcharging the demands 
againft them. The farmers of the revenues, where 
money was not to be had, carried off the wine and 
corn of the country people, and entered into a con- 
federacy with the merchants,^ who afterwards fixed 
what value they had a mind upon the goods fo fetzed. 

The king was, for the moft part, ignorant of thefe 
oppreffions, or faw himfelf often under the neceffity 
of winking at them : but being now fenfible of how 
great importance it was to proteA his new allies 
againft all unjuft impofitions, in order to attach 
them the more firmly to France, he gave the Swit- 
zers all the fatisfadion they could defire, and at the 
fame time took occafion from the prefent complaints^ 
to fend commiffiotiers into the feveral provinces c^ 
the kingdom, to examine into the abufes that had 
been committed, and punifli the guilty. 

It is certain, that Lewis XI. in humbling the 
great, fought at the fame time to eafe the people^ 
and even abated of his own rights, where he faw 
any publick advantage likely to accrue from it, of 
which he gave an inftance this fame year in relatioa 
to printing. 

This art was firft invented in Germany, towards 
the end of the reign of Charles VII. Common- 
F 5 SaxDfc 
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fame gives the glory of it to Mentz ; though feme 
think Strafburg has the better title. The m& prin- 
ters who came to Paris about the year 14709 were 
Ulrick Gering, Martin Crantz, and Michael Fri« 
burger. They fettled in the Sorbonne, under the 
patronage of William Fichet and John Heylin, two 
the moft diftinguiihed for learning at that time in 
the univeriity. They taught divinity, philofophy,. 
and the belles letters s and though rivals by profef- 
fion, yet lived in the greateft friendfliip and mutual 
efteem. 

The encouragement given to the firft prmters^ 
loon brought many others to Paris, among whom 
was Herman Staterlen, a native of Munfter, and 
agent for the bookfellers at Mentz. He had brought 
a great number of books with him into France, but 
dying, all his effi:^ were feized as the king's pro- 
perty and efcheat. The univeriity oppofed the fei- 
zure, and demanded, that at leaft the fcholara 
ihould be per|nitted to buy the books. This body 
was not then (b illuftrious as it has fince rendered 
itfelf, but was, notwithftanding treated with greater 
diftin£kion, as being very coniiderable on account of 
the great number of fcholars, who were not lefs than 
twelve thoufand. The fciences at that time but 
imperfe£):^ were neverthele(s held in great honour ;. 
and it was neither furprizing nor uncommon foe 
them to advance a man to the fisft- dignities. 

The parliament receiving the univerfity's oppofi- 
tion, the kine forbid them to proceed to any deci- 
fton. He inhfted that the feizure made on his be- 
half fhpuld &rft have its full and proper efFe£b ; but 
afterwards, to fhow how much it was his intention 
to encourage and patronife tlie liberal arts, be did 
not barely confine himfelf to tlie requeft of the uni- 
verfity in favour of her ftudents, but ordered John 
Briconnet, the receiver general to remit to the book- 
fellers of Mentz two thoufand four hundred and 

twenty* 
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twenty-five crowns, to indemnUjr them for the fci- 
zure. 

This year was remarkable for the death Sept. i. 
of Henry IV. king of Caftile : Zurita af- 
fures us that he left no will, and that Hcrnand Pul- 
gar, who fays he did, was miftaken. We are told 
in the manufcript hiftory of Don Diego Henrico del 
Caftillo, the king's chaplain, that iather Mancelo, 
prior of the convent of St. Jerome, confcfled the 
king for about an hour, and afterwards demanded 
openly, whether he wouU not be pleafed to order 
what might be proper for the repofe of his foul, and 
his interment. Henry anfwered with great compo* 
fure, that he left for executors of his will, the arch- 
bifliop of Toledo, the cardinal of Spain, the duke of 
Arrcvalo, themarquifi of Villena, and the count of 
Benevente; which proves fufficiently, that there 
was a will. We find likewiCb, in a chronicle com* 
pofed by an officer belonging to oueen Ifabetta, and 
who therefore cannot be fulpeAed in thiactfe, that 
Henry made a will, in which he appointed Jane to 
fiicceed him, and folemnly declared, that ihe was 
his daughter. That this will remained in the bands 
of the curate of Santa-Crux in Madrid, who went 
and hid it with other papers fomewhere near Al- 
meida in Portugal. That he afterwards entrufted 
the fecret to Fernand Gomez of Herrera his friend, 
who imparted it to Ifabetta during the illnefs of which 
fhe died« That (he fent in queft of theie papers, 
but died before the return of thole who broudvt 
them. And that king Ferdinand IV. who, afUr 
the queen^s deati^ had the Regency of the kingdoms 
of Caftile and Leon, caufed thefe papers to be burnt. 
It was neceiTary to be thus particular in what relates 
to Henry's wit!, becau(e the uncertainty of Jane's 
birth, was the caufe of a long war between Ferdi- 
nand IV. king of Caftile, and Alphonfo V, k?ngof 
Portugal i and that Lewis XI. took advantage of 



108 Thi Ffi5t6!tY 5ir LEWIS XL 

this divifion, to feciire to himftlf iht p&lIilSbn of 
Rouffiilon. 

As whatever relates to tte.hiftdry of Art*, ii, at 
leaft, as important as recitals ot tettlifs, iht ttiotiM" 
jnents of our fury, I (hall conclucle the trsinra^froAs 
of the prefent year with an ev^t that tended to the 
perfecting of furgery. 

A Franc-archer of Meudon, being found guilty 
of many crimes, was cphdemned to &\t. The phy- 
£cians and furgeons, khpAvIng th^t he had been 
troubled with the Hone, prefentdd a petition, im- 
porting, that many peribns in the kmgdoih were 
fubje£t to the fame calamity ; that th^re Was r^afon 
to think, the operation of cutting diigbt, ^«'it'hout 
endangering life, be a means to relieve them ; and 
that therefore trial might now be Aiade u|)oA a cri- 
minal. The operation fucceeded^ the patient was 
cured in fifteen days^ and the king fiot only pdxdoned 
Jiim, l>ut alfo af&g'ned )^im ^ penfioti. 

A War breaking out on account of the fuCcdSon 
to thekingdom of QlRne, oUiged both 
'475* ^^ parties concerned, to make their 

Ej/ler court to France. Ifabella and Jane 
J^ar. 26. of Caftile, claimed each the right of fuc- 
ceedi'ng to the dominions of king Henry 
IV. Kabella founded her plea Oh the oath of alfe- 
giance, taken to her by the Hates. On the other 
land Jane, born in lawful marriage, had been owned 
by Henry for his daughter, maugre the fufpicions to 
the contrary, perhaps not wholly without founda- 
tion, yet deflroyed by folcmn and authentick a£b 
in her &vour. This princefs was fupported by the 
Pachecos, the Girpns, the Cuevas, and the king of 
Portugal, while the houfes of Henrico, Mendoza 
and Velafco declared for Ifebelia. The rights of 
princes depend often on their power to aflert them ; 
and that of the two contending parties in the prefent 
cafe was nearly equal. 

Alphonfoy 
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Alphonfo, king of Portugal, Jane's uncle^ rnftead 
of feizing the firlf opportunity to enter Caftilc with 
an arniyf and juftify by fuccefs the rig;hts of his 
niece^ amufed himfclf wJth holding councils ; and 
loft in deliberating, the time of aAion. 
He feht a herald into France, to notify yan, 8. 
to Lewis the death of king Henry, and 
acquaint him with his idefign ofefpouHng queen 
Jane. He reprefcnted to him, that the king of Ar-r 
ragon, by uniting Caftile to that cro\vn, would be* 
come a dangerous neighbour to France : whereas flic 
could always count upon a faithful ally in the king 
of Portugal. As to the difficulties, which Lewis 
made of treating with the Portugueze, while they 
were in alliance with the Englifh, the ancient ene- 
mies of France, Alphonfo anfwered, that as foon as 
he was in pofleffion of Caftile, be would refign Por- 
tugal to prince John his fon -, and by that means 
oppofe to hisen^gements with the Englifh, the alli- 
ances that had (ublifted, timeout of mind, between 
the kingdoms of France and Caftile. Alphonfo, 
further to convince him of the fincerity of his inten- 
tions, urged him to pufh the fiege of Perpignan, 
affuring him, that in order to facilitate the conqueft 
of Rouffillon, he would himfelf attack Ferdinand, 
and thereby caufe a powerful diveriioa. 

While Lewis was thus treating with Portugal, he 
entered likewife into a negotiation with Ferdinand 
and Ifabella. The embafiTadors. on both fides were 
commiffioned to renew with the king the ancient 
alliances between the crowns of France and Caftile. 
The propofitions of Jane and Ifabella were in this re- 
fpefl pretty much the fame. The difficulty was not 
about the renewing the alliances between kingdom 
and kingdom, but to know with which of the par- 
ties it would be moft advantageous to treat. 

Ferdinand and Ifabella ptopofed the marriage of 
the dauphin with their eldeft daughter IfabclU. TVv^ 
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king, probably, never defigned to conclude this mar' 
riage, and only aimed at getting poflTeffion of Rouf- 
fillon and Cerdagne. Ferdinand would have readily 
confented to this, and even gave his embafladors full 
powers for that purpofe ; but upon the complaints of 
the king of Arragon, his father, hedifownedtbem, 
and deckred to Lewis XI. that he could by no means 
agree to the reftitution of thefe provinces. 

The king, who never lofl fight of his proje£b, fet 
himfelf to gain the embafTadors, and in fbme mea* 
fure fucceeded ; for although they did not diredly 
grant his demands, and feemed to bound them(elves 
by their inftru£tions, jret, in fad, they betrayed 
their matter's intereft, by protradling the treaty^ 
and giving him time to carry by force or addrefi, 
what they would not yield in the way of negotiation. 
Lewis carried on the fiege of Perpignan by du 
Lude, and Yvon du Fau, and fought only to pro-^ 
long the treaty, till he fhould get poflTefllon of the 
place. The better to conceal his defigns, he fent 
to Ferdinand, the biihops of Alby and Lombez, 
John of Amboife, Grammont, and Sacierge, in 
quality of embafladors, and charged them with fo 
many different powers, that they were often greatly 
perplexed, and could agree about nothing. 

Thele" negotiations however, had aH the efFefi 
Lewis expeiSed from them. Before any thing could 
be concluded, Perpignan was reduced to the laft ex- 
tremity. Zurita relates, that a woman feeing one 
of her children die of hunger, made it ftrve for food 
to the other that was left ; a fpe£tacte at once of 
horror and compafEon. The inhabitants, prefled 
by the enemy without, and famine 
March I. within, furrendered at laft, on condi- 
tion, that fuch as chofe to leave the city 
Ihould be at liberty to retire. A great number of 
gentlemen went into Arragon. 

I-.cwis XL and the king of Arragon, tired of the 

war^ 
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war, and having both other enemies to fear, figaed 
at length a truce of iix months. 

Lewis, provoked at the refiftance he had met 
from Pbrpignan, was refolved to intimidate thofe 
who might be for the king of Arragon. He a^* 
pointed Bouiile governor of the town ; but not find- 
ing in him that rigour and feverity which he re* 
quired from all who were commii&oned to execute 
his orders; he fent moreover du Bouchage into 
Rouffillon, with powers- more extenfive than thofe 
of the governor. He charged him to make ftrid 
enquiry after thofe whofe fidelity was liable to fuf- 
picion, to expel them the province, and confifcate 
their eflates. Lewis at the fame time made over the 
oonfifcations to du Bouchage and Boufile, in reward 
of their fervices ; a recompence by fo much the 
more indecent, as they thereby became both judge 
and party. Boufile was nevertbelefs difmtereftdL 
enough to reprefent to the king, that by driving 
away fo many peffons from the city, he would en- 
creafe the number of his enemies, and weaken the 
place ; whereas clemency would infallibly make 
them faithful fubjeds, and bind them to him by the 
ties of gratitude. The king at firfl was difpleafed 
with thefe remonftrances of the governor ; but, at 
laft, prudence getting the better of his refentment, 
be contented faimfelf with ordering him to keep a 
watchful eye over the difiafFefied. 

The taking of Perpignan re-eftablifhed in Italy a 
refpe£t for the king's power, which the duke of 
Burgundy reprcfentcd as tottering. That prince 
fet himfelf to propagate perfonal calumnies againft 
the king. They even began to gain credit in Italy. 
The bifhop of Cabors, who was \hen at Rome^ 
refuted them with great fpirit, and made appear, 
that all the princes who complained of Lewis XI. 
had been themfelves the firft to fwerve from their 
engagements : ftrange condu& ! and yet juflly 
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chargeable upon all the reigning princes of that age. 
They feem to hare had no other way of defending 
themfelves, but by recriminating. 

Ferdinand, king of Naples, efpoufed at firft the 
intercfts of duke Charles, from a hope of marrying 
his Ton Frederick to Mary of Burgundy. The hope 
of efpoufmg this princefs was a lure which the duke 
artfully played ofF, to engage feveral potentates to 
fide with him. He fed all with hopes, promifed 
her to feveral j but without any real defign of be- 
flowing her upon any of them. He would fome-' 
times fay to his confidents : Tl^e day t marry my 
daughter y6u may expeSf to fee me turn monk. 

The duke, however, was very forward with his 
promifes, which he readily gave in terms no lefs 
pofitive than if he had been fincere : Upon thefc 
aflurances it was, that Frederick, fon of the king 
of Naples, came to wait on the duke of Burgundy. 

The king of Naples foon perceiving that nothing" 
was to be hoped for from this prince, would not en- 
gage fo far, as to hazard breaking with the kingi 
from whom he follicited the reftitution of two rich 
Neapolitan gallies, taken by William Coulon fieur" 
deCaflTenove, vice-admiral of France, andthemoft 
expert fea man of his time. 

Although the king did not openly approve all the 
fteps taken by Coulon, he was neverthelefs willing 
\o cherifh his zeal, and raife an emulation in the 
fleet. He afFefted not to kno\y of this capture, and 
indemnified the fubjedb of the king of Naples, and' 
the reft concerned, for the efFeSs they had loft on 
board thefe gallies. 

The king of Naples was fo fenfibly touched with 
this reftitution, that he wrote to the king, aiTuring 
him, the only reafon of his not declaring openly for 
him, was, that he might notviolate the engagements 
he had entered into with tiie duke : As to the marriage 
that Was negotiating between prince Frederick and 

the 
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the beirefs of Burgundy, he faw plainly, that the 
duke intended to deceive him : Howerer, he wai 
refolvcd not to give him the leaft pretence for with- 
drawing his promife : that, notwithftanding he was 
willing abfolutely to renounce the alliance of Bur- 
gundy^ provided the king would marry prince Fre- 
derick:, to a princefs of his own i>lood, with an an- 
nuity of twenty-five, or thirty thoufand livres. The 
king of Naples added, that being defcended of the 
hbufe of Arragon, he could not with honour detach 
himfelf from their intereft : But that he would do 
his utmoft to bring about a peace between the two 
crowns : And he thought the friendfliip of the king 
of France a fufficient equivalent for the provinces of 
RouffiUon fiTii Cerdagne. 

The kingreidily laid hold of this opportunity of 
gaining to himfelf a great intereft in Italy, and 
thwarting the intrigues of the duke of Burgundy, 
who fucceeded but little in his negotiations, nor 
were his arms mofe happy brfore Nuz. 

T*he fiege had now lafted fix months, and only 
fcrVti to i*uin the duke's army : his eftates were 
drained of thtn and money ; and no other fruit ac- 
crued from it, but that of ftirring up all the princes 
of the empire againft him. All the time duke 
GharicS Wis bcfoi'e Nui, the king's troops were dif- 
pofed in fuch manner, that they might rendezvous 
ujtort very (hort warning. The marflial Rouault 
Was at JDieppe; Torcy, on the confines of Nor- 
mandy arid Picafdy ; Salaaar, at Amiens; la Trc* 
itiouille, B^udrieourt, and Curton in Champagne ; 
the king kept at Paris, or fome where in its neigh- 
bourhood, that he might be ready to fet out on the 
firft notice, \ti order to put himfelf at the head of 
his afmy. 

Some time before this^ the emperor Frvderick III. 
had prbpofed to the king an alliance againfl the 
duke of Burgundy. ,Tho' thU pro^&l feemt!i\t\^ 
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advantageous, yet the council was divrded upon >t 
Some earneftly oppofed the treaty, alledging, that 
France for the laft ten years, had enjoyed no refpitc 
from troubles of one kind or another; that \xz 
firength was daily impaired ; and that this union 
with rhe emperor would infallibly bring on a war, 
the confequences of which could not eafily be fbre« 
feen, neither was the emperor an ally on whom they 
ought much to rely. 'Tis certain that Frederick 
III. was a weak prince, irrefolute, covetous, in a 
word, full of vices and defe£ls. He was equally 
ready to engage or violate his faith, thro' meer 
weaknefs : And had been made head of the empire, 
not fo much for his perfonal qualities, as on account 
of his dignity. His reign, tho' very long, fervcs 
only as an epocha to the anions of other princes his 
cotemporaries. 

On the other hand, fuch as were for the alliance 
vritb Frederick, reprefented, that fo long as ho. 
(bould continue with an army upon the Rhine, the. 
. duke of Burgundy would be under a neceiSty of em- 
ploying his forces on that fide ; that he would (carce 
be able to fpare a fufficient number of troops to gari- 
fon his towns, much le(sbe in condition to keep the 
field on the fide of France ; that the Englifh not be- 
ing fupported, would not dare to ftir from Calais, 
nor the duke of Britany to declare himfelf ; that if. 
the emperor's alliance was rejedbd, he might liften 
to the offers of duke Charles ; and that in fTne, in- 
order to have a fure remedy againft thjB weaknefs 
and inconftancy of the emperor, in treating with 
him, they were to conclude alfo a like treaty with ^ 
the princes of the empire* 

This laft confideration, turned the fcale on the 
fide of thofe who were for the alliance. In confe* 
quench of which, new powers were fent to John 
Tiercelin lord of BrofTe, the king's chamberlain, 
and John Paris, counfellor in parliament, who at- 

leiided 
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tended upon Frederick in quality of ambafladors ; 
and they were authorized to conclude a league with 
the emperor, and the princes and eledlors of the em- 
pire. A treaty was therefore figned, by which the 
king flood engaged to bring into the 
field twenty thoufand men : The empe- Mar. 25. 
ror and princes of the empire were to 
furnifli thirty thoufand; and this army was to enter 
the territories of the duke of Burgundy, as foon as 
it could be in readineis to ad. 

During this negotiation with the princes of the 
empire, the king commifiioned the conftable de S. 
Pol, to propofe to the duke of Burgundy a prolon- 
gation of the truce. 

The duke replied, that he could not comprehend 
what was meant by propofing a truce, at a time 
when the king and princes of the empire had fixed 
the day for a congrefs at Metz, in order to concert 
measures for carrying the war into the heart of Bur- 
gundy : TTm king^ added the duke, has often fallen 
upon me unprepared^ without being able to draw any Ad* 
vantage from it y- J Iw^fe therefore no reafon to fear him 
at prefenty when the kings of England and Arragon^ 
emd the duke of Britany^ have engaged to join their for- 
ces with thine. 7 he young king of CaJliUe^ the duke of 
Milan^ the houfe of Savoy^ the kings of Naples and 
Hungary^ the fenetians^ and the prince Palatine^ alji 
offer me their fervice as confederates and allies. 

The duke renewed all the old injurious reproaches 
againfl the king, for violating former truces. The 
perfonal hatred between Lewis XL and duke 
Charles was often the occafion of their making and 
meriting from each other the fame reproaches. The 
duke concluded with declaringf^that the defire of 
turning his arms againA the infidels, was the fole 
motive that could induce him at prefent to cenfent 
to a truce with the king ; but. that he muft begin 
with .the furrcndQr of Amiens and S.. QijiAiin^ ^nd. 
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alfo allow the kings of Arragon and Englimd^ and 
the duke of Britany a place in the treaty. The 
duke, however, was far from having that fidelity 
and attachment to his alfilK, which he pretended. 
He wrote privately to the conftable, fignifying, that 
he was willing to fign the truce without including 
his allies, provided the cities of Amiens and S. Quin- 
tin were delivered up to him. 

The king nothing terrified by the duke of Bur- 
gundy's menaces, and rejefting the conditions offered 
him, prepared for war. He fet out from Paris im- 
mediately, and opened.the campaign with the take* 
ing of ironquqy, Montdidier, Roye, Bray-fur- 
Somme, and Corbie. This laft place made a better 
defence than the reft, and Contay, who commanded 
in it, had an honourable capitulation granted him. 
The king's troops next entered Artois, and burnt 
Inville, la Barq, Darqui, Duifans, Mareuil, and 
Pbntdugis. The garifon of Arras fallied out againft 
the French, who at iirft counterfeited flight, in or* 
der to bring on an adion ; and then fuddenly facing 
about, charged the enemy with fuch fury, that they 
drove the Burgundians back to the very gates of Ar- 
ras : Very few efcaped : Almoft all of any diilinc-' 
tion were taken prifoners, as James de S. Pol, Ca* 
rency, Courtray, and d'Enquefme. 
' Whilft the French were thus laying wafte the 
dominions of the duke of Burgundy, Ren^, duke of 
Lorain, fent a herald to Nu2, to declare war 
againft him, and in the mean time pofitffi^d himfdf 
of Pierre-fort in Luxembourg. 

Although the duke of Burgundy was, beyond 
meafure, provoked at the defiance, fent him by the 
duke of Lorain, he affeded, however, to hide bis 
fenfe of the affront, by the civil reception he gave 
the herald, whom he prefented with a rich fuit of 
cloaths, and a fum of money, in reward, he faidy 
for the good news he brought him« 

The 
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The duke of Burgundy was notable long to (mo- 
tber his rage ; and the news which he received of 
the fuccefs of the French contributed ftill more to 
' inflame it. He wrote to Dufoy, governor of Lux- 
embourg, to retake Pterre-fbrt, and ordered at the 
fame time, that all who were in the place when it 
furrendered, ihould be quartered. Although the 
fiege of Nuz had coft him abundance of men and 
money, he could not yet refolve to abandon that en- 
terprize ; he was determined to make a laft eiFort, 
bj attacking the German camp. At firft he had 
fome advantage, occaiioned by the furprize, but in 
the end was repulfed : the lofs was coniiderable, and 
the fuccefs pretty near equal on both Cidts^ which 
ftill tended to the weakening of the Burgundians« 

The duke faw himielf at laft obliged to yield to 
neceffity, and &gn a truce for nine months. It was 
agreed that the Imperial army fliould withdraw into 
the territories of the empire, and the duke's into his 
own dominions; that the city of Nuz fliould remain 
in the hands of the bifliop of Forli, the pope's legate, 
and the difpute between the archbifliop and the chap- 
ter of Cologn, be referred to the determination of 
bis holinefs. 

The duke of Burgundy's regret at not fucceediog 
in the fiege of Nuz, gave way to his defire of taking 
vengeance of the di^e of Lorain, who, with bis 
fuccours from France was making a new progrefs in 
Luxembourg. The duke fent CampobafTe before 
him into that province, with two hundred lances. 
The reft of the army took the rout of Thionville, 
and by his appointment rendezvoufed at Maeftridi. 
He could notdiflemblehis refentment at feeing him- 
fdf attacked by a prince fo young, and fo much his 
inferior in point of power as the duke of Lorain, 
and had his mind more fet upon revenge, than ful- 
filling his engagements to Edward king of England. 

The EnglUh bad levied a prodigiQUS^tixv]^ ^i^&. 
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were ready to make a defcentupon France, as foon 
as they faw the duke of Bui^ndy in a condition to 
join them. 

Lewis XI. more attentive to prevent the defigm 
of his enemies, than duke Charles was to fecond hii 
allies, ordered his troops to march into Normandy, 
and came himfelF to Rouen. Here be 
Jum 10. treated with William de Chalons about 
the principality of Orange. The prince 
of Orange had been taken prifoner as he was going 
to wait upon the duke of Burgundy. Grolee, whofe 
prifoner he was, fold him to the king for forty thou- 
fand crowns. As the prince of Orange was notabk 
to pay this fum, he yielded and made over to the 
king, by way of ranfom, the right of fief, allegiance, 
oath of fidelity, and full fovereignty, with final ap- 
peal to the parliament of Dauphine, over the prin- 
cipality of Orange, its cities, forts, and vai&b. 
The king received his homage, and permitted him 
to ftile himfelf, prince of Orange by the grace ef God. 
He had alfo the privilege to coin money, and pardon 
criminals, except in cafes of herefy and treafon. He 
preferved to the inhabitants their laws and privily, 
with exemption from all taxes impofed, or to beim- 
pofed upon Dauphine. Thus the king, in acquiring 
the fovereignty of Orange ftill left the prince in pof* 
felfion of the chief prerogatives belonging to it. 

The king, that he might be in a condition tore- 
pel the attempts of his enemies, refolved to make 
hire of thofe of his fubjeds, whofe fidelity he had 
reafon to fufpeft. The conftable's treachery was 
no longer a myftery, after the particulars he had 
learnt from James de S. Pol, his brother. He had 
prefentcd himfelf thrice before the gates of S. Quin- 
tin, to take pofieffion of it for the duke of Bur- 
gundy. The conftable's natural inconftancy and 
diftruft of the king, had induced him to treat with 
the duke about the furrender of that place, and 

^x^vcatcd 
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rented his putting his defign in execution, when 
came to the point. We have feen that James de 
Pol, was made prifoner at the battle of Arras. 
he king put feveral queftions to him relating to 
e conftable. James de S. Pol, did not attempt 
excufe the reftlefs fpirit of his brother. ' The 
ng defired to know how he would have behaved, 
d he been received into the town. / would have 

4 it^ anfwered he, for the duke my maflir. His 
cerity pieafed the king, he reftored him to his W" 
rty, and after the duke's death took him into his 
vice. 

It was further difcovered, that the conftable had 
licited the duke of Bourbon, to declare for the 
kc of Burgundy. Tliis gave the king (o much 
I greater uneafinefi, as the duke of Bourbon com- 
inded an army in Burgundy ; but thefe fufpicions 
Te foon difpelled. The duke of Bourbon made 
evident by his behaviour, that he was hx from 
arkening to the propofitions of the conftable. He 
>k Chateau-Chinon, cut in pieces the army of 

5 count de Rouffi, marefchal of Burgundy, and 
ide the marefchal himielf prifoner, together with 
^ fires de Longy, Lifle, Montmartin, Digoigne, 
igny, Chaligny, and many other officers of diftinc* 
m. The lois was fo confiderable, that they who 
:ired to Dijon, fent to intreat the fire de Neucha- 
, to come and draw together the remains of the 
my, and take upon him the command. The 
ke of Bourbon, now mafter of the field, burnt 
ailly-la-Ville, and took Bar- fur-Seine. 

This News quieted the king's mind. At the 
ne time arrived a herald from the king of Eng* 
id, who being ready to embark, fent to fummpn 
iwis XL to furrender to him the kingdom of 
ance. The king received this defiance, rather 
ith an a*ir of coldnefs than any evident marks of 
n tempt. He took the herald afide^ and told hlccv^ 
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that he knew the king of England had not engaged 
in this war out of inclihation, but at the importujiity 
of the duke of Burgundy, and to pleafe the houfeof 
commons ; that the duke had ruined his army be- 
fore Nuzs and was no longer in a condition to fuc- 
cour his aHies ; that the conftaUe on whom the 
king of England fo much depended, wanted only to 
fow difiention among princes, and would afTuredly 
deceive him ; and that for thefe reafons the king of 
England would find it more advantageous to live in 
terms of friendftip with France, than tcuft to alUes, 
who could do him no fervice, and muft unavoidaUy 
difappoint him. 

The king to give the greater weight to his arga- 
ments, ordered a prefent of three hundred crowns 
of gold to the herald, with the prpmife of a more 
coniiderable fum, if a peace was concluded. Tbe 
herald- gained by this liberality, eafily confentcd to 
the reafonableneis of what the kiiig propofed: ht 
promifed to do hia utmoft to bfii^ about a peace, 
advifed him to wait till the king of England was 
landed with his army in France, and ddSred him 
to addrefs his letters to the lords Howard and Stan- 
ley, as the perfons in greateft credit with king Ed- 
ward. 

The king re-entered the hall, where his courtiers 
waited for him with impatience, and - endeavoured 
to read in his looks the impreffion which the king of 
jivfgland's defiance had made upon his mind. Tbe 
king appeared with an air of fatisfadion and con- 
tent, fpoke without rcferve of Edward's letter, aod 
even gave it to fome of his courtiers to read. He 
afterwards commanded Commines to entertain tlhe 
herald till he was ready to depart, that nobody migbt 
have an opportunity of talking with him in private, 
and to prefent him with a piece of crimfon velvet of 
thirty ells. 

Edward no iponer faw bis herald return, than be 

gave 
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gave orders for his troops to embark. He appointed 
lord Audley and Galliard de Durfort, lord of Duras, 
to condudt the fuccours dcftined for the fervice of the 
duke of Britany, who had engaged to declare himfclf 
IS foon as the Englifh had opened the campaign. Ed- 
ward, named the prince of Wales his fon, but five 
years old, guardian of the realm in hisabfence, with- 
out doubt to avoid the neceflity of appointing any 
other to that dangerous truft. He left with him for 
governors and counfellors fuch of the nobility, whofe 
ambition he moft dreaded, as forcfeeing that their 
mutual jealoufy would keep them within the bounds 
of their duty, 

Edward, upon his arrival at Calais, 
expected to find the duke of Burgundy y^fy* 

at the head of an army, and ready to aft 
in concert with him againft Lewis XL Nothing 
could equal the furprize of the Englilh, when they 
faw the duke of Burgundy enter the camp with a 
few attendants, and only impatient to leave them 
again, that he might go and make war. upon the 
duke of Lorain. 

Edward could not forbear reminding the duke of 
Burgundy, that the Englifli had not undertaken to 
crofs over into France, but upon a promife given 
them, that they fhould find the war already btgun, 
and be enabled to purfue it fo vigoroufly, as to make 
up for what of the feafon was loft before their arrival. 
The duke to excufe himfelf, and amufe the Engh'fli, 
told them, that his aff^airs were very far advanced 
by the fccret intelligence he held with theconftable, 
Vho had agreed to Surrender S. Q^iintin to them. 

Edward in this belief ordered a detachment to 
inarch and take poffeffion of the place : but the 
c:onftable fired from the Town upon the Englifh. 
The duke of Burgundy, who was himfclf deceived 
by theconftable, aflured the king of England^ tK^t 
he aded in this manner only out oi ^Vvc\> \.o x^ns. 

VoL.JL G w.\ 
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end that fhould the war turn out favourable to Ac 
French king, he might plead, that he had not de- 
livered up the town till he found that he was not in 
a condition to defend it. 

The king of England therefore appeared himfelf 
before S. Quintin, notwithftanding which, the con- 
ftable ordered the garifon to fire upon the Englilh. 
Neither Edward nor the duke of Burgundy could 
tell what judgment to form of S. Pol's conduA, who 
at the fame time wrote to them, that what he had 
done was only to ferve them the more efieduallj. 
The Englifh nevcrthelefs began to miilrufl their al- 
lies, when they faw that S. Quintin was not furren- 
dered to them, and that the duke left them to fet 
out for Barrois. 

Lewis XI. was all this while under the moft cmd 
anxiety : never had the Englifh tranfported fo fine 
an army into France ; almoft all the nobility of the 
kingdom were in Edward's camp; the duke of Bri- 
tany and the duchefs of Savoy had acceded to the 
league. And, indeed, had the duke of Burgundy 
kept to his engagements, and not fuflFered himfelf 
to be blindly carried away by his defire of taking 
vengeance on the duke of Lorain, France might 
have been brought to the brink of ruin. Lewis 
was not infenfible of the danger of his fituatioa:; 
his natural diftrufl rather magnified it, and threw 
him into the mofl violent perplexity imaginabki 
when a domcfiick belonging to John de Grafitty 
was brought to him. He had been made priibncr 
by the Englifh, and fent back according to the 
ufage of thofe times, when as appears, they always 
rcftored to his liberty the firfl captive of war they 
made. . 

This man came immediately to Compiegne, and 
defired to be introduced to the king. Lewis at firfl 
fufpefted him for a fpy, ajid charged fome of thafc 
thsit were about him, to interrogate him. He an- 

0«rered 
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rercd with fo much openncfs and feeming finceri- 
, that the king at laft confented to fee him. He 
Id him, that upon being made prifoner, he was 
ought before the king of England ; that foon after 
ey releafed him, and that as he was coming away^ 
e lords Howard and Stanley charged him to pre- 
it their moft humble refpedb to his majefty. The 
ng then called to mind that Edward's herald had 
vifed him to addrefs himfelf to thefe two lords, 
e ordered Commines to be called, and told h\m^ 
at he intended to fend a herald to Edward's camp : 
It as he had none with him at that time in the 
my, it was neceflary to cloath fome one in a he- 
Id's coat, and accordingly he named a fervant be- 
iging to the lord des Halies, whom he had once 
fore talked with, and found to be a man of fcnfe 
d judgment. Commines fcnt for this man, gave 
n his inftruAions, made up a coat of arms for 
n with the banners of trumpets, and fent him to 
5 Englifli camp, where he was condu<Sted intoEd- 
ird's prefence by the lords Howard and Stanley. 
He told that monarch, that the king his mafter 
Sred nothing fo much as to live in friendfliip with 
n : That fmce his acceffion to the crown he had 
/er made war upon, or attempted any thing a- 
inft England ; and as for his having entertained 
! earl of Warwick in his kingdom, it was more 
oppofition to the duke of Burgundy, than out of 
^quarrel to him) that the duke by fomenting 
\ war, aimed only at the gratification of his own 
tred and ambition j that this war could never be 
any advantage to the king of England ; that the 
fon was far advanced ; that the Engliflj would 
•n find themfelves under a neceffity of repaifing 
J fea, or expofing their country to a civil war; 
It it was for the benefit of both kings to live in 
ices and that plenipotentiaries might be appoint- 
G 2 <d^ 



^24 the History (f LEWIS XI. 

vcd, to meet fomewhere between the two armieSi 
and fettle the articles. 

Edward already diflatisfied wrtTi the duke of Bur- 
gundy, liftened favourably to the king's propofals, 
which were backed by Howard and 
^^g^fi* Stanley. He<:alled a councilof thechirf 
nobility, laid before them the herald's 
-commifHon, and reprefented ; that the army began 
to be in want of every thing ; that it was in vain to 
wait for affiftance from his allies ; and that he 
thought it better to treat with the king of France, 
than expofe himfelf to the danger of an expenfiv^ 
war, from which he could reap no advantage. 

The council approved Edward's defign j plenipo- 
tentiaries were appointed on both fides, and met at 
a village near Amiens. The king at the fame time 
fent the chancellor Doriole to Paris to raife the 
money which he forefaw would be neceflary to fup- 
port the arguments of his minifters. The articles 
were fettled without much difficulty. Commincs 
tpretends that the Englifli at firft demanded the re* 
ftitution of the whole kingdom, and afterwards con« 
fined themfelves to Normandy and Guyenne : But 
we find nothing of this kind either in the propofi- 
tions which Edward made to his council, or in the 
inftruftions given to his commiffioners. The coot 
of the treaty in Rymer*s coUeftion of the publics 
Ja£ts, and the inftrument impowering the cardi- 
nal archbifhop of canterbury Edward's uncle, and 
the duke of Clarence his brother, to fign the treaty, 
iriention, that Edward was fatisfied with the fum of 
fijtty thoufand crowns* j that as foom as the faid 

fum 

* As the account here given of the treaty between Ed- 
ward IV. and Lewis XI. differs in feme particulars, as wcU 
a: the manner of reJfiting them from what we meet with in 
ihehiftoriaiis of ournation, 1 think it proper to fubjoin 
here 9> firmmary 6f the fevcral articles extradicd from »n 

«uthor» 
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film was paid, he would return to England with hia 
army, and that the lord Howard, and Sir John 
Cheney ,mafter of the horfe, fhould remain as hoft- 
ageft^ till the g^reated part o^. the army was arrived 

in 

aadior,- who cannot fure be charged with partiality to 
England, in tranfadtions between them and the French. 

In Edward's circumflances, deferted by his allies, the 
feafon far fpent, and in an enemy's country, without 
caftles or friends, the king of France' s'^propofals were very 
acceptable. Accordingly the herald was difmifTed with a 
prtfent, and a fafe-conduft for his matter's ambaffadors^ 
The fame day, or the nexty Edward called a coundl, at 
which were prefent all the lords in the army, to the num- 
ber of eighteen. It was refolved almoft unanimoufly,. 
that the lord Howard and three others fhould confer with 
the king of France's ambafTadors, and a full power was 
given them to conclude a peace upon thefe terms : i . That 
Lewis fhould pay theking^ within a fortnight, the (um of 
fcventy-five thoufand crowns, and from thence forward 
fifty thoufand crowns yearly, at two payments, during 
the life of the two kings. 2. That the king of France 
ihoald promife to marry the dauphin his fon to the king'«. 
Muefi 0!r kcmd daughter, and allow kis daughter-in-law 
fixty thoufand livres a year. Upon thefe two conditions, 
the ambafiadors were impowered to promife in the king's 
name, that he would return into England with his troops, 
immcxliately after the receipt of the feventy-five thoufand 
crowns : To conclude a treaty of amity and alliance be- 
tween the two. kings, with a promife of mutual affiflance 
againft their rebellious fubjedts ;. and lafUy, to fign a truce 
for feven years. 

The plenipotentiaries of the two kings meeting near 
Amiens, at almofl an eaual diilance from the two armies, 
the treaty was concluded the 28th, or 29th of Augufl, as 
Edward defired, without any confiderable alteration. 
Every thing being thus fettled, feparate writings were, 
dxawn, on each particular article of the treaty. 

By (he firft, the two kings promifcd to decide all their 
differences by arbitrators, namely, the archbifho^ of c^^- 
terbury, and the duke of Clarence for tkcViiv^o^^Tv^w^v 
G 3. «w^ 
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In England. The truce was concluded for nine 
years: Edward named for confervators his brothers 
the dukes of Clarence and Gloucefter, the chancel- 
lor, the keeper of the privy- feal, and the governors 
of the Cinquc-ports, and Calais. The confervators 
on the part of the king were; the fieur de Beaujeu, 
and the baftard of Bourbon admiral of France. The 
king comprehended in the truce the emperor and 
cleftors of the empire, the kings of Caftile, Leon, 
Scotland, Denmark, Jerufalem, Sicily, and Hun- 
gary; the dukes of Milan, Savoy, and Lorain; the 
bifliop of Metz, the ftates and territories of Flo- 
rence, Bern, and their allies ; the confederate body 
of higher Germany > and the country of Liege- On 

the 

and for the king of France, the archbifhop of Lyons, and 
the carl of Dunois. Moreover, Edward engaged to qoit 
the French territories, upon the receipt of the feveaty-nre 
thoufand crowns, without doing any damage, and to 
leave hoftages for the performante of his word. 

The fecond concerned the {tvtn years truce, in which 
were included all the allies of both the kings, and exprefsly 
die dukci of Burgundy and Britany, if they defired iu 
• The third contained a mutual engagement of brotherly 
friendfliip between the two kings, and exprefs articles 
concerning the dauplvin^s marriage withElizaoeth daugh« 
ter of Edward. 

The fourth was in form of Iktters patents, whcrdby 
Lewis promifed to pay annually to Edward, during their 
lives, the f^ of fifty thoufand crowns. This the Englilh ' 
authors call a tribute, though the letters patents exprefs 
not under what title thiis yearly penfion was to be paid. 
Some fay, it was limited to nine years. But no other li- 
mitation appears than the lives of the two kings. 

Laflly, Edward promifed to releafe queen Margaret 
for a ranfom of fifty thoufand crowns, which the king of 
France was to pay for her, within five years. Wt*£nd 
in the collection of the publick adb, that Margaret, was 
accordingly releafed the beginning of November this year, 
aadXewis XI. punctually paid Vb& (am promifed. Ttu^ 
J^Af Rapift:^ \ol. L p. 621% 
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the part of the king of England were comprehended* 
the emperor, without any mention of the eleSors v 
all the king's above-named, as alfo the dukes of 
Burgundy and Britany, and the Hans-towns : No- 
other ftates or princes are mentioned in the truce. 

The fame day another treaty was figned, by which 
the two kings bound themfclves mutually to aflift each 
other againft their rebellioas fubjecSts, and to grant 
one another a fecure retreat, if either fliould chance 
to be expelled his dominions ; it was like wife agreed^ 
that within a year, or little more, a congrefs fliould 
be held, to afcertain the value of money, in order 
to facilitate commerce between the two nations; 
that the dauphin of France fliould efpoufe the prin- 
ccft Elizabeth, or Mary her younger fitter, ifEliza- 
btth fliould die before the marriage; and that the 
nuptials fliould be folemnized at the king's expence,. 
who was to allow Elizabeth a fettlement of fixty- 
tboufand crowns a year, while flie continued in^ 
England, and caufe her to be conducted kitoFrance 
a^ his own charge; 

By anothec inftrament the king oblrged himfelf 
to pay yearly, during hi^ own life, and that of king 
Edward^ the fum gf fifty tbouj&iid crowxw» with 
fecurity upon the bank of Medicis. In fine, by a^ 
fM^th treaty Edward agreed to releafe queen Nlar- 
gafet- the daughter of the king of Sicily, who had' 
bcdd^l^rifoner ever fince the death of Henry VI. her^ 
litiftiaiid*. 

The- 

^ * This laft article was executed the beginning of the 
y^r following (on the 29th of January.) Sir Thomas 
Montgomery attended this princefs into France, and pre- 
finteda letter to the king, m which Henry renounced all 
title and claim to Margaret's moveables or efFeds, and 
laewis on hisfide difclaimed all pretcnfions to the crown of 
England, or to any dower or fettlement in right of the 
queen. Shortly after, Margaret transfesred. to th^ km% 

G 4 %\du 
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The Day on which thcfe treaties were fij 
J the two kings had an interview at 

^^' * quigny, where a very large Bridge 
raifed over the Somme* A kind of lodge wa! 
made, extending the whole breadth of the bi 
and divided in the middle by a partition in the 
of a grate or lattice, the holes of which were 
large enough to admit a man's putting his 
through. For the king would not have a b 
that might fbut and open, to prevent any fuch 
fortune as that which happened at Montereau-bi 
where John the fearlefs, duke of Burgundy, was 

The king fet out from Amiens with eight hu 
men at arms> and arrived firft at the place of i 
view. Immediately fome were difpatched t< 
notice of k to the king of England, who can 
tended by part of his army» As he approachc 
barrier, he bowed almofl to the ground, and i 
'vered \ the king of France returned the faluta 
and then thefe two princes gave each other 
hands. Edward made a fecond bow lower tha 
fore, and the king addreffing him faid : Coufti 
are heartify welcome^ there is no man living I havi 
defired tofee^ and th^nk heaven that WQ now mu\ 
jfriendfy a manner. 

The king of England returned the complim( 
French : After which, the bifiiop of Ely his { 
cellor, produced the infiruments and treaties 
drawn, and afked the king, whether he had 
thefe articles to the king of England, and wt 
lie approved the treaties as now read ? The kin 
fwered, that he agreed to all. The Miflal was 
brought and opened^ and both kings laid one 



and his fucceiTors, her claims upon Lorain, and all 
fuccefiions prefent and to come, as well on the fide 
mother Ifabella of Lorain, as of her father Rene k 
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upon the book, and the other upon the crofs, and 
fwore religioufly to obferve the truce 

After the oath, the king invited Edward to come 
to Paris, and told him with a pleafant Air, that he 
would there fee fome very fine Women ; and fliould 
have the cardinal of Bourbon afligned him for a con- 
feflbr, whom he would not find inexorable to offen- 
ces of love and gallantry.. After fome difcourfe to 
^is purpofe, the two kings ordered their attendants 
to withdraw. Coalmines alone was permitted to 
ftay, becaufe he was known to the king of England. 
Lewis put the queftia^ to Edward, how he was to 
behave, (hould the duke of Burgundy refufe to be 
comprehended in the truce. Edward raplied, that 
he would offer it him again, and if he perfifted in 
his refufal, the king might treat him as he faw 
cauie. Lewis afterwards mentioned the duke of 
Brltany ; but here Edward told him, that having 
never in his diftrefs met with a more true and faith- 
ful! friend, nothing fhould induce him to abandon 
that prince. The king immediately changed the 
difcourfe, and recalling thofe whom he had fent 
away, faluted^all the king of England's attendants- 
in the moft obliging manner. Both kings retired 
much at a time from the barrier : Lewis returned to 
Amiens, and Edward to his army. 

The king, as he returned from the interview,. 

told Commines, that he repented of having aHced 

the king of England to come to Paris. A is a- 

handfome prince^ added he^ and a great admirer of the- 

ladies ; perhaps he may meet with fome at Paris, fo a^ 

greeahle and charming^ as to give him a deftre of make -^ 

mg us afecondvijit. He is a prince I Jhalllike to have 

for my friend and alfy^ but would fee him as feldom as 

fojfihle in France s ^iis better to hc^e thefea between ui^ 

The evening after the interview, Lewis fent th^ 

king of England a prefent of three hundred waggon 

loads of wine. Great numbers of tVi^ TLrv^\^ q."wxv^ 

G 5 \c. 
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to Amiens, and th^ king invited fome of tt 
fup with him. Howard, thinking thereby t< 
his court, told him in his ear, that if he lii 
he would find a way to bring the kfng his 
to him to Paris. His majefty pretended not t 
him, but after fupper, lord Howard renewii 
propofaf, the king, who was now under a ne 
of taking notice of it,, replied, that nothing 
be more agreeable to him, than a vifit fr< 
king of England, did not his expedition intc 
embourg againfl: the duke of Birrgundy, requ 
departure immediately. 

The kind reception whicl^the firft Englii 
with at Amiens, foon drew prodigious num 
them thither. The king on this occaiion,« 2 
to behave in a manner very different from th< 
of Burgundy, who would admit but few 
Englifh into Peronne, tho*" they were his anci 
lies. Lewis, to give his new allies a proof 
confidence, and thereby the more eflTedlually 
cile them, ordered the gates of Amiens to be t 
open to all the Englife, armed or unarmec 
ordered tableis to be fet on each fide of the 
furniflled with a variety of difhes, and great 
of wine; la Tremouille, Briquebec, and 
other perfons of diftinflion, were placed at th 
bles, to entertain all the Engli(h that came, 
were liberally entertained in all the inns and \ 
houfes, and'had nothing to pay ; for fo the k 
dered, who was himfelf at all the expence 
four days there was a perpetual concourfe of E 
often to the number of nine thoufand at a tim 
fomuch, that it was to be feared, they might 
themfelves maflers of the town. The king y 
vertifed of the danger, and at firft blamed tl 
truft; but lipon repeated advice fent him, fri 
to prevent any ill confequences, he command 
or three hundred men at irms^ to arm pri 
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and came himielf to the gate of the city, where be 
dined, and' did feveral Englifh officers the honour 
of admitting tUem to dinner with him. 

Edward being informed of this diforder, fent to 
deiire the king not to admit fo great a number of 
Englifh into the town; Lewis fent him back word^ 
that he cared not to do that himfelf ; but the king 
of England might, if he thought proper, fend thither 
a body of archers, to take charge of the gate, and 
let in, or exclude whom they pkafe ; which- was- 
accordingly done, 

Lewis, to gain efFeftually fuch as were in greatefi? 
credit with Edward, diflributed large fums of moneyi 
among them, and gave pcnfions to the amount of fix«^ 
teen thoufand crowns. Haftings, lord chamberlain^ 
bad one of two thoufand crowns, for which be would 
never grant a receipt, pretending rt was by no meany 
proper, that his name fhould ever be feen in the 
chamber of accounts. It would have been yet 
more to his honour not to have received the penfion ; 
but there are, it feems men, who look upon thofe 
actions only as difhonouraWe, of which they can be 
openly conviSed. 

This peace, however, was not univerfalTy relFfhed 
m the camp. The duke of Gloucefler, Edward's 
brother, exclaimed loudly againfl it, and refufed to- 
fe prefent at the interview ; but comirrg afterwards 
to pay his refpefts to the king, the prefents he re- 
ceived on that bccafion, made him change his lan- 
guage, and perhaps alfo his fentlments. 

Bretailles; a' gentleman of Gafcony, who was in- 
the king of England's fervice, fpoke with greater- 
freedom than any of the refl. The army in general^ 
charmed with theking^s liberality and magnificence,- 
tedf got hold of feveral prophecies, in which they^ 
fancied this peace foretold ; and as a difpofition tc 
"^'btelieve prodigies, makes one at the- fame time very. 
* apt to fee tbeizi> many reports of this kind were fpread ^ 
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abroad in the camp. Bretailles openly made a Jeff 
of thefe, and told Commines, that the king of 
EnrUnd would lofe more glory \fy |his peace, than 
he had gained in all the battles he had fought. Hm 
many m^iy tbefe be ? faid Com mines : Nine^ anfwered 
Bretailles. And how many has he loft ? Onlyone^ faid 
the Cither, and that is this^ which he has now loft tht 
op^\)rtunity of gaining in France. The king being in- 
foimcdof thisconverfation, fent for Bretailles, made 
him dine at his own table, promifed to take care of 
thofe of his family that were fettled in France, and 
preftnted him with a thoufand crowns. Bretailles^ 
was then ready to own that every thing had been 
done for the bed. 

Lewis XL could not conceal his Joy upon feeing 
himfelf delivered from the Englifh ; one day he wa» 
letting fall fome jefts, upon the eafe with which he 
had fent them home ; when fuddenly turning his 
head, he perceived a merchant of Gafcony that 
lived in England, and who might have overheard 
what he faid ; he went up to him, and a(ked what 
he wanted ; the merchant begged a Paflport for car- 
rying over into England fome wines, in which he 
traded. The king granted his requeft j but to pre- 
vent his returning to England, he gave him an em- 
ployment in France, and a thoufand livres to bring 
over his wife : And this p$nalty^ fays Commines, the 
king impofed upon himfelf ^ for the too great liberty of his 
tongue. 

But how advantageous foevcr the treaty latefy 
eoncluded might be for France, Edward was far 
from being diiTatisQed with it ; he had procured by 
this armament, what he chiefly wanted, I mean a 
large fupply of money from the houfe of commons, 
who never granted extraordinary fubfidies in thofc 
days, except in cafe of a war with France. At all 
other times the kings were obliged to live upon 
th^r €wn revenues^ for the civil lift was not then 
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Known in England. Edward had wifely brought 
over with him feveral members of the houfe of 
commons ; men of wealth and opulence, who had 
been aceuftomed to a life of eafe, were unfit for the 
iiaitigues of war, and therefore likely foon to grow 
weary of a camp* , Thefe readily came into the 
peace, and were therefore led by their own intcreft 
after their return, to juftify it as advantageous to the 
Aation^ Such as might have been inclined to talk in 
a diflFerent ftrain, were all gained over. 

The conftable de S.Pol had ufed all his endeavours 
to crofs the peace^ While the treaty between Lewis^ 
XI. and Edward was on foot, he fent Lewis de Cre- 
Tille to begin a negotiation. As Contay chanced: 
to be then at court, Lewis was refolved to have him^ 
prefent at the audience he was going to give Cre- 
ville, and ordered him to hide himfelf behind a 
Ikreen* Creville, who believed he fpoke to the king- 
only before Bouchage, exprefled himfelf in a manner 
rery injurious to the duke of Burgundy. He faid 
that he was in the greateft rage againft Edward,. 
and fufFered himfelf to be tranfported by his pailion- 
even to a pitch of folly. The king pretending not 
to hear, defired Creville to tell him it over again ;: 
who, imagining that he fhould thereby pleafe the 
ting, enlarged upon the duke's follies, and afled 
them to the \i(c. He afterwards entered upon the 
defign of his commiffion; but the king, who* 
wanted only to give Contay an opportunity of hear- 
ing in what terms the conftable and his creatures^ 
fpoke of duke Charles, difmifled Creville, and told 
bim that he would fend his brother, the conftable, 
an account of his affairs. Contay was impatient ta 
inform the duke, his matter, of what had pafled, and 
contributed not a little to fpirit him up againftS. Pol. 

Lewis having finiftied his treaty with 
Edward, figned a prolongation of the Sept 4. 
truce with the king of Arragon till the 
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firft of July, 1476, Four days after he concluded* 
a treaty^ by which he bound himfelf to affift king^ 
Alphonfo of Portugal, as king of CaAile and Leon, 
againft the king of Arragon, as fckxn as thePortu- 
gueze had driven Ferdinand king, of Sicily out of 
Caftile. The prolongation of the truce and this 
new treaty, were by no means conformable to bo* 
nour and good faith. 

Edward foon after departed, for England, accom^ 
panitd by the bifhop of Evreux, leaving lord How-- 
ard and Sir John Cheny to remain eight days in the 
king's hands as hoftages. When they took their 
leave, they delivered up to the king all the letters of 
the conftable to Edward ; as alfo one, where he 
fpoke in very difrefpeiSlful terms of that prince^ as 
having fuflfered himfelf to be overrreached by the. 
king of France. 

Upon the conclufion of the truce and treaty with« 
theEnglifh, the duke of Burgundy became fenfible 
that it was his wifeft courfe to make up matters 
with the king. The two princes agreed upon a. 
truce of nine years, which was figncd at 
Sept, 13. Soleure, a fmall town near Luxembourg, 
by the duke of Burgundy, and the ple- 
nipotentiaries of the king. * It was articled^ that, 

if. 

** Commines pretends, that the duke of Burgundy, 
hiaving notice of the peace concluded between the French 
an 1 Enghrti, fet out immediately from Luxembourg, and 
came in mighty halte to Edward ; that he fell into a •vio- 
lent paflioii with him, and told him, he had not invited* 
theEnglifh over into France, out of any neceffity he had' 
of their aflillance, but only to put them in a way of recall 
vering what they t.ad loft, and to convince them he could. 
fubfift witho t them, fvvore he wo Id conclude neither 
peace nor truce, till the king h^d t;een three months in 
Engl ind If it be indeed true, that the duke of Bur- 
gundy reproached Edward^ it muft have been by ktCCKS 
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if during the continuance of the truce, any city 
f))ould withdraw its allegiance from its true fove* 
reign, and make an offer of itfclf on the other fide, 
no encouragement fhould be given; that particular 
care (hould be taken of the fecurity and freedom of 
hufbandry and commerce ; that the duke fhould re- 
fioreto the king the fortrefles of Beaulieu and Ver- 
vins, as foon as S. Quintih was furrendered into his 
hands; and that the lands^and feign iories depending 
on the county of Marie, fhould remain under the 
obedience of the king. This treaty being properly 
nothing more than a renewal of that at Bouv^nes, 
the king confcnted to reflore all the towns taken 
finqe. In this truce were included the fame princes 
and ilates comprehended in that lately made with the 
Englifb, excepting only Rene, duke of Lorain ^ 
and the king alfo bound himfclf to aflift the duke of 
Burgundy againft the emperor, the city of Cologn^ 
and their adherents. 

The duke of Burgundy delirered the fame day to* 
the king a writing, figned with his own hand, in 
which he declared Lewis of Luxembourg, conftable 
of France, a traitor and diflurber of the ftate, pro- 
miled never to receive him into favour, and to do* 
hts utmoft to get him apprehended and brought to 
juflice; or if he did- not fee jufttce executed upon 

hinv 
or depnties ; for it is certain thsfe t>\'0 princes faw not 
one another after the figning of the treaty. 

Commines is no lefs xniilaken in fuppofmg, tliat the 
king went to Vervins to meet the duke of Burgundy V 
embafladors, and appointed the chancellor Doriole to con- 
fer with them. It is pkin from the relation of John Bri-, 
connet, that the king left Amiens the eighth of Septembcfj^ 
and that he was at doiffons when the truce of Soleure was* 
iigned. Bcfides, the chancellor Doriole was then in Bri- ' 
tany. -Commines was probably led into this error, by a 
conference, of which he takes no notice, that was held the 
year following at Noyon, where both Doiiolt ?ji^ ^w^ 
,. chancellor of Burgundy were prefeut 
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him himfelf within eight days after he was taken^. 
he engaged to fur render him into the hands of the 
king. 

Although the duke of Britany was comprehended 
in all the treaties already made, the king was, not- 
withftanding, refolved to fign a particular agree- 
ment with that prince, wherein he fhould be bound- 
by oath, and under pain of church-cen- 
OSf. g». fures. By this treaty the king over* 
looking what was paft, engaged to affiff 
and fupport the duke of Britany ; who, on his fide,. 
was to aid and ferve the king againft all his enemies- 
without exception ; and from that time renounce^ 
all alliances and friendfhips to the prejudice of the 
crown, without being obliged, however, to march' 
his troops out of his own duchy. The king, it is 
added, fhall alfo maintain the duke in all his juft 
rights, claims, and prerogatives, in like manner as 
he enjoyed them under the late king Charles VIL 
and if need be, ihall employ all his forces in his de- 
fence. 

The fubjefts and fervants of either prince, fliall 
be reftored to all their eftates and honours, with 
exemption from all inqueft and examination in re-^ 
gard to what is paft. 

The king (hall reftore to the duke all the landf^ 
andfeigniories of which he has difpofleffed him, and 
revokes all grants and alienations made of them tO; 
othcr<5. 

The king and duke (hall give mutual intelligence; 
to one another, of all the intrigues and fchemes 
formed againft them, and of all defigns that may 
come to their knowledge, tending to the difturbance 
of the publick peace. They likewife promife each,' 
upon their honour, and the faith of a prince, to ob- 
ferve the faid treaty, and ratify it with an oath upon- 
the crofs of S. Lo, and the relicks of S. Herve, and 
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We fee plainly, that in thofe days, the folemnity 
of an oath, was looked upon as a better fecurity 
than the faith of princes j although it is but too evi- 
dent that neither the one nor the other were much 
regarded by them. 

The king^, after taking and receiving the oath,, 
infifted upon the duke's renouncing every other alJi* 
ance but his own, and particularly his engagements- 
with the king of England ; which the duke, a weak 
friend and timorous enemy, durft not refufe him. 

The king having brought this treaty to a conclu- 
fion, turned all his attention towards the conflable*. 
He had entered into a treaty at Soleurc with the: 
duke of Burgundy, not unlike that which was here«^ 
tofore made between Auguftusy Antony, and Lepi- 
dus, where all for their common intereft, facrificed' 
indifferently their friends and their enemies. Lewis-- 
XI. took no notice of Rene, duke of Lorain, though. 
he had himfelf fiirred him up to make war upon the: 
duke of Burgundy ) and this laft abandoned the^6n- 
ftable, of whom he had indeed reafon to complain, 
but would, neverthelefs, have willingly faved him. 

Thfi coofiable-ktiawiftg-thatthekifig had r^folv^ 
vpon his ruin, and that he was approaching S. Quin- 
tin at the head of twenty thoufand men, found him* 
felf under a Neceffity of flying for proteftion to the 
duke of Burgundy, and accordingly efcaped toMons,, 
of which Aimeries, the only friend he now had, was 
governor.. The king immediately entered S. Quin- 
tin, difplaced the magiftrates, dcoveall who wereof 
the conftable'l party from the town, and entirely 
cleared it of fufpefled perfons» Hie then fent Gau-- 
court, Bloflet,. and Cerifay,, to. require the duke of 
Burgundy to deliver up the conftable. The duke 
had no intention to comply ; but the king, to add 
the greater weight to the remonftrancee of his em- 
bdfladors^ gave orders at tlie fame time to la Tre- 
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mouille, who was in Champagne, to advance to* 
wards Lorain with five hundred lances. 

The duke of Burgundy employed all the artifices 
he could think of to elude the performance of his 
promife ; but finding that the conqueft of Lorain 
would be a very difficult work, if France oppofed 
him in it, he fent his commands to the lord d'Aim^ 
cries, to deliver the conftable into the hands of Ru- 
gonct and Imbercourt. Even in cafes where friend- 
fhip is ftrong enough to balance dutv, it is yet fel- 
dom a match for ambition or fear. Aimeries aban- 
doned his friend, and furrendered him up to his two* 
moft inveterate enemies. 

Duke Charles was not without his fears, left the 
king, when matter of the conftable's pcrfon, fhould 
catch at fome pretence to aid thofe of Lerain. He 
therefore infilled upon his declaring ny way of inter- 
pretation, of the articles of the truce, that the ia- 
habitants of Nancy having granted a retreat to thofe' 
of Terette,.and committed many hoftilities in Bur- 

gundy^. could tK>t claim the benefit of it. 
JWw. 12, The king facrificUig his allies to a defire 

of vengeance, gavo letters patents, bj 
which he owned the juilice of the duke's complaints, 
againft the people of Lorain, and abandoned them 
to his refentment. By other letters of the fame date,, 
the king gave him his choice, either of theconfifca- 
ted eftates of the conftable, or the free and undi- 
fiurbed polTefiion of the towns he had taken, or 
fiiould hereafter take in Lorain. 

The duke of Burgundy requefteda delay of fome 
days, in hopes of making himfelf mafter of Nancy 
before the terhi.was expired, and thereby fa v^ing the 
conftable: but the fiege holding longer than he ex- 
pisdled % Hugonet and Imbercourt, yet more faithful 
to their refentment than the duke's orders, condu£ted 
the conftable to Peronne,. and delivered him on the 
day appointed to the admiral, and the Sieur de S.. 

Pierre^ 



i 
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Pierre, captain ofthe dauphin's guard. Aboutthree 
^f hours after the prifoner was delivered, a counter- 
Older came from the duke, but it was then too late. 

The con (table was carried to the Ba- 
ftille, where the chancellor, the firftpre- Niru. 27, 
fident Boulanger, Gaucourt governor of 
Paris, with feveral prefidents, mailers of requefts, 
and couniellors, waited to receive him. The ad- 
miral addreffing them, faid, I furrender into your 
bands Lewis de Luxembourg^ count de S. Poly conflable. 
of France^ to be tried by this courts touching the feveral 
charges and accufations that are faid to lie againjl hiniy 
and receive judgment agreeable to what God, reafon^ 
ju/fic0j and your own confcienceSy Jhall dilate to be right. 

To- this the chancellor made anfwer ; fince it is the 
Ung^'s will andpleafure, to deliver the count de S, Pol^ 
bisevnftable^ into the hands of this courts the foveretgn, 
fiat ef jujiice in the kingdom^ we jhall take account of 
the cliarges that are againfi him^ examine him thereanent^ 
and give fuch decifton as jhall feem ia us agreeable to rea- 
fin andmfiice. After this they all retired, and the. 
conftable remained a prifoner, under cuftody of 
Boflet fieur de S. Pierre. 

The conftable's crime was proved in the clcareft 
manner, fuch of the late duke of Guyenne's ofBcers, 
at bad pafTed into thefervice of his majefty, difco^ 
▼ered all they knew relating to the conftable*s in- 
trigues with their mafter; the king of England had 
delivered up all the letters fent to him ; the duke of 
Burgundy, in the firft emotions of his rage, had fur- 
niflied heavy articles againft him ; and the duke of 
Bourbon had put into the king's hands a letter from 
ihe conftable, inviting him to join In his treafooable 
intrigues. 

The day after the prifoner's- arrival, the chancel- 
lor^ the firft prefident, and the governor of Paris, 
affifted by nine counfellors, Denis HefTelin, mafter 
of the king's houibold, and Aubert le Vifte^ coviiv- 
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fbllor and judge in chancery,, went over to the baflille 
in confequence of an order of parliament. The 
chancellor demanded of the conf&ble, whether he 
chofe to write down his depofition himfelf, or di- 
ftate it to another in order to its being fent to the 
king, or undergo an examination agreeable to th8 
ufual forms. The conftable asked time to confider 
of it, and a little after noon declared, that he fub* 
Jnitted to be examined according to the legal forms 
of trial ; upon which they proceeded immediately to 
interrogate him. 

The conftable declared, that when he was laft at 
Mons, He^ordirEciufstQldUm^ of the duke of Bw 
gundy*'5 having dif covered to htm a defign he hid formed 
againft the king^s life^ but without explaining the manner 
of it ; that fever a I perfons had hinted to hm the pojjtbi' 
lity offomething happening that might contribute to his A- 
Uverance ; and that having demanded of the. bailiff of 
Hainault what this difcourfe could mean^ he received for 
anfwer^ thai the duke of Burgundy was to haw an inter' 
view with the king at Etrees-au-Ponty near Gutfe^ 
where fomething might be tranfaSfed of the greateji aJU 
vantage to the duU* 7Jig can/labk addcdy that hi UBt^ 
derliood it of taking or killing the king. 

The chancellor and commiflioners queftioned 
him, whether Heftor de TEclufe had faid any thing 
particular to him about a defign of taking or killing 
the king. He anfwered. No : but that havif^fent 
John le Comte his bailiff in Cambrefts to the duke tf 
iurgundy, one of that princess fecretaries told k Comity 
^ttt it was in the conflable^s power t$ give the finijbing 
Jlroke to their defignSy by killing or taking the king at th 
projected interview 5 that le Comte anfwering he would 
propofe the thing to his mafter ; the duke drawing neat 
hiniy ajkedy whether he perfeSify under/lood his fecreta* 
rfs meaning, ^e conjlable added, that being after* 
wards at Valenciennes^ the duke had expreffed bimfilfin 
a. nuimer fo Jhocking^ with regard t9 the king, that hi 
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entreated him to change the dlfcourfe ; at which the duke 
appeared highly offended. He faid^ further^ that he had 
'been often urged to endeavour at an Interview betweai 
the ktng and the duke^ hut always gave for anfwer^ 
.that he would footier dicy than do what -was required of 
hhn* 

The conftable underwent four feveral examina- 
tions at diiFerent times ; after which the minutes of 
Jiis trial were read in parliament before a full aflem- 
biy of all the chambers. It was then refolved to 
proceed to judgment againft him ; and as feveral 
obfcure articles were found in his confeffion, the 
chancellor and commii&oners were ordered to inter- 
rogate him once more, and digeft his confeffion in 
writing, which was thereupon to be of the fame 
force, as if made in prefence of the whole parlia- 
ment. Accordingly the chancellor and commiffioners 
went to interrogate the conftable a-new, who an- 
fwered, that he had already made full confeifion of 
all he knew. 

Next day all the chambers afTembled, the con- 
ftable's laft confeifion was read, and it was refolved 
to proceed immediately to judgment. On Tuefday 
the nineteenth of December, Bloflet went to fetch 
him from the Baftille, and brought him into the 
hall of the chamber of criminals : there the chan- 
dler rifmg up and addreffing him, faid ; M. deS. 
Pol J you have always faffed for one of the hravejl and 
moft undaunted lords of the kingdom^ and mufl not for-' 
feit that charadler to day^ when you Jland in greater 
need than ever of all your courage and firmnefs. He 
then required him to deliver up the collar of the 
king's order, and the conftable's fword. S. Pol 
furrendered the collar iifter kiiling it ; as for the 
conftable's fword, he told them that had been taken 
from him when he was arrefted. Upon this, the 
prefident de Popincourt entered, and read the decree 
of parluMXienti which declared him attamXAd 2.tv\. 
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<ial, who inftead of being facrificed to juftice and 
the publick tranquiUity, feems the vidim of ven- 
geance, ambition, and avarice. 'Tis thus that 
princes, by fufFering paffion to have a ibare in their 
determinations, often deflroy the merit of thejufieft 
adiions. 



BOOK VIIL 



1476, TT TITHERTO the Juke of Bur- 
Eafler^ \ \ gundy's life has been a conti- 
April 24. nued train of battles, or rather 

of rafli headftrong attempts, followed 
fomctimes with fuccefs, which ferved only to pufli 
him towards the precipice, down which he is going 
to be hurried. Heaven fometimes pours down ven- 
geance upon princes in full meafure ; and God in 
punifliing their crimes, ilifcharges the whole weight 
of his indignation with vifible marks of refentment, 
making them examples of his juftice to thofe very 
nations, among whom they ought to have fhone out 
patterns of virtue. 

The duke of Burgundy, whofe reftlefs difpofltion 
and favage valour were ever furnifliing him with 
motives to war, turned his arms againft the Swit- 
%^x%y under pretence of their having promoted the 
revolt inFerette, and committed fome hoftilitics in 
the territories of the count de Romont his ally. 
Never was a warfo fatal in its confequences, under- 
taken upon flighter grounds. The quarrel arofc 
upon occafionof a cart-load of {beep- (kins belonging 
to a merchant of Switzerland, which the count de 
Romont had caufed to be feized in confideration of 
fome claims he had upon him. The king, at lea({^» 
in appcarsLncCf did aSl ia hU ^owcr to prevent the 
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war. The Switzers, on their fide, left no means 
untried to foften the duke, and bring him to reafon. 
They offered to make reftitution of whatever had 
been taken from the count de Romont, to renounce 
all alliances contrary to his intereft, even that with 
France, and to ferve him againft the king with a 
body of fix thoufand men. They rcprefcnted that 
he could draw no advantage from the conqueft of 
Switzerland, and that the very bridles of his army 
was worth more than their whole country. But 
neither the fubmiffion of the Switzers, nor the ad* 
vice of his wifeft officers, could make any impref- 
fion on the duke's ambition. The taking of Nancy 
and fome other flight advantages gained upon his 
firft entering Switzerland, made him believe that 
all muft receive law from him. Already he had 
conquered in imagination, all the flates and princi- 
palities around him, and formed the projeA of car- 
rying his viSorious arms into Italy. 

The duke laying fiege to Granfon, took it, and 
obliged the garifon, which confifted of five hundred 
men^ to furrender at difcretion. Some hiftorians 
pretend that there was a capitulation, by which the 
Switzers were to march out fafe and unhurt : but 
the duke, nolefs barb^arous than perfidious, delivered 
them into the hands of his campmarfliai, who or- 
dered four hundred of them to be hanged upon Tree?, 
and the remaining hundred to be drowned. 

The Switzers, who had armed in great hafte, 
were advancing to fuccour Grarfon, when they re- 
ceived- accounts of that town's being taken : pro- - 
bably they would not have dared to con:i:uie theif 
march farther, but the duke himfclf approached 
with his army to meet them. Nay, he committed 
ftill 2. greater fault Jipbn this occafiuii ; fv>r, inftead 
of keeping the plain wliere victory muft unavoidably 
hav^e declared for him, he refolved, contn? ;• to the 
opinion of all his officers, to enter the defiles b^ 

Vol. H, H Vvv.Ocv 
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which the enemy was to advance. Accordingly, 
he put himfelf at the head of a fele£l body of horfe, 
and charged their firft battalions. The Switzen 
ftood firm ; and the duke, who had engaged rafhiy, 
not being fupported, was obliged to retire in order 
to rally his men, and give the reft of the army time 
to come up. The Switzers took advantage of this 
diforder, and prefTed him with fo much vigour, that 
his firft line was totally routed. Upon this, the 
terror became general; for the front-ranks being 
driven back upon thofe that ftood next them, and 
they again upon the others that followed in order, 
the whole army was diffipated and broken, and the 
duke himfelf fo intrepid on all occafions, fled as far 
as Nonroy. His fool, nicknamed U Gbruuxy who 
bad often heard him fpeak of the valour of Hannibal, 
cried out as they fled, hen we run^ Str^ Uke trui 
Hanmbah. The lofs however was not fo great as 
the fright : but all the baggage, the tents, provifions, 
artillery, and the duke's rich furniture, which he 
had brought with him to make a difplay of his 
grandeur and wealth to foreigners, fell into the 
enemy's hands. The Switzers fo little underflood 
the value of the rich booty they were poflefl!ed of, 
that they fold the filver-plate for a trifle, fuppofing 
it to be pewter. Nor did they make a better hand 
of his jewels. One of them who found • the duke's 
fineft diamond, gave it away for a fldrin. The 
conquerors retook Granfon and fome other fortreflles, 
which the duke had made himfelf mafter of before 
the battle, and taking down the bodies of their 
companions, hung up as many Burgundians in their 
ftead. 

The king was not able to difTemble his joy upon 
hearing of the duke of Burgundy's defeat. He had 

in 

* It IS now the fecond diamond of the Fnneh crowii» 
Joiowa by the same of Sancy. 
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in the beginning of this year propofed a very finpular 
cafeof confcience, namely, whether he could ^ without 
iffence to God and his- own confciencey pormit^ T^^r, or 
foUrate^ any princes^ potentates^ or fiates^ who either 
.^iad^r /night have caufe of quarrel with the duke ofBur'^ 
jpnufy^ to make war upon anddijirefs him* 

A prince who after treatieafworn to and confirmed, 
propofes doubts of this l^ind, feems lefs inclined to 
difiblve real fcrgples and remorfes, than to feek a pre- 
text of impofing upon his people. The aiifwer 
given upon this occafion was, that confidertng what 
bad ^entbi^ conftant tenor of the duke ofBurgund/s con^ 
4u£l^ both towards the king and kingdom^ his majefty 
might not only leave other princes at liberty to aSf as they 
faw eaufe^ but even intimate to them^ that in cafe of a 
war with the duke of Burgundy ^ they had no rejentment 
#r oppofition to fear from him ; he was however y upon n$ 
account y to follfcite them to a wary or afjiji them in it. 

What an idea does this give of the faith of prin- 
ces I with what indignation ought we to regard the 
meannefs of thofe who are capable of fuggefting Aich 
low fiibterfuges, more criminal and ungenerous than 
im open rupture. 

Lewis XI. having now nothing to fear from the 
■ Juke of Burgundy, began to think of his other ene- 
mies, lefs powerful indeed, but not lefs dangerous. 
•He was fully apprized of king Rene's having for 
Ibme time paft jield intelligence with the enemies of 
the ftate, and by his Infligations, prevailed upon 
-Charles, duke of Calabria, his nephew, and the 
(on of the covint du Maine, to join in the condable's 
intrigues. 

The king wrote to the parliament, that he fliould 
■be forry to find the king of Naples his uncle guilty 
of the crimes laid to his charge ; but as the intereft 
of the ftate ought to take place of every other confi- 
deration, he willed the court to come to a refolution 
upon the meafures neceflary to fecure the publick 
H 2 Vt^Xi^^w^^ 
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tranquillity, defi ring them at the faitie time, to Tend 
the refult of their deliberations to him, that be 
might proceed accordingly* The parliament made 
an^er, that after mature diebate, the court was of 
opinion, his majefty might juftly proceed againft the 
king of Naples, by fcizing his perfon : However, in 
conuderation of his great age, of his being a prince 
of the blood, and that they knew the king to be averfe 
to the rigorous method of imprifonment, they only 
propofcd, that he might be fummoned to appear in 
perfon befof e his fovereign, or a court of peers, de- 
puted and chofen by him for that purpofe, under 
pain of banifhment, and confifcation of body and 
eftates. Rene, inftead of obeying the fummons, re- 
folved to throw himfelf upon the duke of Burgundy, 
and make him his heir. The affair was even very 
far advanced : A fon of the prince of Orange was 
gone into Piedmont, with twenty thoufand crowns, 
to raife troops, to take pofTeilion of Provence. But 
the battle of Granfon, by changing the face of 
aflFkirs, obliged alfo the king of Naples to change his 
meafures. The duke of Burgundy's officers, who 
were in Piedmont, took to flight; and fome natives 
of Provence, who had the ma)iagement of the in- 
trigue, being feized, difcovered all. The king then 
perceived the danger he was threatened . with, had 
the duke of Burgundy vanquilhed the Switzers ; for 
the houfes of Anjou and Savoy, and the duke of 
Milan, were ready to have attacked France on every 
fide. But this defeat of duke Charles, made all his 
friends fall ofF from him,and fear urged them to court 
the king's friendfhip. Rene fent the duke of Calabria 
to him, to reprefent the concern he was under, for 
having loft his favour, and to entreat him to put an 
end to the fcandal occafioned by the proceedings 
againft a prince of the blood, who defired nothing fo 
much as to finifh his days in peace. 

The 
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• The Jang, who never cared to come to extremi- 
ties, where there was any hope of fucceeding in the 
way of negotiation, difpatched ambafTadors to king 
Rene. Iliis prince received them at Aries, and 
there delivered into their hands an obligation, 
Whereby he engaged, upon the honour and faith of 
a king, to hold no intelligence, league, or alliance 
with the duke of Burgundy, of any other enemy o 
France ; and never to be acccflary to the furrender- 
ing of Provence into their hands. Rene fome time 
after made the king a vidt at Lyons, and brought 
with him Cofla, fenefchal of Provence, a man in- 
TiolaUy attached to the interefl of his mafter, and 
who perfeftly underftood the Art of fuiting hiipfelf 
to times, perfons, and conjundtures. In his firfl 
conferenc'e with the king, inftead of vainly difputing 
about fadls, or amufmg him with idle excufes, 
which, for the moft part, ferve only to inflame and 
aggravate matters : If the khg^ my mafler^ and ymr 
Uttcli^ (ffyi he to Lewis XL) has offered to make the 
duke of Burgundy his heir^t was by the advice of his 
bift friends^ and particular h mine, Tou who were his 
mphew had behaved injur ioufly and unhandfomely to him^ 
in depr ruing him of his rightful pojfejjions, tf^e therefore 
promoted this treaty with the duke of Burgundy ^ that 
your maje/fy hearing of it^ might be induced to do us 
juftice^ and to call to mind^ that the king my majier^ is 
your uncle \ but we never intended to bring the treaty to 
m conclufion. The king was pleafed with Cofla's 
freedom, and treated Rene the more favourably 
for it. 

. Accordingly, it was agreed to revoke the feizure 
made of the duchy of Anjou, upon condition, that 
the governor fhould ftill be named by the king, and 
take an oath of fidelity to him. In confequence of 
which, Rene put into the king's hands a patent, 
conftituting a governor, with a blank for the name ; 
and Lewis, pleafed with this inftance of fubmltELotv^ 

H 3 \£SA.^^ 
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made further reftitutioti of the duchy • of Bar, and 
all the lands holding of the county of Champagne. 

The fcandalous chronicle fays, that about thhtmt^ 
the hing of Sicily appointedy that after his deoth^ the 
county of Provence Jhould revert in full property to the 
king^ and he united to the crown ; and that the queen of 
England J who was Edward's prifoner^ was upon this 
cccafion alfo ranjomed for thefum of fifty thoufand crowns 
in goldy in confideraiion of which^ the fa id queen of 
England yielded and made over to the king^ all her claims 
and demands upon the aforefaid county of Provence. 

But in this, the author is miftaken. Queen Mar- 
garet was releafed in the month of November, and 
had figned this deed of refignation of the feventh of 
March, two months before the treaty concluded be- 
tween Lewis XI. and king Rene. 

The good undcrftanding reeftablifhed between the 
king and the houfe of Anjou, did not fuf^end the 
proceedings againft the marihal Rouault, who'had 
been taken into cuftody, upon an accufation of the 
conftable de S. Pol, charging him with being too 
ftriaiy engaged to the houfe of Anjou. The fen- 
tence given againft him at Tours by the council, 
makes no mention of tbefe engagements ; But it ac 
cufes him of having given in falfe mujler- rolls ^ and com* 
mitted divers exaSfions^ for which he is condemned in a 
fine of twenty thoufand Itvres^ deprived of all his employ' 
mentSy and banijhed the realm. The article relating 
to his baniftment did not take place : He died ill 
about two years after. 

Mean time, Rene, duke of Lorain, defirous to 
take advantage of the blow which the duke of Bur- 
gundy had received before Granfon, waited on thd 
Jing at Lyons, and earneftly follicited fuccours. 
Lewis, as he durft not openly violate the truce, fo 
was he loth to abandon a prince with whom he had 
entered into engagements before the treaty of Soleure. 
The king had refelved not to take part dire&ly in 

the 
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the quarrel, but fecretly to favour as much as he . 
ceuldy the duke of Burgundy's enemies. He con- 
tented himfelf therefore • with giving duke Rene a 
fmall fum of money, and a guard of four hundred 
laiices, to condud him as far ^ Sarbourg. The 
lords Naflau, Bifche, Feneftrange, Richebourg, and 
feveral gentlemen of Diftindion joined him, and at- 
tended him as far as Strafbourg, where the Switzers 
lent deputies to him to oiter him the command of 
their army. 

The duke of Bui^undy was fo mortified at the 
lofs of the battle of Granfon, that he fell into a 
deep melancholy, which very much altered his 
health. When he gave orders, it was with an air of 
diftradion and fury, that made him terrible to all 
Who approached him. The duke and duchefs of Sa- 
voy came to fee him at Laufanne, where he was ill, 
exprefled great concern at his misfortune, and fur- 
nifhed him all the fuccours in their power. Charles, 
wholly taken up with thoughts of vengeance, was 
drawmg together troops from all parts, and foon had 
an army on foot, more numerous than before the 
battle of Granfon, with which he marched in order 
to lay fiege to Morat, a town fituated on the lake 
of that name. 

The Switzers had taken care to fortify it well. 
The duke was fifteen days before it, and gave three 
feveral afTaults, but was always repulfed with lofs. 
Hearing that the Switzers and their allies, to the 
number of about thirty thoufand foot, and four 
thoufand horfe, were upon their march, he refolved 
to take account of their forces in perfon, and ad- 
vanced with his army to meet them. It was in 
Vain, that fome of his moft experienced officers ad- 
vifed him to raife the fiege, and wait for the enemy 
in the plain, where his cavalry, fuperior in number 
to theirs, would have a great advantage over them. 
Rage hindered him firom viewing things in a juft 
H 4 \\^x^ 
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L'ght, and prefumption (hut his- ears againft good 
counfel. For he was no fooner within fight of the 
allies, commanded by the jduke of Lorain, but he 

grew impatient for a battle, which he 
'Jurn 22, was obliged to put ofF till the next day, 

much againft his wiH, by reafon of a 
violent fall of rain. Mean time, part of the Swifs 
infantry took poft behind a hedge, where the ene- 
my's cavalry could not penetrate. The duke of 
Burgundy ordered a body of Franc- archers to attack 
them \ but being repulfed with great vigour, and 
not receiving any affiftance from the horfe, they 
endeavoured to retreat in good order. Whereon the 
Switzers falling upon them with great fury, entirely 
broke them, and made a dreadful flaughter. At 
the fame time the befieged made a vigorous fally : 
Galiot de Genouillac a brave and experienced offi- 
cer, whofe advice the duke had flighted, fuftained 
for fome time with two hundred lances the eiForts 
of the garifon ; but being at length overpowered by 
numbers, the whole Burgundian army was put to 
rout. This battle, in the giving of which the duke 
a6led no lefs imprudently than at Granfon, was in 
like manner loft by a repitition of the fame faults. 
Hiftorians fpeak differently of the number of the flain, 
which they raife from eight to twenty thoufand. So 
far is certain, that the lofs was very confiderable, 
and in particular there fell many officers of diftinc* 
tion, as Antony of Luxembourg, count de Marie, 
du Mas, Grimbergh, Rofembois, Mailli, Montagu, 
Bournonville, befides a great number of others. 
The run-aways who endeavoured to retire to Lau- 
fanne, were furrounded and cut in pieces by the 
count de Gruiere : Some companies who were upon 
their march from Italy, to join the army of duke 
Charles, were fallen upon by the peafants and maf- 
facred : The Paix des Vaux, and all the country 
round Geneva were facked. The duke fled to Gex \ 

but 
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hit hot thinking himfelf fafe there, paflled the 
mountains, ^nd retired to S. Claud. The duke of 
Lorain diftinguiQied himfelf in a particular manner 
in this battle. The Switzers were fo fully convinced 
that they were indebted to him for the vidory, that 
they refigned to him the ammunition, artillery, and 
in geneFal, all that was found in the camp of the 
vanquiflied. 

The duke of Burgundy was at firft under fome 
apprehenfion, that the king would take advantage 
, of the prefent conjundure, and break the trUce. 
By this it appears how little he underftood the genius 
or Lewis XL who feeing the duke haftening to his 
ruin, took care not to give him any diflurbance 
which might oblige him to change his meafures. 
Tlie conduA he obferved on this occaiion, proved 
much more prejudicial to the duke's af^ 
hirs ; he wrote to Dammartin, to hold yuHe 24^ 
himfelf always in readinefs, yet without 
for the prefent undertaking any thing; and at the 
£une time laboured underhand to corrupt the duke's 
principal officers. He found Campobaflb very ready. 
to enter into his defigns. It is generally fuppofed^ 
that this unhappy man's hatred to his mailer, pro-» 
ceeded from a box on the ear, the duke once gave 
tiim ; but it is probable, thatavarice had the great-* 
eft ihare in it.. For having the command of the 
itaiian troops, and the diftribution of their pay,^ he 
drew great advantages, from it. Hq was greatly 
difgufted at the duke's difbanding fome Italian. com-i 
panies of ordinance, and reducing his own to two 
hundred men, and pufhed his refentment fo far, as 
to leave the court of Burgundy, and retire into Bri- 
tany . The king thought this a proper time to make 
propofals to Campobaflb ; who not only confented • 
to abandon the duke, but even to deliver him into 
his Hands, or kill him. Lewis abhorring the per-* 
fidy, gave the duke information of Lty wKq vkv^'^vc^* 
H 5 vci^ 
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in^ it was'onty done with defign to create in him a' 

diftruft of his officers, began to have the greater 

confidence in CampobifTo, and immediately recalled 

bim. 

As foon as the king (aw: the duke of Burgundy 
engaged in a war with the Swltsers, he^came to 
Lyons, where he fpient feveral months, in order td 
be at hand to take advantage of all events, Tfao 
battles of Granfon and'Morat, foon convinced hiin, 
that he could not more;: efFedually ruin the duke of 
Bui^undy, than .by abandoning him to the di^tei 
of his own fury, iioatprudencQ and prefumption. He 
therefore returned to Pleffis-les-Tours ; but before h» 
£et out, thought fit to put a ftop to the encroach^ 
meats of the cardinal de la Rovcre, ftilcd by hifto- 
irians the cardmal of Si Peter ad VinCula. He wa^ 
nephew of pope Sixtus IV*. and legate of Avignom 
Beings a man o£ a violent and enterprizing temper^ 
he generally made one; forward attempt the fbunda*^ 
tionfor another, and aimed at extending -his lega- 
tion into the archbiOiaprick of Lyons. The king 
^pointed commiiiioners to examine into the bulls^ 
brie^, refcripts, and in general all the difpatdics 
from Home, with orders to fupprefs fuch as (hould 
be- found c6ntraa*y to. the rights of the Gallican 
church. He even fummonpd the pope to fulfil the 
canon of the council of Conftance, enjoining, thai 
a general council (hould be held every five years, 
threatening in cafe of refufa!,- to call a. national one 
in France; and the more efFe<aually to intimidate 
the court of Rome, ordered fome troops to enter the 
Comtat. The legate, now as fubmiflive as he had 
before been arrogant, came in. a fuppliant manner 
to the king; who treating him at firft with great 
diftance, in order to make him fenfible of his duty^ 
and the refped he owed his prince, was at laft indur 
ced to pardon him, and cntruil him with the ma* 
/7^^ement of the affairs of France at the court oi 
Howe. The 
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The duke of Burgundy was become (6 infatuated, 
that every ftep he took, pufhed him on to his ruin, 
making him lofe his alh'es and beft friends. The 
ducheis of Savoy coming to vifit him, in order to 
comfort him under his difafter, as fhe had before 
done on a like occafion, pafTed four days with him. 
The duke, whofe bead was then full of fufpicions 
and gloomy ideas-, confidering the alliance of this 
princefs as- the firfl caufe of all his misfortunes, gave 
orders to Olivier de la Marche, to apprehend her, 
with the princes her fons, as (he was returning to 
her own dominions. La Marche placed himfelf in 
ambufcade near Geneva, furrounded the duchefs 
with all her train, and carried her ofF. As the night 
was extremely dark, fome of her moft faithful do- 
mefticks found means to efcape with the young duke. 
La Marche took the duchefs u^r behind him, and 
committing her fecond fon and two daughters to 
fome of the moft trufty of his followers, brought 
them all to S. Claud. Duke Charles underftanding 
that the young duke of Savoy had efcaped, was 
minded to put la Marche to death, and ordered the 
duchefs to be conducted to the caiUe of Rouvre near 
Dijon. 

As foon as Lewis XL was informed that the 
duchefs of Savoy was retained by the duke of Burgun- 
dy as a prifoner, forgetting all fubjeds of complaint 
againft her, he began to consider her with the a^ 
fcStion and tende.nefs of a brother. That prin- 
cefs had ill confulted her affairs, in entering into an 
alliance with duke Charles, In reality had he beaten 
theSwitzers, Savoy became a neceffary appendagq 
to his conquefts, and muft have been feized as af- 
fording a convenient inlet to Italy ; for this prince 
thought it reafon enough to lay claim to any coun- 
try, that it was commodioufly iituated for him. On 
the other hand, the Switzcrs being viftorious, the 
(dychefe had every thing to fear from thcm^ afte^?. 
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having openly declared herfelf their enemy ; but the 
king's goodnefs difengaged her from thefe embar- 
lafTments. 

The ftates of Savoy feeing how much they ftood 
in need of the king's proteftion, deputed .the count 
of Brefle, and the bimop of Geneva, both uncles of 
'the young duke, to wait upon him. Lewis, who 
.was perfedly acquainted with the ambition and reft- 
lefs charader of thefe two princes, did not think 
proper to truft his nephew in their hands. He there- 
fore transferred that charge to Philbert de Grolec, 
gave the government of Piedmont to the count of 
Brelle, that of Savoy to the bifhop of Geneva, and 
committed the defence of Montmellian to Miolans, 
who took an oath not to furrender the city or caftlc 
into any hands but thofe of his majefty. The king 
having thus provided for the fecurity of Savoy, began 
iiext to think of refcuing his fitter. He gave a com- 
miffion for that purpofe to Chaumont d'Amboife, 
who acquitted himfelf of it with great prudence, and 
brought the duchcfs to Tours. The king went thi- 
ther to meet her, and faid in firft accotting her: 
Madam of Burgundy J you* r^ heartily welcome. The 
duchefs anfwered, that Jhe was no Burgundian, but 
c good Frenchwoman, and ready to ferve his majefly. 
Her ftay at Tours was Ihort, the king being no lefs 
impatient to fee her depart, than (he was to return 
'into her own Dominions: they entered intoafolemn 
'and mutual oath of amity for the future, and inftru- 
ments to that purpofe were interchangeably delivered; 
-farted well fatisfied with one another, and ever after 
* lived in the ftriaeft union and friendfhip. 

Galeis duke of Milan, was not more backward 
than the reft to renounce the alliance of the duke of 
Burgundy. Princes are feldom fond of entering into 
engagements with the unhappy ; and duke Charles's 
misfortunes made him every day lofe fome of his 
MlUes. Galeas fent ambafTadors to Lewis XL to re- 
new 
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new the ailcient treaties between them ; to declare 
that he was ready to do him homage for Genoa and 
Savona, and to aflure him, that in all the treaties 
concluded with the duke of Burgundy, he had never 
intended any thing injurious to his majefty'S intereft. 
The king was very fenfible that the duke of Milan 
aded in this manner out of neceiHty ; but he did not 
give himfelf much trouble about the motives by 
which princes were fwayed, provided he could 
draw them ofF from the interefts of the duke of 
Burgundy. 

The duke of Britany feeing all the Jug. g. 
world forfake the alliance of Burgundy, 
began to think that it would not be fafe for him to 
pcrfevere in it any longer. Duke Charles was too 
much taken up with the care of his own defence, 
to attend to the protcftion of his allies. The king 
of England had concluded a peace with France, and 
the little glory acquired in his laft expedition made 
it likely he would not be very forward to attempt 
another. Thefe reafons were fufficient to perfwade 
him, that it was his true intereft to court the friend- 
(hip of Lewfs XI. Accordingly he difpatched his 
chancellor, and Coetquen grand mafier of his hou- 
ihold, in quality of his ambafladors, to fwear to 
the peace concluded at Senlis. The only difficulty 
that arofe was in regard to the oath; the duke in- 
fifted that the king ftould fwear upon the crofs of S. 
Lo ; and Lewis abfolutely refufed to take that oath, 
in regard to feveral articles that appeared to him am- 
biguoufly expreffed, or which perhaps he never fin- 
'cerely intended to perform : The whole was an un- 
slccountable mixture of perfidy and devotion. Af- 
' tcr feveral propofals on both fides, they at laft agreed 
to fwear mutually to defend one another, and even 
to give fecret intimation of whatever defigns might 
be formed to either*s prejudice. Thus far the form 
of the oath was the fame to both *, but there waa 
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moreover a claufe added in the duke's, whereby he 
bound himfelf not to diilurb the king in the enjoy -« 
ment of what belonged to him in Britany. This 
article, in owning the king^s rights without expref- 
fing them^ was not unlikely to become a fource of 
future difputes. 

The king now in perfe£l: fecurity, as to what 
concerned his own dominions, began to think oif 
fuccouring his allies. Alphonfo V. king of Portu- 
gal had lately loft at Toro all the glory he had for-r 
merly acquired in Africa. That day fo fatal to his 
intereft, abfolutely decided the crown of Caftile in 
favour of Ferdinand fon to the king of Arragon. 
It is befides known, that thefe two laft princes, un- 
der pretence of appeafing the troubles of Navarre, 
fought to ufurp that crown from Francis Phccbus 
count de Foix, the fon of Magdalen of France. 
Lewis fearing left the king of Arragon (hould march 
his forces towards Rouffillon, ordered a body of 
troops, thither, under the command of the lord 
d'Albret, and Yvon du Fou. Some (kirmiflies hap- 
pened, but as it was neither for the intereft of 
France, nor the kings of Arragon and Caftile, to 
continue, the war, the truce was renewed. The 
king of Portugal in hopes that Lewis, not barely 
confining himfelf to the defence of Rouffillon, 
would moreover furnifh him with fuccours, came 
into France to follicit them. The king fent fome 
noblemen to meet him as far as Rouen, and received 
him with the greater marks of honour, as he was 
refolved not to render him any real fervices* He 
gave him to underftand that his diftruft of the duke 
of Burgundy hindered him from employing his for* 
ces elfe where. Alphonfo naturally fincere, had not 
the leaft fufplcion of diffimulation on the part of 
Lewis XL he even pcrfwaded himfelf, that \\Q 
would find it no hard tafk to make up matters be* 
tween him and the duke of Burgundy, and then 

doubted 
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doubted noit of being powerfully fupported by both. 
In thb belief he fet out from Tours, in order to 
wait upon the duke of Burgundy, who was before 
Nancy. 

The duke of Lorain, after the battle of Morat, 
marched along the Rhine to Straibourg. This 
prince as yet had no oth^r dependance than upon the 
glory he had lately acquired, the good will of his 
fubje^9 and the hatred they bore to the duke of 
Burgundy. Charles, vanquiflied as he was, had 
dill powerful refources. His great reputation fought 
for him, and he might have recovered his loifes, 
and triumphed over his enemies, had he been able 
to bear up agaiuft himfeJf. But inflead of that, 
giving^ way to a fatal melancholy, he lived two 
months without feeing any body, and even life itfelf- 
was become a burden to him. This alteration in 
his temper foon afFcdled hisconditution, and greatly 
impaired his health. He v^as liable often to great 
depreffions of fpirits, from which he would change 
fuddenly to a fit of rage and diftra<5lion. It was in 
rain that remedies were applied to calm thofe dan- 
gerous fallies, which, as they contributed not to re- 
eftablifh the tranquillity of his mind, ilill left the 
fource of the evil behind. 

While Charles thus continued in a ftateof ina£tton« 
duke Rene was bufied in fccuring alliances and. 
friends. Their number encrcafcd daily, many be- 
ing prompted by a regard to his youth, his misfor- 
tunes, and the juftice of his caufe. The town of 
Efpinal declaring for him, this firfl: fucceCs revived 
the hopes of his party ; and the young prince foon 
found himfelf at the head of fix thoufand men, ani- 
mated by the confidence of his former viftory. 

The heat of a party in its firft beginning, is rather 
violent than lafting, Rene perceiving that it would 
be impoHible to retain long within the hounds of 
difcipline, an army ill pais), and compofed for the 
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moft part of foldiers of fortune, laid liege to Nancj, 
not doubting but the recovery of his capital, would 
foon put him in pofTeffion of all the reft c^ his do- 
minions. Every thing confpired to favour hb de- 
fign. The Burgundians were hated in the country, 
and the town itfelf was ill provided for defence. The 
principal ftrength of the garifon confifted in a body 
of three hundred Englifh, commanded by captain 
Colpin. No fooner did the want of provifions begin 
fo be felt in the city, than the difcont^nt of the 
Engliih broke out in murmurs and complaints. 
Their commander kept them quiet for fome time, 
but he being killed in the progrefs of the 
OSfob. 6. fiege, they could no longer be reftrained 5 
and Bievres, the governor of the town, 
was forced to capitulate. The garifon were allowed 
to march out with all their baggage ; they that 
chofe to remain in the town, were to enjoy their 
former privileges, and fuch of the natives of Lo- 
rain, as were rather inclined to follow the party of 
the duke of Burgundy, had a month granted them 
to retire and difpofe of their efFefls. When Bievres 
waited on the duke of Lorain, that prirKe imbraced 
him tenderly, and thanked him for the kind treat- 
ment fliewn his fubjefts during the time he was go- 
vernor. Bievres, charmed with this pr^of of the 
conqueror's goodnefs, could not forbear faying, 
with tears in his eyes, I fee too well this war willnat' 
end but with the death of my mafler. 

Upon the firft news of the fiege of Nancy, the 
duke of Burgundy recovering from the lethargy in 
which he had lain buried for fome time, fent onJcrs 
into the fcveral parts of his dominions for the levying 
of men and money. He fpoke always with a boifte- 
rous threatening air, bat after his difgraces, the awe 
of his authority was confiderably abated, and his 
afTuming obftinacy had very much cooled the zeal 
of his fubjeSs. Tired at length with bi«,extiava-i 

^ant 
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It and multiplied demands, the Flemings fent him 
»rd, that if he was prejpdby the Germans and Swit^ 
'Sy and had not fufficunt force with him to fecure a 
reat into his own dominions^ they were ready to expofe 
ir lives and fortunes in his defence^ and wouldj upon 

firji intimation J come^ and at the hazard of all that 
s dear to them, lead him back infafety ; hut that if 
s by no means their intention to aid him with men and 
fcy for the carrying on of unneceffary wars. Princes 
r feldom capable of liftening with patience tafiuch 
in truths. This anfwer, which reproached, the 
te openly with the little regard he fliewed for the 
es and eftates of his fubjefts, ferved only to height- 

his fury. But what gave him the greateft mor- 
cation was, that having always flighted the ad- 
e of his generals, he could impute his misfortunes 
\y to himfelf : tliefe faults however, though they 
rited remorfe, did not conduce to make him more 
fe or fore-feeing. 
Lewis XI. was the 'pcrfon he flood mod in fear 

in his prefent circumftances. The antipathy 
!(e two princes had conceived againft one another 
m. their youth, made them dread each other in 
iir misfoi-tunes. They had agreed to have an in- 
view between Auxerre andjoigny ; butCharles un* 
rftanding that theking had ordered fome of hisGens* 
•arms to file ofF towards the frontiers of Picardy 
d Champagne, was poiTefTed with the notion, that 
defigned to break the truce, and therefore haftened 
:o Lorain to the relief of Nancy. Being informed 
on his march, that the place had fuTrendered, he 
/anced with defign to give Rene battle. But the 
ung prince, not imagining himfelf ftrong enough,^ 
t a good garifon in Nancy» and threw fome 
lops into the adjacent towns, to flop the progrefs 

the Burgundian army, while he, in the mean 
ne, went to ibllicite the Switzers and Germans 
' fupplies^ 
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The king, far from taking an)' advantage of the 
prefent fituation of the duke of Burgundy, gave him 
frefli intimation of the count de Campobaffo's trea- 
fon ; but Charles, blinded by his hatred of his rival, 
conlldered every thing that came from that quarter, 
as contrived on purpofe to enfnare him. He could 
not prevail with himfelf to believe that Lewis would 
have rejeSed fuch an ofFer, more efpecially as he 
bad more than once fufpeded his own life to be in 
danger from the like attempts. John Hardy had 
been quartered, upon an accufation of dedgning to 
poifon the king, at the inftigation of the duke of 
Burgundy. The conftable had alfo charged the 
duke with this treacherous projed, and the parlia- 
ment had lately condemned to death one John Ben, 
convicted of being fuborned by the duke of Burgundy 
to poifon the dauphin. 

Mean time Charles formed the fiege of Nancy, 
and entrufted the count de CampobaflTo with the 
command of the principal attack. This feithlefs 
man, fearing left the duke, notwithftanding his 
prefent prepofleflion, might at length come to be 
undeceived, refolved, in order to his own fecurity, 
to confummate, as foon as poffible, the crime of 
which he had formed the projcft. To that end he 
applies himfelf to Cifron de Bafchier, mafter of the 
houfhold to the duke of Lorain, offering either to 
aflTaf&nate, or deliver up duke Charles ; and, in the 
mean time, by fecret praftices, to lengthen out the 
fiege. He likewife acquainted him with all duke 
Charles's Oeflgns, his plan of operations, and the 
difpofitions of his attacks. Cifron, defirous to 
make advantage of this laft piece of advice, under- 
took to throw himfelf into the place with a troop of 
Smtfemen, all firmly attached to the interefl of duke 
ene. Many fucceeded in the attempt; but it 
happening that fome ivcre made prifoners, the duke 
of Burgumly ordered them to be immediately hanged, 

affirming) 
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affirming, that whoever endeavoured to reinforce 
the garifon of a town after it was invefted, ought 
to be looked upon as criminals, and to fufFer death 
by the law of arms. Cifron, who was one of the 
pri (oners, requefted to be carried to the duke, as 
having a fecret of the greateft importance, and that 
nearly concerned his perfon to communicate to him, 
adding, that he could difcover it to none befides 
himfelf. Campobaflb knowing that the fecret 
could be no other than his own treachery, perfuaded 
the duke, that it was only an artifice to gain time, 
and ordered his execution to be haftened. Cifron, 
as they were carrying him to punifhment, preffed 
fo warmly to be admitted into the duke's prefence, 
afluring them that he would have caufe to repent 
of it, if this was refufed him ; that feveral who 
heard him, went again to the duke, to prevail with 
him to grant the prifoner the hearing he demanded 
with fo much earneflnefs. But CampobafTo, who 
\va9 abfolute mafter in the camp, flood at the duke*s 
tent-door, refufed them entrance, and told them, 
that the duke ordered him to be executed imme* 
diately. 

The duke of Lorain, by way of reprifals, or- 
dered a hundred and twenty Burgundian prisoners 
to be hanged in like manner, with a writing fattened 
to each, which ran thus : For the Rocking inhumanity ^ 
and cruel murder committed on the perfon of the late Ctf' 
ron de Bafchier and his companions^ who as they wen 
/bithfully and loyally di [charging their duty to their mafler^ 
were made prifoner s iy the duke of Burgundy^ whofe 
tyrannical temper prompted him unjujlly to Jhed human 
ibod\, am I here tondemned to end my days. 

Rene, who was deftitute both of ammunition and 
ttoops, muft have loft Nancy almoft as foon as he 
bad taken it, but for the treachery of Campobaffo, 
and the blindnefs of duke Charles. This prince, 
continually preyed upon by a fatal melancholy, that 

fometimes 
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fometimes bereaved him of his underftanding, had 
negle£led to draw together the remains of his army : 
and when rouzed at length, by the progrefs of the 
enemy, he took the field, it was with fo little pre- 
caution^ that advancing with only a few men drawn 
together in hafte, he contented hi mfelf with writing 
to Dufay governor of Luxembourg, to aflemble the 
ban and arriere-ban, a refource that rather denotes 
the diftrefs of a ftatc, than ferves to remedy its mis- 
fortunes. This body, in appearance compofed of 
the flower of a nation, morediftinguiflied by its va- 
lour than exadnefs of difcipline, has not always per- 
formed the fervices that might have been expefted 
from it. To add to all thefe misfortunes, the army 
not only fufFered much from (ickne(s, but was alfo 
greatly weakened by dcfertion. The count de Chi- 
may, upon reviewing it, thought it his duty to rc- 
prefent to the duke, that he had not above three 
thoufand eSedlive men : but the prince in a rage, 
and rather provoked at the generous freedom of a 
faithful fubjeft, anfwered : 7^r^ I fi^gl^^^ T wouH 
not decline the fights but as for you ^ it appears that ym 
are of the houfe ofVaudemont *. Chimay withdrew, 
faying, Ihat if it came to a battle^ he vxould make it 
appear^ that he was a Frenchman^ loyal^ and nobly de- 
jcendedy and give proofs of it at the hazard of his life. 
The king of Portugal, who was now with the duke 
of Burgundy, and a witnefs of all his extravagant 
behavbur, plainly faw, that it was in vain to exped 
fuccours from a prince, who fo little knew his own 
wants, and therefore withdrew without folliciting 
any. 

The duke of Lorain had already got together about 
eight thoufand men, whom he reviewed under the 
walls of Bafilj but as the money that had been pro- 

mifed 

* Rene, the fecond of that name, duke of Lorain, 
was defcended of Ferri count of Vaudemont, the fecond 
fon of duke John. 
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mifcd them was not wholly paid, they threatened to 
difband. *Tis faid, that only twelve florins were 
wanting of the fum ftipulated, and that had not 
coiint Ufwal de Tierftcin lent them, Rene could 
not have kept his army together. He now waited 
only for the fuccours which the Germans had en- 
gaged to fend him, and upon their arrival, advanced 
towards Nancy, It was indeed high time, for the 
garifon were in want of every thing. The famine 
was fo extreme, that after having eaten up all their 
horfes, they were reduced to feed upon 
do^, rats, and mice. Upon the duke 1477* 

of Lorain's approach, the count de Cam- Jan. 4. 
pobaflb abandoned theBurgundian army, 
and came to join Rene with two hundred lances. 
The Germans refufed to receive him, declaring they 
would have no communication with traitors. The 
French who ferved in the army of Lorain, in like 
manner rejeSed two Italian officers, who had 
brought two hundred Gendarmes with them from 
Charles's camp 5 infomuch, that they were obliged 
to join Campobaflb, who had encamped at Pont de 
Buffiere, in order to fall upon the Burgundians, if 
being routed, any of them fhould attempt to efcape 
by the way of Luxembourg. 

On Sunday the fifth of January^ the duke of 
Lorain ordered mafs to be faid early in the morning 
at the head of his army, and marched in order of 
battle. All Charles's officers were for raifing the 
fiege, and avoiding an engagement. They repre- 
fented to him, that he ought to wait the arrival of 
the troops levying in his provinces, that he would 
then be fuperior to the enemr 5 whereas a battle in 
his prcfentcircumftances mujft neceflarily prove fatal. 
The duke rejefted this advice with fcorn, told thehi 
he would never fly before a young man, and began 
his march. The two armies foon came within 
fight ; Rene drew up his men in the plains of Neti- 

villc : 
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ville : His van confifted of fevcn thoufand foot, and 
two thoufand horfe. The command of the infantry 
was given to William Harfer, general of the Swit» 
sers, and that of the cavalry to the count de Tier- 
ftein ; they had under them the baftard of Vaude- 
mont, Vifle, Baflbmplerre, I'Eftang, Sytano, Ma- 
lortie, and Oriole. The main body included eight 
thoufand foot, who were fupported by fifteen hun* \i 
dred horfe on the right, and five hundred on the 
left. The rear did not exceed eight hundred men 
all foot, who were to fend detachments every where, 
according as neceffity required. Rene himfelf led 
the main body, and had for officers under him the 
counts de Salins and Linange, with the lords de 
Bitche, Paffenhaufen, BafTompierre, Waltrin, Ger- 
bcviller, Ligneville, Lenoncourt, Jacob de Pavoye, 
S. Amand and Blomont. 

The duke of Burgundy was encamped near Jar* 
ville, about half a league from Nancy. As he bad 
taken the refolution to defend his intrenchments | 
with the few troops he had about him, the body of 
men with which he was to make head againflduke 
Rene, did not exceed two thoufand ; he gave the 
right wing to Galiot, the left to JoflTe de Lalaini 
and himfelf took pofl in the centre at the head of 
the volunteers. 

Rene pafTed the little rivulet of Hevillecour, 
which feparated the two armies. The Switzcrs, 
according to an antient cuflom, falling proflrate, 
kifTed the ground as a token of their refolution to 
vanquifh or die, and then began to advance. But 
perceiving that the way, by which they were to 
march, was lined with the enemy's artillery, thef 
left fome battalions to amufe and keep the Burgun- 
dians in play, and flole up behind an hedge in order 
to fet upon them in flank. Waltrin obferving that 
the duke of Burgundy had not taken pofTeffion of 
all the plain as far as the wood^ detached four hun- 
dred 
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dred French horfe to begin the attack ; while ano- 
ther body were to fetch a compafS) and charge the 
Burgundians in the rear. 

The engagement began with equal ardour on both 
fides. They of Lorain fought to regain their coun- 
try and rightful prince ; the Burgun ians called to 
mind their former vi6lories, and even drew motives 
of courage from the confideration of their late de- 
feats : But the Switzers exerted themfelves in fo ex- 
traordinary a manner, that it was not long before 
vidory declared for them. The Burgundians, 
charged at once on all fides^ and overpowered by 
numbers, begun to lofe courage, and think of pro- 
Tiding for their own fafety. Galiot returned feveral 
times to the charge; the duke of Burgundy expofed 
bimfelf as much as themeaneft foldier; and appeared 
in all parts where his prefence was wanted. But it 
was in vain that by his example he (trove to revive 
the courage of his troops. The rout foon became 
general, and the duke, fpent with fatigue and 
wounded, was born away in the flight. Claude 
Blomontf fenefchal of S. Die purfued him : We are 
told that the duke called out for quarter, but that 
BJomont, being deaf, and not knowing what he 
laid, unhorfed him with his lance. The unhappy 
prince, oppreiTed with fatigue, wounds, and the 
weight of his armour, not being able to recover 
bimfelf, was trampled to dea th in the crowd. Others 
will have it, that he was killed by fome men fuborn- 
cd by Campobaflb, and placed near him for that pur- 
pofe. The fugitives were purfued as far as Pont de 
jBuffiere. Campobaflb, who had encamped there, 
gave quarter to none ; fo that they were all put to 
the fword or drowned. Rene, who was mafier of 
the field of battle, got pofleflion alfo of all the am- 
munition and provuions, which proved a very fea- 
fbnable relief to Nancy, where the mifery was ex- 
^eme. The duke of Lorain, entering the town 

after 
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after the battle, was received with extraordinary de- 
monftrations of joy 5 but inftcad of difplaying their 
iatisfadlion by a magnificence, which is more a proof 
of the pride and ambition of princes, than of 
the good will of their people 5 they ereded for him 
a triumphant arch out of the heads of the horfesand 
dogs they had fed upon during thp fiege. 

Bievres, Contay, and la Vieuville, fell in the bat- 
tle. Antony and Baldwin, baftards of Burgundy, 
were made prifoners, with the count de NafTau, de 
Retel, de Chimay^ Olivier de la Marche, Galiot, 
and a great many others* 

Enquiry was made for two days after the duke of 
Burgundy to no purpofe- At lafl they found his body 
in a ditch, naked, and furrounded with ice fohard, 
that they were obliged to dip; it out with a pick-ax. 
Although it was very much disfigured, his phyfician 
and fecretary knew it by feveral marks, particularly 
the fear of a wound he received at the battle of 
Montlhery. The duke of Lorain ordered the corps 
to be brought to Nancy, and went out in mourning 
to meet the procefiion, having a beard of gold that 
hung down to his middle, after the manner of the 
worthies of old, when they gained a victory , He 
fprinkled the body with holy water, and taking it 
bv the hand, faid ; iVell couftn^ your foul is now with 
Cody in your life you brought many calamities and af* 
fliSfions upon us. He was buried in a chapel, and 
continued there till 1550, when his remains were 
transferred to St. Donatus at Bruges. 

Thus died Charles the laft duke of Burgundy, 
whofe virtues were wholly of the military kind 5 he 
was ambitious, forward, without counfel or fore* 
fight, an enemy to peace, and ever thirfting after 
blood. His mad projedb proved the utter ruin of 
his houfe, brought innumerable calamities on his 
fubjefls, and drew on himfelf a deferred end. 

Great 
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Great events prefently difcover themfelves bjr fly- 
ing reports, that out-run the fwifteft meflcngcrs. 
What was confufcdly known of the duke of Bur- 
gundy's defeat, raifed an anxious curiofity, and 
made every ©nc inquifitive after the particulars of it, 
in order to carry them to the king. When thit 
prince was in expeftation of any interefting piece of 
news, he was not able to conceal his impatience ; 
but, as if he could thereby have accelerated events, 
would often talk of them beforehand, and fay ; / 
will give fo much to any man who brings me fuch and 
fuch news, Commines and du Bouchage had re- 
ceived each two hundred marks of filver, for having 
been the firft to acquaint him with the duke of Bur- 
gundy's defeat at Morat. He was ftill more impa- 
tient to be informed of what was doing before Nan- 
cy. Du Lude, who waited all night the arrival of 
the courier, perceived him firft about break of day, 
he obliged him to deliver the packet, and went im- 
mediately with it to the king. There were letters 
from Tremouille, giving an account of duke 
Charles's defeat, but without any mention of his 
death. It was not yet known whether he was killed 
or made prifoner, or whether he had not efcaped 
into Germany. The king could not diflemble his 
joy. He fent for fonie of the principal men of the 
court and city, read the letters to them, and invited 
them to dine with him. The eonverfaticn ran al- 
together upon the accounts juft received : all prefcnt 
Bxprefled a joy real or feigned j for fuch of the 
courtiers as were diflatisfied, faw, with forrow, that 
the king would now become more abfolute than 
ever. Commines gives a lively pidure of the com- 
pany we are fpeaking of, which is not the lefs ftrong 
ind expreffive, becaufe fimple and unadorned, and 
gives a juftcr idea of the fpirit cf the courtiers, than 
my thing I could fay upon the fubjccl. His words 
ire ; / well remember that myfelfand others y took par- 
Vol. II. I ticular 
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ticular notice of their eating ; to/, to [peak the 'truth 
(whether for joy or/orrow, /cannot tell) there was mt 
one of them all that half filed his heHy^ and certainhf it 
could not be modejly or bajhfulnefs before the king ; far 
there was not one among Ji them^ but had had the honm 
fif dining with his majefty feveral times before. 

Next day all the particulars of the action were 
known, and duke Charles's death was confirmed bjr 
letters from the duke of Lorain. The king dif- 
patehed mef||engers with thefe accounts to the prior 
cipal cities of the kingdom, and to the duke of Bri- 
tany. Two days after, he learnt the tragical fete 
of Galeas duke of Milan, who was aflai&iated in 
the midft of his guards, as he was going to church*. 

The duke of Orleans applied to the king for leave 
and aiSftance to aflert his claim upon the Milaneze, 
derived from his grand-mother Valentina Viconti ; 
but Lewis was not then at leifure to embark in fuch 
an enterprise, having his thoughts wholly taken up 
with the projed): of recovering Burgundy. He fent 
meflengers to the principal cities of that duchy, to 
acquaint them with his defign of taking under his 
proteiSlion the perfon and dominions of Mary, 
daughter and heirefs of duke Charles, and his own 
relation and god- daughter ; to reprefent his herpes of 
efFeding a marriage between her and the dauphin; 
and to put them in mind, that Burgundy having 
been given in appenage to Philip of France, the fon 
of king John, returned of courfe to the crown, up- 
on default of heirs male f. The king, in the mean 

time, 

* The death of Galeas was the elFedl of perfonal refcnt- 
ment, not any confpiracy againft the ftate. The chief «f 
the afiaflins were two men, whom he had injured in point 
of honour, by feducing the wife of the one, and debauch- 
ing the other's filler. 

f This principle was not indifputably true ; at lead the 
claufe of rcverfion to the crown, upon default of iflue 

male, 
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time, difpatched the admiral and Commines, to 
draw the inhabitants of Abbeville to a Tubmiffion ; 
but before they could fettle matters with the leading 
men, Torcy Governor of Amiens got the ftart of 
them, and took pofleflion of the city, by j^^ 
means of the peoplc,whofe favourite he was. -^ * '' 

Lewis XI. demanded fubfidies from all the cities 
of the kingdom, to enable him to fucceed in hii 
defign of re-uniting to the crown the eftates of the 
late duke of Burgundy. He afterwards repaired to 
the frontiers of Picardy, having iirft difpatched his 
emiflaries into the feveral parts of the duchy, to 
perfuade the people to fubmit voluntarily, and not 
draw upon themfelves all the calamities of a war, 
which would fall fo much the heavier, as they muft 
expe£l to be treated as rebels ; whereas, if they made 
a ready offer of their obedience to the king, he 
would confirm and augment their privileges. 

Upon the king's approach Ham and S. Quintin 
'declared for him. William Bitche, governor of 
Peronne, forgetting that he owed all his fortune to 
duke Charles, opened alfo the gates of that town. 
The example of Peronne drew after it Tronquay, 
Roye, Montdidier, Moreuil. Such places as made 
anv refiftance were razed, which intimidating the 
'reft, they did not fo much as wait the fummons tQ 
furrender. Vervins, S. Gobin, Marie, Rue, and 
Landrccy fubmitted. John de Chalons, prince of 
Orange, George de la Tremouille lord of Craon, 
and Charles d'Amboife fieur de Chamont, coming 
I 2 to 

male, is not ftipulated in the letter of appcnage, granted 
by king John to Philip the bold duke of Burgundy. 
Charles V. was the firft who infcrted that claufe in hi$ 
grants ; and it has been ever fince held as a part of the 
conftitution of the realm. Lewis XI. could not thercr 
fore apply it in the cafe of Burgundy, fo far at leaft, a^ 
to make it the foundation of a claim of revcrfion. 
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to Dijon at the head of feven hundred lances, ad- 
drefTed the aflerobly of the ftates, and fummoned 
them to yield obedience to the king. As they 
feemed to be ftill in doubt about the report of 
Charles's death, they infifled upon a promife from 
the king to evacuate the province, if it (hould appear 
that the duke was ftill alive * ; to maintain the trea- 
ties already eftablifhed, and to grant a general am- 
nefty to all who had ever been in the fervice of the 
duke, or might be ftill attached to the princefs his 
daughter. The commiffioners readily granted all 
the demands of the ftates ; and the king 
Jan. 19. put his feal to the pardon, promifing at 
the fame time, that they (hould ftill con- 
tinue poftefted of their privileges, penftons, and offi- 
ces. 

Mary exhorted the ftates to continue firm in their 
allegiance, fignifying to them by letters, that the 
duchy of Burgundy was not held of the crown of 
France ; that duke Philip, her great grand-father, 
had bought the county of Charolois of the count 
d'Armagnac ; and that the counties of Macon and 
Auxerre had been yielded by the treaty of Arras to 
duke Philip the Good, her grand-father, for him 
and his heirs male and female. But thefe letters 
did not hinder the ftates from fwearing obedience to 

the 

* The people for a long time did not believe the deadi 
of duke Charles. Some faid he had retired to pafs the 
remainder of his life in folitude, others that he was gone 
to Jcrufalem. Nay, fo ftrongly were fome poffcffed 
with thefe notions, that they lent money upon condition 
of its being repaid at the prince's return. We meet with 
many examples of thefe popular prejudices in regard to 
the fate of illuflrious men. One would be apt to think 
that the people believed them immortal ; nor indeed 
ought we to be furprized at their backwardneis to credit 
the report of duke Charles's death, when they even 
doubted that of the maid of Orleans^ though they had 
ifeemfelves fcen her burnt alive. 
t 
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the king. The council, which they had already 
eftablifhed under the name of the provincial council, 
drew up a memorial containing the humble requefts 
of the province to the king. The firft articles re- 
lated to the coining of money, the adminiftration 
of juftice, and the levying and paying of the mili- 
tary. By other articles they befought the king toN^ 
reimburfe the province the fum of an hundred thou- 
fand livres lent the late duke ; to aboliih the greater 
part of the impofts and publick duties ; to prohibit 
the fending of money to Rome, and to continue 
their po(b and penflons to thofe who were already 
in pofleflion. No fooner had the king returned a 
fiivourable anfwer to thefe demands, than many 
haftened with emulation to take the oaths required, 
that they might have the better pretence to favour ; 
others delayed out of policy, that they might fell 
themfelves to more advantage. It is not known 
^hat demands la Tremouille ami Chamont made, 
who were the prime managers in this affair ; but tht 
king's anfwer to them well deferves a place here ; as 
we thereby plainly fee that nothing efcaped his notice. 
My lords y I received your letter^ and thank you for 
the honour you do me in offering to make me a Jlxirer of 
thifpoiL 1 confent to your keeping one half of the money 
you mention ; but I expeSf that the overplus he referved 
fir miy and employed in repairing the fortifications ofthi 
frontier towns on the fide of Germany ^ and providing 
them with all neceffaries^ in fuch manner ^ that I may be 
no lofer. If there is any thing elfe that can do you w 
fervice^ pray fend it me. As to the wines in the duke of 
Burgundy's cellar s^ lam contented to yield them all up in 
your favour. At Peronne, Feb. the gth. 

• The king's negotiations fucceeded in Burgundy ; 
but they took not the fame favourable turn in Flan- 
ders and Artois. The admiral and Commines could 
obtain nothing from the magiftrates of Arras. 
RavefteiHf who commanded in that town, conti* 
13* nucd> 
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nued firm in his duty. La Vaquerie, the penfionaiy, 
made it appear, that Mary's right to the phce was 
jDconteftible. But Crevecoeur, Lord de Querdes, 
fucceeding Rtveftein, had very different views. As 
his eflate lay on this fide the Somme, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Amiens, he preferred his own private 
intereft to that of his fovereign ; and la Vaquerie, 
gained over by the king's officers, changed his opi- 
nion with regard to Mary's rights, or at leaft did 
not any more engage in defending them. 

While thefe negotiations were thus carrying on, 
the chancellor Hugonet, Imbercourt, Ferry deCluny 
nominated to the hiflioprickof Terouane, the count 
de Grandpre, and la Grutufe, came in the name of 
the young duchefs to wait upon the king, and ac- 
quaint him, that (he had taken the government into 
l^er own hands, and formed a council, confiftine of 
the duchefs dowager, Raveftein, the chanceuoTi 
and Imbercourt. The king let them know, that it 
was his intention to conclude a marriage between 
the Dauphin and Mary of Burgundy, and in the 
mean time to take poITeillon of thofe provinces, that 
by the late duke's death returned to the crowns he 
told them further, that he meant to keep the reft in 
his hand till fuch time as Mary was of age, and did 
him homage for them. He added, that this mar- 
riage was the only way of putting an end to the wars 
that had now fubfifted fo long, and which without 
fome expedient of this nature, would be ever and 
anon breaking out afrefli : He had a great refpefl, 
it was true, for the princefs ; but' every thing muft 
yield to the obligations he was under, of fupporting 
the rights of his crown and kingdom ; and if any 
one fhould pretend todifpute them with him, he was 
not without ftrength fufficient to maintain them a- 
gainft all invaders. 

Hugonet and Imbercourt finding the king at the. 
hcdd of a powerful aim^^ xJw^t ^U the towns he 
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approached opened their gates to him, that the au- 
thority of the princefs was not yet well eftabliihed, 
and that the provinces infifted upon a reftoration of 
the privileges of which they had been divefted by the 
late dukes, refolved to yield to the neceiSty of their 
prefent fituation. They allowed the marriage of the 
dauphin and Mary to be a way of reconciliation the 
znoft likely to prove advantageous to both parties, 
promifed to do their utmoft to bring it about, and 
agreed that des Querdes Ihould govern Arras, as one 
who derived his authority from the king. This 
private treaty further imported, thai theJiaUs of Ar^ 
tots Jbould fend deputies to take an oath to the king j that 
his majeliy Jhould have the power of nominating officer Sy 
as well to the military charge of the province^ as to the 
aimnijiration ofjujiice^ tillfuch time as Mary of Bur » 
gundy had performed her homage. It was further ad- 
ded, that in cafe Mary refufed to do homage^ or mar-- 
tied without the confent of the kingy Artois Jhould re* 
vmin with his majefly^ who engaged to proteSf and defend 
the country y and continue to it all its immunities andpri" 
vileges. The troops were to be withdrawn^ as foon as 
thejlates had taken the oath to the kingy and the princi- 
pal officers were to remain pojfeffed of their pojls and 
penjtons. 

If we except the claufe obliging Mary not to 
marry but with the approbation of the king, the 
capitulation in every other refpe6i was agreeable to 
reafon and juftice ; Artois had ever been held as a 
fief of the crown ; it was only by the treaty of 
Arras, that Philip the Good was exempted from the 
accuftomed homage ; this exemption was but for a 
time, and the time was now expired. 

But notwithftanding this private agreement, the 
king had many difficulties to overcome 
before he got full poffeffion of Arras, Mar. 4. 
which was at that time divided into the 
town and the city. Des Querdes delivered u^ tbft 
I 4 ^^"^^^ 
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city, but the burghers were ftill in pofleffion of the 
town, which was defended by fortifications, whereas 
the city had none. There fubfifted befides between 
them, oneof thofe animofities, which though with- 
out any real foundation, has notwithftanding often a 
great influence upon the moft ferious tranfaflions. 
The city having received the king, this appeared to 
the town a fufficient reafon for rejecting him, info- 
much that he was obliged to fortify himfelf in his 
pwn quarters, to throw up a bulwark againft the 
town, and begin a fiege in form. 

Mean time the ambalTadors of the princefs of Bur- 
gundy returned. If they were chargeable with havc- 
ing rather exceeded their inftru£tions in the affair of 
Arras, Mary was guilty of a yet greater overfight, 
in affembling the flates of Flanders and Ghent. 
This tumultuous body of men immediately feized 
the government. The people, always apt to run 
into licentioufnefs, and incapable of a juft liberty, 
Ho fooner found themfelves in pofTeffion of the fu- 
preme authority, than they began to exercife it in 
acSts of tyranny, and even to impofe laws upon their 
fove reign, 

Touteville and Baradot came in quality of ambaf- 
fadors from the three eftates of Flanders, to defirc t; e 
king, not to attempt any thing contrary to the treat/ 
ofSoleure, and to undertake the prote£lion of the 
heirefs of Burgundy as he was in duty bound. To 
give the greater weight to their commiflion, they 
added, that Mary was refolved to govern according 
to the advice of the three eftates. The king, to 
avoid giving an anfwer upon the firft article, took 
hold of what they had faid in relation to the eftates, 
and told them that they were mifinformed of their 
miftrefs's intentions, who he was well aflured was 
far enough from the defign of being guided by the 
council of the provinces, and had already chofen 

particular 
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particuhr minifters, by whom all their proceedings 
would be difavowed. 

The ambafladors, little accuftomed to the ma- 
nagement of treaties and negotiations, abandoned 
the principal articles of their commiffion, and con- 
fined themfelves wholly to fuch as concerned them 
perfonally. They told the king, that they were 
certain of what they faid, and even ofFered to pro- 
duce their inftnidions. After fome debate, which 
was wholly contrived to make the deputies lofe fight 
of the efTential point of the negotiation, the king 
produced the letter he had received from Mary's 
ambafTadors. It was written partly by the hand of 
the duchels dowager, partly by the young prince6, 
and partly by Raveftein. Thefe different hand- 
writings were employed to give the greater weight to 
the letter, by which the king was requefted toaddrefs 
himfelf in all affairs to the duchefs dowager, Raveftein, 
Imbercourt, the chancellor Hugonet, and to none el(e. 
The- king, whofe chief aim was to breed diffen- 
tions between the princefs and her fubje£b, fuffered 
the ambaffadors to carry away the letter ; and they, 
wholly taken up with thoughts of vengeance, de- 
parted with the fame eagernefs, as if they had fuc- 

*€eeded in theircommiffion. 

■ Very probably, Lewis did not forefee all the con- 
sequences of this flep^ However much it might be 
his intereil, to cherifh difcord in the court of the 
young princefs, yet it was by no means good policy, 
to facrifice thofe who flood befl affe6led to France* 
Touteville and Baradot prefented themfelves in an 
affembly of the flates, and reproached the duchefs 
wuh the letter Ihe had written. As ihe. did not 

' imagine the king had given it into their hands, ihe 
denied the writing of it; whereupon it was pub- 
lickly produced. The Gentois enraged, arrefled 
Hugonet and Imbercourt. Befides the fecret hatred 
which the people naturally hav^ 2l^^vq& wttv vcv 
I 5 ^w^^^> 
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power, and which never fails to break out when 
they have an opportunity, Imbercourt and the cfaai- 
cellor had many very condderable enemies. 
The bifhop of Liege reproached them with fome 
outrages committed in his territories ; the count de 
S. Pol, fon of the late conftable, was willing to be 
revenged for the death of his father, who had been 
delivered up by them : and many others fancying 
they had juft ground of complaint againfl them, did 
' all in their power to animate the people, who weie 
already but too much inflamed. T^he fervices theie 
two great men had rendered the flate, or which it 
might be afterwards in their power to render it, 
were but a weak defence againfl the torrent of pri- 
vate hatred, and the bh'nd fury of a bate populace, 
who, unlefs they are (laves, will be tyrants. 

Commiffioners were appointed to bring them to 
s trial. The charge v^s fummed up in three arti- 
cles ; that they had been inftrumental in the &r- 
- rendering of Arras ; that they had taken a bribe for 
a judgment lately given in favour of the city of 
Ghent; and that they had a£bd many thin^ con- 
' trary to the privileges of the faid town, during their 
* adminiflration under the late duke. Altho' the ac- 
cufcd could have made a good defence to itbe firfl ar- 
*■ tide, as having honeft intentions, and being com- 
' pelled to it by the then fituation of the young prin- 
' cefs*s affairs, yet it feemed to have the mofl formida- 
ble afpedi. But the Gantois never once infifted up- 
on it, as being probably not difpleafed to fee the 
duchefs weakened by the lofs of fo coniiderable a 
• town as Arras. To the fecond and third articles 
; they anfwered, that the judgment they had given 
Was according to their confcience; that they had 
never demanded the money, nor received it till after 
the fentence, when being offered them, they had 
accepted it as a gratuity for their trouble. That as 
for tbt city privileg|caj the^ ha^d themfelvcs confented 
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to give them up to the hte duke. But their defence 
was not regarded ; they were ordered to be put upon 
the rack, and notwithftanding their appeal to the 
king in parliament, they were condemned and exe- 
cuted on Maunday-Thurfday. 

As foon as the princefs was made acquainted, with 
this fentence, {he came in perfon to the town-hall 
to defend the innocence, or intercede for the lives of 
thefe her two moft faithful fervants. But the judges 
fiernly rejedting her fuit, ordered her to retire. She 
nn to the market-place with her hair diiheveled, 
and in her mourning Habit, where (he faw her two 
unhappy fervants upon the fcafFold, and fo difabled 
by the violence of the rack, that they could neither 
mnd upright, nor kneel to receive the firoke of 
death. The princefs addrefTed the people in the moft 
fuppliant terms. Many prefent moved at this fpe- 
dacle, and touched with the innocence of the young 
princefs their fovercign, whom they faw reduced to 
make thefe humble condefcenfions, were for flopping 
the execution ; but the greater number, deaf to 
compaffion, tumultuoufly demanded the blood of 
thefe unfortunate men, and ordered their heads to 
be ftruck off in prefence of the princefs. 

The town of Arras demanding to ca- jfpril j, 
pitulate, the king ordered a charter to 
be drawn, confirming the ancient privileges both <^ 
the town and city, and conferring on the whole 
body of the inhabitants all the immunities ufually 
granted to the gentry, with exemption from the 
ban and the arriere-ban. — — — But when, the 
whole affair was well nigh concluded, the king's 
prefence being wanted elfewhere, after his departure, 
the party that had oppofed him in the town, get- 
ting the upperhand, began to renew their hoftili^ite 
againft the city* The garifons of Lifle,. Dcuay, 
and Valenciennes, made up a detachment of five 
huiidixd horfg and a thoufand foot, under thp cpm- 
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fliand of d' Arcy and young Salazar, who endea* 
Toured to throw themfelves into the place. Du 
Lude, who commanded in the king^is abfence, (al- 
lying out againft them, killed fix hundred, made al- 
moft all the reft prifoners, and prelTed the fiege of 
the town more vigoroufly than ever. The inhabi- 
tants finding it would not be poifible ibr them to 
defend themfelves longer, fent deputies to the king 
kt Hefdin, to beg leave that they might go and re- 
t>refent to the duchefs Mary the neceffity they were 
under of delivering up the town ; the king anfwered, 
they were wife, and knew what they had to do. 
The deputies fatisfied with this anfwer, returned, 
but they Were (eized by the way, and brought back 
to Hefdin. At firft the king treated them with 
^reat lenity, and vrheh he had thus lulled them into 
a fiiU fecurity, ordered twelve of the chief of them 
to be taken and beheaded. The head of Oudard 
d^ Bufly, chief of the deputation, was expofed in 
the market-place of Hefdin, becaufe the king have- 
ing given him a place in parliament, confidered him 
as a traitor. It would be difficult to excufe his pu- 
nifbing the reft ; the anfwer he had given them was 
a kind of engagement on his part, or at leaft an 
^uivbcation much beneath a prince. 

This execution ftruck fuch a terror into the in- 
habitants ot Asras, that they implored the king's 
^kmtncy. Lewis granted them a general pardon, 
ordered them tobe difarmed, and fined them fifty 
thouf»nd crowns. 

Commines was mifbken in faying, that the ca- 
pitulation was ill kept, and that feveral citizens were 
4piHt to death. He confounds the execution of the 
def)uties with one which he fuppofes to have been at 
Arras. Befides, the capitulation was dated the firfl: 
of April, and the violation was committed by the 
inhabitants of Ai-rts themfelves, upon the king's de- 
parting to take pofTeffion of Hefdin. They fent to 
> - . Douay 
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Douay for troops, and fired upon the city, infomuch^ 
that du Lude was obliged ta undertake a-new the 
fiege of the town, into which the king was not ad- 
mitted till the fourth of May. Commines who 
wrote from his own memory only, and not till long 
after the fa£b happened, is very excufable for fome 
Sight miftakes of this kind ; but I doubt whether 
be can claim the fame induljgence for aflerting that 
the king was airerfe to the marriage of the dauphia 
with Mary of Burgundy. As this is a very impor- 
tant fad ; as it is a matter of no fmall concern eveti- 
iftourdays, and as the greater part of thofe who with 
leafbn lament that this marriage did not take place, 
do little more than repeat what Gommines has faid,, 
it well deferves a particular difcuffion« 

It is certain that the houfe of Auftria's claim to 
the fucceflion of Burgundy, has been for feveral ages 
the caufe of an almoft continual, war *, the feeds 
of which are not yet wholly deftroyed :. But it does- 
not appear that Lewis XL as is commonly fuppofed^ 
refbfed to re*unite this duchy to the crown by the 
marriage of the dauphin with Mary of Burgundy* 
Commines tells us, that he had often heard the king 
iay, it was his intention, (hould Charles die, to bring 
about if poffible this match ; or if Mary could not 
be brought to confent becaufe of the inequality of 
their age J, to endeavour to marry her to fome 

prince 

* An Emperor of the Turks, aftonifhed at the vaft ef- 
fudon of human blood, occafioned by the wars of thcLow-^ 
Countries, had them pointed out to him in the map, and 
upon obferving the fmall extent of thefe provinces : Were 
it my buiinefs to interfere, fays he, I would fend my 
pioneers, and order them to throw that little corner of 
land into the fea. 

X Mary of Burgundy was in her twentieth year at her 
father's death. She Was bom on the 13th of February 
1457, and the dauphin the jcth of June ia^io\ ^'^NiaX 
fhe wsis thirteen years older tliau ihc i^mcc 
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prince of the blood ; he adds, that this was his re* 
iblution not a week before he heard of the duke's 
death, but that as foon as he received the news bis 
mind changed ; for he then refolved to feize upon 
the greateft part of his dominion!, and to divide the 
reft among his favourites and fome of the German 
princes, in order to engage them in the deiign, and 
ftrengthen himfelf by their aUiance ; nay the very 
day the news arrived, he promifed to feveral of thofe 
that were about him the lands and pofleffions of that 
prince. Whoever reads this pafTage of Comminet, 
will unavoidably be led to believe, that the king had 
wholly abandoned his firft pro|e£l;. I know too that 
his authority muft be of conuderable weight, as be 
was a man of great penetration, lived in the higheft 
confidence and familiarity with Lewis XI. and of 
confequence had the beft opportunities of knowing 
his chara3er. For thefe reafons I fball content my* 
ielf with mentioning fome £ii£b, that feem to contra- 
diSt what Commines has advanced, and leave it to 
the reader to decide upon the queftion. I am not 
here attempting to juftify Lewis XL but only to clear 
up the truth as far as I can. 

The king had often propofed to duke Charles a 
marriage betw^n the dauphin and Mary of Bur- 
gundy. After the duke's death, his firft care was 
to get it concluded. To that end he wrote to Cra- 
on and the ftates of Burgundy. Hugonet and Im- 
bercourt renewed the propofal in the negotiation a- 
bout the furrender of Arras, Upon the firft ru- 
mours of a match between the princefs of Burgundy 
and Maximilian of Auftria, fon of the emperor 
Frederick IIL the king wrote to his agents in fuch 
manner, as leaves no room to doubt how much he 
had this marriage at heart. He ordered Mouy to 
addrefs the city of Lannoy, and promifed ample re- 
wards both to himfelf and all he fhould employ ia 
tbM affair. He adds, that it ever had been andftill 

was 
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was his defin to accompltfh this alliance^ and by that 
means unite all thefe countries to the crown \ that he 
fixfuld efteem the bringing thisprojeSf to a happy iffue the 
greateji fervice that could be done him ; that endeavours 
muft he ufed to prevail with the Flemings to undertake 
the huftnefs^ and break off the intended match with Maxi- 
mlian ; that he would reward this fervice not only by 
tentinuing to them their ancient privileges^ but by granting 
them new oneSy and heaping favours upon them that 
fituld even exceed their deftres ; that if after all thefe 
offers the Flemings ftill perfified in oppofmg the marriage ^ 
UMy muft be warned of the king^s intention to take pojfejjion 
of all the provinces that held of the crown ^ and to leave 
onfy what remained to the future hufiand of Mary. 

We fee therefore that Lewis XI. employed both 
offers and menaces to make this aiFair fucceed*, 
which he had infinitely at heart. Tho' duke Charles 
himfclf had propofed the marriage of his daughter 
with thedaujAin, yet ashisaverfion to the king was 
unfurmountable, that might probably be the reafon 
why it was not accompliflicd. 

Lewis XPs hatred of Charles was no doubt equal 
to that of which he htmfelf was the objeS 5 but 
it is by no means likely that it extended to the duke^s 
pofterity. Befides, it is abundantly evident from 
Lewises whole conduflr, that he was not of a temper 
to liften to his refentments where they interfered 
with his intercft, which no prince ever knew better, 
er purliicd more fteadily. It is true, he entered the 
. dominions of the young duchefs at the head of a 
powerful army, becaufe he was determined to begin 
►with re- uniting to the crown, fuch provinces as 
reverted to it upon the duke^s death ; and this, he 
forefaw would not be fo eafy, fhould he put it ofF 
till the duchefs had efpoufed fome powerful prince, 
and an enemy to France. Speculative politicians, 
inftead of examining nicely the kings conduit, pro*- 
aounce abfolutely upon the knowledge x\\t^ \vaNt o\ 



it4 ^he History of LEW IS XT. 

bis chara£i:er : and fuppofe that a principle of jea- 
loufy with-held him from concluding the marriage, 
as dreading to render his fon too powerful, by makc- 
Ing him at once dauphin and duke of Burgundy. 
Lewb was indeed jealous enough of his authority, 
to entertain an apprehenfion of this kind : It is cer- 
tain however, that he fincerely defired the marriage, 
^ut did not perhaps purfue the beil meafures to ac- 
compliQi it. Thus, tho*^ he may be juftified in fomc 

foints, he wilt be ftill expofed to reproaches on the 
de of policy, which however are not thofe ufually 
charged upon him in the prefent cafe. He knew 
not how to make ufe of his advantages to determine 
Mary's confent in favour of the dauphin. She was 
of herfelf fufficiently inclined to this alliance, of a 
mind upright and flncere, and utterly a ftranger to 
that refined and falfe policy which is ever ready ta 
fiicrifice truth to the deluding promifes of a vain 
imagination. She had been witnefs to all the ravages 
ef a war between the duke her father and the king. 
She was defirous of preventing a repetition of thefe 
calamities, of making her fub)e6b happy, and of 
forming fuch an alliance as might fecure and per* 
petuate their tranquillity. Thefe. confiderations de- 
termined her to confent to the marriage with the 
dauphin, in fpite of all the efforts of the enemies of 
France, and particularly of madam Hallewin, one 
of her maids of honour, who was continually teazing 
her upon the fcore of the dauphin's youth, and fay- 
ing, that a man, and not a boy, was what flie wanted 
jnoft in her prefent fituation. 

Lewis was guilty of an irreparable fault in deliver- 
ing up to the ambafTadors of the ilates of Ghent the 
letters that proved fo fatal to Hugonet and Imber- 
court. From that moment he wholly lofl Mary's 
confidence, nor was it ever after in his power to re- 
gain iU 

Commines 
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Commines feems to cenfure Lewis without juft 
grounds, when he fays, that he might have effefted 
a marriage between Mary of Burgundy and the 
count of Angouleme. It was the king's intereft to 
marry her to the dauphin, but that projeft not fuc- 
cecding, we can never fure fuppofe that he would 
think of matching her with a prince of the blood, 
and thereby rendering him as powerful as had been 
the former dukes of Burgundy, John, Philip,', and 
Charles : They had been France's moft formidable 
enemies ; and the king wanted only then to recover 
the provinces which Phirip the good had wrefted 
from the crown by thfe treaty of Arras. It would 
have doubtlefs been greatly to the advantage of 
France, and of all Europe in general, that the Low 
Countries had been united to the crown. This is 
but too apparent from what has happened fince. 
But Lewis XL could not forefee, that in fo fhort ft 
time both his own pofterity and that of the duke 
of Orleans would fail, and the crown come to the \ 
fon of the count of Angouleme. In his then cir- 
cumftances, and apprized of what might happen bv 
what he had feen already, tt was by no means his 
intereft to promote a marriage between the heireft 
of Burgundy and a prince of the blood. It is true, 
the tnconveniencies were ftill greater in fuffering 
that fuccei&on to pais to Maximilian ; but Lewis 
XI. had no profpedl of fuccceding for any other 

{>rinGe of the blood more than the dauphin, after 
ofing Mary's confidence, and incurring the hatred 
of the Flemings. He committed, on this occaiion, 
blunder upon blunder, inafmuqh as after being dif- 
appointed in his firft projedt, he did not turn his 
thoughts to the princefs Ann, heirefs of Britany. 
The confequences of thisnegleft might have proved 
no lefs fatal to France than the lofs of the Low- 
Countries, had not the error been repaired in the 
next reign. The only advantage Lewis drew from. 
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the prefent circumftances of afFairs, was to femcnt 
divifions in the royal family of England, by pcr- 
fuading Edward IV. that the duke of Clarence afpi- 
red to the alliance of Mary of Burgundy, and that 
the duchefs dowager promoted his fuit. Whether 
the duke of Clarence really had fuch a defign, or 
that Edward was glad of an opportunity to be re- 
venged for his fiding with the earl of Warwick, he 
ordered him to be arretted. The duke of Gloucefter 
projefting the deftru£lion of his brothers one after 
another, to pave himfelf a way to the throne, was 
at no fmall pains to exafperate Edward ftilt more 
againft the duke of Clarence. This unfortunate 
prince was found guilty, and all the favour he could 
obtain of his brother was, to chufe the manner of 
his death. To avoid appearing on a fcaiFold, h€ 
defired to be drowned in a butt of malmfey, which 
was accordingly executed. 

Lewis to fecure the Engliih, was very regular in 
paying the penfxons he allowed to the principal men 
at Edward's court : the alliance with the Switzers 
did not prove lefs expenfive ; they received this year 
above feventy thoufand livres. Thefe extraordinary 
demands upon the publick, did not however hinder 
the king from attending to the other wants of the 
kingdom ; he built a bridge over the Charente near 
Coignac, repaired Montaigu, a frontier town of 
Poidou and Britany, and fortified Arras. The 
command of this laft place was given to John de 
Daillon, who for his dexterity in making the fer- 
vices he did his mafter turn to his own profit, had 
the nick-name of Maitre Jean des Habtlites. 

The king, when difpofed to Ihake ofF a little the 
fetigue of bufinefs, generally retired to N. Dame de 
la ViAoire, near Senlis, where he was raifing a 
fiately palace. But he feldom enjoyed any long re- ' 
pofc. He fet out for Cambray, which opened its 
gite$ to him upoa afiurance of faavmg their privi- 



The History ?/^ LEWIS XI. 187 

fcges confirmed. Whilft he continued in that town, 
he received the news of his troops having furprized 
Tournay, by the intrigues of Oliver le Da in ♦. 
This man having perfuaded the king that he could 
do him very confiderable fervice by the intelligence 
which he held in Ghent, was commiffioned to repair 
thither. He endeavoured to triumph over the 
ffleannefs of his original by a haughty carriage, 
which ferved only to make him appear more ridicu- 
bus in the eyes of his countrymen. Upon his be- 
ing admitted to audience, he defired, that he might 
have leave to fpeak in private with the princefs of 
Burgundy, but was told that it could not be grant* 
ed. Le Dain, who had neither addrefs nor courage 
to bring himfelf off in fuch a conjundure, fell inta 
contempt ; from contempt they proceeded to me- 
naces, which, putting him in a terrible fright, he 
fled to Tournay. Here lie ftudied by fomc fervice 
to make amends for his ill fuccefs at Ghent. To 
that end he gained over many of the inhabitants^ 
and fent word to Golard de Mouy, who was at S, 

Sjintin, to advance privately towards Tournay. 
buy fent Navarot d'Angtade before, at the head 

of 

♦ Oliver the devil, or the bad, a native of the little 
town of Thielt, near Courtray, was at fiift barber to 
Lewis XT. whofe confidence he found means to gain. 
The king changed his name to le Dain, advanced hun to 
the rank of a nobleman, made him gentleman of his bed- 
ehamber, captain of the cafUeof Loches, governor of S. 
Quintin, and loaded him with flavours. Le Dain's ad- 
vancement roufed the jealoufy of the courtiers, his infb- 
lence created him many enemies, and his crimes made 
him at length fall a facrifice to juflice and the pubUck 
hatred. He was hanged in the following reign for hav«- 
ing abufed a woman^ under promife of favihg her hu(^ 
band's life, whom he afterwards caufed to be ftrangled, 
Doyac, a man of the fame charadter with le Dain and 
his accomplice, had kis cars cropped, YT^ fS^lSi Vas%^ 
ccatBon to fpcak of him in the fccjud. 
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of five and twenty lances, and followed him fo 
clofely, that le Dain and the burghers, who were 
in the fecret, having opened the barrier, 
May 23. he made himfelf matter of the town be- 
fore the magiftrates knew of his arrival 
Le Dain now finding himfelf flrongeft, apprehended 
all whom he thought capable of raifmg any diftur^ 
bance, and fcnt them to Paris, where they remained 
prifoners till the king's death. D'Anglade, the 
next day, made an incurfion with his five and 
twenty lances to the very gates of Lannoy. Terror 
feized the whole country, the Flemings abandoned 
Mortagne, and the French took pofleffion of it. 
Mouay having fecured Tournay, fallied out with a 
part of the garifon and fome pieces of cannon, 
marched to £eufe belonging to the duke of Ne- 
mours, and furprized the caftle, which he levelled 
with the ground. The Flemings, by way of re- 
prizals, burnt the caftleof Chin, which appertained 
to Mouy ; but he falling upon them in their retreat, 
killed a hundred, and took three ptifoners, whom 
he ordered to be hanged. Skirmifhes happened daily 
between the Flemings and the garifon of Tournay* 
Mean while Lewis was beficging Bouchain, where 
Tanneguy du Chatel was flain by a flroke aimed at 
the king, near whom he flood. Lewis greatly re- 
gretted his lofs, and prefTed the place fo vigoroufly, 
that he carried it by afTault. Quefnoy held out but 
two days 5 Avefne refifled longer. 

This place belonged to the Sire d*Albret, who 
was in the fervice of the king, but Mingoual com* 
manded in it for the princefs Mary, and Paruels and 
Culembourg had thrown themfelves into it with 
eight hundred men, refolving to defend it to the ut- 
mofK The king had recourfe to flratagem, and in- 
vited thefe two officers to dine with him, under 
pretence of a conference. Dammartin taking ad- 
wantage of this fHvourable opportunity, gained over 
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fiiveral of the inhabitants, and furprized the town. 
As they had fired upon the herald fent to fummon 
them, the king was refolved to make an example of 
the place. The inhabitants were all put to the 
fword, the houfes pillaged, the walls razed, and the 
ditches filled up. The garifons of Douay, S. Omer, 
and Aire, on the fide of Mary; thofe of Arras, 
Terrouenne and Bethune for the king, were making 
daily incurfions upon each other, pillaged and burnt 
the caftles, carried ofF the cattle, and committed all 
the outrages of a cruel war. Des Querdes and du 
Lude marched againft S. Omer, and at the firft af- 
fiiult, carried one of the bulwarks. But the inha- 
bitants quickly raifed another, and repaired the 
works fafter than the artillery deftroyed them. 
Lewis, provoked at this obftinate refiftance, fent 
word to the governor, whofe name was Philip, the 
fon of Anthony, baftard of Burgundy, that if he 
did not deliver up the place, he would put his fa- 
tfier, then a prifoner in the camp, to death before 
hb eyes. Philip reply'd, that the lofs of his father 
would be a cruel afflidlion to him, but that his duty 
was ftill dearer, and he thought he knew the king 
too well to fear his difhonouring himfelf by fuch an 
aA of barbarity. 

If all the fieges did not prove fuccefsfial, the coun- 
try was not thereby lefs expofed to ravages ; a war 
carried on with equal advantages is only the more 
bloody. Caflel was burnt ; Dammartin had orders 
to extend his foragers in fuch manner as entirely to 
ruin the country. Let your depredations befo effe£fualj 
iaid the king to him in his letter, as to leave no occa* 
fionfor returning ; remember that you are an officer of 
the crown as well as /, and that if I am king^ you an 
grand-mafter, Lewis XI. thought, that iuch at 
were in higheft ftations in the ftate, were the moft 
bound to ferve it ; and for this reafon, though he 
was no way difpleafed with an ofiicer, he wovild^ 
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doubts ; he ratified and fwore to the treaty of Senlis, 
and converted jt into a league offenfive and defen- 
five. By a private treaty he was releafed from the 
obligation of ferving in perfon, or furnifliing fuc- 
cours, when the king was engaged in any foreign 
war. It dcferves to be remarked of thefe two prin- 
ces, that they confented to fwear the treaty upon 
whatever relicks the one {hould propofe to the other, 
excepting the body of Jefus Chrift, and the crofs of 
S. Lo« What an aflemblage of fuperftition, and 
fcandalous prevarication ! But notwithftanding the 
referve of this article, the duke fwore the treaty up- 
on both ; two Canons of Angers being appointed to 
carry the crofs of S. Lo to Nantes for that purpofc, 
Du Bouchage alfo went thither, with the prothono* 
tary John de Montaigu, and John Chambon mafter 
of requefts, to be prefent at his taking the oath. 
The king, more defirous than ever to prefcrve his 
allies, fent John Rapin his mafter of the houihold, 
and Brize one of his gentlemen of the horfe, to re- 
new all former alliances with the duke of Lorain. 
He likewife renewed with the Venetians, that amity 
and good underftanding which their attachment to 
the houfe of Burgundy had very much altered ; and 
defirous of making one effort more, to break off the 
marriage between the princefs of Burgundy and 
Maximilian, he fent Robert Gaguin, general of the 
Order of Trinitarians, into Germany, with powers 
to affume the character of ambaffador, if he found 
any •probability of fucceeding in the negociation. 
He had orders to reprefent to the eleftors the alli- 
ances that had ever fubfifted between the empire and 
the kings of France ; and to tell them, that the 
heirefs of Burgundy being of the blood of France, 
and a fubjeft of the king, the laws of the realm 
permitted her not to marry without confent of her 
fovereign, ^nd the chief of her houfe. 

Gaguifl 



fie History $fLEVri& XI. r^j 

Gaguin went to Cologn where he underftood that 
Maximilian was to ftop. He prefented his creden- 
tials to the duke of Juliers, who made anfwer, that 
he had already paflTed his word to Maximilian, and 
therefore could not go back with honour. Gaguin 
concluded from the duke of Juliers reply, that it 
would be in vain to prefent his credentials to the 
other princes ; fo left Cologn the fame day with 
Maximilian. 

The Flemings were obliged to be at the expence 
of their new prince's journey, who was as poor as 
the emperor his father was covetous. Maximilian 
made his entrance into Ghent, followed by the 
doSors of Treves and Mentz, the marquiflcs of 
Brandenburg and fiaden, the dukes of Saxony and 
Bavaria, and the greateft part of the 
princes of the empire. The day after he jfug, i8. 
was married to the duchefs of Burgundy. 

During thefe preparations for the nuptials of Mary 
and Maximilian, Flanders was the theatre of a 
moft cruel and bloody war, Orchies, Frefne, S. Sa- 
veur, Marchiennes, Harbec, and St. Amand were 
reduced to aflies. 

As the king fufpe£);ed, that the fubmiifion of the 
Burgundians would not prove fo firm as it had been 
fpeedy, he took care to fet over that province, men 
whofe fidelity he could rely on. Craon had been 
appointed governor of it, with power to affembl6 
the flates, to command the attendance of the nobi- 
lity, to convoke the ban and arriere-ban of the pro- 
vinces of Dauphine, Lyonnois, Fores, Bcaujolois and 
Champagne ; and to punifh or pardon, as he (hould 
find it moft for his matter's intereft. Philip de 
Hothberg, at that time the eldeft of the houfe of 
Baden, was made marflial of Burgundy 5 Philip Pot 
was appointed prefident of the parliament inftituted 
by letters of the i8th of March, and which was to 
confift of the moft confiderable men of the ^cov\tss»* 

Vo*. II. K ^O^xw 
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J"ohn de Damas was continued in the government of 
Macon, and fix gentlemen were appointed to fervc 
under him. All appeared quiet in the province of 
Burgundy when John de Chalon prince of Orange 
revolted to the party of the duchefs with the fame 
precipitation as he had before quitted it. He had 
flattered himfclf with the hopes of being put in pof- 
iefEon of Franche-Comte, and that the king would 
content himfelf with the bare fovereignty of that 
province. Lewis was not fond of having his fub- . 
jc&s too powerful : Finding the prince of Orange 
already very coniiderable by his great pofTeffions, he 
thought it fuiBcient to appoint him lieutenant-gene- 
ral of it under Craon. The prince of Orange could 
not brook fubjedlion to a man whom he looked up- 
on as much his inferior. He therefore united with 
John of Clcves, refolving to drive the French out 
of the Com te. Many of the gentlemen of the coun- 
try were flill warmly attached to the princefsMary, 
fome openly, others waited only an opportunity t» 
declare themfelves. 

The two brothers Claudius and William deVau- 
drcy, gave the fignal of revolt, got together fome 
troops, joined the prince of Orange, and to infpire 
confidence into their party by fome fuccefs, feixcd 
Vefpul, Rochfort and Auxonne. 

Craon, defirous to flifle the revolt in its birth, 
endeavoured to recover Vefoul, but he was unhap- 
pily furprized in an ambufcade. Vaudrey made 
choice of a very dark night, fallied out with all the 
trumpets of the garifon, difperfed them in feveral 
places, and ordered the charge to be founded on aM 
ii^es. Craon imagining he was furrounded, thought 
of nothing but how to make his efcapc. Vaudrey, 
attentive to all his motions, fell fuddenly upon the 
French, vvhofe retreat now became a general souU 
. A great number of them were flain upon the fpot; 
the rtfi were eulier maflacred by the peafants in their 

flight, 
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flight, or drowned in the Saone. Craon efcaped to 
Grey, The king was fo exafperated by this lofi, 
that lie wrote to Craon to endeavour to get the 
prince of Orange Into his hands, and caufe him to 
be either hanged or burnt. He was proceeded 
againft as a traitor, and hanged in effigy in all the 
towns of Burgundy. 

Mean while. the king ordered fome troops to ad- 
vance againft the Gomtois, who had entered Bur- 
gundy. The Switzers, not caring to have the 
French for therr neighbours, fuffered all to pafs 
quietly that were inclined to join the rebels. Tho' 
tiie king caufed their penfions to be regularly paid^ 
and they had figned at Luccrn the 25th of AprH, a 
treaty by which they ftood engaged hot to obftruA 
die king in any manner 'in profeouting his claim to 
the Franche-comt^, they, notwithftanding figned 
another at Zurich with the duchefs of Burgundy. 
The canton of Lucern avoided being concerned in 
it, and was very forward in renewing to the king 
proteftation» of the nroft inviolable attachment, af- 
furing him that the proceedings of the affcmbly at 
^Zurich, were not, in any refpe<2, x:ontrary to the 
alliahces fworn with France ; nay, that a proclama- 
tion had been publifhed through all the cantons, for- 
bidding the fubje£b of the republick, under pain of 
confifcation of body and goods, to carry arms againft 
the king. 

Notwithftanding all thefc aflurances of fidelity, 
the proclamation was but ill obferved. A great 
number of Switzers were in the prince of Grangers 
pay, who, little regarding the imaginary penalties 
pronounced againft him by the king, had driven 
the French o«t of Franche-comte. There now only 
remained to them in that province the town of 
Grey, which Hugo de Chalons, firnamed Chateau- 
<xuyon, refolved to befiege. He was already on 
his way with a body of cavalry, and eK^e<S^d tb& 
K 2 Ss&WXii; 
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infantry to join him. Craon gave him not time H 
draw his troops together, but marched out to attack 
him. The charge was vigorous, and fhe vidory 
warmly difputed, but, at length, Chateau-Guyon 
was defeated, loft twelve hundred of his men, and 
remained himfelf a prifoner. 

Marigni intending to revenge the defeat of Cha- 
teau-Guyon, entered Charolois, burnt the fuburbs 
of S. Gengou, and made himfelf mafter of a few 
fmall towns. This flight fuccefs rouzed the party 
of the ducheis in Dijon. One named Chretieonot 
took up arms for her, and was upon the point of 
rendering himfelf mafter of the town. The (edition 
of the metropolis fbon communicated itfelf to tbe 
other cities of the province. The magiftratcs of 
Chalons were beginning to treat with Toulongeon^ 
who was at their gates, when Damas, governor ^ 
Maconnois haftening thither, prevented the intended 
defedion. 

Craon having thus, by good fortune, recovered 
the towns he had loft in Charolois, re-entered 
Franche-comte, furprized a party of the garifon of 
Dole in an ambufcade, and flewx eight hundred (rf 
them. This fuccefs determined him to form tbe 
fiege of that place. It was defended by a body of 
Switzers, in open violation of treaties, and the iy 
lemn declarations they had fo lately made. Mont<- 
t>aiIlon was governor of the town, and the garifoQ 
was commanded by a burgher of Sern. Craon bat- 
tered the place continually for eight days together, 
and without examining whether the breach was 
large enough, ordered two afTaults to be given, in 
which the French were repulfed, with the lofs of 
above a thoufand men. A report prevailing at the 
fame time, that the Switzers were on their march 
to relieve the place, the befiegers were feized with 
terror. Craon decamped fo haftily, that he left all 
jkis cunnon behind him i whereupon the two bro- 
thers 
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tbers taking advantage of the diforder of the French, 
fell upon them in their retreat, and entirely routed 
Ibem. 

The confternation was general. The enemy 
inarched immediately to Grey. The town was 
ftrongly fortified, and defended by Salazar a brave 
and experienced officer. They would have found 
it no eafy tafk to get pofTeffion of the place, had not 
treachery come in for a fhare in the attempt. The 
Yaudreys gained over the inhabitants, and were fa- 
voured in their approach by a loud wind thatdrovm^ 
ed the noife of their march. Sixty of the boldeft of 
the troops, fcaled the walls in different places, and 
feizing one of the gates, opened it to the refl. In 
a moment the flrcets were filled with enemies. The 
fight was maintained in the dark. The French 
finding themfelves attacked both by the foldiers and 
townfmen, to be revenged of the treachery of the 
inhabitants, fet fire to the city, and broke thorough 
the ftimes. Salazar retired into the caftle with a 
hundred men. Such of the French as endeavoured 
to make their efcape by flight, fell in with the ene- 
my's cavalry, and were almoft all cut to pieces. 

This misfortune, though great, might have been 
attended with flill more futal confequences, and 
drawn after it the lofs of all that the king pofTefTed 
in Burgundy, had not Maximilian, that he might 
be at leifure to ftrengthen himfelf in his new domi- 
nions, made overtures of peace. He pro- j 
pofed to the king to terminate all their **"• -^^ 
differences by a treaty. Lewis replied that he had 
taken up arms only in defence of his own rights i 
that the princefs Mary with-held feveral provinces 
belonging to the crown ; that fhe was in poffeffion 
of others, for which fhe was bound to do homage, 
and that he was ready to agree to a peace, provided 
it was fuch a one as did not interfere with the rights 
of his crown. 

K 3 ^t>Mt 
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, The king, to manifeft the finccrity of his inten- 
tions, nominated the chancellor Doriole^ Philip Pot 
lord de la Roche, Crevecceur, Bitche, and Boutil;- 

lac, who repaired to Lens, and concluded 
Sept, 8. a truce with Maximilian's commiffionecs, 

without however determining the precife 
length of time, as fuppofing that a peace would very 
foon follow* It appeared that neither Burgundy 
nor Franche-comte were comprehended in the truce, 
wbich left the king at liberty to turn all his forces 
on that fide. 

Lewis ftill more diflfatisiied with the condufi of 
the lord de Craon than his ill fuccefs, deprived bim 
of his government, and banifhed him the court 
He was accufed of paying a greater regard to his 
own intereft than the concerns of his mafier. Ava- 
Tice was his predominant pailion, and it is well 
known into what difhonourable fteps that principle 
will often lead a man. He retired to his counter- 
feat, poiTefTed of fuch enormous wealth, as was but 
too glaring a proof of his guilt. The king gave 
the government of Burgundy to Charles de Char- 
mont d'Amboife, equally refpeAed for his probity, 
his difinterefiednefs, and his valour. Lewis wrote 
to the eftates of Burgundy, to afliire them, that he 
would never fuffer that province to be again fepa- 
rated from the crown, profeffing at the fame time 
fo great a confidence in their fidelity, that he told 
them he intended to recall the Franc-archers. 

Thefe armaments, and the expence the king was 
obliged to be at to continue the war, or maintain 
peace, if his negotiations for that end fucceeded. 
hindered his furnifhing the fuccours which he haa 
promifed to Alphonfo king of Portugal, who was 
ftill in France. Lewis took care that he fhould be 
treated with the greateft refpe£t, but, at the fame 
time, gave him to undeifbnd, that he was in no 
condition to keep his word with him, uslj^ that this 

^ tieceifity 
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Bcceffity of his aiFairs even obliged him to acknow- 
tedgs Ferdinand and Ifabella for king and queen of 
Caftile. Alphonfo, who was a witnefs of the kiog'» 
fituation, admitted his excufes, yielded to neceflity, 
and refolved to turn- monk. He imparted his de* 
fign to bis fon, urged him- to take pofTefHon of the 
kingdom, retired, and concealed' himfelf with To- 
much care, that it was generally believed he had 
crofTed the fea, and was gone for Jerufalem ; a kind 
of devotion that ftill continued fafhionable even in> 
thoTedays. He was afterwards difcovercd in a vil- 
lage near Honfleur, and given to know from the 
king, that there was a neceffity for his leaving the 
kingdom. A tax was levied in N6rmandy to defray 
the cxpence of hisvo^s^^e \ 2nd Afiton" da Foudrss,. 
mafter of the king's houlhold, was appointed to tak& 
charge of the imbarkation. 

The king's refolution of acknowledging Ferdi- 
nand and Ifabella, was owing to the intelligence he 
received from the protonotary Lucena, and John* 
Lopez de Valdo MaiTo his penfioners in Caitile,. 
that Mary and Maximilian were treating with Fer- 
dinand, who had confented to abandon the alliance 
of France, provided he might have equally advan- 
tageous conditions from them. He knew further,. 
that Ferdinand intended a match between the prince- 
of Wales and his daughter Ifabella princefs of Aftu- 
rias, though ihe had been already promifed to the 
prince of Capua, fon of Ferdinand king of Naplts. 
All that was required o££dward was, to furnifli the 
king of Caftile with fuccours againft France and Por- 
tugal. But the king's addrefs broke all the meafurer 
of his enemies. Befides, after the duke of Burgun- 
dy's death, there was no prince but dreaded to be at 
variance with him. His arms made him formidable 
abroad ; the examples he had made of the conftable 
de S; Pol and fome others, kept his fubje£ts in awe ;. 
and the execution of the duke of Nemours whvcK., 



^00 The History ?f L E W I S XL 

happened this year, gave the finifbing Aroke to the 
eftablifliing of his authority, and ef&£lually ilifled 
all fpiric of revolt. 

James d'Armagnac duke of Nemours, was the 
Jbn of Bernard d'Armagnac count de la Marche, 
who had been governor to Lewis XL This prince 
out of a refpeA for the father, had loaded the Ion 
with favours. He had granted him in marriage his 
coufin the daughter of the count du Maine ; entruffled 
bim with the command of armies, and honoured him 
with the title of duke and peer ; a dignity fo much 
the more confiderable, as it had hitherto been granted 
to none but princes of the blood, and even very fpa- 
ringly to them. The duke of Nemours repayed the 
Jting v/ith t.hc bJsckcft ir.grst;ti;dc. He v^zz cnecf 
jthe firft to declare himfelf in the war of the pubiick 
good. I find in a manufcript chronicle, that he 
propofed to du Lau to kill the king. He leagued 
with the count d'Armagnac, and joined the party 
of the duke of Guyenne : the conftable's accufers, 
and the conftable himfelf charged Nemours. He 
was ever engaged in defigns that flood in need of a 
pardpn, and the Icaft of all men deferved it. After 
having obtained it feveral times, he was obliged to 
purchafc it once more by renouncing the privileges 
of duke and peer. He was afterwards accufed of 
having engagements in England, and with other 
enemies of the ftate, and of forming a defign to im- 
prifon the king, kill the dauphin, and divide the 
kingdom." The king, weary of exercifing 

his clemency to no purpofe, ordered the duke 
of Nemours to be arrefted at Carlat. The 
duchefs, who then lay in, was fo alarmed at the 
news, that (he died immediately upon it. Nemours 
was conduced to the Baflile, and fhut up in a cage. 
The count de Beaujeu, the chancellor, Boufile-le- 
Juge governor of Rouflillon, Montaigu, and feveral 
prefidents and counfellors in parliament, were no- 

tavciated 
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minated to prepare the indidment. When the ar- 
ticles againft him were drawn up, the king ordered 
them to be read before him, and wrote to the prin- 
cipal cities of the kingdom to fend deputies to affift 
at the trial. Being informed that the duke of Ne- 
mours had been fuiFered to come out of his cage 
when he was interrogated, he blamed'the indulgence 
of the judges, ordered the prifoner to be interrogat- 
ed in his cage, commanded him to be put upon the 
rack, and prefcribed himfelf the form of his exa- 
mination. 

Nemours no longer doubting that his ruin was 
refolved on, had recourfe to fubmiffions. He im- 
plored the king's clemency, and begged that his 
children might not be difhonoured by the infamous 
puniihment of their father. Lewis XI. was inflexible 
when he had once fet his heart upon vengeance ; the 
duke of Nemours was condemned to lofe his head, 
and was accordingly executed before the town-hafl*. 
Never was execution performed with greater folem- 
nity. Nemours was condu£led to the place of puniih- 
ment upon a horfe covered with black, the chamber 
where he confefled himfelf was hung with black ; a 
new fcaiFold was ereded, tho' there was one always 
ftanding in the place ; and the criminal's children 
were placed under him, that their father's blood 
might run down upon them. The confifcated ef- 
tates of the duke of Nemours were divided among 
his judges and the king's favourites, as Peter de 
bourbon, Boufile-le-Juge, Lenoncourt, Commines^ 
and fome others. The king at the fame time gave 
to du Lude the confifcated lands that had belonged 
to the prinqe of Orange. The principality itfelf 
was re united to Dauphine, and Ancefune appointed 

governor 

* Condemned the loth of July, executed the 4th ©f 

Au<riift. 
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governor of it. Lewis XL hoping to ward off con- 
fpiracies, by raifing diftruft among thofe concerned 
in them, publifhed an edidi:, importing, that all 
who had any knowledge of defigns againft the 
king, queen, 6r dauphin, and did not immediately 
difcover them, fliould be reputed accomplices, and 
punifhed as fuch. Tliis edi<3: was afterwards made 
ufe of to condemn M. de Thou, tho' then almoft 
univcrfally forgotten, nay, unknown to the gneatcft 
part of the judges themfelves, and only revived to 
gratify the hatred of a minifter. 

Lewis in the beginning af this year, 
1478. treated with Bernard de la Tour about 

Eajierj his claim to the county of Bologn. 
A^ar. 28. Phihp duke of Burgundy had fefeed it in 
yan, 3. 1419. Lewis having recovered it laft 
campaign, might have kept it by right 
of conqueff. The houfc of la Tour had never been 
aftually poflefled of it ; but as Bernard was by the 
mother's iide defcended from the ancient counts of 
Auvergne, and had therefore fome claims upon the 
county m queftion ; the king gave him in exchange 
that of Lauraquais of equal value. Some months 
after he did homage for it to the holy virgin in the 
church of Boulogn-furmer, made an offering of a 
golden heart weighing thirteen Marcs, and ordain- 
ed by letters patents dated in April at Hefdin, that 
his fucceffors fhould do the fame homage, accom- 
panying it with a like offering. 

Maximilian who by his marriage was now be- 
come the natural enemy of France, might have pro- 
red no lefs formidable than the late duke Charles, 
had he been fupported by the Englifh. But the 
money which Lewis diftributed very liberally a- 
xnong them, made them pay little or no regard to 
the follicitationsof an indigent prince. Edward, led 
by gratitude, or rather hi« intereft, and hoping to 
draw new contributions from the fame quarter, fent 

Howard 
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Howard and Tonftal with Dr. Langton to tK« 
court of France. They were impowered to concert 
the late truce, which was to continue for a year af- 
ter the death of the two kings, into a treaty of 
peace. 

Theking, defiirous to draw from^the ambafladors 
the fecret of their inftru£Hons, employed Boufile-le- 
Juge to fift them on that head. Hiftorians hence* 
forward ftrle him the count de Caftres, the king 
having beftbwed that county upon him, which was 
a part of the confifcated eftate of the duke of' Nc* 
mours. The count de Cadres managed Dr. Eang'- 
ton with fo much art, that he f6on difcovered that 
Edward had nothingfo much at heart asthe marriage 
of the princefs Elizabeth his daughter with the dau-^ 
phin ; that Haflings, Edward's favourite, waswholljr 
in the intereft of France ; but that feveral of the no* 
Bility murmured at the king's deferring fo k>ng the 
payment of Margaret's ranfom. 

Lewis immediately ordered ten thoufind crowns 
to be paid down on the fcore of the ranfom. Ed- 
ward, who was often in want of money, more 
on account of his expenfive Pleafures, than the exi- 
gencies of the ftate, received this fupply fo'feafona- 
Hy, and the gratitude of princes on thefe occafions 
is generally fo warm, that he wrote to his ambafla'- 
dors^to fihifh the peace. Lewis having nothing to 
fear from theEnglilh, turned his thoughts towards 
• tfie Liegeois and thje German princes, whom he en- 
deavoured to gain over to his fide againft MaxF^ 
milian. ^he^ Liegeois had not yet forgotten their 
late calamities; they reprefented the ruined ftate of 
theircountry, and their towns incapable of defence ;. 
that their lands were held of the emperor, Maxi- 
milian's father ; that they had been already fum*- 
fnoncdto furnifli fupplies to that prince, and if they 
jdared to declare againtt him, muftexpeft to be put 
under the ban of* the empire j tlxat the only favour 
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'they could hope for, was the being allowed to ob- 
fcrve a neutrality^ by which they might perhaps in 
time recover their loiTes, and find themfelves in a 
capacity of ferving France. The king was not fa- 
tisfied with this anfwer, and altho' he had fcarce 
any pretence for demanding aid of the Liegeois, af- 
ter having abandoned them fo fhamefully in their 
misfortunes, he ordered them to be told, that there 
had always been a ftridi: alliance between the ftates 
of Liege apd the kings of France ; whereas the 
three laft diikes of Burgundy had been the ravagers 
and deftroyers of their country ; that therefore they 
ought not to ftand neuter in the prefent quarrel ; 
that there was an abfolute neceffity for their declare- 
ing themfelves, and that one of the two they muft 
chufe, either his protedion or his refentment. 

Mean while the king treated with the count de 
Montbelliard, who agreed to receive the French in- 
to his eftates, in confideration of fix thoufand livres. 
The duke of Wirtemberg gave it alfo under his 
hand, to declare for France. Duke Sigifmund of 
Auflria, to whom the king allowed a peniion, 
wanted, if poffible, to preferve it without declaring 
againA Maximilian, and to that end offered himfelf 
as a mediator between the two princes ; but before I 
go any farther with him^ faid the king, / mufl knm 
whether he will be my friend. 

The emperor Frederic wrote about. 
Feb. 6. the fame time a letter to the king, in 
which he complained of his feizing upon 
Cambray, and fubftituting there the Flower-de- 
Luce in room of the Imperial Eagle : that he had 
entered Franche-comte, in a hoftile manner, and 
turned his arms againfl fome towns that were held 
of the Empire ; which he could not but look upon 
as a violation of the alliance that had fo long fub- 
fifted between the kings of France and the emperors* 
•/ Germany : that as for him and the duke Maxi- 
milian- 
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milian his fon, they defired nothing fo much as 
peace ; but that if this could not be obtained^ he 
took God and men towitnefs that he was com(>elled 
to enter upon a war, being refolved to defend to the 
utmofl of his power the rights of his fon, his own, 
and thofe of the empire. 

The king wrote back to the emperor, that he 
thought it injurious to reproach him with having 
violated ancient alliances, and ftill more to declare 
war againft him after all the fervices whicli the em- 
perors had received of the kings of France: that it 
became an emperor rather to cherifh and maintain 
peace among Chriftian princes, and to unite with 
them againft Infidels. 

Thefe letters on both fides were no more than a 
vain parade of frivolous expoftulations, which no 
way tended to adjuft the interefts in queftion, and 
produced no good effe<9:. The emperor, without 
coming to an open rupture with France, furniftied 
Maximilian with troops ; and the king, fecure of 
the Engliih and Switzers, prepared to defend his 
rights, and perhaps to regulate them by his fuccefs. 

Lewis, who never made war but when conftrained 
to it, readily complied with the offers of thofe who 
courted his alliance. He entered into a treaty with 
Philip of Savoy, and granted him confiderable pen- 
fions upon his agreeing to fign the articles of the 
edift publifhed the December before, ordaining that 
all who had any knowledge of plots or confpiracies 
Ihould give immediate notice of them to the king. 
Philip fwore to ferve. the king againft all his enemies, 
and Maximilian by name, the houfe of Savoy being 
alone excepted. 

Lewis at the fame time gave to Antony, baft^d 
of Burgundy, the county of Oftrevant, the chatel- 
lany of Bapaume, and the city of Boucha'in. Prc- 
fents fo confiderable, tho' granted out of the new 
conquefts, rouzed the zeal of the parliament, who. 
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at the follicitatibn of fome that were about the king,, 
renewed the oppofition they had before made in 
1470 to fuch like ^alienations, protefting againft alt 
the king (hould do contrary to jhe tenor of that op- 
pofition. 

In reality thefe exceflive liberah'ties could not be 
fupported but to the hurt and prejudice of the peo- 
ple, inafmuch*as they obliged the king to borrow of 
his fubjefts, or impofe taxes upon them. Yet muff 
it be owned at the fame time, that if we except his 
offerings in point of devotion, which were beyond 
meafure b:rdenfome and extravagant, all his other 
cxpences had the publick good in view, and efpe- 
cially the preservation of his fubjefls ; which made 
Molinet, duke Maximilian's hiftorian fay, that 
Lewis had rather lofe ten thoufand crowns, than 
rifk the life- of an archer. 

The kingi who was defirous that all' his enter- 
prizes might appear foundeJ on fome juft claim, 
eaiily perceived that he could not with any face of 
reafon ftretch that of the reverfion, in refpeft of fe- 
▼eral provinces, fo far as he defired. This put him 
upon the deflgn of attacking the memory of the late 
duke Charles, and profecuting him for the crime of 
rebellion and felony. A > the intended procefs re* 
garded the peerdoms of Burgundy^ Flanders,, and 
Artois, the king^ that he might fet out at firft with 
at leaft fome appearance of juftice and moderation, 
offered to the^duke and duchcfs of Auftria, to refer 
the matter to the judgment of the peers, who were 
the natural] udges of the prefent caufe. He adduced 
as examples the procefs between king Philip the 
Hardy, and Charks king of the Two Sicilies, about 
the fucceilion of Alphonfo count of Poitiers ; that 
between Charles the Fair and Eudedcjke.of Burgun- 
dy, fn relation to the appenage of Philip the Long,, 
which £ude pretended was his inheritance in right. 

of 
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of his wife that king's daughter ; and laftly between 
Charles V. and Philip duke of Orleans. 

The king propofed to the duke and duchefs, that 
they fliould be prefent in perfon at the affembly, or 
fend feme thither in their name, to defend their 
rights. The Pope, the king of the Romans, and 
the Eleftors of the Empire were invited to fend de- 
puties to it, provided the affair was decided in* 
France, becaufe the laws of the realm did not allow 
of its being tried elfe where. 

Thefe offers being rejefied, as it was natural to 
forcfee they muft, a criminal procefi was begun 
againft the memory of the late duke 
Charles, The articles of the charge May ix. 
traced things a great way back. They 
recounted all that had pa fled under the reigns of 
Charles VL and Charles VII ; the murder of the 
duke of Orleans, the ihtrodu(Slion of the Englifh 
into France, the alliances ©f the dukes of Burgundy 
with them, the profcription of the Dauphin, the 
devafiations, maflacres, and all the horrors to which 
the kingdom had been expofed. Next were men- 
tioned the war of the publick good, and the treaties 
of Conflans and Peronne. This laft was m a par- 
ticular manner infifted on, and reprefented as the 
effect of conftraint and perfidy, great pains being 
taken to (how that the duke had viokteNd his pro- 
mife. A detail likewife was given of all that pafled 
at Peronne, with a copy of the fafe-condu6t fent to 
the king by duke Charles. It may be proper to ob- 
ferve, that the original itfelf, as it has been fince 
found, differs greatly from the letter inferted in the 
verbal proceis. I flxall here give a faithful tranfcript 
of it. 

SIR, 

TBeg leave to offer my fnofl humble refpeSfs to you ^ and 
-* likewife to thank you for feneiing the cardinal {B^lue) 
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who has told me of your defire of having an interview 
with me j which I ejieem a great honour -y and return 
my warmeft achtiwUdgments for, I have fsgnified to 
him my intententiins m regard to that and other matters^ 
which you may^ if y^^ think proper, inform yourjelf 
about. I give you full affurance of an entire liberty both 
of coming and returning ; and humbly requefl, that you 
will be pleafed to receive my meffages -by the cardinal in 
the fame friendly manner as they were delivered^ fsf 
which I refer you to himfelf Pray Heaven your lifi 
may be long and happy, fvritten by the hand of your 
moji humble and moft obedient fubjeSfy 

Charles. 

The letter inferted In the verbal procefs, is diffe- 
rent from that given above, and exprefles the fafe* 
condud): in terms much more ftrong and obligatory, 
I fwear and promife, fays the duke, upon my faith and 
honour^ that you may come, abide and return in full Je- 
curity, and at your pleafure ; which liberty is here givin 
without reflrilion or referve, and to ajfure you that no 
pretences Jha II be ufed to detain either yourfelf or any be- 
longing to you ^ let what f^ill happen. In wit nefs whereof 
1 have writ and ftgned this with my own hand, Pe- 
ronne, the ith of October, 1468. Tour moji humble 
and obedient fubjeSf^ 

Charles. 

Antony and Baldwin baftards of Burgundy, An- 
tony and Philip de Crevecoeur, Bitche and Fere de 
Cluny attefted, that this laft letter was written with 
the duke of Burgundy's own hand. Bitche added, 
that he had feen him write it, and that he was him- 
felf the perfon who delivered it to the meflenger. 
We muft therefore fuppofe, either that the duke 
wrote two letters upon the fame fubjecS, which is 
by no means probable 5 or, that the letter he fcnt 
was riot conformable to bis own minute of it 5 or, 

that 
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that this inferted in the verbal procefs was forged. 
A fuit profecuted with fomuch animofity and paffion, 
as this now under confideration, aiFords but too juft 
grounds to fxxfpcQ: the papers made ufe of on that 
occafion. 

Although duke Charles had fome ground of com* 
plaint againft the king, it is neverthelefs certain, 
that he may be truly charged with a violation of the 
law of nations at Peronne. Among the crimes 
wherewith he was reproached, the greateft ftrefi 
was laid upon fuch as tended to render his memory 
odious. He was charged with having been an ac- 
complice of I thier, of Hardy, of the Conftable, and 
of the duke of Nemours. The duke of Burgundy 
had indeed been partly embarked in feveral of thefe 
plots ; which gave (bme colour of probability to the 
n£titious crimes charged upon him. Some of the 
articles, however, were fo extravagant and unrea- 
fonable, that they could only ferve to weaken the 
force of thofe which had a juft foundation. Thus 
it was made criminal in the duchefs to have written 
letters to the ftates of Burgundy, after her father's 
death, and to have fought the alliance of the Swit- 
zersj as if it was not allowable in a fovereign prin- 
cefs to make fuch treaties as (he fhould find moft for 
her intereft. 

During the profecution of this fuit, the king wat 
upon the frontiers endeavouring to gain over the go- 
vernors of fome of the towns. But that he might 
not confine himfelf wholly to the way of negotia- 
tion, he ordered Conde to be inverted. This town 
covered Valenciennes, and he earneftly defired to 
make himfelf mafter of it, as it would fecure his 
conquefls in Hainault. M ingoual defended the place 
with three hundred men, all good troops. The king, 
invefted it, and charged Mouy to cut off the com-^ 
munication with Valenciennes, an ufelefs precaution, 
becaufe the hatred fubiifiing between Mingoual and 
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Galiot governor of Valenciennes, was a fuffident fe- 
curity againft their mutually arding each other. 
The people are but too often the viftims of thefelow 
pcrfonal quarrels. The town was foon obliged to 
capitulate. Several Germans went over to the king's 
fide, but nothing could fhake the fidelity of Min- 
g»ual, who immediately upon the furrender of the 
place* withdrew to Maximilian. The king conti- 
nued the inhabitants in the enjoyment of their pri- 
vileges, ordered the town to be repaired, put a gari- 
fon into it, and left k the fame day. 

The caflles of Trelon and BofTu furrendered upon 
the firft fummons. A general confternation ran- 
through the country, and the king might have pufhed 
his conqueils a great way, had not^taximilian fpee- 
dily afTembled his army. Detachments were thenr 
fent out on both fides to make incurfions; the ad- 
vantages were pretty near equal, which ferved only 
to heighten the cakmittes of the country. BoflU 
and Trelon were retaken. The French abandoned 
and burnt Chateau-de-Ville^ The king fufpeding 
that Maximilian had a defign upon Conde, ordered 
Mouy to aflemble all-the inhabitants in the principal 
church,, under pretence of offering thanks to God 
for a viAory juft obtained. Mean while the foldiers 
pillaged the city, loaded fome boats with the mod 
valuable partof the booty, and burnt the reft. The 
garifon of Montagne adled the fame treacherous part 
in that city. 

G^lbt fallied'outof Valenciennes with eight thou- 
iand men, and made aa incurfion as far as the gates 
of Quefhoy. Dammartin provoked at this bravado, 
fell upon the enemy, and drove them back till he 
was even within fight of Maximilian. The prince 
aftonifhed at an adion fo full of boldnefs, fent the 
Count de Chimay to the king, with propofals of 
ppace. Lewis, who depended flill more upon nego* 
tiation thsxi arms, received Chimay very £avourably. 
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Befides, be began to entertain fome fufpicion of the 
Venetians, on account of the peace they had lately 
concluded with Sigifmund duke of Auftria. The 
Switzers too Teemed to be jealous of the king's con- 
quefis; and the duchefs dowager -of Burgundy was 
inceflancly foUiciting her brother Edward IV. to 
declare apinft France. Edward had no intention 
to comply, but he artfully made ufe of the prefent 
conjun^faure to diiaw continual fupplies of money froo^ 
the king. 

All theffrcircumftances made Lewis extremely de- 
firousof peace. The inhabitants of Cambray, after 
the king's admiffion into that place, were fo well 
iatisfied with their treatment, and the manner In 
whkhi the king governed them, that of their own 
accord they palled an ad, in which they acknow- 
ledged their having been formerly a part of the 
realm of France ; that they were then treated with 
juftice and clemency ; that ever fince their repara- 
tion from it, they had been expofed to all manner 
of oppreffioa and violence, without receiving the 
kaft ledrefi from, the emperors ; atui that for thefe 
reafons they might aga^in put themfelves under the 
jurifdidion of the king. 

Lewis, to ihew his gratitude to the inhabitants 
of Cambray for this teftimony of their good will, 
and willing at the fame time to fatisfy the emperor 
in regard, to his complaints, ordered that the Impe- 
rial Eagle fhoqld be again replaced, where-ever the 
Flower -de- Luce had been fet up, and refiored the 
inhabitants to their liberty, without any other conr 
dition on their part than that of obferving an exa£i 
neutrality, and owning his fovereignty 
and jurifdi^lion. The king afterwards June lO. 
agreed with Chimay upon a truce of ten 
days, which was prolonged for a year. 

By this treaty Lewis engaged to reftore to Maxi- 
milian all that, he had conq^ueced in Hainault zxJL 
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Franche-Comte ; that freedom of cominerce.fliouM 
be re-eftabliflied ; and every one fuffercd to enjoy 
his property in quiet. In this truce were compre- 
hended almoft all the princes and ftates of Europe, 
without any mention of the pope. The conferva- 
tors were to meet every fifteenth day, upon the ter- 
ritories of France and Flanders alternately, in order 
to adjuft any differences that might arife in relation 
to the truce. Each party in the mean time cbofe 
fix arbitrators, who were to be employed in ncgo- 
^ tiating a peace, and had power to nominate a fu- 
preme arbitrator within fix months, if they couM 
not agree among themfelves about the terms of it. 
As foon as the truce was figned, the king fent or- 
ders to evacuate Quefnoy, Bouchain, Tourney', and 
feveral other towns, whofe inhabitants for the moft 
part regretted their being taken from under the go- 
vernment of France. 

Ghamont d'Aroboife, who commanded in Bur* 
gundy, not having timely notice fent him of the 
truce, tookSeure, Verdun, Mont Saugeon, and laid 
fiege to Baune which had revolted. Simon de 
Quingey, William Vaudrey, and Cottebrune, tf« 
fembled fome troops to relieve it, and had already 
furprized Verdun ; Chamont attacked them before 
they could fortify themfelves in that place, made 
them all prifoners, and cut in pieces eight hundred 
Switzers and Germans who had joined them : He 
immediately returned before Beaune, and forced it 
to furrender upon very hard conditions. All their 
wines were feized, and they were over and above 
obliged to pay forty thoufand crowns to fave the city 
from total pillage. 

The king being informed that Berry was upon 
the point of revolting, fent du Bouchage thither 
with unlimited power, who foon brought back the 
province to its obedience. Du Bouchage had already 
come off with honour and fuccefs in feveral commif" 

lions 
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lions of this kind. When the king found it necef- 
brj to ioveft an/ one with his authoritj, he gene- 
rally did it without referve or reftridion ; left irre- 
(blution, and the time ufually taken up in fending 
and waiting for orders, might caufe the expedients 
made ufe of to mlicarry. 

We have feen with what celerity the prince of 
Orange embraced and quitted the party of the king. 
The decree given againft him did not &il to dif- 
quiet him ; atid in order to open a way for having it 
rerertcdj by fome coniiderabie revolution, he formed 
at defign of poifoning the king. The perfon em- 
pbyed for this purpofe was one John Renond, who 
having been fervant at Lyons to a fa£lor of the houie 
of Medicis, had refolved upon a journey to Florence 
to try his fortune there by the means of his old ma- 
fler. He was arrefled upon his way and conduced 
to S. Claude, where Erbains commanded. Erbains 
lent him to the prince of Orange, who after quefti- 
oning him ftri£i:ly, and cauiing him to be examined 
by the baftard of Orange, found him a refolute de- 
termined fellow, one that wanted an opportunity of 
fluking his fortune, who had boldnefs enough to 
commit a crime, and was incapable of being deter- 
red from it by a horror of the guilt. He took him 
afide, and made him fwear upon the Gofpels, he 
would do whatever (hould be required of him : As 
if oaths could bind a man to a crime ; or that vil- 
lains ought to refpe<9: only fuch as it was unlawful 
i#r them to keep. Renond, as little fcrupulous in 
point of oaths» as in regard to the crime itfelf, and 
greedy of the promifed reward,readily yielded to every 
thing that was defired of him. The prince of Orange 
then told him, that the king after hearing ma6, 
had a cuftom of kiffing the corners of the altar, 
which he muft therefore rub with a poifonous tinc- 
ture. Renond took the poifon, and was preparing 
to fet out^ when the prince of Orange imparted tko. 
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projeft to Erbains^ This laft told him, that Kc 
had done wrong in trufting a Frenchman, and that 
he knew of one, whom they could more aflurediy 
depend upon, provided care was taken to bury the 
fccret efFeftually, by making away with Renond. 
He was thereupon feized and fent to Salines^ but 
found means to efcape and get to Bourges by unfre- 
quented ways* He was introduced to the king, 
made a full difcovery of all we have related above, 
And to touch him in a fenfible part, added, that 
having made a vow when in prifon to the blefled 
virgin of Puy, and to St. James, the bonds were in 
a moment loofened from ofF his hands. He enlarged 
much upon this pretended miracle, and ran on with 
great fluency in a fort of difcourfe no lefs familiar to 
ruffians than crimes themfelves.' 

The king ordered him to be carried before the 
parliament, to whom he at the fame time kht i 
letter conceived in thefe terms. 

Aly friends and Juhje^s^ the prince of Orange had 
firmed a defign to poifon me ; but God^ the bleffed Vtr- 
gtn^ and St, Martiuy have frujirated his wicked pur* 
pofey as you will fee by the double of the informations I 
fend you to be rfad in open courts before all the worlds 
that w one may remain ignorant of the perfidy ^nd trtC" 
f on of that prince. 

Given at Gambray the 6th ofjune^ 1478. 

The parliament ordered all the informations to 
be read at the bar of the great chamber, and made 
publick proclamation of the prince of Orange's 
crime, whom they had already condemned to death. 

It was probably in acknowledgment for the difco- 
Tery of this confpiracy, that the king, at his return, 
expended fo much in a<fts of devotion. He gave no 
lefs than two thoufand Marcs of filver towards the 

raifing 
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Taifing of a rail round the (hrine of St. Martin, and 
rebuilt the church of Victoria near Senlis. 

The devotion of this prince, tho* fometimcs puih- 
cd to fuperftition, yet never hindered him from af- 
•ferting the rights of his crown. Where they 
chanced to be concerned, he feldom piqued himfelf 
upon a childtfli devotion ; he never failed indeed in 
the exterior marks of refpe<3 to the clergy, but 
would by no means fufFer them to ftretch their 
•power beyond its proper bounds. Complaints were 
brought before him againft certain mendicant friars 
who fttlcd themfelvesinquifitors of faith, and greatly 
jndlefted the people in the mountainous parts of Dau- 
phin^. A proclamation was publifhed forbidding 
thefe audacious monks to difturb or harrafs his fub- 
je£b, and referving to himfelf and council the ulti- 
mate decifion in all caies of that kind. 

Lewis Xlth'sfirmnefs and regard to juftice, flionc 
out ftill more confpicuous in the aiFair of the houfe 
of Medicis, whofe defence he undertook againft the 
5)ope. 

The femily of Medicis was the moft powerful in 
Florence. Comus de Medicis, furnamed the Great, 
added a new luftre to it ; he was governor of the 
city, and exercifed an almoft fovereign authority in 
the republick. iHe owed his great riches to com- 
merce, his authority to his riches, and the efteem in 
which he was held among his fellow-citizens, to the 
generous ufe he made of thefe advantages. The de- 
fender of the opprefled, the patron and protedor of 
learning*, he was fuperior to moft princes, by be- 
ing a truly great man. 

His 

♦ Comus de Medicis got together at Florence aH the 
4nen of diftinguiflied talents, who fled out of Greece upon 
the invafion of the Turks. It is by the channel of Italy 
that the fclences, learning, and the fine arts have been 
conveyed to us. 
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His fortune and merit drew upon him a load of 
envy. Adverfity was ftill wanting to add a new 
luftre to his character, and the reftlefs attempts of 
his enemies contributed to render his glory compleat. 
He was banifhed Florence, but the neceffities of the 
ftate foon obliged them to recal him, and his autho- 
rity became more' firmly eftablifhed than ever, as 
the publick fafety was found to depend upon it. The 
Florentines continued it to his (on Peter, and bis 
grandfons Laurence and Julian fupported it likewifc 
with dignity. 

The enemies of the boufe of Medicis might be (aid 
rather to lie quiet thaii be deftroyed * The ftzzi's 
and Salviati's, who next to them, were of greatefl 
con(ideration in the ftate, wanted only an opportu- 
nity to ruin them. The hmily of the Pazzi's was 
very numerous ; they were even nearly related to 
the houfe of Medicis, and Blanche, the fifter of 
Laurence and Julian, was adually married to Wil- 
liam Fazzi ; but the ties of blood do not always 
form thofe of friendfhip, and feldom prevail againft 
Che incitements of ambition. Count Jerome de la 
Rovere, the pope's nephew, complained that the 
houfe of Medicis had hindered his becoming lord of 
Imola, and joined the fadion of their enemies. 
After many projefb and attempts to deftroy them, 
they found there was no way left but to aflaffinate 
them. The execution of this defign vtras attended 
with many difficulties; there was a neceffity for 
murdering the two brothers at the fame time, and 
in the midft of a people by whom they were ex- 
tremely beloved. 

The Pazzi's, and Francis Salviati, archbifhop of 
Pifa, the chief conduftors of the confpiracy,._Jrew 
into it all thofe who either through a reftleifnefs of 
temper, defperate fortunes, or a confcioufnefs of 
their crimes, were defirous of a revolution ; as Ban- 
dini, Bagnioni, MafFei, Poggio the fon of the fii- 

mous 
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PoggiO) Monte-fecco, and a great many others* 
confpirators fixed upon Sunday the 26th of 
I for the execution of their defign. The pbce 
nted was the church, and thefignal theeleva* 
>{ the hoft. So many awful circumftances raifed 
ror in Monte-fecco, who was a foldief ; be rtr 
to have any hand in it : Bagnioni a priefty 
his place, and engaged to kill Laurence, while 
:ifco Pazzi and Bandini fliould fall upon his 
ler Julian and ftab him. 
I was now in readinefs for the execution of their 
1. Laurence de Medicis was already in church, 
he fervice began. Pazzi and Bandini, uneafy 
(e they faw not Julian,, went to look for liim^ 
wrought him with them. 

le two brothers took their feats : the archbiibop 
fa no longer doubting of the fuocefs, went out 
Poggio and a few more of the confpirators to 
the palace, and make fure of the magiftrates. 
ther it was chance, or fufpicion, they had no 
r entered, than the doors were (hut upon them. 
I while the aflaffins in the church fell upon the 
»rothers. Bandini andPazzi ilabbed Julian ; 
/aurence defended himfdf againft Ma8f i ^aind 
ioni, acid made his retreat into, the veftry by the 
>f fome friends, and.cfpeciallyiof a man whom 
d delivered out of prifon two days before, ain^ 
faved his life at the hazard ofhis own. 
is impoffible to defcribe the confufion, terroj;, 
proar of the people ittithe church, where evpry 
bought his life in danger. James Puzzi, tlie 
of that family, mounted on horfeback,. and 
through the city^ -^crying out ^ liberty and ffnt 
; but no body offered' to join him, the general 
rtiation keeping {hem all in fufpence. Upon 
ic-frScnds of the houfe . of Medicis, refuming 
;e, brought Laurence out of his afylum, anjd 
fled him home in triumph. The people rofe 

L. IL L \X^<3VX 
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upon the conrpirators and flew them ; they who 
^ere in the palace obferving how matters went, 
joined in executing the publick vengeance, and to 
diftingui(h themfelves the more, caufed the arch- 
bilhop of Pifa and Poggio to be hanged at the ban 
ef one of the windows ; Francifco Pazzi was feized, 
and underwent the fame fate. The cardinal de la 
Rovere, the pope's nephew, very narrowly efcaped 
the fury of the populace, and owed hb fafety wholly 
to the fear occafioned by two thoufand men, whom 
the pope had ordered to advance, and be in readi- 
«ef8 to fupport the confpiracy. Thefe troops find- 
ing that the enterprise had mifcarried, difcharged 
their vengeance upon the country, by ravaging and 
laying it wafte in a mercilefs manner ; the peopk 
made reprisals upon all whom they fufpeAed to be 
partisans of dbe houfe of Pazzi. 

The king of Naples joined the pope in hopes that 
he might be able to draw fome advantage from the 
prefent confufion of the republick, the Florentines 
implored aid on all hands, and fent Guy and Antony 
Vefnucci into France, 

The king was afraid at firft to meddle in the 
wars of Italy. Sanfeverin endeavouring toperfuade 
hito, that he ought to take advantage of thefe 
troubles, in order to get fome footing: in that coun- 
try : Lewis replied, that diftant conquefts were al- 
ways burdenfome, and never of any real fervice to 
the kingdom. Mean while the pope pufiied on his 
defigns fo fuccefsfully, that the king thought proper 
to difpatch Commines to Milan, to fbllicit the 
duchefs to join with him and the Venetians, for 
the putting an end to thefe troubles. The ducheis 
ient three hundred men at arms, who came very 
feafonably to the relief of the Florentines, tl^ey be- 
. ing fore prefled by the troops of the pope and the 
king of Naples. > 

■ -- r .-■..- The 
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The arrival of an embaifador from France, and 
tbe intereft the king feemed to take in protecting 
the republick of Florence, pfiade the pope extreamly 
lineafy. The cardinal of Pavia wrote to him upon 
this fubjeflt. One fees plainly by the manner in 
which the letter is penned, that the politicks of the 
court of Rome has been alwavs the fame. The car- 
dinal exprefsly mentionsi Trtat there was a necejjhy 
for ujing delays with the king*5jembdJpxdors ; that if it 
was dangerous to offend that prince^' 'it was no lefsfo to 
dif cover any fear ofhifn^ or to abandon the enterfrize $ 
that thanfwer to his remanftrances^ it would he necejfary 
to make ufe of general and undetermined exprefponSy and 
tofignify fomejurprizethat a kingfo wfe^ who had ever 
beenzealoufly attached to the Holy See^ Jhould thus fuffer 
himfelfto he drawn in by a too eafy credulity^ to efpoufe 
the caufe ofimpo/lors, ' If it comes ioa difcuffion of the 
faSiy adds the cardinal^ the fobe^s condu'^ may bejujti^ 
fiedj by making appear ^ that he ioasunder a necejjity of 
thajlijing the Florentines for putting to^deathfi many ec* 
cle/ia/iicks ; that his hoUnefs would indeed have beenfa* 
tisfied with any probable . twken of their repentance ^ but 
that thiy Wire hardened' ht their crime^ and had lapfed 
into hsrefy ; that it whs^tiftontfhing the king Jhould havo 
communhh v)ith'fhetn'\ 'that • hh'hohnefs waSy neverthe^ 
lefs^ d'fpcfd io favour' thetn e^i ff regard to the inter*- 
ctfjim nf fi great is kil^y'biifhefiund the affair fo im^ 
portaniy as obliged 'Km 'firjl to conjult 'thefacred college^ 
that h would fiquire foriie time 'to affemble itj on actount 
of. the gbjen^e or'di/lance of feveral of the cardinals^ 
that tfie emhaffadors mean while might remain perfeSlly 
eafy y and Jhould hive ndtice fent tbemy as foon as the 
eardinal'college ciuldbi ajfembhd. 

The pope foUbwed the council of the cardinal of 
PJaviii; but the ting interefted himfelf warmly in 
the afFairV^^nd caufed reprefentation to be made to 
the emperor, the' duke 6i Bavaria, and the other 
princes of the feaipire, how much- it cow:«TVt4^xVv«a\. 

L2 ^ 
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all to avenge the Florentines, and prevent, by the 
puni(hment of that confpiracy, fuch as might other- 
wife be formed againft themfelves. He called a na- 
tional council, interdlfted all commerce with tbe 
court of Rome, and would allow none, who had 
been concerned in the aflaffination of the Medici's 
to fet foot in the l^ingdom. 

The pope conipjained to the emperor of the pro- 
teAion granted by' the kin^ to the houfe of Medicis, 
^nd particularly of his calling a national council, zn 
article that touched him in the moft fenfible manner. 
He exclaimed againft the injury pretended to be 
thereby done to d)e holy fee, and requefted the em- 
peror to reprefent to his niajefty how ill it became a 
chriftian prince, to preferthe intereftsof a naerchant, 
to thofe of God and the church. 

Sixtus in hopes .of being foon feconded bv more 
formidable forc^, thundered out his ecclenaftical 
cenfures againft the Florentines, whom he treated 
as rebels and hereticks, becaufe they would not fuf- 
fer a troop of mifcreants to cut their throats, but 
boldly ftood up in the disfenco of their liberties. 
Altho' he made a mighty buftle about the interefls 
oi God and the churc)i,it was neverthelefs apparent 
that his views wer^. purely human, nav, and very 
tinjuftifiable. Nor was the contempt fkc exprefied 
for the family of Medicis, whom he aiFe£led to treat 
as merchants, lefs blameable ; efpecially when we 
confider the obfcurity of his own defcent. It is faid 
that he was onginally a fifher, and had' by hfs libe- 
ralities engaged the houfe of Rovere to aflbciate him 
into their family, in order to liide the meannefi of 
"hii birth. One would, think thjitfelf-We,* as well 
as juftice, might have induced him to mpw greater re- 
gard to men who owed their elevation to their own me- 
rit. The houfe of Medicis were notlefi diftinguiflicd 
hy the fervices they did their couQtr)^»ait tbe time they 

wen 
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were treated by the pope as merchants, than whea 
thev afterwards became fovereign princes. 

dixtus had fiirther the aflurance to fay, in the ih- 
firudions giveii to one of his nuncio^s, that he con- 
fented to the. calling of a general council, provided 
the feveral chciftian kings, would there give an ac- 
count of their condud and defigns in regard to the 
church. Lewis, as pious as he was, or afleded to 
be thought, underftood perfectly his own rights, 
and was too jealous of them to allow of the leaft en- 
croachment. Difguftcd at the pope's repeated de- 
lays, he fummoned a council to meet at Lyons. A 
piece was publlfbed on this Qccafion qpon the ufe- 
fiilnefs of national councils, and to demonftrate, 
that the difcipline of the church not being in all 
places the fame, it was neceflary for the prelates of 
a ftate to affcmble from time to time under the di- 
rection of the fovereign, in order to fecure and af- 
certain the purity of doQrine and manners. The 
king, in full council, made profeffion of his vene- 
ration for the pope and the holy fee ; but at the 
fame time declared, that he thought it was for the 
iqtereft, both of church and ftate, to aflemble a ge- 
neral council; and therefore willed the prelates, 
abbots, chapters, and univerfities of the kingdom, to 
prepare for it by a national fynod. 

The aflembly was opened at Orleans, and conti- 
nued at Lyons the year following. They renewed 
the decrees of the council of Conftance, and parti- 
cularly that by which it was declared, that general 
'Cogncils derived their power immediately from God, 
and that the pope was bound to fubmit to their de- 
cifions. Principles too well known to ftand in need 
.of being here repeated, too evident to require proof, 
and upon which I think it unnecefTary to infift any 
longsr. 

The king notified his intentions to the pope, and 

~tbe reft of the Italian princes. The pope ftill pur- 

L 3 fuin^ 
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fuing his iirft defign, contrived to protrad the ne- 
gotiations, and above all Tet himfelf to embroil the 
ftates from whom he had reafon to fear any oppofi- 
tion. He ftirred up the Genoefc againft the duke 
of Milan;, engaeed theSwitzers to make war upon 
him, and that he might feem not wholly to rejed 
the king's fuit, pretended to grant the Florentines a 
truce, which he obferved, or broke, as beft fuited 
his intereft, and the prevailing circumflances of af- 
fairs. 

Commines returned from Florence, after refiding 
about a year in that place, Laurence de Medicis 
thanked the kjng for fending fo wife and difcreet a 
minifter. 

The difputes between the king and Maximilian 
were ftill more interefting than thofe of Florence. 
It had been agreed, that a meeting (hould be held. to 
convert the truce into a lafting peace. Commif- 
iioncrs were named for that purpofe, and Coufinot 
had made a colleSion of all the aSs and papers re- 
lating to the king's claims upon the dominions of 
the late duke of Burgundy. 

Sigifmund of Auftria, attached to Maximilian hj 
the ties of blood, and to the king, by thofe of gra- 
titude, ardently wiflied to fee a good underftahding 
fettled between the two princes ; but as he had fcarcc 
any credit with either, his efforts however com- 
mendable did little fervice. 

The congrefs was appointed to be held at Bou- 
logne. The king named the procurator- general S. 
Roman, and Halley the attorney- general, men well 
acquainted with the rights of the publick, for bis 
plenipotentiaries. Before they fet out, they made 
a declaration in parliament, that no accommodaticn 
interfering with the king's rights could be bindii;g 
upon the ftate, and therefore before hand, jiroteflcd 
againft the validity o^'any.conceflipIis cohtrary to 
the juft claims of the croiyn. ' ' - ^' - 

Maximilian's 
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Maximilian's commif&oners opened the confe- 
rences by z, rpeech afcertaining the territories of 
which duke Charles was in pofTeffion at the time of 
bis death. They infifted that this pofleffion Aiffici- 
ently authorized the demand of the king's defifting 
from his pretenfions, and reftoring whatever he had 
jeized fince the duke% death. 

In oppofition to thefe demands, the plenipoten- 
tiaries for the king argued, that the conftitutions of 
the realm allowed not of any alienation of domain^ 
but upon defaultof heirs male, re-united to the crown 
whatever had been given under the title of appenage. 
They maintained, that the dukes of Burgundy could 
bold that duchy by no other tenure, and that Franche- 
Comte having been always confidered as a part of it» 
muft be fubje£l to the fame claims, that every peer- 
dom ought to revert to the crown, and upon this 
principle they demanded Flanders ; nor did they ima- 
gine there was any room for difputing Lifle, Douay, 
and Orchies, with the king, infomuch as Charles V . 
bad yielded thefe towns to the duke, only for himfelf 
and his heirs male. As for the county of Boulogne^ 
befides that it had been really ufurped by the duke 
of Burgundy, the king was now in poiTeifion of it 
by right of conqueft, and had moreover purchafed 
the claims of the houfe of Tour. Maximilian's mi- 
nifters replied, that they were not in condition to 
anfwer upon thefe articles, and muft have time to 
receive new inftrudions, and inform themfelves ; 
thus the congrefs broke up at the end of three months. 

The king was particularly careful to maintain th« 
sdliance wi<h England. Part of queen Margaret's 
ranfom had been already paid. Charles de Martigny 
bifhop of Elne *, and Ja Tifaye, ambafladors of 
France, at Edward's court, reprefented to him, that 
the, ducbefs dowager of Burgundy was ever ready to 
favour the attemps of the king's enemies. That ihe 
L 4 fuffcrc* 

* This fee has been fince tranflaxcd to ¥%r(\^%Sk« 
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filtered the duke of Aoftria's troops to icndeEVOus 
upon the hods afligned to her bj way of dower. 
And that the king was willing to make a farther 
grant of the revenues of Cbaveinsand Rirriere, upon 
her confenting to hcJd thcfe lands cf bknp and to 
withdraw from the party of bis enemies. 

The bi(hop of Eloe likewife propofed that the 
truce, which bad been concluded between the two 
kings for life, might be prolonged to a hundred yean 
after their death, with a continuation of the yearly 
payment of the fifty thoufand crowns, ftipulatcd by 
the treaty of Amiens. 

Edward was far from difli king thefe propoials; 
but what he had mofl at heart, was, the marriage 
of his daughter Elizabeth with the dauphin. He 
charged Tonihl and Langton his ambafladors to re« 
quire, firft, a fccurity that the marriage fliould take 
place; fccondly, a promife that if Elizabeth died) 
the dauphin (hould efpoufe her fifter Mary ; thirdly, 
that Elizabeth, being now in her twelfth year, and 
marriageable, might enjoy her dowry of fijtty thou- 
fand crowns, feeing the delay of the nuptials pro- 
ceeded not from her. The king replied : that be 
defired nothing fo much as the completion of the mar- 
riage between the dauphin and the princefs ; that it 
was but reafonable to take all poffible means for the 
fecuring fo important an alliance ; and that a difpcn- 
fation was to be obtained for the marriage of tbe 
princefs Mary with the dauphin, Ihould Elizabeth 
happen to die. As to the dowry whieh was de- 
manded from the time prefent, the king referred 
that matter to his council, who were unanknoufiy 
of opinion that it could be no otherwife claimed 
than in confequcnceof the marriage itfcl^ there be- 
ing no inftance of a contraS in which tte payment 
of the dowry anticipated the confummttion of the 
nuptial^. 

Althougk 



Tbi History tf LEWIS XI. 2^5 

Although the king's anfwer was extremely rea* 
fonable, he yet found it neceflary in order to give it 
the greater weight, to make a new payment of ten 
thoufand crowns on the fcore of queen Margaret'/i 
ranibm. Money feldom failed to remove all Ed- 
ward's fcruples. We (hall fee in the fpquei how the 
marriage between the dauphin and Elizabeth came 
to mifcarry. 

Lewis refolved this year to make a fettlement in 
regard to the counties of Rouffillon and Cerdagne. 
He had already difpofed in marriage of all the Hfters 
of the late duke, of Savoy ; this year he likewife mar- 
ried Anne, the daughter of Amadeus and Yolandc 
jof Francje, to Frederic prince of T^ren- 
jtum, the fecond fon of Ferdinand king Sept. i. 
of Naples. The king obliged himfelf by 
the contra6i to give to Frederic in confideration of 
this marriage^ the provinces of Rouffillon and Cei> 
ilagne, provided he could obtain the confent of the 
kingiB of Arragon and Caftile, if not, he engaged to 
inveft him in lands to the value of twelve thoufanjl 
Jivres yearly rent, erected into a county. The king 
of Naples allowed his fon two hundred thouland dii- 
cats, to be laid out in the purchafe of an eftate 
within the kingdom. 

Zurita endeavouring to find out the motives q( 
this alliance pretends, that ]L»ew!s hoped by means pf 
the king of Naples to engage Matthias king of Hun- 
gary to continue the war againfl the emperor, which 
would difable him from fending fupplies to hi« fon 
Maximilian. But there is little reafon to think the 
king had any fuch views, fince at this very time the 
pope had brought about a peace between Matthias 
and Frederic. It is more likely that the king fore- 
feeing his infirmities would carry him x>ff.. before his 
fon was of age, had refolved not to l^ave behiiijd him 
any ground of wars or quarrels. He tnought it 
better to refign Rouffillon and Cerdagne to fome 
L 5 'Cwci^ 
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third pe^fon, than to the king of Arragon, with 
whom he had difputed fo long for thepofleffion of it; 
but tlie king of Arragon would by no means a|ree 
to this fettlement. Ferdinand his fon, king of Caftile, 
.was hot fo 4verfe to the propofal. He was at war 
yith Portugal, and dreaded the diverfion which 
l^rance might make on the fide of Rouflillon. 

Mendoza, ftiled by hiftorians the cardinal of Spain, 
undertook to zQl as mediator between the kings of 
France and Caftile. He made them fenfible that 
Rouffilion was of fmall concernment in compari/bn 
of what was more properly their prefent intercft; 
that they ought to unite, and apply their cares to 
the main chance \ Lewis in maintaining his chim 
to the fucceffion of Burgundy, and Ferdinand in fet- 
tling himfelf upon the throne of Caftile. 

After feveral conferences it was agreed, that the 
king ftiould continue in pofTeftion of the provinces of 
Rouflillon and Cerdagne, until he received payment 
of the two hundred and fifty thoufand crowns, or 
that he fliould himfelf lay down the fame fum, pro- 
vided the kings of Arragon and Caftile confented to 
the ceffion ; that in the mean time a truce (hould be 
concluded for three months, and the king of Arra- 
. gon be comprehended in it. This laft prince ap- 
.peared greatly diffatisfied with the treaty, he re- 
proached his fon with meanly relinquifliing his 
rights, and told him that Lewis was fure to come 
off with advantage in all his negotiations with him. 
Ferdinand intimated to his fether that he only com- 
plied with neceflity, but was determined to feizethe 
firft opportunity of recovering poffeflion of Rouflillon. 
The king of Arragon accepted the truce, which, 
however, was but ill kept. Bac and Callard forti- 
fying themfelves in the caftle of Roquebrune, made 
incurfioas into Rouffilion, Lampourdan, and even 
France itfelf, which made the king fay that he found 
it yfs^s not fufEcient to conclude a peace with the 

king 
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king of Caftile, unlefs he got it likewife figned by 
the kings Bac and Callard* 

The truce was fucceeded by a peace, 
which was figned at St. John de Luz. 0^. 9. 
Lewis engaged not to aid direSly nor 
indire£tly, Alphonfo king of Portugal, John his fon, 
or Jane, whom the Spaniards commonly named la 
Bertrarmey as fuppofing her to be the daughter of 
Bertrand de la Cueva. Ferdinand and Ifabella re- 
nounced the alliance of Maximilian. 

The bi(hop of Lombez, Odet Daidie, and Sou-* 
plainville, after figning the treaty of peace in the king's 
name, were appointed to (ettle with the commiffion- 
ers of Cafiile, the reparation of the damages occa- 
iioncd by the war. Shortly after, (19th of January 
J479) John IL king of Arragon, died at Barcelona 
in the eighty-fecond year of his age, fo extremely 
poor, that his very moveables were fold to pay off 
his domeftlcks, and defray the expences of his fu- 
neral. Eleonora, queen of Navarre, his daughter, 
died three weeks after; leaving Francis Phcebus her 
grandfon, the fon of Magdalen of France, her fob 
neir. Eleonora was perfectly acquainted with th9 
interefts and characters of the princes of her time* 
On her death -bed (he counfelled her grandfon anA 
people, to continue firm in the alliance of France, 
and not to confide in the ting of Caftile her bro- 
ther, whofe fole aim was to get pofleffion of Na- 
varre. It appeared in the fequel, that this her fear 
was but too well founded. 
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J479. "T^T EITHER the concern, which 

^^J^^^9 «I^N ^^^ ^'"S expreffed for the Flo- 
Jpril II. rentines, nor the juftice of 

their caufc, prevented the pope from 
perfevering in his perfecution of them. What gave 
him the greateft uneafmels was the calling of the 
council, which the king demanded. He fentUrbin 
de Fiefque bifhop of ^ejus, to aflure his majefty, 
that he gave up his interefts into his haiids, and re- 
commended to him the honour of the holy fee ; the 
ordinary difcourfe of the pontiff, when he found any 
obftade to his defigns. On the other fide, the 
princes 6f the league in Italy, implored the protec- 
.tion of France, fo that the king (aw himfelf the ar^ 
biter of all thofe, who either dreaded his power, or 
fued for his juftice. His majefty appointed Guy 
d*Ai;pajon vifcount of Lautrec, Anthony deMorlhoa 
de Caftelmarin prefident of the parliament of 
Touloufe, John de Vifins vifcount d'Ambres^ 
Peter de Caraman de fa^onac, Tornieres judge of 
the fenechalcy of Carcaflonne, John de Morlhon 
.advocate of Touloufe, and Compains a notary and 
fecretary of the king, his envoys to pacify the trou- 
bles of Italy, and reprefent to the feveral parties, 
that their diflentions expofed all chriftendom to the 
invafions of the Turk, The embafladors were 
principally charged to prels the pope to come to an 
agreement with the Florentines, and to call a gene- 
>al council, as he was obliged to do by the councils 
of Pifa, Conftance, and Bafil, otherwife to declare 
to him that the king would inhibit all his fubje(9s 
from making proviiions at Rome for benefices or 

dtf^nfa* 
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diTpeniations. The emtaffadors went firft to Milan. 
The prefident de Morlhon, addreffing himfelf to 
the duchefi and the duke her fon» told them, that 
hn majefly confidered their afl^irs as his own, that 
he would either reftore peace to Italy, or declare 
openly againft him that (hould decline it ; that the 
pope and the princes of the league had engaged to 
fubmit to his judgment, and that as to Genoa and 
SaTonna, he knew bow to make good his fovereignty 
over them. 

The duchefs and duke of Milan began their anfwer 
with returning thanks to his majefty for the particu- 
lar care he was pleafed to take of the duchy of Milan. 
ff^e did not begin the war^ added they, and are readf 
tft accept of any hnmrahle peace ^ Wtfear not however 
tur enemies^ Jo long as his majefty Jhall honour us with 
his prote£fion. As we govern our fubjeSfs withjuflicCy 
ibiyfervi us with ajfeSfion ; they refpe^ us, fear us^ 
€tnd love us, 7 he peace had not been broken, but through 
the ambition of the pope and the king of Naples. At thf 
time when we were etfjift'mg theVenetians our allies againft 
ihe Turks, the common enemy of chriftendom, t^epope in^ 
fteadof animating our %eal and fupporting our endeavours^ 
Jtirred up Genoa and Savwma to ot revoU againft us. He 
abufes theftmpliciiy of the Switzers, and promifes them 
heaven, if they make war upon us ; the recompence of 
virtue and peace is made the price of perfecution. At 
the fame time as St. Severin, Ftefque, and Fregofe art 
ravaging our ierrrtories and thofi of Florence ^ the popt 
and Ferdinand acquaint his majefty by their embaffadorsy 
that they will do nothing to difpleafe him \ they ft ek to im^ 
pofe upon his religion, as they cannot pervert htsjuftice. 

The embaffadors going thence to Flo- 
rence had their audience of the prior of Jan. ir» 
:the liberty, the Gonfalonier and feigni- 
ory, in the prefence of the counfellors of the city, 
the embaffadors of the league, Laurence de Medicis^ 
and all the nobility. They repeated very near th^ 
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fame things they bad faid mt Milan, dwelling upon 
the defign the king had toreftore peace to Italy, and 
bring about the reformation of the cburcfa, by de- 
manding the convocation of a general council, which 
was fo much the more neceflary, as there had been 
none called fmce the council of Bafil. 

The prior of the liberty and the Gonfalonier re- 
prefenting the feigniory gave an anfwer, that wasJn 
fubftance the fame with the duke of Milan's, but ex- 
prefied in ftill livelier terms, and fuch as gratitude 
di^tes to the unhappy, who implore the protedion 
of a powerful prince, and yet dare not complain but 
with caution of an enemy as formidable as revengeful 

The embafladors went from Florence to Rome. 
They began with giving up their credentials to car- 
dinal St. Pierre-aux- Liens, whofe advice the king 
had charged them to take, and who introduced them 
the next day to an audience of the pope. 
Jan. 26. The prefident de Morlhon ftill fpeaking, 
afTured the pope, that they were come 
from the king to pay him filial obedience, that his 
majefty had always loved him as his father, and 
wiflied that his Holinefs would love him as his (on. 
Morlhon then demanded a publick audience, which 
was granted for the next day. 

The pope attended by almoft the whole body of 
cardinals received the embafladors with great cere- 
mony. Morlhon knowing how enraged Sixtus was 
againft the family of Medicis and the Florentines, 
was careful not to mention their name in this firft 
audience. He went no farther than to reprefent the 
prefent ftate of Italy, and the dangers which threat- 
ened all chriftendom. He faid, that as the Turk 
had made peace with Ufllim-Caflam and the fultan 
of Egypt, he would doubtlefs turn his arms againft 
the chriftians, and that the divifions which reigned 
in Italy would render it an cafy conqueft to him ; 
that the king thought it his duty to reftore peace 

among 
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among chriftian princes ; that the prefervation of the 
iaith belongs to the popes, and the defence of the 
church to the kings of France. Morlhon, in fpeak- 
ing of the zeal of the princes of France, naturally 
took occafion to extol the fer vices they had done to 
the pope; he added, that the king, having neither 
left virtue nor lefs power than hisanceftors, was re- 
folved to put an end to wars, which were a fcandal 
to the faith, and dangerous to the ftates of chriften- 
dooi ; that the bifliop of Frejus the pope's nuncio, 
the embafladors of Naples, with tho(e of the league 
of Italy, had afTured his majefty that all parties made 
choice of him for the arbitrator of their diflferences. 
Morlhon concluded with conjuring the cardinals to 
ufe their follicitations with the pope^ to engage him 
to (et bounds to his vengeance, and not to caff 
abroad the firebrands of war, who was hirafelf the 
vicar of a God of peace. 

In a private audience the embafladors yan, 31, 
reminded the pope of the friendfliip which 
had always fubfifted between his holinefs and the 
king, -and the pains which his majefty had taken to 
cultivate it. And to draw off Sixtus from the alli- 
ance with Ferdinand king of Naples they added, that 
the king knew, that Ferdinand had made a treaty 
with the Turk ; that Sixtus could not be ignorant 
how unlawful it was for him after fuch a treaty to 
be allied to Ferdinand, and how difreputable to de- 
cline the punifliment due to him ; and that they 
ibould not have addrefled themfelves to him in fuch 
terms as thefe but to fulfil their commiflion. 

Sixtus anfwered, that he loved the king, and 
would do all in his power to preferve his friendfliip ; 
that Ferdinand indeed had received an embafly from 
the Turks, but he did not know, that he had entered 
into any alliarKre with them. Sixtus then, without 
flopping at the points, which were not favourable to 
him, paffed diredlly to what concerned the family of 
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Medicis, and faid be could not imagine tbat the moft 
chriftian king would either tolerate or excufe the 
hanging of an archbilhop and his prieftsy or fufibr 
them to be drawn in effigy in the very habits of 
their dignity, to add fcandal to cruelty i that the 
Florentines, inftead of ihewing the leaft repentance 
for their outrages, confecrated them hy monuments, 
and put up pidures of thofe executions in the palace 
of Florence; tbat notwithftanding he confented, 
out of refpefl to the king, to hear the propofals 
they (hould make him, provided they were not in" 
confiftent with the honour of the holy fee. 

Though it was by no means difficult to juftify the 
execution of the archbifliop of Pifa and the priefts, 
who had themfelves diflionoured their chara^er by 
their crimes, the embaiTadors cfaofe not to exafperate 
the pope by infixing upon that article, ^hey re- 
plied, that the treaty of Ferdinand with the Turk 
was publickly notorious^ that the king would be 
very careful to maintain the honour of the holy 
fee and the rights of the church, which had ever 
been dear to htm ; but that if they went on to de* 
ftroy the feigniory of Florence, to fupport the revolt 
of Genoa and Savonna, to deprive his kinfmen and 
allies of their juft pretcnfions, and himfelf of the 
homage which was due to him from thofe two cities, 
he knew how to procure for himfelf that juftice, 
which they denied him. 

The embaiTadors kept to the fame language in the 
vifits they made to the cardinals, and fcrupled not 
to fay, that if the pope continued to liften only to 
his paffions, they ought to oppofe it, or otherwifc 
both Italy and the chriftian religion itfelf would be 
expofed to the utmoft danger. They laftly declared 
openly, that his majefty notwithftanding his refped 
for the holy fee would not give up one tittle of his 
pretenfions. 

In the mean time> Sixtus came to no detcrmina- 

tioo» 
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tioo. He openly difavowed what the bifliop of 
Frejus had dope in the affair of the arbitration af- 
figned to the king. This prelate was interrogated 
by him in the prefence of the embafladors, and up- 
on his confeffion, that his holinefs having told him 
he was deilrous of peace, he had taken upon him- 
felf to add, that he made choice of the king as an 
arbitrator, tho' he had not been exprefsly bid to do 
it ; Sixtus in a violent paffion ordered him to quit 
the room, took from him his office of referendary, 
and charged him never to appear before him again. 
This difgrace of the bifliop of Frejus fo intimidated 
the cardinals, that they prefumed not to oppofe the 
pope, or expofe themfelves to his rage and refentment. 

The em baffadors having received frefh 
inftrudlions, reprefented to the pope, Feb. 5. 
that feveral of his predeceffors had not 
fcrupled to entruft their concerns in the hands of 
the kings of France ; that this method had ufually 
bi«n the fecureft means of maintaining or redoring 
the peace of the church ; and that to terminate all 
diflSsrences, they had orders to pr^pofe the following 
conditions : 

Laurin€£ of Medicisy and the feigniory ef Florence^ 
Jhall ajk pardon of the pope for having caufed the arch'* 
hifhop of Pifa and the priejts to be hanged by their own 
autborttyy without having prfi degraded them. 

The pope ftkill give them abfolution in the accujiomed 
form by a proxy ^ and in the prefence of a Ugatt^ whom 
Us boUmfsJhaUfindto Florence for thispurpofe. 

Ihey fhall take down from tSe palace all the p£lures 
reprejentifog tbofe executions. 

nereJhaUbefaid every year afervice of Requiem^ 
for the fouls rfthofe that were executed, 

the Florentines Jhall fwear to remciin perpetual faitb^ 
ful to the churchy niver to form any attempt againjl iht 
liberties and immunities of the clergy ^ nor againjl the 
rights and authority of tlje holy fee* 
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The mo ft itluftrious league Jhall promife the fame things 
neither Jhall either of them give any difturbance to the 
fiates of the churchy to thofe of king Ferdinand^ of count 
Jerome de la Rovere^ or of any other ^ whom the pope 
Jhall pUafe to nominate. 

The fo^jereign pontiffs king Ferdinand^ count Jerome^ 
and all their allies^ Jhall in like manner fwear to be at 
peace with the league^ the Florentines^ and the magnifi" 
cent Laurence de Medicis, and Jhall all join agcmji the 
Turk^ for the fecurity of their dominions. 

Peace being thus made^ they Jhall all turn their arms 
againft the Turky fupply and maintain what troops they 
cany for the time that Jhall be judged lieceffary ; ani 
when this is done^ the pope Jhall reflore to the Florentines 
what has been taken from them^ and give them abfobition. 

His hoUnefs is dejired to confider^ that the Flarentmes 
are not the aggrefforsy and that if they have done any thing 
contrary to the J acred canonsy the blame Jhould be charged 
upon thofe who made thefirjl attack. 

And ftill they menaced the pope, that in cafe he 
rejefted the peace, they would caD a council in 
France, whither the kings of Spain and Scotlandi 
the duke of Savoy, all the allies of the crown, the 
princes and dates of the league in Italy would fend 
their deputies. 

Sixtus feeing himfelf thus warmly prefled by the 
king, fought to fupport himfelf by the affiftance of 
the emperor and Maximilian, and de- 
Feb. 15. fired their embafladors to be prefent at 
the audience he was to gire to the em- 
bafladors of France. The latter having fummarily 
repeated their propoials, the archbifhop of Strigonia 
began to fpeak, and faid, that the emperor his ma- 
iler had been informed that they attacked the honour 
of the holy fee, that they blamed the pope, and were 
forming great defigns againft him, but that he 
would oppofe them with all his forces ; that he pi- 
tied the Florentines^ and begged of the pope to treat 

tbeioi 
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them with compaflioh, but that he thought his con- 
duct unexceptionable ; that he tikewife defired the 
peace of Italy, and that all chriftian princes would 
join to repel the Turk ; that he knew not why they 
talked of calling a council, which was by no means 
neceiTary ; and that he would employ all his forces 
to defend the honour and authority of the holy fee. 

The embaflador of Maximilian attempting to fe- 
cond what the archbi(hop had advanced, began his 
difcourfe with thefe words, 7%e duke of Burgundy 
mymafter. But Morlhon interrupted him, and faid, 
that Maximilian was neither duke of Burgundy de 
faSfo nor dejnrey and that this title belonged only to 
the king. 

If all chrlftian princes^ added Morlhon, are obliged 
to defend religion^ the churchy and the pope^s authority ^ 
no body has a greater right to do it than the king ; *tis a 
right acquired by too mary fervices done both by him and 
his predeceffors to this very day^ to be difputed him by any 
me ; that the calling of a council was only propofed^ in 
cafe the pope refufed to reft ore peace to the church j which 
if he continued to refufe^ the king would be obliged to call 
me ; and that if the emperor and Maximilian would 
not fend their deputies thither y they would affemble it 
without them. 

Sixtus anfwered the Memorial of the embaiTadors 
in writing ; TUmt he earneftly defired peace^ but that 
the facired college ab Mutely refufed to accept of the kin^s 
arbitration *y that the exceffes of the Medicis^s and their 
accomplices were of fitch a nature^ that they could neither 
be confeffed nor abfolved by proxy ; that it was neceffary 
for Laurence de Medicis^ the prior of the liberty ^ the 
Gonfalonier y and ten deputies to come in perfon to afk 
tardon ; that the Florentines fl>ould found a chapel with 
^^0 priefii^ whojhould every day fay mafsfor the repofe 
ofthearchbiJhopofPifa*sfouly that they would confider 



bf the ficUrities requifite to be taken in the affair of the 
OiUh' of fidelity To ie injoinedibe Florentines^ as alfo tftfe^ 
1 launti 
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htUn to the confederacy they propofeii that it would h 
.cdvtfeable Jor the king to declare what fupplies he would 
bimjelf engage to make in the union to be formed againfi 
the Turk ; that before rejlitution was made to the Floren- 
tines of what had been taken from them^ it would be 
proper for them to defray the expences of the war ; and 
that in order to fettle tins article^ it would be necejfarj 
to wait the arrival of the embajpidors of the league. 

In the mean time, the pope's troops laid wafte the 
country J nothing was to be heard of but fire and 
flaughter \ the labourers fled and deferted their til- 
lage ; fo that famine was upon the point of fucceed- 
ing immediately to all the horrors of war. And 
when complaints were carried of it to the pope, he 
was fo cruel as to fay, that it was only by fuch me- 
thods that he could reduce the Florentines. 

In anfwer to this barbarous reply, which bordered 
upon phrenzy, they told him, that if he perfifted in 
thofe fentiments, all the princes would for fake him, 
and that he would then fee how he could carry on 
the war, and keep the people of Rome in obedience. 

The pretcnfions of Sixtus encreafed every day 
with his pafHons; hepropofed new articles ftillmore 
fcvere than the former, and infilled that all the 
world fhould fubmit to his laws, which were dila- 
ted by fu ry . The embafladors told htm, 
Mar, 31. that if in eight days time he did not lay 
down his arms, and recall his cenfures, 
they would retire. They repeated to him all the 
reafons they had already urged, and added, that all 
Europe was as much fcandalized with his Gj[>ftinacy, 
as offended at his injuftice. Sixtus faw himfelf at 
At 7 lA '*^ obliged to recall hi^ cenfures^ and 
^^ ^' agree to a fufpenfion of ^rms. 

Not long after there arri^cl an embafly from 
Genoa, to ps^y obedience to the pope. The embaf* 
,£idors of France immediately went to him, and toU 
him he could not be ignorant^ that the king was 
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fovereign of Genoa and Savonna ; that the Genoefe 
could not pay obedience to his holinefs, nor could he 
receive their embaiTadors without ownit^ them to 
be independent, which in reality they were not. 
Sixtus ahfwered, that he had no intention to do any 
thing to the king's prejudice, but that he could not 
avoid hearing the embafTadors of Genoa ; that be 
received only their obeifance for their fpiritualities, 
and that, the king's miniders might be prefent the 
next day at the audience he (hould give the Genoefe^ 
and make their proteftations. 

The embajflTadors of Genoa appeared in the con- 
fiftory, and prefented their credential ligned by 
John-Baptifte Campo-Fregofe duke of Genoa fy 
the grace ofGody made their harangue, and returned 
their thanks to the pope, that by his affiftance and 
the aid of the king of Naples they were reftored to 
their afttient liberty. 

Morlhon attempting to fpeak, the pope injoined 
him filence, received the obeifance of Campo-Fre- 
gofe as duke of Genoa, caufed it to be entered upon 
record, and then told Morlhon that he might fpeak. 

Morlhon protefted againft every thing that had 
been done, and declared that he could in no wife 
sicknowledge the pope's jurifdidion in this aiFair, 
which belonged onlv to the king, as the fole and 
lawful fovereign of Genoa and Savonna i that it 
was not sdlowed to MeffireBapti/iey fo Morlhon 
called Fregofe, to afTume the title of duke by the 
* grace of God, and much lefs to pay obeifance to 
the pope; that he fcrupled not to tell his holmefs, 
that he had been to blame to interrMpt him, and 
ftill'more fo to receive the homage of Genoa, and 
that the only reparation he could make was by a 
retraction. Morlhon then ftraight addrefTed him- 
felf to the Genoefe, and charged them to declare 
whether they acknowledged themfelye^ .to be the 
Icing's fubjeas ox not. The pop^ ^xit>N^\\Tv'^ Sa^ 
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them, told him, that he did not claim to be the tern* 
poral lord of Genoa, and that he received their bo- 
mage without prejudice to the king's pretenfions. 

TTie pope's notaries, and John Compain the 
king's fecretary, drew up on each fide a verbal re- 
port of what had pafTed. And great warmth was 
expreffed upon the occafion. The emperor's em- 
baflador, as minding to have a fliare in the conteft, 
fa id, that the title of moft chriftian mpre properly 
belonged to his mafter than the king, as the; emperor 
prote£ted the pope and the church, whereas the 
king fupported a league againft them both. The 
king's minifters replied with refolution; but thefe 
difputes neither tended to the eftablilhment of pe^ce, 
nor cleared up the queftion. 

Some days after the embafladors of England came 
to Rome, and joined with thofe of France. Thcfe 
minifters boldly declared, that their mafters were 
abfolutely refolved to put an end to the wars of 
Italy, and that the pope muft determine whether 
he would accept of their arbitration or no, as the 
princes of the league had already done. 
May 31. Upon that the pope held another con* 
fiftory, to which he invited the erabaf- 
fadors of France, England, the league, and aU the 
foreign minifters in general. He ordered a loiig 
difcourfe to be read to them, which by feeriiing to 
difcufs the queftion, ferved only to make it mpre 
intricate and embarrafled. The embafladors of 
France and Englaiid, tired out with fo many delajj, 
declared their powers were expired ; and the embaf- 
fador of Venice, that he had orders to retire. TTie 
pope, having no longer any other part to take,.fub- 
mitted at laft to the arbitration 6f the two kings. 

The embafladors before their departure Were prc- 
fent at the adminiftration of the oath taken by the 
cardinal of S. Pierre-aux-,Liens for the bi(hoprici: of 
Mande^ and by Galeas de la Rovere for that of 
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Agen. They both fwore to be good and loyal to 
the king againft all perfons whatfoever ; to keep fe- 
cret whatever paiTed in the councils to which they 
fliould be called ; and to reveal to him whatever 
might be injurious to him and his crovim. 

Laurence de Medicis judging that the pope would 
make nofcruple to break an engagement, into which 
he had been drawn with fomuch difficulty, thought 
Droper to apply himfelf dire£Uy to Ferdinand king of 
Naples. This prince was touched with the confi- 
dence placed in him by de Medicis, and made peace 
with him. Sixtus was fo much difpleafed with it, 
that he foon after quarrelled with Ferdinand. The 
interefts of the princes of Italy then changing face, 
the king applied himfelf to the making up of peace 
between the duke of Milan and the Switzers, that 
he might have nothing to employ , himfelf upon but 
Jiis own affairs. 

His principal care was to cultiv2ite the friendfliip 
of the king of England, and to prevent his being 
gained by the follicitations of the duchefs dowager 
of Burgundy. As he paid no great regard to forma* 
lities, when it was of ufe to him to lay them afide, 
lie ordered the chancellor Doriole, though excufed 
by his place from making any vifit, to vint the em« 
baflador of England, and try if he could get out of 
him the fecret of his inftruAions. The chancellor 
managed the embaflador fo well, that he 
engaged his mafter to fign the prolonga- Fgt. 15. 
tion of the truce for an hundread years 
after the death of both the kings. 

. After the treaty made with England, the king 
being lefs fearful of any enemy he might have, re- 
formed * ten companies of folaiers. Several of thofe 

who 

* Thefc were thofe of Dammartin, Brigucbcc, la 
Tremouillc, Mouy, Doriole, Rnfec de Balzac, Guerin 
le Graing, Robinet du Qaefnoy, Buffet, and Poyfi^n 
called le Poalailler. 
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who commanded them were dirzraced, at the fame 
time as they were reformed. Balzac was profecuted, 
and the king was fo much prejudiced againft him, 
that he wrote a note to the chancellor in the follow- 
ing terms ; fee that you do juftice thoroughly^ that I 
may have no reafon to he dijfatufied\ for it belongs t$ 
you to do juftice. Notwithftanding this prejudice, 
Balzac muft furely have been innocent, as he was 
acquitted. Doriole and his lieutenant were con- 
vi<^ed of a defign to have pafled into the fervice of 
Maximilian, and condemned to lofe their hezds. 
Their bodies were quartered, and their Quarters fct 
up at Bethune, Arras, and in the principal towns 
of Picardy. 

Dammartin was treated with diftin£tion ; the 
king wrote to him upon the reform, and* continued 
his penflons, which amounted to above five and 
twenty-thoufand livres. The king employed the 
funds of thefe companies in raiftng a body of Swit- 
eers. And from this time it was that they entered 
into the fervice of France. 

The mutual difltMft of^iTie king and Maximilian 
foretold an approaching rupture. Cambray feemed 
of fo much importance to both parties, that the 
garifon was by agreement to confift of equal num- 
bers on both fides ; but notwithftanding Boflu and 
Hautbourdin furprifed that place. The 
. Apr. 28. truce being broken, BofTu and Harchies, 
Raveftein and John de Luxembourg took 
the field, and made themfelves maflers of Creve- 
coeur, Oifi, Honnecourt and Bouchain. Eighteen 
Frenchmen threw themfelves into the cafUe of the 
lafl: place and defended it for three hours againft a 
whole army ; but feven of them being flain, the 
reft were taken, and executed, without any regard 
had vto their extraordinary courage, which deferved 
a better fate. 

De$ 
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Des Querdes and Gie, who commanded for the 
king in that canton, got together about eight hun- 
dred lances, and recovered moft of the places, which 
bad been feized by the enemy. 

The king C^nt an herald to the duke and duchefs 
of Auftria to complain of the infraftion of tKe truce^ 
and at the fame time fent a powerful army into Bur- 
gundy pnder the command of Charles de Chaumont. 

Maximilian appeared to have a defign upon Dijon ; 
but Chaumont defeated that proje£t by feizing upon 
all the caftles in the neighbourhood, and laid fiege 
to Dole.. This was a notable cnterprize ; the ad- 
vantageous fituation of the place, and the honour it 
had already enjoyed of caufing a French army to 
raife a fiege, ferved only to animate Chaumont. 
He battered the town very furioufly with his artil- 
lery, the attack and the defeat were equally brisk, 
and the fallies frequent and bloody. 

The French having been repulfcd in an attacl^ 
the fuccefs of the fiege became, very uncertain ; but 
a part of thegarifbn confifting of foreigners, fufFercd 
themfelves to be corrupted: The French taking ad- 
vantage of a fally, entered- the place as they purfiied 
the befieged. Immediately they cn^ vi&ory, kill 
the guards, and put the city to hre and fword; 
Moft of the inhabitants diqd fword in hand, and 
fuch as efcajped the maffacre Were djfperfed. ,' " \ 
• The confternatiori fpread through thb whole pro- 
vince, Auxonne furrendered upon condition^: that 
ail who plealed, whether foldi^j's or citizens, might 
depart with their efFe'fts, without beihg obliged to 
go over to the other n&e 5 that fiich as were left in 
the town (hould preferve their fubftance, and enjoy 
the fime' privileges they did before they fell undfr 
the king's obedience. Chaumont fWoi'e ' 
to theobfervation of all the articles of the [^unt 6. 
capitulation, and Ferry de Clugny took ■ ^ 
an oath in the name of the inhabitants, that they 
Vol. II. M >«vi>cJv\ 
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would fiiithfuUy ferve the king againft all othen 
whatfoever, and particularly againft the duke and 
duchefs of Auftria. 

The inhabitants of Beran9on furrendered to the 
king upon the fame conditions as they had done 
to the laft dukes of Burgundy, faying that they 
made an aflbciation with him as count of Franche- 
Comte. The governor for the king was to have 
the abfolute difpoikion of all that related to was 
^nd th& execution of juftice ; the revenues and 
profitable duties were to be divided between the 

king and the community. The treaty 
July 8. figned by Chaumont was ratified by the 

king at Nemours. All the places in the 
province followed their example, in fo much that 
the valour and wifdom of Chaumont made the king 
mafler of Franche-comte in a fingle campaign. 

The king defirous of making a good u(e of the 
difpofitions of his new fubjefts, came to Dijon, 
fwore to maintain all the privileges of the city, and 
confirmed tbofe of the church of Mdcon, and of 
feveral others. ' 

The French did not fuccced fo weft in 
yuTU 15. the Low-Countries. They attempted to 

furprife Douay ; but a deferter having 
given' the alarm in the town, they immiediately put 
themfelves upon their guard, fired upon them, and 
pblrged them to retire. . . 
^ The count: of Chimay was more fuccefsful than 
the I^rench in the aMempt he made upon Verton. 
The garifon of that place made continual excurfions 
into Luxembourg, and laid the whole province un- 
der contribution. Chimay laid fiege to Verton at 
the head'of an army of ip^oco men, and prefled the 
fiege fo vigorftiifly, .thai the garifon fearing to be 
carriedi'by ftorm, furrendered upon the fole condi- 
tion of marching out with a ^hiiejlaffin their hands^ 

withour 
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without carrying any thing off. Chimay fecurcd 
the conqueft of Verton by that of feveral caftles. 

On the other fide, Maximilian affem- 
bled an army under S. Omers, of eight J^fy* 

and twenty thoufand men, and invefted 
Terrouenne. Upon this news des Quierdes decamped 
from Blangis, and advanced into the field. Upon 
the approach of the French, Maximilian changed 
the order of his army, which was divided into feve- 
ral bodies. Des Querdes perceiving this motion, 
thought that the enemy was flying, and marched to 
attack them. The young Salazar, raih, but excel- 
lent at any fudden attempt, marching into the field 
furprifcd a party of the French, and defeated them. 
This fmall advantage brought on the battle. The 
troops of Maximilian required their ofEcers to lead 
them on to the engagement. 

The French were pofted on the mountain of En- 
guln, oppofite to that of Guinegate, where the e- 
nemy lay. The French army confifted of eighteen 
hundred lances and four thoufand franc- archers. 
The enemy had far lefs cavalry, but were much fu- 
pcrior in their foot, and their numbers were pretty 
nearly equal. 

Maximilian refting upon the mountain of Guine- 
gate placed five hundred Engliifa archers in the front 
of his army, fupported by three thoufandGerman ar- 
chers or arquebufiers lined with artillery, and threw 
his horfe into the wings. 

The battle began about two o'clock. The French 
gend-armes attacked the enemy's horfe. The en- 
counter was extremely fierce j and they long fought 
with ^equal advantage ; but the Flemifli horfe, be- 
ing pumed beyond the foot, gave way and were 
foon put to flight. Des Querdes and Torcy pur* 
fued them to the fofl!e$ of Aire, and committed an 
irreparable fault in carrying with them the horfe^ 
in which the ftrength of their army confiAedl TV\^ 
M 2 ^i^vysii 



\ 
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French archers taking this firft advantage for the 
viftory, threw themfelves upon the baggage, and fell 
to plundering inftead of fighting. The count de 
Romont taking advantage of this diforder, fell upojt 
the archers and put them to flight.^ Naffau at ^ 
fame inftant charged the French horfe, wh^ 
dilbanded in purfuing the Flemifli gend-armes. 
French being once divided, rallied only by pelo 
they fought always bravely ; but their whole 
ferved only to difpute a viSory, which tht 
thro* their own fault, and which their t 
could not fay they had gained. Tbey paff 
night indeed upon the field of battle, but th. 
^11 the advantage they gained by the labour o: 
day ; they were obliged to abandon the fiegc 
could never attempt any thing more of confeq 
'during the reft of the campaign. They loft fr 
officers of diftinSion, fuch as the grand bail^ 
Bruges, the fon of Cornelius baftard of Burgt 
d'Haluin, des Cornets, Abacieres, Lormont f 
Molefoncourt. The counts of Romont and d 
ignv were wounded. Ligne, Olivier de Croy-» 
de Frene, Barlette, la Marches la Gruthiifc 
Tilloy, Quefnoy, Vifinal, and Grandinet, 
taken prifoners. The French loft no officers ot 
tlnftion, except Wafte de Montpedon, and B! 
le Beauvoifien. 

' The king underwent great difquietudes upo: 
firft news he had of this aftion. His natural dl 
made him believe, that they did not acquaint 
with the lofe. He was ufed to fay, that he took 
his fubjc'iis money from them only to fpare their 
blood, and that he did not love to hazard a battle* 
He even never attacked a place-, *til[ after he bd 
tryed to gain the governor by prafents ; and when 
ht found hi fti avaritious, he foon triumphed over it 
bv ptbdigality, 
/ ' Amelgardus, 
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' Amelgardus, a contemporary writer and violent 
memy to Lewis XL fays that both fides claimed 
^he vidory, and that the French, after having got 
tj loH it only thro' their avarice. 

"When the king was better informed of what ' 
^^d pafTcd in the adlion, he difpatched meilengers 
jarters to allay the fears which his ownunea- 
id raifcd. And as he knew, that the lofs of 
:le was entirely owing to the greed inefs of his. 
I making prifoners, to gain by their ranfom» 
.ircd that they {hould all be added to the ge- 
ooty, and fent a letter to S. Pierre the grand 
al upon this head, in the following terms ; 
V grand Jenechal^ I beg you would let * M, de 
We knmj^ that I will he ferved to my own profit , 
with avaritious views. So long as the war lajlsy 
he prifiners be thrown into the general booty ^ and 
' ivhrn you Jhallfind capable of doing me dijjer^ 

Jt-fire they may not he given up / will have 

ivn into the hooty^ for by this means the captains 
d the hulk of the prtf oners will bring them in hut 
; this is what I require^ that another time they 
I ali^ and take no more prifonerSy nor horfes^ nor 
nor we ever lofe the battle, I beg of you ^ my 
M. U grand finechaly fpeak to all the captains by 
£tei, and fee tfjat the thing he done as 1 require 
Bid M. de S. Andre make not the leafi oppojition^ 
u the firjl inftance of dif obedience I have ever had 

m officer 1 will foon take his bead from 

[JhQuld^rs ', bi4t I believe he will not contradiSf 

The 

* A lieutenant in the duke of Bourbon's company. 

•\ To underlland the motives of this letter, it will be 
neceflary to know, that the ranfoms of prifoners being 
antiently given to thofe who had taken them, the eager- 
ncfs of t^ing them was greater than that of fighting. 
Lewis XI. by ordering thefe ranfoms to be thrown into 
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The lofs of the viftory of Guinegate was amply 
made up to France by the fuccefs of "» vice-admiral 
Coulon, who having encountered the Dutch fleet 
confifting of fourfcore veflelsas they were returning 
home from the Baltick fea and the herring-fiftery, 
took it and carried it into the ports of Normandy. 
This capture threw all Holland into a confterna- 
tion. 

Maximilian having recruited his army, fet out 
from Aire at the head of five and twenty thoufand 
foot and one thoufand horfe, and attacked the caffle 
of Malanoy defended by Remondd'Oflaigne fuf- 
named the cadet Remonnet, and an hundred and 
fixty refolute Gafcons. This handful of men ftop'd 
the progrcft of Maximilian's army for three days. 
They were at laft carryed by ftorm, and moftof 
them flain with their arms in their hands. Re- 
monnet furrendering upon aflurances given hiiDi 
that he fhould be treated as a prifbner Of war, wat 
haneed. 

The king, refolved to take vengeance in an ex- 
eipplary manner for the execution of Remonnet, 
ordered feveral prifoncrs of diftinftion to be marked 
out and hanged. Triftan THermite provoft of the 
army caufed feven to be hanged upon the fpot, where 
Remonnet had been executed. Ten were hanged 
before Douay, ten before S. Omers, ten before Liflc, 
and ten before Arras. Among thefe unhappy per- 
fons was a fon of the king of Poland, who was go- 
ing to be executed, when there came a courier from 
the king to fave his life. His majefty, to compleat 
his vengeance, ordered his troops to march along the 
Lis towards the county of Guine, with orders to 
put all to ^re and fword. They took feventeen 

places, 

the general booty, and divided in common, made hjs 
foldiers lefs follicitous about taking prifoncrs, than when 
tAe/ were ailigncd to each private man's account. 
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places^ which were all of them almoft entirely re- 
duced to aihes. 

The feries and chain of events, which paiTed thl^ 
l^ear in the Low-Countries and the two Burgundies^ 
has not allowed me to mention the proje^ which 
the king had formed, and would have fully execu- 
ted » if the truce had been as faithfully kept, a^ h% 
expected. 

He ordered a colledion to be made of all the laws 
and cuftoms, whether French or foreign, in order 
to form from them one fettled and uniform code for 
the whole kingdom. By this means he intended tp 
cut fhort all law-fults, to prevent any wranglings 
arifing from a divcrflty of interpretations, and to 
have but one law, one weight, and one meafur^. 
There is no perfon, except thofe who fubfift by our 
errors and abufes, but muft lament that fuch a pro- 
jt& ihould ftill remain unexecuted* * Lewis made 
alfo this year a very dtfcreet regulation concerninjg 
the watch and ward of cafUes. Private lords abufed 
a fuppofed right to vex their vaf&ls i they made 
them quit their occupations and employments, or 
^ obliged them to excufe themfelves from watching 
by a pecuniary mul(Sl ; and they required the largeft 
fums from thofe who were mod neceflary to their 
profeffion, and confeqqendy to tbe ftate. The king 
guarding fuch places by his troops, as were of con- 
.^quence to tl>e fecurity of the kingdom, judged it 
ufelefs, and perhaps aangerous, for particular lords 
to guard their own caftles; that this privilege, 
which pdffibly might have formerly been of fervice, 
was now no more than an occafion of revolt, and a 
pretext for vexation ; and that in the prefent go- 
vernment it ought to ceafe with the neceffity, that 
had given rife to it. It was ordered, that in all 
M 4 placqs, 

* An imiformity of laws would <;ertainly be very ad- 
vantageous ; but *tit faidy that a diverfity of meafures is 
favourable tp trade. 
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places, which were not frontier, thofc who were 
fubjeS to watch and ward (bould be excufed from 
it by paying yearly five fols. The' people by this 
means found themfelv'es delivered from a multitude 
of private tyrants, whofe authority was fo much the 
more fevere, as it was frequently ufurped. 

In commending Lewis XI. for fecuring his law- 
ful authority, I cannot but own that he fometimes 
carried it too far. He caufed informations to be 
exhibited againft the diike of Bourbon's officers for 
feveral proceedings, whereof they were accufed by 
^^bne Doyac, a vaffal of the duke's, and his declared 
enemy. The memorial prefented againft this prince 
charges him with fortifying his places, maintaining 
troops, altering the coin, preventing appeals from 
his own to the king's courts, and putting to death 
lieveral pcrfons. The king ordered the matter to 
be inquired into ; but what (hewed more paffion 
than juftice, t)oyac himfelf was one of the com- 
miflioners appointed for the enquiry. The duke of 
Bourbon's chancellor appeared before the parliament, 
proved that his mafter had done nothing but what 
was right, and overturned all the calumnies of his 
accufcTs. After a long fuit the duke's officers were 
acquitted. 

In the mean time Ferdinand having made peace 
with France, queen Ifiikella took a journey to Alcan- 
tara, to vifit her aunt Donna Beatrix, the mother 
to the queen of Portugal. It was at firft expeftcd, 
that an accommodation between the crowns of 
Caftille and Portugal would have been the fruit of 
this interview ; but the conferences were without 
cffe(ft. The war was revived with greater fury 
than ever. The Portuguefe, upon lofing the battle 
of Albufeiraand feveral important places, 
Sept, 4. were obliged to make peace. The king 
of Portugal and Jane his mother, re- 
nounced 
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nounced the crown of Caftile, and Ferdinand the 
title of king of Portugal. 

Zurita is miftaken, when he fays, that the peace 
between Portugal and Spain was concluded in the 
interview between Ifabella and Donna Beatrix ; it 
was not made till eight months after. He is again 
miftaken, when he fays, that arbitrators were then 
agreed upon to decide the differences between France 
and Spain. This was done the year before, nor had 
the king then any minifter in Spain: 

About this time the duke of Albany, brother to 
James III. king of Scotland, having efcaped out of 
the prifon where the king his brother kept him con- 
fined, came to Paris. Six months before there 
came embaffadors from Scotland to treat of a mar- 
riage for the duke of Albany. This is all we know 
of it ; though it is believed to have been with Anne 
de la Tour, the daughter of Bertrand de la Tour, 
and Louife de la Tremoiiille. The hiftorian of the 
univerfity might poffibly hence be miftaken in 
fpeaking of the embaffadors of Sweden, before whom 
the univerfity marched in proceffion. I do not find 
there was any embaffy from Sweden this year ; and 
perhaps for SueciiC we ought to read Scotia, 

The king paid the duke of Albany all pofEble 
honours, but refufed him the aid he den>anded 
againft the perfecution of his brother. Edward fup- 
plied him with an army under the command of the 
duke of Gloucefter. The duke of Albany returned 
into Scotland, was received in Edinburg, and could 
have dethroned his brother, if his generolity had not 
been fuperior to his refentment. The king of Scot- 
land more offended at his virtue, than afi^Aed with 
it, could not forgive his brother the fright he had 
thrown him into. The duke of Albany finding 
himfelf obliged either to renew the war, or be per- 
petually cxpofed to perfecution, came over again in-t 
to France to be out of the way of it. 

M 5 ' K^\5t^. 
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After the battle of Guinegate, the reft of the year 
was fpent in negotiations. Lewis at the beginning 
of the year had fent Blanchefort the marefchal of bis 
houfbokl into Provence, to engage king Reignier, 
to give up to him the Barrois, Anjou, and the other 
territories, for which he could treat. The king to 
prevail upon him, demanded of him the portion of 
Mary of Anjou, the reimburfemcnt of feveral ccn- 
iiderable fums which the duke of Calabria had re- 
ceived, and the ranfom of queen Margaret. He 
made in (hort fo many pretentions, that Reignier 
confented to give up to his majefty the town and 
provofiibip ef Bar-le-Duc with this claufe j lyway 
of renting and for fix years^ according to the afpomt- 
ments made hy the btjhop of Marfeilles, and Honorat dt 
Bere. Reignier difpatched la Jaille his chamberlain 
to fettle this affair. And the king ordered Bourne! 
his mafter of the houfhold, andMontmirel clerk of 
the accounts, to take pofTefTion of the duchy of Bar. 
Reignier held this duchy of the cardinal of Bar, who 
had ufurped it from Robert de Bar his nephew. 

The friendfhip which the king had always hadfor 
the houfe of Savoy, farther engaged him to. take 
duke Philbert under his proteflion, who at the time 
of his mother's death Yolande of France was not 
quite fourteen years old. The young duke's uncles 
all equally pretended to the regency and guardian- 
ihip, concerning which, the flatcs were determined 
to decide. The king difpatched the count of Dunois, 
the duke's uncle by his wife, with Frederick prince 
of Tarentum, and Commines> who conduced Phil- 
bert into Dauphine *. 

Notwith- 

* Guichenon the hiftorian of Savoy, an author other- 
wife very exad, feems not to Lave known of this journey. 
But we fee by the accounts of Denis Bidaut, that Phiibcrt 
came inio Dauphine, to Bourges, and to Tours, from 
whence he was conveyed back to C^mberri 'by Lewis 
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Notwithftanding the folemn engagements, which 
the duke of Britany had entered into with Lewis XL 
he ftitl kept up a correfpondence with Edward, and 
offered him to give his daughter in marriage to the 
prince of V^'ales. The king laid before the duke 
his treaties, his letters and his oaths, and let him 
know that he could not be unacquainted with his 
majefly's being at war with Maximilian ; that when 
France was attacked, all her vaflals were bound to 
affift hei^i and that himfelf the duke of Britany be- 
ing a prmce of the blood was obliged to it by his 
quality, Jiis rank, and his treaties. 

The duke not feeming difpofed to fulfil his en- 
gagements, the king refolved to give him fome di- 
fturbance. He purchafcd of John de Brofle and 
Nicola de Chatillon or Britany, the claim they had 
to this * duchv. Nicola was the great grand-daugh- 
ter and heireis of Jane the cripple, who had fo cou- 
ragioufly difputed Britany with her unde John de 
Montfort. The duke knowing that fuch preten- 
fions, having fome foundation in themfelves, be- 
come ftill more efFeSive in the hands of a powerful 
prince, entered into a league offenfive and defenfive 
tvith the duke andduchefs of Auftria, and with Ed- 
ward. 

Lewis finding that it was of no ufe to put princes 
in mind of their engagement by treaties, which were 

never 

d*Amboife, bilhop of Alby. Philip de Commihcs like* 
wife makes no mention of this journey, but fpeaki only 
of that, which was taken in 1482. ■ .^, . 

• For the fum of 500,000 litres, whereof 35,000 were 
paid to John count of Nevers^ duke of Brabant, for what 
was left unpaid (^ the portion of the late Paple de BrofTe 
his fecond wife, and the other 1 5000 to Ifabd de la Tour 
the wife of Albret lord of Orvsu. This affair was tnifi-" 
fiided on the 12th Of Dec. 1479, ^^ ^^^ ^' fi^d tiO 
the 2d of Jan. following, iy this means John de Bro^ 
and Nicola his wife loft the barony of Penthievre^ whick 
was n&ver rdlored cither to them 01 \^\x ^^S5;«(v^vd&». 
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never interpreted but according to their own intcreft 
frequently mifunderftood, chofc rather to feem ig- 
norant of this treaty, than to complain of it. He 
cbmpleted the payment of queen Margaret's ranfom, 
continued to. pay Edward's penfion, and fent Guyot 
de «Chefnay h\s Maitre-de Hotels into England, with 
Gamier mafter of the requefts and mayor of Poitiers, 
under the pretext of fettling the dowry of the prin- 
cefs Elizabeth, who was to marry the dauphin. 
The Englifh demanded fourfcore thoufand livres i 
the king conftantly offered a much lefs fum, as 
' having no defign to bring the affair to a concluiion, 
but feeking only to gain time and negotiate every 
where. 

He difpatched minifters to every one of the Swifs 
cantons, to raife forces, and to prevent his enemies 
from doing the fame. On the other fide he heark- 
ened to the propofiti6ns, which the Genoefc made 
him by He£ior de Fiefque count of Lomaigne. 

At the fame time Perceval de Dreux his majefty*8 
chamberlain, and Peter Francberge mafler of the 
requefls, were at Metz to confer with the deputies 
of Catherine de Gueldres, the bifhop of Munfter 
and .the county of Zutphen. Thefe deputies firft 
demanded that the young duke of Guelderland and 
his fifter fliould be fctat liberty, whom the late duke 
Charles had carried with him, when he made him- 
felf mafter of the duchy of Guelderland and county 
of Zutphen, and whom Maximilian flill kept pri- 
foners. 

The king required, that Catherine de Gueldres^ 
the bifliop of Munfter, and the ftates of Zutphen, 
lhoul8 engage by letters patents to ferve France con; 
flantly againft Maximilian and his defcendants. 
The deputies agreed very well with the king's mi- 
nifters ; but they demanded, that the king (hould 
not be allowed to make the leaft truce before the 
deliverance of the duke of Guelderland, whereas his 

majefty 
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majefty would not renounce the liberty of making a 
ihort fufpenfion of arms according^ as circiiDiftances 
ihould arife. What the iffue of thefc conferences 
was, we know not. 

Towards the end of this year his ma- Dec, 13. 
jefty tranflated the body of his firft wife 
Margaret of Scotland from the cathedral of Chalons 
to a chapel in the abbey of S. Laon at Tours, where 
this princefs had chofe to be buried. 

The fmall dependancc there was to be had upon 
treaties obliged the king to be perpetually 
negotiating. He was well informed of 1480* 

all the intrigues of the duke of Britany, Eajler^ 
and knew that the emperor had threatened April 2. 
the Switzers to make war upon them, if 
they fupplied France with troops. The advantage 
he made of thefe advices vras to keep peniionaries in 
every canton. 

, The king having conflantly his eye upon England 
again fent the biftiop of Elne with Caftelnau, Bre- 
tevoux, and Baillet mafter of the requefts, to fettle 
the conditions of the truce for an hundred years, to 
agree upon arbitrators of the differences that might 
arife during that term, and to perfuade the Englifli, 
that he defined the accomplifhment of the dauphin's 
marriage with the princefs Elizabeth. 

The greateft difficulty was, that Edward infifted 
upon thedwkcsof Auftriaand Britany being compre- 
hended in the truce. Lewis urged, that they ought 
to be excluded, becaufe by the treaty made in Au- 
guft 1475, all thofe, who were difpofed to be com- 
prehended in the truce, were obliged to declare it 
within three months, and that as the late duke 
Charles had not done it, thofe who reprefented him 
had no right to do it ; that befides the article, which 
before related to the duke of Burgundy, could now 
be applied to no body but the king, who was in 
reality lord of Burgundy, as it was rcverfible to the. 
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all the privileges of that city, referving only tohim-^ 
felf the right of proteflion. 

He purchafed Cbatel-fur-Mofelle for 
Jpr'iL fixty thoufand livres. This acquifition, 

with that of the duchy of Bar, and the 
new penfions he paid into England, were very ex- 
pend ve to him ; and he farther found himfelf obliged 
to give an hundred thoufand livres to the Switzers. 
Having obferved that this nation was indifferent to 
whom it was allied, and entirely influenced by inte- 
reft, he governed it by that, and hindered it hom 
declaring in favour of Maximilian, who could give 
nothing more than promifes, whilft France advanced 
confiderable fums. 

Vergy, Bufli Lamet, Cleret, and Vaudrey, were 
folely employed in retaining the Switzers in the 
king's alliance. But as his majefty could not be 
ignorant, that notwithftanding the fums he ad- 
vanced for them, it was a grievance to them to fee 
him matter of Franche-comte, he fortified Auxonne, 
Poligny, and the other places, which Chaumont 
had taken. 

So many extraordinary expences obliged Lewis 
XI. to retrench a fourth part of the penfions. This 
remedy not fufficing, he called together the ftatet of 
fcveral provinces ; and it was refolved, that to fup- 
ply the neceflity of the ftate without burdening the 
people, the taxes in feveral provinces fliould be paid 
in kind, which would be more eafy to the inhabi- 
tants, and no lefs profitable to the ftate, than if paid 
in money. Normandy was charged with finding 
provifions for the army of Picardy, and Champagne 
with that, of Luxembourg. The provinces beyond 
the Loire were to keep the army of Burgundy, 
Coittier his majefty's firft phyfician and Galchaut 
his niiaitre-d'hotel were to iiifped the provifions. 

Tho, body of the army was in Artois, and kept 
at bay tha army of Maximilian. Chaumont with a 

body 
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body of troops entered Luxembourg, and took Virc- 
ton and Yvoy. The campaign paffed in fkirmifhes. 
Galiot, who ever fince the death of duke Charles 
had ferved under the king, made continual inroads 
into Luxembourg. Cbantereine laid fiege to Beau- 
mont. The countefs of Varnebourg, of the houfe of 
Croy, defended herfelf with all the courage of the 
greateft commander. Not being able to keep the 
place, {be retired into the caftle, and did not capi- 
tulate till fhe had her hu{band'« exprefs orders. She 
went out upon honourable conditions, and retreated 
with him into Germany. 

■ The two parties apprehending a general affair, 
fought to furprize each other. Des Qi^ierdes the 
king's lieutenant in Picardy, caufed a falfe informa- 
tion to be given to Cohin governor of Aire, by one 
fiobin. 'He differed \^m(tU to bt perr4^aded5 4hat 
it was very eafy to furprize Hefdin, and fet out for' 
this expedition at the head of 500 of the braveft 
men of the garifon of Aire. He came by night to 
the foot of the wall ; and Robin drawing near to it 
^oke to the centinel, who anfwered as being in the 
fecret. There was a hole dug in a tower fix foot 
lower than the floor, which Des Querdes had caufed 
to be made for this purpofe. Robin entered firft, 
and made his efcape by means of the darknefe ; 
every one preiBng to follow him, great numbers of 
the enemy were prefently in the tower, and cryed 
out Long live Burgundy. At the fame inftant the 
trap-door was let fall, and they found themfelvet 
taken prifoners, when they thought they were 
mafters of the place. Not being able to efcape, and 
refufing to furrender, they were all killed with their 
fwords in their hands. Cohin, who was not yet 
entered, went back in defpair. 

Lewis this year fixed the pofts for the great roads 
of the kingdom. The firft eftablifhment was only 
for the king and the princes his allies, with a prohi- 
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only a thoufand crowns in ready money, and an an- 
nuity of two thoufand livres out of the duchy of Bar. 
To Jane de Laval his wife, Reignier bequeathed 
very large revenues in Anjou, Provence, and the 
Barrois. To John his natural fon he gave the mar- 
quifate of Pont-a-Mouflbn, with the territories of 
St. Remi and St. Cannat in Provence. According 
to the cufliom of thofe times he gave a great deal to 
the churches, particularly to the church of St, Mau- 
rice at Angers, where he was interred, and to the 
Cordeliers of the fame town, with whom his heart 
was lodged. And being more jealous of his title of 
king, than if he had been in pofTeffion, he ordered 
that his funeral fhould befolemnized with the pomp 
fuitable to majcfty. As he lived fix years after 
he made his * will, he annulled feveral claufes of it 
by the treaties he made afterwards, 
r Lewis, to whom queen Margaret had yielded all 
her pretenfions, cumpkincJ that thla princefs was 
difinherited, a princefs, Who as fhe had nothing 
given with 'her in marriage, had likewife done no- 
thing which could be a bar to her fucceffion. He 
maintained, that (he ought to have half of her mo- 
ther's fortune, and even all Lorain, as Yolandc 
by her mdrriage-coritra<a"with the count of Vaudc- 
mount had renounced all fucceffion either to father or 
mother, except the portion which (he had received. 
Befides the claim which the kiBg;<ierived from Mar- 
garet, he was creditor of the dukes John and Ni- 
cholas for upwards of a million. He had paid two 

hundred 

* The executors appointed by Reignier to his will 
were queen Jane de Laval, Charles count of Maine his 
nephew, Reignier duke of Lorain his grandfon, Wil- 
liam de Harcourt count of TancarviUe, Guy de Laval 
his fencfchal of Anjou, John de la VignoUe dean of An- 
gers, Dr. John Perrot his confeflbr, Peter le Roy his 
vice-chancellor, John Vinci judge of Anjou, and Tour- 
nevUlc archprieft of ABg&ts. 
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idred thoufand crowns, whilft the aflfair of the 
rriage of his daughter Anne with Nicholas then 
rquifs du Pont was in debate ; forty thoufand 
-es annually for ten years to the father and the 
I ; fifty thoufand crowns for the ranfom of Mar- 
"et, and a penfion of fix thoufand livres for her 
•fiftance. This princefs renewed this 
X the ceffion fhe had made to him O^, ig. 
r years before. 

Lewis gave orders to the archbifhop of Bordeaux, 
tllip Pot count of St. Pol, Francberge mafter of 
: requefts, Baudot and Henriet counfdlors in par- 
nent, to go into Lorain and lay all thefe pre- 
iions before Yolande, to.whom he gave no other 
e than that of counted of Vaudemount. Duke 
ignier her fon being then at Venice, engaged the 
ublick to recommend his interefts to the king, 
5 majefty returned to the embafladors of Venice, 
writing, the caufes of complaint he had againft 
ignier. He firft reproached him with the want 
gratitude for the prote£tion he granted him a- 
nft the duke of Burgundy, and with having con- 
Qtly favoured Maximilian in oppofition to France, 
was added, that he could not but know himfelf 
be the king's fubjeS ; that his greateft honour 
8 his defcent from the houfe of France by his 
»ther J that all his eftates were held of the crown j 
It Lorain was not a mafculine fief, as he enjoyed 
>nly in right of his mother and grandmother ; 
It amongft daughters there was no right of elder^ 
p ; and that confequently Margaret ought to have 
equal ftiare with Yolande her fifter ; 
It Margaret had made a ceflion of all . Jufy 29. 
tenfions to the king ; and that he de- 
inded her moiety in all that the duchcfs Yolande 
jid poflefs, without reckoning in the confiderable 
ns, for whi^h he was creditor. 

Whilft 
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Whilft the king was debating his claim to the 
fucceffion of king Reign ier, Charles de Martigny 
bifhop of Elne was recalled from England, and cited 
before the parliament by the procureur-general, as 

having gone beyond his powers, and 
yuly^i. figned treaties prejudicial to France 

Martigny replied in his defence, that 
he had been three times appointed embaffador into 
England without having defired it ; and in accept- 
ing the employment he had never had any thing in 
view but the king's fervicej that his majefty had 
feemed fatisfied with his firft negotiation ; that the 
fecond had been ftill more remarkable, as he was to 
engage againft the minifters of the emperor, Maxi- 
milian, and Spain, who had all of them a powerful 
party in the parliament ; that he had been feveral 
times in danger of being aflaffinated by theFlemiib; 
but that he had been fo fortunate as to triumph over 
all their cabals, and retain Edward in the party of 
France. As to the third embafly, Martigny owned, 
that by his inftru£tions he was only commiffioned to 
prolong the treaties of truce made in the years 1475 
and 1476, without any alteration; but that the 
king having given him to underftand, that the 
principal objedlof his commiffion was to prevent the 
union of the Englifh with the Flemifh, he had 
judged, that according to his notion of the king^s 
inclination, it was better to go beyond his orders, 
and run the rifque of being difapproved, than to be 
wanting in the renewal of a treaty which was ab- 
folutely neceflary to France; that it was with this 
view he had comprehended the dukes of Auftria and 
Britany in the Jaft truce, tho' they were not men* 
tioned in the preceding treaties ; that he had in like 
manner confen ted that the king fhould fubmit to the 
ccclcfiaftical cenfures, if he difcontinued the pay- 
ment of the fifty tboufand crowns, tho* Edward rc^ 
fufed to fubmic to the fame penalty tho' he fhould 

violate 
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violate the treaty; that he had nctwithftanding 
made all poffible reprefen tat ions upon this fubjed, 
and had not gone beyond his powers, but to pre- 
fer ve the truce, which without this would have been 
broken ; that in fhort, he had done every thing 
that could be done for the benefit of the ft^te, and 
the fervice of the king, or that the neceffity of the 
affair would admit. 

The parliament, convinced of the innocence of 
the bifhop of Elne, the neceffity of the ftate, and 
the king's inclinations, tho' they made a great deal 
of noife with their procedures, paiTed no fentenc^ 
againft him. In fliort, Martigny was an able mi- 
nifter, and fuch a one as the king flood in need of. 
He had condu£led himfelf with a fidelity and judge- 
ment, which knew how to comply with circum- 
ftances ; and had done the mofl important ferviee 
by expoflng himfelf to be difapproved of. By this 
means he gave the kins time to a£t what part he 
pleafed, whereas if he had literally followed his in- 
ftrudions, the war was inevitable, and the fucceft 
venr doubtful. 

Lewis XI. having put it in his power to difap- 
prove of the fleps taken by a minifler, which in his 
own mind he abfolutely approved, did not change 
his behaviour towards Edward, but paid him his 
penfions exaAly. He condu£led himfelf with equal 
judgment towards Howard and Langton the £ng- 
iiih embafTadors. The fubje£l of their commiffion 
was the marriage of the dauphin with the princefs 
EliMbcth. The difficulty lay only in the penfion, 
which the Englifh required whilfl the princefs con- 
tinued in England. The king offered far lefs than 
was demanded ; but took care always to give the 
embafTadors reafon to hope, that they might bring 
him to thl^ point they defired, that they might not 
make any abatement of themfelves. According to 
his views, to gain time was to fucceed. When 
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Martigny was recalled from England, the duchers 
dowager of Burgundy, Edward's After, went over 
thither to treat of a marriage between Anne the 
third daughter of the king her brother and Philip 
count of Charolois, the eldeft fon of Maximilian 
and Mary of Burgundy. The duchefs dowager had 
with her la Baume lord of Trlain, fecond* chamber- 
Iain to the duke of Auftria, Thomas de Pleine, and 
John Gros. Her propofals were equally advanta- 
geous to Edward and Maximilian. She propofed, 
to renounce the alliance with France, to renew the 
alliance which had formerly fubiified between Eng- 
land and the late duke'Charles, to make a league 
ofFenfive and defenfive againft France, to fend troops 
thither to re-conquer Normandy and Guyenne in 
favour of Edward, whilft Maximilian recovered 
the provinces which Lewis had taken from 
him. But with all thefe flattering hopes, the duchefs 
oflfcred no ready money; and Edward, who flood 
conftantly in need of it to gratify his pleafurcs, was 
cxtreniely pleafed with what he received from 
France, whereas they required of him two hundred 
thoufand crowns for his daughter's portion. Be was 
;Vcry much undetermined, when the lord Howard 
arrived in France. He immediately went to pay 
his compliments to the duchefs of Burgundy, and 
told her that he had brought a fourth part of the 
French penfion ; that Lewis XL confented to fub- 
mit to ecclefiaftical cenfure, if he failed to continue 
the payment of 50,000 crowns, and did not accom- 
plifli the marriage of the dauphin with the princcfe 
Elizabeth ; but that he required that the dukes of 
Auftria and Britany fhould not be included in the 
truce, and that he was refolved, rather than 
not hinder it, to faorifige one half of his kingdom. 
The duchefs of Burjgundy upon, this immediately 
, offered to Edward the fame advantages which he bad 
; from Jfrancc. She engaged .in the name of tlie 6uke 
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and duchefs of Auftria to pay him the fame penflon 
of 50,000 crowns, and to begin the payment from 
the day he declared war againft France. 
The next day the coritrad of marriage Jag. 4, 
between the'count of Cbarolois and the 
princeis Anne was ' drawn up. They afterwards 
made another agreement, by which the duke and 
duchefs of Auftria gave back to Edward the portion 
of his daughter ; and the king, that he might not be 
behind hand with them in generofity, or rather 
fbrefeeing that his penfion would never be paid, 
gave it up to them. But not caring to Io(e that 
which was paid him by the king, he declared within 
a few days after, that he defigned to be mediator 
between Lewis and Maximilian, and difpatched 
embaffadors to acquaint the king with his intentions. 
Whilft the duchefs of Burgundy was endeavouring 
to ftir up her brother to make war upon Lewis XL 
Maximilian relying no longer upon Edward, gave 
a commiffion to the count de Romont to confer with 
du Lude about bringing about a truce. 
It was in faft concluded for feven months, Jug. 21. 
and afterwards prolonged. The duchefs 
of Burgundy, who received inftruAions from Maxi- 
milian very oppofite to the fcheme of a truce, was 
extremely offended at it ; (he complained of it verj 
bitterly, and went back into Flanders. 

The duke of Britany was no fooner informed of 
this truce, than he grew apprehcnfive that he fhould 
become the fole objeft of the king's refcntment. 
He had entered into all the plots againft his majefty, 
and had frequently been the author of them. He 
had made a league with Maximilian, and had en- 
deavoured by all manner of ways to bring Edward 
into it. He had even offered to give his daughter 
Anne in marriage to the prince of Wales. Thia 
alliance wouH have been the moft fatal thing in the 
world to the kingdom, as it would have brought the 

Vol. II. N twg:\^ 
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Englifh back again into it. The duke of Britany 
beingtoo fenfible how much he had offended the king, 
ibnt nrtena and la ViUeon into England to follicit 
by means of the duchefs of Burgundy a renewal of 
the alliance with Maximilian under the guaranty of 
Edward 4 but as the duchefi was gone back into 
Flanders before the arrival of thefe embailadorsi 
this treaty was not made till the year following. 

In the mean time the cardinal of S. Pierre -aux- 
Liens the pope's nephew, came into France as legate 
to make peace between the king and the princes his 
neighbours. Lewis ftraigbt informed himfelf of the 
chzxziter of thofe, with whom he was to treat. He 
Ibarnt that the legate was a nun full of vanity and 
fiilfe glory, and by that he refolyed to gain him. He 
ordered aH imaginable honours to be paid him in the 
towns he paiTed through. Count dauphin d'Au- 
vergne, the baftard of Maine, Chateau-villain, Dau- 
vet and feveral prelates went to meet him as for as 
S. Saphorin d'Ofon. Dauvet delivered him moft 
ample powers, and gained him abfolutely by a cir- 
tumftance, which under the appearance of a pre- 
caution, was in reality no other than a flattering di- 
ftindion fhewn to his perfon. He required an aS, 
by which the legate declared, that he would not 
abufe the fulnefs of his powers, and that the honours 
paid him fhould not be drawn into a precedent for 
the legates that (hould thereafter be fent into France. 
The legate fpent fome days with the king at Ven- 
dome, and was charmed with the confidence where- 
with his majefty honoured him. From thence he 
went to Parisf where he was received 
Sept, 4. with the higheft honours. The parlia- 
ment profufely beftowed upon him all 
the regards that were confident with the laws and 
maxims of the kingdom ; but not thinking the ad, 
which the cardinal had given toDauvet, either fuffi- 
cient or fuitable to the majefty of the king, the day 

after 
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after the legate's entry, the king's friends oppofed the 
reading of the bull, by which the pope gave him 
power to compel the king and Maximilian to. make 
peace by cenfure or excommunication. 

The legate wrote to Maximilian, that the popa 
eameiUy defired to reftore peace among chriftiaa 
princes, in order to unite them againft the Turks i 
that the king was very much difpofed to it ; that 
he queftioned not but his excellency was. in the 
(ame fentiments ; and that he was comii^ to him 
to frnifh aa'afiair fo facred> and fo advantageous to 
all cfariftendom. 

The ftri£l alliance there appeared to be between 
the king and the legate rendered the hitter fufpedied 
by Maximilian. He replied, that the affair was a 
matter of too much importance for him to come ta 
any refolution about it without the advice of hie 
council, and that he befought his paternity not ta 
proceed any farther in his journey, till be had heard 
from him again. 

The legate wrote back word to Maximilian, that 
he never had any defign to enter into hit dominions 
without his approbation ; but that he intreated his 
excellency to have feme regard to the honour of tbC: 
holy fee ; that the affairs he came upon did not re^ 
gard the perfon of the pope, but were fuch as all, 
chriftendom was concerned in, and that it did not. 
oonfifl with the dignity, wherewith he was invefled^. 
to attend too long the refolution of his excellency, . ,. 

The legate being advanced as far as Ppronne, at 
the fame time difpatchcdthe archbifbop of Rhodes 
and 0£tavien SuefTa the confiftorial advocate, to 
prefs the decifion' of Maximilian.- His highnefs fcnt 
the letter and inftruflions of the legate's two dcpu-j 
ties to DaufFay and Lannoy, that they might go 
and confer with the legate. But DaufUy let him 
know, that the legate might pafs farther, and that 
it would be necefTary either to notify to him the 
N 2 c^>\Ssi% 
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caufes of the fufpicion they had of him, or to ad- 
vertife him of an zQ: of appeal by the 
OSf. 5. duke's attorney-general. The legate a 
few days after fent Maximilian a brief, 
by ^hich the pope reprefented to his highnefs, that 
the prejudice he had conceived was altogether ground- 
lefs ; that the cardinal was no more inclined to favour 
the king than himfelf ; and that he had no other view 
but the publick good. For which reafon he begged 
the duke to engage his nobility to rcjeSt all thofe fuf- 
^cions, and to give the legate a favourable audience. 
To this brief the cardinal added a letter, wherein he 
repeated what he had already faid in his former let- 
ters, and demanded a poiitive anfwer. The legate, 
receiving no anfwer, and not knowing what courfe 
to take, wrote again once more, and fent his letter 
by the archbifhop of Rhodes, in whom he placed the 
fitmofl confidence. 

Maximilian's prevention arofe from the cardinal- 
bifhop of Tournay, and the bifhop of Sebenigo the 
pope's nuncio, who were refident in his court, and 
perpetually reprefenting the legate to him as an art- 
ful man, devoted to France ; and they fiirther drew 
the archbifhop of Rhodes into their party. This 
prelate was raifed from a very low extra£lion to 
dignities, which are feldom obtained by perfons of 
obfcure birth, unlefs by great virtues or great vices. 
Avaritious, crafty, covetous, he had all the mean 
vices, as alfo the ingratitude, which is the^ confe- 
quence of them. He owed his fortune to the legate, 
to whom he was attached by interefl, and out of tht 
fame motive betrayed him. 

The king, being always firfl informed 

0^. 25. of what pafled amongft his enemies, ad- 

vertifed the legate, that the archbifhop 

(if Rhodes had fufFered himfelf to be gained over by 

the cardinal of Tournay and Sebenigo, aad that if 

he 
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he did not obtain a pofitive anfwer, he had no other 
courfe to take than to retire, but that it would be 
firft advifeahle to declare to the Gantois, that his 
legation had nothing in view but peace ; that if 
they could once fow divifion between thofe people 
and the duke's council, they would eafily take fire i 
but that above all it was neceflary for the pope to 
recall the bi(hop of Sebenigo, and to cite the cardi- 
nal of Tournay and the archbiihop of Rhodes to 
Rome, to take their trial ; and that this was the 
. only means of making the authority of the holy fee 
to be reverenced and feared. 

The legate anfwered the king, that he 
had been before hand with his advice, OSf. 28. 
that the bull had been notified at Ghent, 
Bruges, and all the towns in Flanders ; that he 
was farther going to write to them and lay before 
them the ills which their difobedience to the holy 
. fee 'WOuld bring upon them, and that if they per- 
fifted in it, he would retire ; that the pope would 
take care of the cardinal of Tournay and the nun- 
cio ; and as to the archbifhop of Rhodes, he thought 
it neceflary to fecure him, and carry him to Cha- . 
teau-neuf near Avignon. The king having charged 
du Bouchage with the execution, the archbifhop 
was carried off, and conveyed to Chateau-neuf. 

In the mean time Baudricourt, Soliers, and du 
Bouchage, were upon the frontiers, and labouring 
either to make peace, or prolong the truce. The 
duchefs dowager of Burgundy, who held intelligenf:e 
with the embafladors of Maximilian, raifed every 
day frefli difficulties, either thro* her naturally rel- 
iefs indifpofition, or a defire to make herfelf necef- 
fary. The negotiation was entered upon by the 
plenipotentiaries, but their mutual diftruft was a 
continual obftacle to the peace. They difputed up- 
on every article without coming to an ecclaircifle- 
ment. The charader of embaflador feemed to be 
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BO fafeguard, they did not venture to go to one an- 
other's houfes, without giving hoftages. The reft 
of the year was fpent rather in disputes than confer 
rences. 

The king had declared he would not put into 
comprofliife what the dukes of Burgundy had held 
in appenage; chat if daughters might inherit it, 
they might alfo inherit the crown, which it con- 
trary to the fundamental law of the ftate ; that the 
ceffion of Burgundy made by king John to duke 
Philip the bold, was null, and that the paritanieAt 
of the kingdom was the fole judge of all that con- 
cerns the peerages. 

Maximilian on the contrary pretended, that be- 
fore all things they ought to reftore to him the an- 
tient patrimony of the dukes of Burgundy, and that 
the king could not refufe to put him into pofleffien 
of the counties of Artois and Burgundy, the vif- 
county of Auflbne, and the jurifdi£tion of S. Lau- 
rent, without which he Ihould be compelled (o it 
by the king of England. 

Lewis on his fide demanded Lifie, Douay, and 
Orchies, with all that duke Charles and Mary bad 
taken away from the county of Artois, a fief of the 
crown, for which they had never done homage. 
Tlie king after having made good his claim, ofiertd 
to give up Lifle, Douay, and Orchies, and to give 
an acquittance for all that was due by the Aicceffion 
of the dukes of Burgundy, provided the duke and 
xiuchefs of Auftria would renounce all pretenfions to 
the counties of Artois and Burgundy. 

Edward finding that the king zn6 the duke of 
Auftria agreed in nothing, wrote to Maximifian, 
that as the king could not live long, thebeft fcheme 
they could follow would be to wait till his death to 
make good their pretenfions, and in the mefan time 
to conclude a treaty, which if Lewis ftioiild jrcfufe, 

Ihe 
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he Englifli would fend againft him a fupply of five 
houfand men. 

It was true, that the king's health daily declined ; 
le frequently fell into fainting fits, which made thofe 
ibout him apprehenfive for his life. He had one fo 
lonfiderable as he was rifing from table, that it was 
udged he was going to die. He was not able to 
[peak, and his fenfes were very imperfeft. In the 
mean time he made a fign for them to open the win- 
dows, and give him air; but whether they did not 
underftand him, or thought the air prejudicial to 
him, they kept him near the fire with the windows 
flnit. Angelo Catto his phyfician, who was after- 
wards archbifliop of Vienna, and to whom Com- 
mines dedicated his memoirs, coming into the room, 
ordered them to be opened. The king by degrees 
recovered both his fenfe and fpeech ; though it way 
fome time before he could make them perfectly un- 
derftand what he faid. He conftantly obliged then^ 
to eive an account of what hadpafled during his ill- 
nen > but finding himfelf, that his head was not ab- 
folutely clear, and being afraid^ to make his cafe 
known, he pretended to read and underftand, and 
contented himfelf with anfwering only a few words, 
or making figns, which he could afterwards explain 
as he thought fit. He informed himfelf who they 
were that had hindered the windows from being 
opened, and forbid them the court. He was fo jea- 
lous of his authority, that he expe£l6d a blind obe- 
dience, without any one's prefuming to interpret 
his will. He wa^ afraid left by declining to obey 
him in trifles, under pretence of ferving him better^ 
they ihould feize upon his authority. He was even 
accuftomed to fay, that he difapproved of the force 
ttfed to make his father eat^ when he was afraid of 
bemg poifbned. 

The legate laid hold of the fear the king had of 
dying9 toobtain the liberty of cardinal Balue and the 
N 4 \MteRj^ 
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bilhop of Verdun. He perfuaded him that the 
judgments of God would fall upon him for keeping 
a cardinal and a biQiop in chains. Balue, to move 
the king ftill more to compaifion, pretended to be 
dangeroufly ill. Coittier the king's chief phyfician had 
orders to vifit him, and upon his faying that he could 
not live long, the king ordered him to be given up 
into the hands of the legate, after having obtained a 
promife from him, that the popefhould puniih him. 
JBut Balue was fcarce got to Rome, before he re- 
ceived a confiderable addition of honours. After the 
death of Lewis XL he returned into France under 
the character of legate, and was received notwith- 
ftanding the prohibition of the parliament. 

As to the bifliop of Verdun, he was fet at liberty 
upon giving bail, and was tranflated from the bifhop- 
rick of Verdun to that of Vintimille. Lewis alfo 
reftored Hebert bifhop of Coutance to his liberty. 
This prelate was concerned in the charge againft 
the duke of Bourbon, andacciifed of aftrology. He 
was confined as a criminal, and releafed as a 
fool. This laft judgment fuited better than the 
former with the kind of accufation, that was laid 
againA him. 

Lewis re- united the duchy of Anjou 
O^ober. to the crown, and kept up the chamber 
of accounts eilablifbed at Angers. At 
the fatpe time he wrote to the ftatcs of Provence in 
favour of Charles duke of Calabria, to whom Reig- 
nier had bequeathed by will the kingdom of Naples 
and county of Provence. Lewis was apprehenfivc 
that Reignier duke of Lorain, the grandfon of king 
Reignier by his mother, ihould difpute the will. 
But whether the Provincials were better pleafed 
with Charles, or that they had a mind to oblige the 
king, *tis certain they absolutely excludjcd Reignier, 
and acknowledged Charles for their foyereign. 

Thougii 
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Though the truce was not expired, the count de 
Chimay, Bofluand Croy, laid ficgc to Luxembourg. 
Notwithftanding this infraaion the king made no 
reprifak, but gave orders toduBouchage to prolong 
the truce for the whole time that the Turk Ihould 
continue in Italy, that^ added he, / may the better 
ferve God and our lady againft the Turk, 

The king*s power was not fo thoroughly fettled 
in Franche-comte, but that there were frequent in- 
furreSions of rebels, who furprifed little towns, 
which were foon after recovered, infomuch that 
what pafled in that province very much refemblod 
a civil war. 

Lewis appointed John and Lewis d'Amboife lieu- 
tenants general of Burgundy, one of them biihop of 
Maillezais, and the other of Albi, to command in 
the abfence of Charles d'Amboife their brother. 

The ftates of the Comte aiTembled at Salins, pre- 
. fented certain articles to thefe two prelates, princi- 
pally tending to the maintenance of the laws and the 
fupport of military difcipline; to the fecurity of the 
roads, tillage and commerce. They alfo demanded 
the eftablifhmentof a parliament at Salios, whereof 
the officers Ihould be payed at the king's expence, 
and again claimed the prefervation of their privi* 
leges. 

The king's policy agreed very well with the de- 
mands of the Comtois \ he had no. inclination to 
give any difquietude to the countries he had Goa« , 

J|uered, or which had voluntarily fubmitted to him. 
nftead of depriving them of their privileges, be 
granted them new ones, and omitted nothing to iii- 
fpire them with fidelity ; but where be feund the 
fpirit of rebellion too obftinate, he had recourie to 
violent remedies. He put the moft guiky jco death, 
banifhed the reft, and fometimes difperfedthc inha- 
bitants, as he did atPerpignan and Arr^.^ . . j.j 
N 5 He 
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'He therefore cftabliflied a partiametit at SaTint^ 
and the next year publi(bed a declaratioa, which \ 
exempted the Conrftois from efcbeatage, and {mt \ 
them upon the iame fbottng with other Frenchmeti. 
' -Neitiher the indt^[>oGtions to which his majefly 
was fubje£t, nor his engagement in ferergn al^iri, 
prevented him from watching over the tranquiUky 
and happinefs of his fubjeds at home with the fame 
affiduity and care, as tho* he had bad no other ob- 
jeA in vie^. 

He fent commiffioners into the countries to redrefs 
^ frauds, which^were committed in the cuftoms. 
He fuffered not any difturbance to be given to the 
gentlemen, who valued the eftates they held in 
iocage. He publifiied a declaration, by which he 

• perm itited all clergymen, gentlemen and others, to 
traffick both by land and fea, upon condition that 
thofe who traded by feafhouki import their mer- 

- ichandize only in French veiTels. He fet up a mint 
**tit DijoNy imder the dire6i;ion of John deCambray. 
' l^^rpuehon, Feriot, and Cuftel, were appointed 

• keepers of it. 

The king having called in a great number of 

JWorkmen in order to fettle a manufaftory of gold 

and filver ftufFs and filki, under the diredion of 

William Brijonnet, ordered that both they and 

-their wives, widows, and children, fhould be ex- 

^^mpt from sill 'duties, taxes, and impofts. And the 

-ife2K after he granted a letter of naturalisation to all 

.4heiSwitzers, thatfliould come and fettle in France. 

'^"■1 The duke ofAuftriahad follicited a meeting of 

-feveral pfinoes of the empire, in hopes that they 

; #obld be^favourable to *Jiim in the decifion of the 

•diiFereneei he had with the king, but his majefty 

.aefufed to j^ibmit to the arbitration of foreigners in 

• artiifpuoe betwixt htm ahd his v^flal concerning fiefs 
of the crO(#n. He found a much furer way of em- 
bar raffing 
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barraffing Maximilian, and even of Mkiifdlia| ti|e 
war in Germany, if he judged it convmicnt# ^ 

Ladiihus king of Bohemia, grandftMi- 
by his mother to the emperor Albert of 1-481:. 
Atfftria, and great-grandfon to the em- Sajftr 
pcror Sigifmond, had fome preteDiions ta Afrtlx. 
the duchyof Luxembourg. To put binv- 
felf into a condition to make them good, he fiiuglt 
the friendfliip of Lewis XI. The tw6 priiitts re- 
newed the old alKances, and made beAdes si pardcu-i^ 
htr treaty, by which Ladiflaus waa toenter < .i^ 
with all Ms forces into Laxembourg, and' '' y^n, i^ 
the king obliged himfelf at the fan^e tiifie . 
to fend thither a thoufand lances with a train of ar-* 
tillery^ If the duchy was not conquered wiithin a 
month, the king was to pay the troops of Bohemia 
during the reft of the war, and to make neitilti! 
peace nor truce with Maximilian, Witjioutcompre^ 
hending Ladiflaus in it. The eMtelTad^ns promifid 
in their mafter^s name to affift the king againft alt 
perfbns^ whatfoever, and pstrticulafly againft the 
duke and duchefs of Auftria. Whilft the king was^ 
employed in forming atliances,^ he loft one of hi& 
moft faithful fubje^ by the death ofCbarlc&de 
Chaumont d^Anrtjoife count of Briemie, governor 
lof Champagne am* iBurgundy. His bh*th.^ fatfg^ 
fortune rendered hitn^fefs valuable than his virtue, 
l^o perfon v^s more proj^er than Inmibtf >te^pi«fi4e 
over a people lately" conquered. Firm,- hmAanei^ 
prudent, and difinterefted, he both fet an example 
of fidelity himfelf^, and knew how to chaftife tbofe 
who deviated from it. 

The king's *barf hfealthf i^t allowing Mm to pit 

liinifelf ^at the head of an arrfty accbrdhig to hi« pw>- 

mife, and to match in ^crfon ^6 df iVe ^he Turks. 

but of Italy, he madie an offer to the ^ope of three 

hundred thoufand crowns in gold for that enter- 

priac^ 



tjB Ybi History ?^ L E W I S XI. 
prise, whereof two hundred thoufand were to be 
raifed upon the clergy, and the reft upon the people. 
About this time there arofe a difpute at Rome, 
that: was troublefome enough, Charles count of 
Provence fent to demand the inveftiture of the king- 
. dom •f Naples. Charles of Luxembourg the coufin 
of Charles, and head of the embafly, claimed to 
be received as the embaflador of a crowned head ; 
and the embafTadors of France fupported his preten- 
fion. The pope and cardinab durft not comply 
with their demands, for fear of offending Ferdinanc^ 
. and kindline a frefh war in Italy. The conteftation 
lafted a confiderable time. At length Luxembourg 
• accompanied by the French made his entry, and 
took his audience with the honours he pretended to ; 
at ieaft the pope did not openly explain himfelf, and 
there was no formal oppofition made to it. 
. Sixtus having publiihed a bull, by which he ex- 
horted all the princes in Chriftendom to a fufpenfion 
joi arms for three years to unite againft their com- 
mon enemy the Turk ; this bull was presented to 
the king by the biibop of Seffa, who greatly infifled 
upon the danger, to which all Chriftendom was 
expofed. The king after he had caufed the bull to 
- be examined by all that were prefent, as 
■ Afrih. 2^. well prelates as fecularsy told the nuncio, 
he could not too- much commend the 
-.feealyt which the holy father expreffed for religion; 
that for his part he was ready to employ all his forces 
upon the occafion ; but that he was willing to be 
fure that his enemies aI£o would do the fame, nor 
was it reafonable that heftioulddifarm, till he knew 
•their intentions. 'The legates anfwered, that, the 
pope would compel all his majefty's enemies either 
to mike peace or a truce with him by ecdefiaftical 
cenfures. The fame day the lord of Beaujeu, the 
chancellor, and the principal perfons prefent at the 
audience, attended upon the legate by his majefty's 

order, 
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order, and let him knpw^ that his majefty was 
threatened with two wars, the one from England, 
and the other from the king of Cafiile, without 
reckoning that wherein he was adually engaged 
againft the duke of Auftria ; that the late duke 
Charles, Maximilian and Mary of Burgundy, had 
.always defpifed ecclefiaftical cenfures ; an^ therefore, 
.as the king chofe not to expofe himfelf to be fur- 
prized by his enemies, it was neceflary that the le- 
gate (bould communicate his intentions to all the 
nuncios refiding with thofe priiKes, to know their 
final refolution. 

The legate returned thanks to his maje({y for his 
.good inclinations, which he highly commended, 
and promifed to fend an account of them to the 
pope, that his holinefs might himfelf give order to 
his nuncios to confer with the other prtnces> and 
acquaint his majefly with their difpofitions. 

How dangerous foever the defigns of her enemies 
were to Frauce, they would have been fbll more fo 
hy the death of Lewis XL Maximjiian, feeing the 
truce ready to expire, foUicited Edward to attempt 
the conqueft of France ; and poffibly might have 
fucceeded in his projeA, if the king of England had 
been lefs fond of repofe, or if Maximilian had fup- 
ported his foUicitations with certain fums of money. 
Edward did not abfolutely rejeft Maximilian's pro- 
pofal, but let him know, that as the king could not 
live long, his death would furnifh them with a fa- 
vourable opportunity of executing any dcfign. The 
duke of Britany was more difpofed than Edward to 
enter into a league with Maximilian againfl the 
king; he had even made the overture himfelf, but 
durfl not fmgly engage in it; for which reafon he 
difpatched Partenay and la Villeon to London to aft 
in concert with Maximilian's em bafladors, and pref- 
fed Edward to declare againfl France. 

Edward, 
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Edv^ard, either through policjr; or his natural 
want of reibtution., kept the duke of Auftria^s em* 
liafladors long in fufpence. At laft however he gave 
Chem fuch hopes, that they (ent word ta their mafter,. 
that the king of England had promifed them to make 
a defcent in France, provided the affairs of Scotland 
would give him leave s and that he had even pre- 
fented a declaration to the king of France, that un* 
lefs he gave fatisfadion to the duke and duchefs of 
Auftria before the Eafter following, he woiM enter 
his dominions with fire and fword. 
. The embaflfadors without doubt exaggerated the 
promifes of Edward, or elfe the latter deceived them, 
for he had no inclination to engage in a war. HTwas 
in vain that Maximilian reprefented the truce to be 
as burthenfome to him as a war, from bis being ob- 
liged to keep up the fame number of troops, that he 
was flripped of part of his dominions, and not in a 
condition to fubfift his adherents. Whatever expo- 
fed the indigence of Maximilian was an improper ar- 
gument to gain over Edward, who being paffionatdy 
add idled to indolence, pleafure, and profit, wasab- 
folutely averfe to enter into a league with an indo- 
lent prince, and to give up a confiderable penfion 
paid him by France, only to engage in a dangerous 
war againfl a prince, both formidable by his forces 
and his councils. *Tis highly probable, that Hafl- 
ings the favourite of Edward and penfioner to Lewis 
XL did not a little contribute to render a*!! the 
follicitations of Maximilian and the duke of Britany 
inefFedtual. Thus we fee by the accounts of the 
king's expences, that HafKngs about this time re- 
ceived a prefent of a thoufand marks befrdeshis ufual 
pcnfion. When the duke of Auflria could not draw 
Edward into a war againft the king, he engaged 
his father the emperpr Frederick to propofc an ac- 
commodation with his majefly. 

At 
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At the fainie time, as Frederick's embafladors 
eHue intx> France to treat of a peace, there came 
Qitbers alTo from Matthias Corvin king of Hun- 
gary, to propofe to his niajefty a league againft the 
Turks. 

Lewis fent Armand de Cambray as far as Me(s 
to meet the embalTadors, under a pretence of (hew- 
ing them the greater honour, but in reality to get 
out of them the fccret of their inftruftions before 
their arrival. Cambray was a very proper perfoA* 
for this commiffion. He had foHowed feveral em- 
^loynficnts, like thofe who have nothing but fortune 
in view, and who think all ways of obtaining it 
equally indifferent, and was accounted the moft 
dextrous in forgery of any man in hFs time. It was 
he, who<:ontrived the bulls in the name of Calixtus 
HI. which allowed the count of Arraagnac to mar- 

S' hb Mer. His talents being too well known at 
ome to be any longer of fervice to him in that 
court, he. refolvcd to come into France to excrcife 
them there. As the king, according to his diflfe- 
rent views, employed all forts of people, he received 
Cambray JFavourably enough, and gave him a com- 
miffion to confer with the minifters of the emperor • 
and the king of Hungary. 

Matthias Corvin had pafled from'a prifon to the 
throne} inftrufted by adverfity, he thereby be- 
came more deferving of a crown 5 in learning to 
fufFer he learnt alfo to compaffionate and relieve the 
unfortunate ; by being a proteSor of literature, 
which renders heroes immortal, he encouraged au- 
thors to write by his generofity, and employed 
them by his actions. His life was a continued feries 
of viftories. He had kept his ground againft the 
united forces of Poland and Bohemia ; had trium- 
phed over the emperor Frederick III. and gained 
fuch advantages over Mahomet IT. the terror of the 
chrifiians, as lead him to form the project for over- 
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turning the Ottoman empire. And willing to di- 
vide the glory of the enterprize with Lewis XI. Ibe 
propofed to him to join their forces. But Lewis en- 
feebled by difeafes, always dif&dentof the event of 
arms, and defirous of fettling peace in his own king- 
dom, declined to enga^ in a foreign war. 

The embafladors of Frederick flattered themfelves 
with greater fuccefs in their negotiation, and ima- 
gined that the name of the emperor would lAipofe 
upon the king ; but it was not long before they 
underftood, that tho' his majefty defired peace, he 
refolved to be matter of the conditions ; and thus 
they returned without concluding any thing. 

Maximilian finding, that he could not abfolutely 
engage Edward in the war, and that the emperor's 
attempts upon the king had proved inefFe(3ua], was 
himfelf obliged to defire a prolongation of the truce ; 
notwithftanding which there pafled fome a£b of 
hoftility, either thro* want of fincerity, or the li- 
centioufnefs which a long war and troops ill payed 
ufually carry with them. 

Before the truce was figned Lewis had 
yfpriL already given orders to take the field. He 

had raifed a body of fix thoufand Swit- 
zers in the place of the Frank-archers, whom he 
had broke ; every parifh was to pay four livres ten 
fols a month inftead of fupplying a Frank-archer. 
TJie gentlemen penfioners were all fummoned, and 
fuch as were unwilling to ferve according to the 
proclamation, were excufed for the payment of a 
certain fum. As foon as the truce was prolonged, 
the king remitted the fums the gentlemen were to 
pay for their non-attendance, and gave back to all 
his fubjefb the taxes raifed for the fupport of the ar- 
tillery. 

The whole advantage, that Maximilian gained 
from his intrigues was a defenfive league with the 

duke 
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duke of Britany againft the king. The 
duke engaged to fupply Maximilian ^p, i6. 
with fix thoufand archers, and to pay 
two thoufand of them for four months, and in 
cafe the king fhould dye, to attempt to recover 
from his fucceflbrs whatever had been taken away 
from the duke and duchefs of Auftria. By this 
treaty we learn, how valuable the king's life muft 
have been to France. 

The duke of Britany made alfo a 
treaty with Edward of far more dan- JUay lO. 
gerous confequence to the kingdom. 
They figned a contradl of marriage between the 
prince of Wales and Anne the eldeft daughter and 
heir of the duke of Britany. If Anne dyed before 
{he was married, the prince of Wales was to marry 
Ifabell the younger fifter, or any other daughter 
that the duke (hould then have ; as Anne or I(abell 
was to marrv the.fecond fon of Edward, in cafe the 
prince of Wales fiiould dye before the marriage was 
confummated. Britany could not be united to Eng- 
land ; but if the prince of Wales had feveral chil- 
dren, the eldeft was to be king of England, and 
the fecond duke of Britany, he was to bear the 
arms and the title, and conftantly to refide there. 
The duke renounced every other alliance, and en- 
gaged to enter into no other without Edward's con - 
fent. 

In the mean time his majefty being informed that- 
Reignier duke of Lorain was attempting to enter 
into Provence by means of the Venetians, gave or- 
ders that a ftriiSt enquiry (hould be made after all 
fuch as might carry on bufinefs in Provence, and 
that neither Lorainers, Germans, nor Venetians 
ihould be fufFered to pafs into it for fear of furprize. 

The affair which at this time more particularly 
engaged his majefty*s attention, was the fupport of 
his claim to the duchy of Bar and Lorain. There 

h9id 
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had been confiderable conferences at Barle Due be- 
tween the king's commiffioners and thofe of Yolan- 
de, and Reigiiier of Lorain, without being abfe^ 
to come to any agreement. Lewis did not care 
that the emperor £bouId have cognifance of this 
affair, and propofed to require arbitrators of the 
pope, or any other prince whom the parties fliould 
agree upon. 

The king was always careful to obferve the forms 
of law, not fo much with a view to fubjeA him- 
felf to them, as to give a greater degree of authorrfy 
to his pretentions. He ordered the conveyance 
which queen Margaret had made him of all her 
right to Lorain to be carefully examined by the 
moft able lawyers in Paris and Mentz, in order to 
bave it drawn up in the beil form imaginable, in 
cafe they found any defedt in what (he had done. It 
was farther enquired, whether the demand ought to 
be made in the king's name, or in the name of 
queen Margaret. And it was refolved, that the 
afiion (hould be brought in his own name, left up- 
on the intervening death of Margaret it (hould be 
neceffary to begin the whole proceeding afreffa. 

Lewis next propofed to his council to condder, 
whether it would not be advifeable for him to alter 
his fign manual, which he (aid was counterfeited by 
the duke of Auftria, The council were of opinion, 
that it ought not to be altered, for fear of giving of- 
fence to (uch as already had letters patents, treaties, 
grants or notes, and who might be apprehenfive 
that thefe titles would hereafter be called in queftion ; 
befides the new fignature was as capable of being 
counterfeited as the former, if that indeed had been 
really counterfeited. At the fame time it was or- 
dered, that the king fhould fign nothing either re- 
lating to the finances or otherwife, which ihould 
not ^counter-figned by a fecretary, without which 
it Oxould be of no effe£t } that a feal made on pur- 

w)fe 
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ipok might Either be added to it ; and that the Se- 
cretaries fhould have a falaiy, that they might take 
nothing for their difcharges. * 

At this time there prevailed a controverfy equally 
ferious and friTolous, which had fprung up in the 
ichools, and made a confiderable noife in the world. 
It was the diipute between the Nominalifts and the 
Reafifts. This conteft was carried on with the 
greater warmth, as neither fide well underftood the 
meaning of each other. Each party thought, or 
would have had others think, that religion wa» 
concerned in the difpute, and injured by their ad- 
vcrfaries. TTie bifliop of Avranches, the king's 
coafeflbr, was a Realift, and procured them a coun- 
tenance which they abufed againft the Nominalifts. 
And thefe on the other hand raifed to themfclves a 
kind of reputation from being on the perfecuted 
fide* The king, who by his confefibr^s perruafion- 
bad at firft decmred for the Realifls, and had caufed 
the books of the NominaltAs lo be nailed down and 
chained in the libraries, upon finding that he could 
not this way reftore peace, ordered tliem this year to 
be unchained^ This di^te venifiied like feveral 
others, which end in contempt, when (iipported 
only by pvffioA and ignorance. 

Lewis this year confirmed the privileges and fta- 
tutes of the nmverfity, which he had founded at 
Caen» He removed that of Dole to Befancon, and 
granted the inhabitants of that city aH the privileges 
enjoyed by the Parifians, in confideration of their 
having put themfelves under his proteftion* 

The ftates of Languedoc having granted the king 
ene hundred and fourfc6re and eight thoufand 
livres, upon condition that thetax fhould be laid in* 
di#cremly upon all perfons, whether privileged or 
not, his majefty e?eempted from it the clergy who lived 
clerically, and the gentry who lived noMy, that is, 
^ch as were in the fervice, or who by their age or 
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ill health were incapable of ferving any longer. He 
did not look upon. any perfons as gentlemen, nor 
even as citizens, who were ufelefs to the fociety. 

The more his health decayed, the more he took 
pain$ to engage mankind to talk of him ; and as 
if the common bufinefs of the kingdom had not 
been fufBcient to employ him, he was continually 
contriving new means to draw the attention of the 
publick upon him. He departed from Tours in the 
beginning of fummer, and made a progrefs thro' la 
Beauce ; from thence he went into Normandy to 
review a camp of ten thoufand men, which reached 
from Pont de TArche to Pont S. Pierre. The fol- 
diers were intrenched, and kept as ftri(S a guard, as 
tho* they were in fight of the enemy. Hfercthc 
king continued feven days, and by the expence of 
this camp would eftimate how much it would coft 
him to keep up an equal or a fuperior army ; he 
ft rove to make it believed that he had great defigns 
in view, and that he was in a condition to execute 
them. 

Lewis returning to Tours went with 
Jufy 13. the queen to pay his devotions at the 
tomb of S. Martin. Thefe devotions he 
continued for feven days, and every day gave one 
and thirty crowns in gold, which was his ufual of- 
fering, when he vifited a church, or heard mafs 
with the queen. On the feaft of the afTumption 
his offering was thrice as many crowns, as he was 
years old. 

The defire he had to exercife his authority made 
him turn out the procureur-general St. Romain, 
and advance Michael d« Pons to his office. St. 
Romain's crime was the oppofition he made in the 
affair of the pragmatick fan£tion, and in others, 
where his duty and the welfare of the ftate were 
concerned. 

At 
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At the lame time by the advice of Doyac gover- 
nor of Auvergnc, the king ordered the * grands 
/curs to be held in that province, to judge the feve<^ 
ral cauies belonging to Auvergne, the Bourbonnois, 
the Nivernoisy Foret, Beaujolois, Lyonnois, and la 
Marche. Doyac's defigti was under this pretext to 
revenge the particular injuries, which he pretended 
he had received. 

Doyac was one of thofe perfons, upon whom for- 
tune exercifes the extravagance of her caprices. 
From an obfcure original he made his way into the 
world by the dint of impudence. He attempted to 
fignalize himfelf by attacking the fervants and even 
the perfon of the duke of Bourbon. Neither the 
duke's high birth, nor his virtue, nor the fervices 
he had done to the ftate could fecure him from ca- 
lumny ; or rather thefe very accomplifhments gave 
encouragement to the alTurance of Doyac. He had 
taken notice of the king's jealouiy againft all the 
great men, and obferved that conuderable fervices 
had fomctimes rather raifed his fufpicions than his 
acknowledgment. Notwithftanding all the devices 
of Doyac, the duke of Bourbon was acquitted of 
the imputations laid to his charge *, but his enemy, 
tho' too vile even to bear that name, efcaped with 
impunity. He became one of the king's favourites. 
His majefty chofe (bmetimes to make ufe of perfons 
of no rank, whom he could employ at pleafure, or 
lay afide without hazard, the inftruments of caprice 
and injuftice, who bear the weight of the publick 
hatred, and are facrificed to it without confequence. 

Doyac 

* TYit grands jours were a fort of afTifes or folcmnities, 
which were hell from time to time by the king's commir-. 
fion, in the provinces the moft remote from parliaments. 
The objeft of the grands jours was an enquiry into the 
abufes, which might have efcaped the notice •! the par- 
liament. 
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Doyac was made goYcmor of Amrergne, and 
tyrannized over tbofe who ought to have been his 
mafters. The contempt they had for hb perfon 
made them freqaently forget the rtfiptA that was 
dae to his place ; and his infolefice dcew upon bim 
fijch reproaches, as muft bare made bim recoiled 
himfelf, if thofe who once forget tfacmfelves were 
capable of recolledion. 

As he could neither make hnn&If cAeemed or re- 
fpeded, he ftrove to make bimfislf feared, and to 
this end advifed the holding of tiiegrtmb 
Sipt. 3* j^rs. They were opened at Montfer* 
rand, the count de Montpenfier a prince 
of the blood, * Matthew de Nanterre, two maftcfi 
of the requefl^, feveral counfellors, and Doyac, be* 
ing appointed his mi^efty's commiffiooers. 

' After the difcuffion of feveral points, a decree was 
given for the reparation of the wrongs done to Doyac 
by the injurious fpeeches, which had been uttered 
againft him ; but the honour is already loft, which 
ftands in need of being repaired ; Doyac was not at 
all the more refpefied, but was far more hated. 
After the death of Lewis XL being: convided of 
having been an accomplice in the crime for which 
Dain was hanged, he was fentenced to lofe hisears, 
was whipt at Paris, then atMontferrand, the place 
of his birth and theatre of his pride, that thofe who 
had been the vidims of bis infolence might be alfo 

the 

* Matthew de Nanterre defcendcd from an antient fa- 
mily, which derived its name from the village of Nan- 
terre, was premier prelident of the parliament at Paris. 
In 1465 the king made an exchange of places between 
two perfon s of fiifficient merit to defervc any poft what- 
foever. He gave that of Matthew to John Dauvet pre- 
mier prcfident of Touloufe, and that of Dauvet to Mat- 
thew de Nanterre. This gei.deman was afterwards re- 
called to Paris, and accepted the place of fecond prelident 
without fcruple, as judging that the dignity of places 
depends wholly upon tVie \iii\ic o^\\k,ofe v^Y^a ^v\it:ai. 
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the witneiles of his dirgrace^ and then was baniflied 
the kingdom. His life was probably pardoned, that 
be might remain a living monument of infamy. 
He afterwards found means to recover his eftate, in 
Goniideration of his having conveyed the artillery of 
ChadesVnL into Italy. 

The affair of Reignier d'AIen9on count of Perche 
made a ftill greater noife than the grands jours of 
Auvergne. This unhappy prince had no other 
crime than that of being the fon of an offending 
father. He had been brought up in the court, and 
had always continued faithful to his majefty. He 
was one of his followers in the war for the publick 
good, though his father had privately favoured the 
oppofite party. The duke of Alen^on paffing after- 
wards into Britany, the count of Perche had no 
(bare in his revolt, but -gave up Alen90n to the 
king. And yet though he had never fwerved in 
the leafl from his duty, he was included in the par- 
don granted to his father. This he complained of 
as an injury, without forefeeing that it would be one 
day prejudicial to him. 

Under pretence that the count's domeilicks had 
committed certain &ults, they took away his pen- 
fions, and kept back part of the lands, which ought 
to have been reftored to him, and fought to vex him 
upon every oecafion. The count highly complained 
of it, and charged John Daillon, count du Lude, 
with doing him ill offices with the king. 

Du Lude is reprefented by Commines, Gaguin, 
and others, as a man ^yho wanted integrity, and too 
wavering in his difpofition. Having his fortune 
folely in view, he had frequently changed fides, and 
never adhered to any party but through intereft. 
He was reflored to the king s favour merely through 
his majefly's eafinefs in paffing over offences, though 
he did not always punifh with juf^ice. What mo- 
tive du Lude had to differve the count of Perche we 
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do not know, unkfs he hoped for fome confifcation; 
«y t however he took upon himfelf the office 

/*v • of laying him under an arrreft, and car- 
ried him to Chinon. 

The count was fliut up in an iron CEige for three 
months, without receiving any vidhiak but through 
the grate. The chancellor Doriole, du Lude, John 
dos roteaux prefident in the parliament of Burgun* 
dy, counfellor Baudot, and Falaifeau lieutenant of 
the Bailly of Touraine, were commiffioned to pro- 
ceed againft him. 

The crime whereof they accufed the count of 
Perche was an attempt to retire into Britany. He 
owned the charge, and faid that the fear of lofing 
his life or liberty had induced him to think of it 
The commiffioners being rather parties againft him 
than judges, took pains to find out fomething cri- 
minal in his condudl. They took into cuflody John 
baftard of Alenjon, Jane of Alen^on the count's 
natural fifter, and wife to the lord of St. Quintin, 
John Sahur, and Mace de la BefGere a fervant of the 
count, and examined them all ftri£Uy in hopes of 
finding fomething againft him. 

Jane of Alenfon depofed, that la Beffiere had 
told her, that if the king died, the princes and 
lords would all be divided into parties, and that the 
count of Perche would join with the dukes of Or- 
leans and Britany. La Beffiere denied this difcourfe, 
and perfifted in the denial, tho* put to the queftion 
for a crime as trifling, as ill fupported. Sahur, in- 
ftead of accuHng the count, faid that he had always 
heard him blame the rebellion of the duke of Bri- 
tany. 

The baftard of Alenfon alone declared himfelf 
culpable by his difpofition. He owned that he had 
faid to the count of Perche, that if he had the king 
Jby himfelf in a foreft, he would fbb him to the 
heart, and that the count had \cry much blamed 

him 
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him for talking in fuch a manner. The count re- 
plied, that he did not recolIe£l he had heard any fucb 
difcourfe. But though this depofltion was abfolutely 
to the advantage of the count, they attempted to 
turn every thing that had been faid to his prejudice. 
60 that his highnefs obferving the cunning and par- 
tiality of the commiffioners, pleaded the rights of his 
birth and peerage, and after a long feries of perfecu- 
tions was given up into the hands of the parliament. 
He was then brought to his trial with all the or- 
der and formality that was requifite. The parlia- 
ment defirous either to punifh him if guilty, or ab- 
folve him if innocent, applied to the king upon the 
count's demanding to be tried by his peers. • The 
king declared that by the grant of pardon the count 
of Perche had renounced all the privileges of peerage, 
in cafe he became a criminal. And thus by accufihg 
him unjuftly, they farther abufed a pardon, which 
he had never flood in need of. 

The trial was drawn out into length, and not 
ended till the year after,, on the twenty-fecond of 
March 1482. The parliament not caring to offend 
the king, left he faould nominate other judges, and 
unwilling to condemn an innocent perfon, declared, 
that the count of Perche having been made and detained 
a prifoner upon good and juft caufe for the faults andaSis 
of dijobedience by him committed againji the king, jhould 
afk his majejiy*s mercy and forgivenefs^ and fiwuld fo~ 
Urrmly promife and fwear well and truly for the future 
to ferve and obey his majejly againji all per font whatfo- 
ever ; that he Jhould neither direlfly nor indireSlly com- 
pafs any thing contrary to the klng^ or his kingdom^ under 
pain of being detrived of all honours^ privileges and pre^ 
rogatpues whatfoever^ and other legal penalties 'y and that 
he Jhould give his majejly good fecurity and caution^ that 
he would make good and fulfil all the faid engagements^ 
and that till they were fo fulfilled he Jhould Jlill be de- 
tainedinprifon\ and farther for a greater fecurity his 
Vol. II. O mo^ej^i 
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majijh JhouU of bis own authority put guards anitfpcm 
into the places and caftks^ which were in the fojfijfion rf 
the /aid Riigmer ofAlenfon at the time he wasfaft im' 
prifoned. 

As foon as the duke of Britany heard that the 
count of Perche was taken into cuftody for an at- 
tempt to retire into Britany, he made no queftioa 
but the king would foon fall upon bimfelf. He knew 
that his majefly was well informed of the treaty be 
had made with the duke of Auftria, and of the pro- 
jefi^ of marriage between the princefs Anne and the 
prince of Wales. Under tbefe circum- 
OSfober. ftances he engaged Maximilian to let the 
king know by an herald, that if be car- 
jied the war into Britany, it would be a breach of 
the truce. At the fame time he fent Coetquen hit 
grand maitre-d'hotel and Blanchet his iecretary, to 
give an anfwer to all the king's demands. 

The embafladors brought with them 
Dec. i« a letter, wherein the duke of Britany 
acknowledged his majefty's rights, defi* 
red a delay of two years for paying the homage of 
Chantoce, befought him to reftore the plate, which 
had been feized at Pont deCe, and to grant him the 
falt-chambier of Montfort, with free pafTage for his 
wine. Coetquen's difcourfe was a bare repetition of 
the duke's letter. Blanchet then fpoke of the mat- 
ters in difpute, defired the king would nominate 
commiiSoners to fix the limits of the two eftates, 
and reftrain the proceedings of the officers of juftice 
on both (ides. 

His majcfty ordered the embafladors to wait for 
his anfwpr at the cardinal of Albi's. Two hours 
after Picard bailly of Rouen came to tell them in 
his majcfty's name, that he had given order to re- 
ftore the duke of Britany his plate, though it had 
been juftly confifcated ; and that his majefty being 
refolved to do juftice to his fubje^^^ exfeded the 

dulce 
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duVe would do the fame to his own. The cardinal 
of AIbi then complained, that the duke ofBritany 
had charged the king with having entered into z 
treaty with the baftard of Britany for the furrendry 
of the town and caftle of Nantes. This fa£t the 
eml^afTadbrs formally denied. Coetquen then de« 
fired to fee the king, but was told that the bufineft 
his majefty was at that time engaged in would not 
permit it. 

The next morning Eflanville the king's maitre- 
d'hotel waited upon the^mbafladors, and told them^ 
that his majefty granted the duke the falt-chamber 
ofMontfort, and free pafTage for his wine ; and that 
as to the homage of Chantoce, his majefty would 
fend a proxy to receive it. Coetquen again defired 
that he mignt have leave to fee the king, and being 
refufed, immediately fet forward on his journey. 

The king's health feniibly decayed, and made all 
about him apprehenfive of his death; 'tis faid, that 
he was fuhjeft to the epilepfy. After a violent fit, 
which he had at Tours, and for which Commines 
and du Bouchage paid his vows to St. Claude, he 
every month made a conftant offering of an hundred 
and twenty crowns in gold to that abbey. 

His majefty being perpetually weak and feint, pre- 
fumed not to-fliew himfelf in publick ; or if at any 
time he was obliged to it, he aflFeded to appear mag- 
nificently drefled, by that means hoping to conceal 
his condition. The fear of death notwithftanding 
gained the afcendant over his fear of appearing fick. 
He ordered publick prayers to be put up for his 
health, at a time when to conceal his we^knefs he 
underwent greater bodily labour, than his ftrength 
would admit of^ 

The late harvefts hiad been very bad by means of 

the fains and inundations. The little river of 

Bievre had fuddenly fwelled to fo great a degree, as 

ai noft entirely to dcftroy the FauxbourgSt. Mar- 

O 2 ' . ^^^ 
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eel, and carry off two or three thoufand perfons. 
The ravages made by the Loire were nolefs terrible. 
The king exempted from taxes for feveral years the 
greater fuf&rers, and apprehending that fomine 
might be the confequence of fo many misfortunes, 
prohibited all exportation of corn and wine, caufed 
the ftore-houfes to be opened, and the markets to be 
fiipplied. 

Lewis in fine faw the laft prince of the 
Dec. ir. fecond houfe of Anjou expire in the pcr- 

fon of Charles count of Provence. Of 
the three branches formed by the three brothers of 
king Charles V. there was left only the count of Ne- 
vers, whar was very old, and had only daughters. 
Charles count of Provence was the fon of Charles 
count of Maine, brother to the late queen the king's 
mother. He was firft called count of Guife, after- 
wards duke of Calabria, and at laft count of Pro- 
vence. Having no children, he fought to fecure 

the tranquillity of the province by unite- 
Dic. 10. ing it to the crown by will. He con- 

ftituted Lewis XL his univerial heir, 
and after him the kings his fuccefTors, befeeching 
his majefty to deal kindly with his fubjedb of Pro- 
vence, and fupport them in the prefervation of their 
laws and privileges. He gave feveral legacies to his 
natural brother Lewis of Anjou, and left the 
vifcounty of Martigues to Francis of Luxembourg 
his coufin german. He was interred in the metro- 
politan church of Aix, to which he bequeathed two 
thoufand crowns in gold. 

I-^wis was fo fpeedily informed of the death of the 
count de Provence, that within eight days after, 
Palamede de Fourbin was nominated^ to take poflef- 
fion of that county, with the fulleft powers, fuch as 
Lewis ufually gave, when he defired a prompt ex- 
pedjltion. The duke of Lorain thought this an ad- 
ra/2fageous opportunity to raife an infurreflion in 
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Provence, but the malecontehts were foon difperfcd 
by the vigilance of Fourbin. Francis of Luxem- 
bourg is faid to have had a (hare in the plot ; but to 
remove all fufpicion he gave up the vifcounty of 
Martigues, which Charles had devifed to him, and 
the king immediately granted it to Fourbin. This 
territory, however, has fince been returned to the 
houfe of Luxembourg. 

Lewis applying almoft folely to folid proje£k, 
which he was fure to execute, dropt the pretenfions 
which Charles left him to the kingdoms of Naples 
and Sicily. As he was convinced, that diftant wars 
were always fatal to a ftate, and that the proper in- 
creafe of a kingdom was bjr acquifttions in the ad« 
joining neighbourhood, he gave himfelf no &rther 
concern in the affairs of Italy, than the glory 0^ 
himfelf and his allies required. 

The flates of Italy were all divided and armed 
againft each other, when the fear of the Turk obliged 
them to think of their defence againft the com- 
mon enemy. The terror of the Ottoman arms, 
the viAories of Mahomet 11. and the conqueft of 
Otrantum, expofed all Italy to danger, if death had 
not put a ftop to the conqueror's deiigns. Alphon- 
fus, fon to the king of Naples, then undertook to 
drive the Turks out of Italy, and laid fiege to 
Otrantum. The enterprize was bold, the place de- 
fended by five thoufand Janiffaries accuftomed to 
conquer, the fiege long and terrible, the affault and 
defence equally vigorous, and the fallies frequent and 
bloody. The Bafha Achmet attempted by all pof- 
fible means to fuccour the place. Al- 
phonfus loft before it the choice of his Sept. 30* • 
infantry, but made himfelf mafter of the 
town. There were no more than 2000 Janiflaries 
left alive, who made their efcape, as not daring to 
truft to a capitulation after the cruelties they had 
commltttd. Italy, France, and all Cbriften- 
O J. ^««w 
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dom had a (hare in that happy event 
^ug, 28. Alphonfus king of Portugal died thb 

year in the caflle of Cincra. After 
having been the terror of the Moors in Africa, he 
fufFered.all the difgraces of war in Europe. His 
misfortynes fucceeding his profperity made the great- 
fr injpreffion upon him, and (hortened his days. 

This year Lewis XI. coni|:leted the fettlemcntof 
the pofts. We have already obferved, that he had 
made ufe of them upon occafion of the dauphin's ill- 
xieis, and in affairs of (late. He at laft permitted 
private perfons to enjoy fo ufeful an eftablifhment. 



B O O K X. 



/ r482. np HOUGH Lewis XI. took more .' 
Eaftevy \} !^^^. ordinary pains to remove;. .= 

Jpril*]. > . the appirebeiuioii8;:sof dbub Mi \ 

.had conftantly before his eyes, b&'WGAiM 
fometimes dwell upon the idea in fo lively a manner, 
as if he. had a mind to render the image 
^Jan. 2^. familiar to himfelf. He made an agree- 
ment with Conrard de Coulogne a gold- 
fmith, and Lawrence Wrin a founder, to ereft his 
tomb for a thoufand crowns in gold. He himfelf 
^xed upon the form, dimenfions, and ornaments of 
It, He required .that a figure refembling himfelf 
ihould be placed upon it, the lineadients whicb his 
difeafe had altered being corrected notwrthfianding 
by the pi<Slures, which had been formerly, drawn of 
him. 

i He exprefTed upon every occafion great difquietude 
as to the flate of his confcience. He ordered an 

enquiry 
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enquiry to be made, whether the commiffions he 
had granted had not been abufed. He laid before 
the parliament the oath he had taken at his confe- 
cration, and fent with it the following letter : 

Our trufty and well-bebved^ we here fend you a copy 
of the oaths we took at our acceffton to the crown^ and as 
we are defirous to obferve them, and do juflice to every 
wiiy we befeech you^ and at the fame time exprefsly com- 
mand you, to have fuch a regard to them, that no caufe 
of complaint may arifefrom you, nor any burden be laid 
on our confcience. 

The refpe£l: which the parliament owed to the 
king, did not hinder them from oppofing him fome* 
times with a great deal of liberty. His majefty 
having publifbed an edi£l concerning corn, without 
]aying it before the parliament, they not only re- 
monftrated ag^inft it, but declared it nulL The 
king had granted the county of Ligny to the ad- 
miral of Bourbon ; this grant was not enregiftrcd 
by the parliament 'till after feveral letters of juffion. 
And yet the county of Ligny was no part of the de- 
mcfnes, and the king had difpofed of it once before 
in favour of la Tremoiiille, • 

The parliament alfo pafled an zQ, this year, 
which though it did not concern the king was not- 
withftanding fomewhat extraordinary. In 1479 
Rochechouard bifhop of Saintes had been condemned 
to pay a fine for the ufe of the Hotel-Dieu, the 
Carthufians, and the convents. The prelate delay- 
ing to pay it, notwithftanding the complaints of 
thole who were to reap the advantage of it,- was 
thrown into prifon upon the judgment of the procu- 
reur*general, and not fuiFered to have his liberty 
till he had complied with the' decree. 

Lewis, tho' formidable to his enemies, and reve- 
renced! by all Europe, was a flave to bis phyfician. 
James Coittier, a native of Poligny in Franche- 
comte, and chief phyfician to Lewis XI. was the 
O 4 \s>si^ 
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moft greedy and infolent man in the world. Proud 
of his (kill in his profeffion, or rather of the need 
his mafter thought he had of him, he tyrannized 
over him, and never fpoke to him but in a manner 
moft cruelly and fcandaloully arrogant. He abufed 
the afcendant he had over him to extort from him 
whatever he pleafed, not fo much requiring it of 
him, as imperioufly ordering it, and by threatening 
to leave him. Ikmw^ fayed he, you will one momh^ 
fend for me^ as you have done others^ but 1 vow to God 
joujhall not live eight days after it, 

Lewis, looking upon Coittier as the arbiter of 
his da)rs, neither durft reply to him, nor refufe to 
give him. His fixed falary was ten thoufand 
crowns a month, without reckoning in his extraor- 
dinary gratifications. It appeared by the trcafurcr'i 
accounts, that Coittier received in Icfs than eight 
months ninety-eight thoufand crowns. The king 

fave him the lordfhips of Rouvre near Dijon, of 
t. Jcan-de-Laune, of BrufTay in the vifcounty of 
AufTone, of St. Germain-en- Lay e, and of Triel, 
with the wardenfhip of the Palais and all its de- 
pendences. He was made v ice- prefident, and after- 
wards prcmier-prefident of the chamber of accounts, 
notwithftanding the remonftrances of that court. 
He daily received new donations, the monuments 
of his own greed inefs and his matter's weaknefs. 
After the king's death Coittier was called to ac- 
count for the immenfe fums he had received, but 
he got ofF by paying a fine of fifty thoufand crowns, 
and lived quietly with the reft. 

Neither the bufinefs which his majefty had upon 
his hands, nor his particular uneafinefTes, hin^fered 
him from looking conftantly abroad. After the 
death of his fifter the duchefs of Savoy, be took a 
particular care of the young duke Philbert. He 
had committed the infpeftion of that prince to It 
ChsimbtQ SL gentleman of Piedmost, whom he 
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Jbnew to be a man of refolution, and capable of op- 
pofing the deligns of Philbert's uncles. La Cham-* 
fare's refolution degenerated into haughtinefs. H« 
filled Savoy with troubles, and kept his mafter in a 
manner prifoner. 

The king being convinced of the juftice of the 
complaints made againfl la Chambrei ordered Philip 
of Savoy to take him into cuftody. 
Philip feized on la Chambre, kept him Fei^ 

prifoner, and conduced duke Philbert to 
Grenoble. Commines and Hocheberg marfhal of 
Burgundy, the uncle of Philbert by Mary of Savoy 
his wife, went thither to receive him, and brought 
him to Lyons,^ where he dyed within 
two months of feventeen years of age, Jpr. 2l»- 
having merited no other title than that 
of a hunter. He was fucceeded by Charles his^ 
brother. As this prince was under age, his uncle 
Philip claimed the guardianihip ; but this waft 
refufed him, as being the immediate fucceflbr of 
his nephew. He was even obliged to quit the 
country of Savoy. 

Whilft thefe things paffed, Lewis fet forward to- 
accdmplifh a vow, which Commines and du Bou^ 
chage had made for him to St. Claude. The ac- > 
complifhment of this vow ferved only to dimini(h 
his health, which was the objc<9: of it. His firft 
oiFering to St. Claude was one thoufand fi^ve hundred 
crowns in gold, and the fecond five 
hundred. He gave a rent-charge of Jpr, 20w. 
four thoufand livres for the foundation 
of a Mafs. It would be too long to recite alt the 
foundations that he made. Every church had a 
fhare in his donations. The greateft fart of the 
demefnes were this way difpofed of; and had he 
lived a few years longer, the revenues of the king- 
dom would have pafled into the churchmen'is hands. 
The ofierings of this year by the fingle account of 
'O5 B^iv^^ 
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Bidaut general of the finances amount to forty-nine 
thoufand livres, that it is by no means furprizing, 
the parliament fhould oppofe fo many alienations. 

The manner of life, which Lewis XI. had led, 
might well create in him remoi*fe of conicience, but 
his difeafe had highly augmented it, and fometimes 
made him carry his (cruples too far. He repented 
for having detained cardinal Balue and the bifliop of 
Verdun fo long in prifon i had he judged as a prince, 
he would have blamed himfelf for not making a fe- 
verer example of them. Notwithftanding he (ent 
to delire an abfolution from the pope ; and we may 
reafonably believe it was not refufed him. Sixtus 
IV. ftanding in need of the protedtion of France 
againft Ferdinand king of Naples, ap- 
May, plied himfelf to remove the fcruples of 

Lewis. He gave commiffion to feveral 
prelates to grant him abfolution, fent him a permif- 
fion to eat flefh at ^11 feafons, advifed him to take 
care only of his health, and let him know that be 
had granted indulgences to all fuch as {hould vifit 
the churches to pray for his recovery ; that he looked 
upon the Dauphin as being one day to be the fup- 
port of the church ; that he was defirous of making 
him the churches flandard- bearer ^ and that he 
would fend him a confecrated fword, that he might 
receive the firfl that he bore from the hand of the 
vicar of Jefus Chrifl. 

After fo many benedictions, the pope complained 
of the enterprizes of the king of Naples againfl the 
holy fee. He faid that Ferdinand had declared him- 
felf his enemy ; that he kept a body of Turks in bis 
pay, with whom he had made incuriions as far as 
the gates qf Rome ; but that if his majefly would 
revive his claim to the kingdom of Naples, he fhould 
be fupported by all the forces of the ecclefiaftical 
ftate ; that if he declined to do this, he might at 
leaft oblige Ferdinand to lay down his arms ; or if 

he 
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be continued to make war upon the holy fee, hid 
majefty ought to declare himfelf its defender. The 
pope added, that Ferdinand was in league with the 
Florentines, the duke of Ferrara, and Ludovic 
Sforza the uncle to the young duke of Milan, and 
that the latter had fhut up the duchefs dowager in 
prifon, that he might make an attempt upon the 
life oFhis nephew. 

The pope omitted nothing that might provoke 
the king againft Ferdinand and his allies ; but at 
the fame time took a ftep, which was not altoge- 
ther fo well-judged. Though he was not unac- 
quainted with the king^is refentment towards cardi- 
nal Balue, he notwlthilanding made an apology for 
Rim, and gave him fuch encomiums, as if his mar 
jefty 'had never had a more faithful fervant. Balue, 
who ought to have blufhed for his crimes, and not 
triumphed in his pardon, had the infolence to a(k. 
the king for a recommendation to the pope. 

Not long after Sixtus fent Remond Pcrauld,. 
known fince by the name of cardinal de Gurce, as 
his nuncio to the king ; his inilruAions contained 
exa£Uy the fame with what the pope had already 
(aid to the embafladors of France. The embafTador 
was farther charged to complain to his majefty of 
the archbifhop of Strigf^nia, and demand juuice 
againft him. This prelate was he, who had talked 
with fo much infolence at Rome to the embafTadora 
of France in the affair of the family of Medicis.. 
He had afterwards quarrelled with the pope, and re- 
tired to Bafil, where affuming to himfelf the cardi- 
nal's cap, he had publiflied a manifefto filled with 
inve£lives againft Sixtus, charging him with fimony^ 
homicide, and herefy. He fummoned him to ap- 
pear before the council which he pretended to call 
by his own private authority, and declared- to him, 
that this council affembled in the name of the Holy 
Ghoft Ihould never bceak up, *till it had provided a. 

remedy 
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remedy againft the abufes prevailing in the church, 
and the manners of the court of Rome. 

The pope inlinuated, that thic prelate would not 
have run fuch extravagant lengths, if he had not 
been thrown into prifon for a failure of refped to 
the king in the perfon of his embafladors ; that he 
bad fince preached feveral erroneous dofbines, and 
that his majefly both might and ought to have him 
taken into cuftody. It was not difficult to fee that 
the king's intereft had very little ihare in the pope's 
refentment ; but Sixtus imagined it was eafy to abufe 
his majefty*s weaknefs in cverv thing that feemed to 
have any relation to the churcn or its minifters. As 
the prelate's attempt was a mere extravagance, it fell 
into contempt, which was all that it dderved. 

The king, fo decayed, and dying as he was, 
fcarce daring to fliew himfelf to his fubjefls, was 
notwithftanding the arbiter of all other princes. 
The duchefs of Milan, whom Ludovic Sforza, fur- 
named the Moor, her brother-in-law, had fliut up 
in prifon, in order to feize upon the government, 
found means to convey a man into France with the 
title of embafTador, to implore his majcfly's protec- 
tion. Ludovic, in hopes of founding the difpofi- 
tions of his majefly, fent embafTadors to him at the 
fame time, under a pretence of propofing a marriage 
between Charles duke of Savoy and the princefs of 
Milan, who had been defigned for Philbert. 

The king not caring to fee the miniflers of Lu- 
dovic ordered the chancellor and Halle the attorney- 
general to let them know, that being informed of 
their maflcr's ill defigns, he required that the duke 
of Milan's brother fhould be fent him by way of 
fecurity for the life of the duke, and that Ludovic 
fhould break ofF all alliance with the king of Naples. 
The embafTadors feemed to acquiefce in the kmg's 
demands 3 but the embafTador from the duchefs far- 
ther 
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thcr Jefired that his majefty would fend fomc perfon 
of diftinflion to Milan to afEft in all the councils. 

The king would have had refl: enough all around 
him, if he could have relied upon the truce made 
with the duke of Auftria ; but notwithftanding the 
treaties fubfifting, there were always parties, which 
made incurfions on both fides. 

Whilft Lewis and Maximilian were figning trea- 
ttes and making war upon each other, the &ce of 
affairs was changed by the death of Mary dtiobefs of 
Auftria. This princefs being at Bruges, where ibe 
went a courfing, fell from her horfe, was wounded 
by the fall, * and died within three weeks 
after. Maximilian was the more afflided Ma. 27. 
at her death, as he was a.perfon of no con- 
fideration in himfelf. The citizens of Ghent con- 
tefted with him the right of guardianihip to his own 
children, and let the king know, that they were de- 
lirous of peace, and difpofed to fign it by the mar- 
riage of the dauphin with the princefs of Burgundy ; 
that this opportunity was not to be loft, as the king 
of England propofed to make an alliance with Max- 
imilian, and renounce all others; that if his majefty 
declined to purchafe peace on this condition, the Fie* 
mifli would join with the Englifti againft him. The 
death of the duchcfs of Burgundy fell out, whilft the 
king was making his vifit to S. Claude. The Gan- 
tois immediately fent their deputies to him, but his 
majefty did not at firft declare himfelf openly. Whe- 
ther he did it out of regard to Edward, with whorti 
he had entered into engagements for the marriage of 
the dauphin, or that he was not as yet abfolutcly de- 
termined, but he contented himfelf with a fecret ne« 
gotiation. 

Ta 

* 'Tis faid, that through a falfe modeftv conccalizig 
the place where fhe received the wound, ffie died of a 
gangrene. 
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To obtain a more perfe£l knowledge of the peo- 
ple's dlfpofition, he fent emiflaries into feveral towns 
in Flanders, and particularly to the peo- 
June, pie of Ghent« who had the prince and 

princefs of Burgundy in their hands. 
Lewis had all the reafon in the world to be fatisfied, 
and ftudied only how to conclude the treaty propofed 
to him, and difable Maximilian from croffing his de- 
figns. He refolvcd to make himfelf mafter of the 
town of Aire. He was (lire the Flemifh would not 
eppofe him in \t^ as they knew the duke would ne- 
ver incline to peace, and the marriage of the princefs 
Margaret his daughter, unlefs driven to it by force 
of arms. Lewis kept up a correfpondence in the 
town by means of one Girefme, a dextrous fellow^ 
and fit to carry on an intrigue. He offered Cohem^ 
who commanded in Aire, the (urn of thirty thou* 
fand crowns, and a company of an hundred lances. 
Cohem accepted of the condition ; but to hide the 
plot, marfhal Des Querdes and du Gic 
July 21. laid fiege to the place, and fired upon it 
fo brilkly for eight days, that Cohcm 
fcemed only to furrender to fuperior force. 

The country of Liege was at the fame time the 
theatre of a bloody revolution* William de la 
Marck furnamed the Barbe or boar of Ardenne, had 
owed his education and many great obligations to 
Lewis of Bourbon bifliop of Liege. La Marck, 
who was naturally of a fierce difpofition, unthankful 
for benefits, and haughty upon being favoured, 
broke out into all kinds of violence, ty ran niaied over 
the houfe of his mafter, and killed one of his princi- 
pal officers almoft in his fight. The bifliop was at 
laft obliged to'baniflihim his dominions. La Marck 
took refuge in France, and fignified to the king, 
that if he would furnift him with a body of troops, 
he would fecure a free pafTagc to the French iIto*^ 
the country of Licge^ as often as be had inclination 

to 
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to enter into Brabant. Lewis accepted of the pro» 
pofition, and fupplied him with a company of an 
hundred lances, and thirty thoufand crowns. La. 
Marck meeting. every where with benefaftors, and* 
conftantly returning their kiiidnefs with ingrati- 
tude, was notlong.beforehe difpleafed the king, and- 
^ ^, was dbliged to leave France. He returned. 
-"f^S^J ' into the country of Liege with part ofi 
his troops. He enlifted aU the malecontents, and 
found himfelf at the head of near fifteen hundred 
men, perfons of a refembling chara£ler with their 
commander, and who- by way of diftin£tion were 
all cloathed in red with a boards head embroidered, 
on the fleeve* He then advanced towards Liege, 
and found means to gain over Rouflat and Pavilion, 
the magiftrates of the city. The bifhop at the head 
of 20000 men marched againft the rebels 5 but en- 
tering into a narrow pafs», his troops fell back, be- 
ing either corrupted by the two traitors, or fo feizei 
with a panicky that tiieydurftnot engage with fol- 
diers experienced in fighting. La Marck appeared 
that inftant before the bifhop ; Lewis of Bourbon^ 
faid he, 1 have fought your friendjhip^ and you have n-- 
fufed it me. ht the fame time he cleft his fkull, and 
then ordered him to be ftript, and thrown into the 
Meufe. La Marck immediately entered into Liege,, 
made himfelf mafter of almoft all the country, put- 
ting, all to fire and fword that refufed to fubmit ta 
him, and obliged the canons to ek<ft his fon for 
their bifhop. 

This forced eleftion was foon declared void. 
Two years after la Marck was delivered up to Max-- 
imilian, and beheaded at Utrecht. 

The laft harvefts had been fo bad in France, that 
notwithftanding all the care of the government the 
people fuffered much by famine; and contagious 
difeafes, which are ufually the confequences of it,, 
prevailed iiv all parts of the kingdom. The perfons. 

of 
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of greateft note, who died this year, were Jane of 
France, the king's fifter, and wife to John duke of 
Bourbon ; the premier prefident John Boullangcr, 
Charks de Gaucourt lieutenant to the king in Paris, 
Nicholas Bataille an eminent lawyer; and Martin 
Magiflri, a man of low extra£tioii ^d diftinguilhed 
merit. Befides thefe there died abundance of coh- 
iiderable people, but the morulity principally fell 
upon the commonalty, that part of the fubjefls^ 
which contributes more to the ftrength than orna- 
ment of a ftate. 

The place of premier prefident being vacant by 
the death of John Boullanger was given to James dc 
la Vacquerie, by birth a fubjeft of the houfe of Bur- 
gundy. *Tis faid that 1a Vacquerie fome time after 
receiving edi£b, which he judged inconfiftent with 
the publick welfare, in conjunftion with the parlia- 
ment waited upot» the kin^, and thus addrefTed him- . 
fclf to him ; S/W, we are iere come to give up our com" 
miffions into your hands^ andfuffer whatever your ma- 
jejly Jhall think fit ^ rather than a£f againji our confci^ 
ences. *Tis added, that the king being more afFedled 
with their remonftrances, than offended with thi* 
proceeding of the parliament, recalled or mollifyed 
the edi6b. But this flory does not feem to be very 
well proved. 

The king finding that the time of his departure 
drew nigh, vifited the dauphin at Amboife, and gave 
him inftru£lions in writing, which were afterwards 
regiftered in parliament. He laid before him the 
obligations they both had to God, put him in mind 
of the duties which the title of mofl chriflian king 
required from him, taking his examples of virtues 
from his predeceflbrs, and of faults from his own 
conduft. He (hewed him how dangerous all difor- 
der was in the government, how blameable he was in 
j*emoving the officers, who had fcrved his father in 
the moft difficult times of the monarchy. He ex- 
horted 
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horted him not to commit the fame fault, and ad- 
vifed him to take counfei of the princes of his blood, 
and his great officers, and to keep in thofe whom he 
{hould find in place, and who had ferved worthily 
and ufefully, and to throw out none but fuch as had 
prevaricated, and were legally convifled of it. 

His majefty ordered the dauphin to withdraw a- 
while, and privately reflcfl: upon what he had read 
and heard ; he then had him called in again, and 
made him fwear, that in cafe he fucceeded to the 
crown, he would obferve all the directions that had 
then been recommended to him. 

The king next fent for the duke of Orleans, at 
that time about twenty years of age, and made him 
promife to execute faithfully the orders that fliould 
be given for the tutelage of the young king, and the 
government of the ftate. The duke fwore to ob- 
ferve whatever the king required, and even pafTed 
it into an a£t ; but Lewis was fcarce dead, before 
he broke through all his engagements. 

Lewis continually recommended himfelf to the 
prayers of the moil virtuous perfons in the kingdom.. 
Amongft this number was Helias de Bourdeille, 
whom his piety more than his knowledge had ad- 
vanced, whilft only acordelier, to the bifhoprick of 
Perigueux ; from thence he was tranflated to the 
archbifboprick of Tours, and was one of the princi- 
pal commiffioners nominated to ailift at the trial of 
the abbe de St. Jean d*Angely, that the opinion the 
world had of this prelate's virtue, might remove all 
fufpicions to the prejudice of the judgment that 
fhould be given. 

Lewis having defired Bourdeille to pray to God 
for the recovery of his health, the prelate did not 
confine himfelf to prayers, but took upon him to 
advife his majefty by awakening his fcruples rather 
than quieting them. He reprefented to him, that 
he had much mifufed cardinal Balue and the bifhop 

of 
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of Verdun, and farther gave in a lift of prehtes^ ' 
who thought they had reafon to complain of hi? 
majefty's treatment, fuch as the biihop of Laon the 
conftable's fon, the bifliop of Caftres brother to the 
duke of Nemours, the bifliop of Seez, S. Flour, and 
Coutances, who being allied to his enemies, or un- 
der a£tual engagements with them, had no great 
caufe to complain of being fufpeded. The king 
was much ofFended with the lilJcrty taken by the 
good archbifliop, and let him know by the chancel- 
lor that he intermeddled with more matters than be- 
longed to him, and was not aware of the confc- 
qucnces of what he faid ; that he had defired h's 
prayers and not his advice ; and that he defyed any 
perfon whatfocver to find Juft fault with hiscondu^ 
towards the difTatisfied bimops. The king then af- 
fuming a greaterdegreeof vivacity then ever, ordered 
the chancellor to fummons all thefe prelates, and re- . 
quire an account of their pretended grievances. Ac- 
cordingly they were fummoned^ but the affair ibp-. 
ped there ; in all probability the blihops did not care 
to have any concern in the indifcretion of Bourdeille, .i 
or to enter into judgment with their mailer. 

The chaneellor then vifited the archbijQiop of 
Tours, and repreiented to him, that religion did 
not excufe him from the refpe^ he owed to the 
king y that he had gone beyond the bounds of his 
duty as a fubjed ; and that the utmoft caution ought 
to be ufed in. reprehending princes, not only upon 
account of the refpeA that was due to them, but 
that they might yield fo fiivourable an ear to the 
counfels given, as to profit by them. 

The chancellor wrote to the king, that tbearch- 
bifhop was forry he had difpleafed him, that he had 
never forgotten, nor ever fhould forget, the duty he 
owed him, both as a fubjed and as archbifhop ; that 
he never ceafed to pray and to make others pray for 
the preibrvation of his majefty i and farther that he 
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was brought very low by a long fit of illnefs, but 
that as fuon as he had recovered his ftrength, he 
would give his roajefty an account of his condud. "^ 
This letter compofed the king's mind. I find no 
proof of the fa£k advanced by meflieurs dc St. Marthc, 
that the archbifliop's temporalities were feized on. 

In the mean time the pope, who was the more 
attentive to his own intereft, as the king, feeming 
to negleft his, refufed nothing to the church, made 
preiBng inftances to obtain the counties of Valenti- 
no'is and Diois. But as ev^ry thing was to be feared 
from the weaknefsof a prince tormented with fcru- 
ples, and who fought to get rid of them only by pro- 
fufeneis towards the church ; the chancellor dire£ied 
Halle archbifhop of Narbonne, who had formerly 
been attorney -general, a good prelate and a good' 
citizen, to keep the king upon his. guard agaiaft the 
pope's foUicitations. 

At the fame time the commiffioners of the king 
and the duke of Britany met at Angers, to fettle the 
differences which had arofe between the officers of 
juftice4>elo^gifig to. their refpedive mafters. ^ ThC' 
duke's deputies making^ a great ihew of the irregular 
proceedings of the king's officers, Us majefty's com-^ 
miffiontts anfwered, that before they examined thofe 
grievances^ it would be neceflary to agree upon ^b^" 
Umits; that before they entered into difputes, which 
would take up a great deal of time, his tmjetty^ hud 
complaints to make, for. which he expe£led nnme-' 
diate reparation, and which did not ftand'in* need of 
any eclaircifTement; of this nature werea£ts of dif- 
obedience to the decrees of parliament;: that Chau- 
vin, the chancellor of Britany was actually detained 
in the duke's prjfons, though he had appealed to the 
king's courts, and his majefty had received the ap- 
peal, and ordered him either to be fet at liberty, or 
removed to the king's prifon at Paris and profecu* 
ted there ; that the duke ifaeltercd malcfadlors, and 

particularly 
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particularly the fmugglersof fait, which was of great 
prejudice to the king's cuftoms. The conferences 
thus pai&ng in difputes on both fides, without coming 
to any conclufion, the commiiEoners broke up their 
meeting after having agreed to meet again in De- 
cember to fettle the limits^ 

France has at all times been the umpire of her 
neighbours, and the afylum of unfortunate princes. 
Gem or Zizime, the fecond fon of Mahomet IT. 
pretended to have a greater right to the throne than 
Bajazet his elder brother, as the latter was born in 
the life-time of Amurath their grandfather, whild; 
Mahomet was a fubjecS; and not emperor ; whereas 
Zizime was born, after Mahomet had fucceeded to 
the throne. 

The affeftion of the people fupported the preten- 
fions of Zizime ; but the bafbaw Achmet general 
of the Ottoman troops declared for Bajazet, made 
himfelf mafler of Conftantinople, advanced againft 
Zizime as far as Bithynia, and gave him battle. 
Zizime being defeated fled to the fultan of £gypt« 
He w^ at laft obliged to take refuge in the court of 
the king of Caramania, from whence he pafled to 
Rhodes, and from thence into France. He conti- 
nued there without being admitted to his majefty's 
prefence, at leaft we have no proof of it from the 
accounts of the king's houfliold, which are very ex- 
a£t in the fmalleft particulars relating to the expences 
laid out for embaffadors of foreign princes^ Befides, 
the king in a declining way and greatly altered in 
hisperfon, chofe to abfent himfdf entirely from the 
view of others. He apprehended, that he could no 
otherwife preferve his authority than by governing 
from the moft private part of his retirement, hiding 
himfelf from all eyes, and fuiFering none to fee him, 
but fuch as were abfolutely ncceflary to his fervice. 
The chagrin which devoured him, and the appre- 
hsnfion of lofing his authority ferved only to make 

the 
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the orders he gave the more fevere. This we fee by 
a letter he wrote to the chancellor upon a fubjed of 
no great importance.—— CA^w/tor, you have refufid 
tofign the Utters of Boutilas my mditre-d* hotels . ^ . . , . 
dtfpatch it uponycur life. 

It is to an edi£l: publifhed this year, 
that we muft refer the form of the col- Dec, IJ^. 
lege of the king's fecretaries, as it ftands 
at prefent. This company had been long eftablifhed. 
The preceding kings had granted it large privileges. 
Lewis the XI. did not always take out of this body 
thofe whom he made ufe of to write or counter-fign 
letters patents and other difpatches ; he frequently 
employed others to this purpofe. After the war of 
the publick good, he put out all thofe he had newly 
raifed, confirmed the privileges of the old ones, fixed 
their employment, and gave them freih privileges 
which they ftill enjoy, and fixed their number to 
fifty-nine, whereof the king was to be the fixtieth 
and the head. This edi£l was regiftered the year 
following, and is ftill a ftanding law in all matters, 
wherein the company is concerned. 

The emifTaries, which Lewis maintained in Flan- 
ders, did not foil to let him know, that the people 
in thofe provinces defired peace, and were difpofed to 
fign it by the marriage of the dauphin with the prin- 
cefs of Burgundy ; but that if this circumftance was 
not complied with, there was caufe to apprehend 
they would enter into a league with the Englifh. 
The zeal of the Flemifli for this alliance was fo no- 
torious, that when the governor of Arras fent a 
trumpet to their camp under Aloft, the troops only 
enquired after the dauphin, and exprefled an ex- 
treme defire to fee him. 

As Lewis never ufed greater precaution than in 
the matters he moft defired, he difpatched John 
Guerin his mditre-d*h6tel, to be ftill farther certi- 
fied of the difpofitions of the people of Ghent \ he 
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then began fecrctly to negotiate with Maximilia'tii 
and foon after appointed Crevecceur lord of Querdr^ 
■ Olivier de Couetman his majefty's lieutenant in Ar- 
ras, the premier-preddent la Vacquerie, and John 
Guerin, to be his* plenipotentiaries. 

Maximilian nominated alfo to zGt for him Dauf' 
fay maftcr of requefls to his houfhold, Gort-Rol- 
land penfionary of Bruxelles, James de Steenwerpcr, 
GofTuin abbot of Affleghem, the abbe d'Aumont, 
de Berghes lord of Walhain, Bouvrie, Lannoy, Bak'- 
vf'm deMolembais, de Goy lord of Auxy, and fe- 
veral others. 

The miniilers met at Arras, and agreed upon A- 
moft all the articles of marriage between the dauphin 
and the princefs Margaret, The greateft difficulties 
were upon the manner, whereby the counties of Bur- 
gundy and Artois, and the other territories which 
were already in the king's pofTeifion, fhould be given 
up to him. The king pretended, that thefe provin- 
ces belonged to him of right ; Maximilian and the 
flates would not part with them but as a lot and por- 
tion of the princefs. The plenipotentiaries of France 
demanded the towns of Lifle, Douay, and Orchies, 
which had been given to Philip duke of Burgundy by 
Charles V. only upon condition of reverting to the 
crown in cafe of failure of male heirs, and this cafe 
was aflually arrived. Though the king's right was 
inconteftible. The Flemifli could not confent to 
give up the places to him, which were fituated in 
the midft of their country. The plenipotentiar es 
obferving that the Flemifli would never comply with 
this article, chofe not to break ofF the negotiation, 
but let the king know, that his majefty's right would 
fWl fubfift, which he might hereafter fupport indue 
time and place ; and that the provinces they gave 
up to him, would not only ferve him as a proper ft- 
curity for thofe three places, but would alfo farther 

enable 
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enable him to make himfelf one day the matter of 
them. 

Lewis yielded to their advice, fent Dec. 14. 
them full powers to remove all other dif- 
ficulties, and the peace was figned.* Dec. 23. 

The king immediately fent letters to all the go- 
vernors, bailifis, and fenefchals, to ailemble the 
ftates of their governments in order to ratify the 
dauphin's marriage with Margaret of Auftria. They 
did not even wait till the treaty was figned f befoie 
they demanded the confirmation, which theFIemi(h 
required. He difpatched la Grange bailly of Aux- 
onne to the duke of Bourbon and the count of Ne- 
vers to have their feals according to the model, 
which la Grange carried them. 

Thefe princes made their remonftances to a claufe 
in the treaty, by which the king, in cafe of con- 
travention on his part, difcharged them from their 
oath of allegiance. They urged, that the laws of 
the ftate, which attached them to the king, were 
out of his power. The count of Nevers raifed 
fome other difficulties, and claimed an inconteftable 
right to Brabant,! which hindered him from rati- 
fying the treaty purely and fimply ; for which rea- 
fon he entreated the king not to take it ill, that he 

had 

* I do not relate the treaty, becanfe, as the marriage 
did not take place, it became void. Such as are difpo(cd 
to fee it, will find it in the appendix to the memoirs of 
Commines publilhed by GodefJ-oy, Tom. V. p. 272. 

f *Tis faid in the treaty, that the princes of the blood, 
the peers, the univerfity of Paris, the principal towns, 
cities, and commonalties of the kingdom, the prelates 
and nobility of the coanties of Artois and Burgundy had 
engaged themfelves by their hands and feals to maintain 
this treaty in all its points and articles. 

% The count of Nevers, as a dcfcendant from Phihp 
the bold, had a claim to the faccefiion of this houfe, and 
particularly to Brabant, which Philip the good had ufurp- 
•d from hun. 
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had added in finging it, that he approved the treaty 
without prejudice to his own right. 

The duke of Auftria and the flates of Brabant 
nominated the abbots pf St. Bertin and St. Peter of 
Ghent, John de Berghes lord of Walhain, Lannoj, 
Goy, de la Moire, Rym, Pinnock, Dauffay, and 
Mcrgolles to be their embafiadon. 

They firft came to Paris, and were 
1483. received by the biCbop of Marieilles and 
y^n, 24, the officers of the city. The next mor- 
Eafter ning they were prefent at the 7/ Deum 
Mar. 30. in the church of Notre-Dame, and dined 
at the hotel-de-ville. In fhe evening 
the cardinal of Bourbon gave them a fplendid en- 
tertainment, which was followed by a comedy in 
the tafte of thofe times, that is, a Piece tf morality 
or a droll. The next morning they fet out for 
Tours to wait upon the king. 

In their iirft audience they defired his majeily 
would be pleafed to give the dauphin authority to 
fwear to tlW treaty of peace, to give up to them the 
deeds and fecurities, which had been promifed for 
the accomplifliment of the treaty, to promife that 
the countries given with the princefs as her portion 
ihould be governed according to their own laws and 
cuftoms, that the town of Arras fhould refume its 
antient government, and all the old inhabitants that 
bad been forcibly carried out of it, have leave to 
return thither, follow their profeffions, and recover 
their eftates. The embafTadors farther befought the 
king to withdraw his troops, that the duke of Au- 
ftria might do the fame on his fide ; to recall all 
the French, who ferved under la Marcfc, and affift 
in driving that rebel out of the country of Liege; 
to reftore Frances and Mary of Luxembourg, the 
grand-daughters of the conftable, to their family- 
poffeifionsi to reftore the county of Porcien to 

Philip 
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Philip dc Croy, to give the prifoners their liberty, 
or fet a ranfom upon them. 

The embafladorsmade frefh infiances for confent 
to comprehend the duke of Briuny in the treaty ; 
after which they went to Amboife to pay their com- 
pliments to the dauphin^ and to make him fwear to 
all thefe articles^ and particularly to that which con- 
cerned his nuOTiage with the princefs Margaret, and 
the prefervatioB of the privil^es and cufloms of the 
countries, that were ghren up to him. 

The lord of Beaujeu was with the dauphin, whom 
the king had appointed his tutor and guardian, be- 
ing minded that he (hould difcharge the funfiions of 
his office during his life-time. No body was more 
capable or more deferving of this employment than 
B<»ujeu. Steadfaft, diunterefied, and prudent, 
when he afked advice he did not merely require an 
approbation of his own fentinients. As he had not 
the prefumption to think himfelf well Ikilled. in mat- 
ters wherein he had not been trained up, he wrote 
to du Bouchage to fend him fome learned man of 
the gown, converfant in the matters then under 
agitation, capable of drawing up the neccalGuy deeds, 
and of examining as well thofe which the dauphin 
would be obliged to fign, as thofe which the em- 
bafladors were to give, r 

The dauphin^ authorized by the king,, fwore in 
the prefence of the embaiTadors, , upon the. hoft, 
upon the . true cro&, and upon the gofpels^ to keep 
all the articles of the treaty^ of peace, and of the 
marriage. The embaflkdors then re- 
Jan. 22. turning to the king, his majefty ratifyed 
the treaty, and by an aft dated the 
fame day renounced all pretenfions to the eftates 
yielded to the dauphini He then difmifTed the em- 
balTadors, and prefented them with thirty 
Ffi. 9. thoufand crowns In gold, and five hun- 
dred and fixty marks in filyer, 
Vol, Ih P Picard 
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Picard bail if of Rouen accompanied them as fitr 
.as Paris, and prefented^to theparliament a clofe let- 
ter from the king to have the treaty of peace re- 
giftcrfed. Michael de Pon» prodHreur-general, Gan- 
nay and Le Maitrc attorney* genera), being inform- 
ed of the a£t, by which the king renounced all Us 
pretenfions to the eftates yielded by the treatj of 
peace, made their proteftation, declaring that the 
aft of rendering it they were going to perform couM 
in no wife prejudice the right of the king aind his 
crown, and demanded that their oppofition fhould 
ht regiftered, in order to maintain in due time and 
place the rights of his majefly, which could not now 
be done, confidering the defire his majefly had to 
fee a conclufion given to all.thefe affiiirs. The par- 
liament having admitted this proteftation, they then 
read the kin^s letter, by which he laid the treaty 
before them, with the a&s made in confoquence 
thereof.: 

The day following thcf treaty of peace was pub- 
liQied, but before it was regiftered, they gaveDauf- 
fay, who brought it, the choice of thefe two claufes, 
jie ptifisiretir-general hirtg pre/entj and not cppojingy ox 
the procureur-general hetng prefent and cmjitnttng. 
Dauffay chofc the latter, and they proceeded to rc- 
gifter it. The parliament then faid to the embafla- 
3ors, that as the treaty took in the duke and the eftates 
•fFlandtrf^ no lefs than the imgj and the dauphm^ 
emd their eftates^ it would he proper that the duke^s ra- 
tification Jhould he depofited in the court ; to which 
Dauffay made anfwer, that their demand was rut' 
finable. 

The embafladors having left the city to return 

into Flanders, his majefly ordered a proceffion from 

Paris to S. Denis by way of thankfgiving 

Fik. i8. for the peace, and to implore the pre- 

fervation of the king, the queen, and 

tl)e dauphin. We Icarn from the deliberations had 

ii ■ vpon 
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upon this 'occafion, that the parliament then con- 
fifted of an hundred perfons. 

Some few days after his majefly fcnt embafTadort 
to the duke of Auftria to be prefent at his taking a 
like oath with that which had been taken by him- 
felf, tokeep and obferve faithfully the treaty of peace 
and alliance. 

Lewis XI. though overburdened with affli^Uont^ 
and engaged in affairs of the higbeft confequence, 
notwith&nding extended his care to other parts of 
Europe. 

The troubles of Navarre had begun in 144 1 upon' 
the death of Blanche of Navarre. That queen 
fetting afide by her will the fettlement made bf 
her marriage^contrad, left the crown to her huf- 
band John during life, to the prejudice of her chil- 
dren. But neither the death of king John, nor 
Jthat of liis daughter Eleonore, reflored peace to! the, 
kingdom. It was conftantly divided by fa^ipns* 
The reign of Francis Phoebus, who fucceeded hjs 
grandmother Eleonore, was very Ibort. This 
prince, the fon of Gafton Phoebus and Magdalene 
of France, died in the beginning of this year at fif* 
teen years of age, and. by his will appointed hi^ fif- 
jter Catherine to be his fole heir. 

The king declared himfelf theprote£fcor of Ca- 
therine his grand niece, ahd oppoied the deflens of 
the counts of Ler ins and Beaumont, who would h^yjp 
united Navarre to Arragon and Caftille, which Fer- 
dinand had already in pofieffion. . . , . 

The vifcount of Narbonne, fupported by cardi- 
nal de Foix, and the dukes of Orleans and Britany^ 
took the title of king of Navarre, and tKousht to 
ilraw Over Ferdinand and Ifabeib to his mtereft/ bjr 
jeprefenting to them, that Lewis only fupported 
Catherine to perpetuate his own authori^ in Navar- 
M ; but' Ferdinand efpoufed the caufe of Catherino 
in hopes of flucrying her to his fon John. Lewis 
Ft Xt. 
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XI. and his iifter Magdalene oppofed it. The law- 
ful heirs of this kingdom would ftOl have been m 
efleffion, if Lewis All. had been as great a man as 
n¥» XI. 

In the mean time great preparations were made 
for die marriage of die dauphin. Edward king of En- 
(^d was in fo high indignation at being deceivel 
by Lewis XL and feeing France going to be fiirther 
lengthened by the union of the provinces, whidi 
the princefi Margaret broiq;bt in niarria^;e, tbit he 
died with grief. Others fay that he died of an apo- 
plexy after a hard fit of drinking. There were 
fome alfo, who fufpeAed him to have been poyfon- 
ed ly hb brother Richard duke of Gkiiicdler. 
The crimes which Gloucefter committed both be-, 
fore and fince, tender thefe iuipiciom highly probf- 
Ue. All -the fteps he made towards the dironewere 
fo many treafons. He had been the principal au- 
dior in the death of his brother the duke of Cla- 
-yence. After Edward's death he cut off 231 thofe, 
who had (hewn any attachment \o that prince. He 
filled up the parliament with his creatures, caufed 
the marriage of the late king to be (et afide, and 
the children who were bom of it to be declared ilk- 
Atimate, and foon after put them all to death. 
England, jealous of its liberty in oppofition to its 
kings, and fubmiffive under t^nts, law all tbefe 
crimes committed without flirrmg. 

Lewb did not feem to take the leaft concern ia 
the death of Edward, but would make no alliance 
with the ttfurper; tho' we find in Rymer fome 
fchemes of treaties, which were never concluded. 

Lewis could not better revenge himfelf of the 
£ngUlh, than by leaving them to their ufual Acti- 
ons. Me had not the fame indifference for Italy. 
"The different ftates, whereof it is compofed, were 
ah armed againft each other. Their intereih chang- 
ed evvy mMient^ and their rage was tonfldltlv tbe 
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fame. One party in an inftant became the declared 
enemy of that, to which it was allied the day before. 
Sixtus IV» after having joined with Ferdinand kfne 
of Naples, faw the ecclefiaftical ftate ravaged by Al^ 
phonfus duke of Calabria, Ferdinand's fon. Th« 
Venetians fent Robert Malateffe to the pope's affift- 
ance at the head of 15 00 horfe. He defeated the 
duke of Calabria, and entered Rome m triumph. 
The pope grew jealous of the (ervices done him hf 
the Venetians v he found they were growing too 
powerful, and fought how to crofs their defigns. 

Lewis lent Liftenay and Monjeu, gen- 
tlemen of Burgundy, to pacifir the trou- May. 
bles of Italy, and particularly thofe 
which (uftfifted between the republick of Venice and! 
the duke of Milan. The bifhop of Lombez returned' 
fbme time after inta Spain to finifh the aiFair of 
Rouffillon. 

Lewtt, dreaded and refpe£bd on all fides, fixed 
the fate of feveral flates, whilft fhut up in the cafUe 
.of Plcflis-lcS'^Tours,, he became a prey to the fijfpi- 
clons and horrors of an approaching dieath. On one 
hand he faw death advancing towards him by flo^ 
degrees, and on the other he apprehended a thoufand 
treafons. He ordered the caftle to be fenced round 
with an iron grate fluck full of ^ikesj and caufed 
eighteen thoufand calthorpes to be difperfed in the 
fbfTes i four hundred ardhers kept guard, and forty 
were eonflantly watching under arms, and fired up- 
on thofe, who ventured to draw nigh. All wh^ 
were obliged to enter the caflle underwent a flriA 
jTearch. The daiqphin was artemately the objedt oS 
his fether'is tendernefs and fuipicion. He casfed the 
rofier des gfurrts to be compfled for his inftruftion^ 
filled with the wifefl raaxkns of government. At 
the lame time he feared left the young pvincf fiioulil 
be impatient to reign, or that the malecoatents 
ihould make an ill u& of his names he then looked 
P3 «PP» 
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•vpon his fon as bis cruelleft enemy. He iaHy 
changed his domefticks, and not caring to own his 
terrible apprehenfions, he faid.that nature took de- 
light in change. The fear of lofing his authority 
led him only to exercife it according to his capricioiu 
difpofition. He every day put out old officers to 
place new ones in their room* To employ conti- 
nually the attention of flrangers, he caufed horfes, 
dogs, and all forts of curious animals, to be brought 
out of other countries, and did not deign to look 
vpon them when they were come. He would ihew 
himfelf magnificently drefled in a balcony, and dif- 
appear in an inftant, that the fpeAators might not 
difcern the alteration in his features. Diftruft and 
appreheniion were to him continual executioners. 
Being more tormented by his fufpicions than fatis- 
fied witl^ the puhiihments he enjoined, it would 
have been too great an happinefs to have been freed 
jby death from all the horrors, which it infpired. 
At the time that he took the moft cruel precaution 
againft men, he fought to appeafe heaven by ail the 
methods fuggefted by fear 5 he recommended himfetf 
to the prayers of others, and had relicks brought 
him from every quarter. Though conftantly em- 
ployed in political affairs, he never conferred with 
the minifters of princes, but with fuperflitious or 
interefted monks. One James Rofat a cordelier, ■ 
came from Lombardy with feven or eight of his 
companions, and was received by the king with di- 
ilin^ion. The canons of Cologne came to fecure 
the revenues which his majefly had beftowed upon 
their church, in honour of the three kings, whofc 
relicks had been fet off to fuch high advantage. 
The dean of Aix-la-Chapelle brought of them to 
him ; and a merchant ibid him a little image of fU- 
yer for one hundred and fixty livres. 
. The fear of death being grown the principle of all 
the adions of I<ewisXI. he ibughtfrom every quar- 
fc ' tei 
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tcr for remedies or prayers. The flave of his pbyfi- 
cian^ and loadenwith relicks,- he fquandered away ^ 
his> fubftance among tbc church^men. He beftowed . 
confidcrable gifts upon the abbey of Sr Denis ; and 
grainted to that kA S. Germain the free fair, Mrhich 
fiibfifts at prefent. Without- dwelling upon a par- 
ticular account ef the expences which it coft his ma- 
jefty in devotions, it may fuflke to fay, that they 
daily enoreafed in proportion to his infirmities^ 

Bajazet IL emperor of the.Tur ks, hoping to pro- 
fit by the weaknefs of Lewis, fent him an embafla- - 
dor with a lift of all the relicks, that were at Con-- 
ftantinopfe, and offered them to him, upon condition 
that he would only detain Zizime in France, and 
hinder- him from going back into the eafl, Lewis 
reje£ted the propofalof Bajazet, and fcornedto vio- 
late the laws of hofpitality in the perfon of an unfor- 
tunate prince. The Turkifc embaflador after wait- 
ing a long time in Rovence, returned back without 
being able to obtain an audience. 

Lewis was very averfe to treat with infidels; He 
waited with impatience for the arrival of Matortillev. 
who was better knowA by the name of Eraneas de^: 
P^ule. 

Francis, a native of Paiile,,atown in Calabria^ 
devoted himfelf to God from his infancy .^ Born 
with a pure heart and -an upright mind, he deipifttd 
all human fciences, arid employed himfelf wholly in 
that, tof heaven. Notwithftanding his retirement 
the fame of his holy life ^^s fooBjfproad over Italy, 
and Friinee. Lewis defired ardently, to fee him, 
hoping :by his prayers to obtain the recovery of his 
health* He bdbught the pope and the king of Na-* 
pJes t(h fend, this holy man intb France, and burlt a. 
houfe.fonhtm in his park.. He was continually 
fending eauriers to haften the arrival of the holy^ mani 
f6r fovhe is'Tuuned in theiacooudts of tha kiD^» 
liouihoU,^:.* .: ; . / ^ . . • 

i ' E +, As 
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As loon as he got fight of htm, he ran to meet 
him, and throwing himfelf at his feet, befoughtbini 
to prolong his life. Francis raifed bim up, and in in 
bumbk manner reprefented to him, that our dan 
are in the hands of God, hut at the feme time ne 
endeavoured to comfort him,* and prepare him for 
death. Lewis had frequent difcourfes with him, 
and appeared afterwards more compofed. Humble 
and fincere devotion, and foltd piety, were then feen 
to be refpeded at court. 

At a time when the fear of death feemed to hav& 
given a wrong turn to the mind of Lewis XI. it 
was always found and prefent in bufinefs* Upon 
receiving complaints that Palamedes Foufbin abufed 
hfs authority in Provence, he fufpended him from 
the execution of his office, and ordered Baudricourt 
toenquire into his condud. Baudricourt difeharged 
his commiffion with equal integrity and judgment. 
He made a moft exaft enquiry, and upon his inform- 
ing the king, that Fourbin had feithfuUy done his 
duty, and that the complaints againft him were no 
other than the eSt& of the jealoufy and malice, 
which are raifed by great employments, and are 
the highefl commendation of thofe who fill them, 
Fourbin was reftored to his office with greater au- 
thority than before. 

Lewis conflantly txercifcd in governing, removed 
Doriole from the chancellorfhip, to give it to Wil- 
liam de Rochefbrt, who had paflfed from the fervice 
of Burgundy into that of Prance. 

Doriole was mayor of Rochelle, and feveral times 
deputed by the city to Charles VIL He applied 
himfelf to the court, and was fiicceffively mafter of 
accounts, general oif the finances, and embaHador. 
He diicharged fo well the feveral commiffions wliich 
were given him, that the king honoured him with 
the dignity of chancelbr. He was . perfedly^ well 
ucqiuunted with the laws of the kingdom and the 
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lights of the crown. No body was more laborious^, 
but his great age did not allow him to a£t with the- 
(ame diligence* Lewis thought, that the bigheft 
places ought to be the reward of a£lual fervicos ^ 
and though he was well fetisfied with what Doriole 
had done, he took his poft from him, and gave him 
that of premier-preiident of thechamber of accounts^ 
as being attended with leis fetigue* 

The lord of Beaujeu and the princefi Anne his 
wife were ordered to attend upoa Margaret of Au- 
ftria. Anne claimed a right of delirering the prlfo« 
- ners upon making her firft entry into Paris ^ but the 
parliament oppofed it» and faid, that this privilege 
belonged only to the king, the queen, and the dau- 
phin, and not to the other children of France* 

The lord and lady of Beaujjeu upon their arjrival 
at Hefdin, delivered the deeds figned by the pnncc* 
and towns of the kingdom, to the deputies of Max-> 
imilian, and received thofe of the lords and towns 
of the Low-Countries, 

Margaret of Auftria was given into 
the hands of the lord and lady of Beaujeu AJay iq^ 
by Catherine de Cleves, by the lords of 
Raveftein, Vers, and Ligne, the abbot of St. Bertis, 
and the chancelbr ot Brabant. 

Raveftein being minded, before he left the prin.- 
ceis, that flie ihould exercile the rights and privi- 
leges which belonged to her as dauphineis and coua* 
tefi of Artois, wnea ibe made her entry into Be« 
thune, gave a pardon in her bighnefs^s name to 
Ogier and Bernard de I'Aouft two brother5,.firnamcd 
d'Auron^ who were in prifon at Bethune for the 
murther of feiameh. VThe judgeof the place re* 
fuied to pay any regard to thpfe letters of grace, but 
the daiuphin^iyjien hecacpe to the crown^confiondi 
them. ...*:../ 

Margaret m^de her entry iotp Paris f^ 
amidll thg a^GlaaMtions of th^. people^ f*^^- 
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The parliament went in a body to receive her be- 
yond the gates of the city ; and Beaujeu gave ktter» 
of freedom to feveral companies of tradefmen in the 
princefs*s name, by virtue of the privilege of happy 
arrival. Margaret after this proceeded to Angers. 
«y The efpoufals were celebrated with all 

''^^ 3* poffible magnificence. The principal towns 
«y of the kingdom fent deputies thither, 

/«w23. ^j^^ ^j^j^ ^jj^jj. followers were enter- 
tained at th^ king^s expeiice. The lord of Beaujeu, 
the counts of Dunois,* S, Pierre, grand fesefchal of 
Normandy, the lord.d^Albert, and Guy Pot count 
de S; ' Pol, governor of Tourainc, did all the ho- 
nours of the feaft, which was more diftinguifbed by 
its magnificence, than the publick joy ; as prayers 
were put up at the fame time for the heakh of the 
kthcc, which was paft recovery* 

I^o day pafTed without fome particular fancy. 
The pope fent a brief, by which he. permitted the 
king to be anointed a fecond time with the oil of 
the holy ampoule. Soon after Grimaldi the pope^s 
fteward arrived with abundance of relicks. The 
people of Rome had like to have rofc upon their ap- 
prehenfion of being deprived of a treafare of this 
kind. Serious rem«nftrances were made of it to 
the pope, who was obliged to excufe himfelf by 
urging the.obligations the holy fee had to the kings 
of France. 

The approaches of death ordinarily draw men off 
from the reft of the world' to bring them nearer to 
themfelves ; every thing then becomes foreign to 
them i Le^is never cea&d to reign, Qor to employ 
himfelf in the affairs of the government* His whole 
perfon feemed extin£t ; the king alone fabfifted ftill. 
In his lafl moments he refiewed the alliance witk 
the Hanfe towns. . He entered into the minutefl 
particulars of the^polic^, and fever% punifbed the 
hsiketsy who had combined to ntife the price of bread. 

On 
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Oh Monday the 25th of Auguft his majefty had 
fo fevere a fainting fit^ that he was believed to be 
dead. , ^ Bri9onnety who attended upon him, imoie-*. 
diatdy /ent word of it to- Paris. . -The report of the 
kTngV;death was f^ead into all quarters -y ev^ry bodjr 
was perfuaded of ity.and yet durfl not openly ipeak* 
of it. In the mean time the chancellor de Roche- 
fort went to the parliament to exhort them to keep* 
the people quiet, and then fet forward on his^ jour- 
ney toward the king. . , 

His majefty recovered from bis fit, . but /^un4v 
himfelf fo very low, tha,t'he judged «his end was nigh* - 
He ordered the lord of Beaujeu to wait upoit tj^ 
king At Amboife, for fo he conftantly called the 
dauphin after his late violent attack. He . fent ;hini • 
the feals by the chancellor, with part of his guards . 
hi^ hounds, and his hawks. . ' He bid all thofe thac 
came to fQ^ bim attend Mpon the kin^, and ^dvifedy 
them to be fajthful to their newsiafter. . He ufually 
adde^ fome maxim of government, whicKhe (jefir^tJI . 
theofi torep^t to tbeidauphin. . . ,. . 

After his recovery from his fainting) he had his r 
fenfe§ pgrfeft, and fpolre to the laft;mpmpnLi This 
calmnefs made thofe about him imagine^ xhat h& 
might flatter :hinif^]f ^onc^ning^js,Qandft;oD. , Roll 
hi^ co^nfeflpr thouglbt it Jris .duty, to.uniiec^iye .I>im» 
and let bim. know that he ought now .to. think. pf: 
nothing elfe but jiis fatva^pn. 

ThedjiBcQl^y vt^as how to declare it. to hipt. His 
iqajefty had. often faid, that when they faw him ab* 
iblut^ly in danger, they fhpuld be careful nbjL tp pro*., 
nounce the cruel wprd death, only make him under-, 
ftand it by faying, Jkilk little. They were nothowr- 
ever at .this tiTne /p careful in this refpe£L Olivier. 
le.I>aii|'Vtooki ^e:P$(;e upon bimfelf, and faid to ■ 
bim in tbe jprefi^Qt^ pf Frapcis de Paule^pd' tbe firfl^ 
phyflcian Coitti^i;; Slrf^ it beeomisjus to difcharg/our> 
duty tmwards you^ place no mon mfidcnd in thts hcfy 

many. 
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mmij mr m anjthb^ ilfe\ ftr certahdy aU is vuirwitb 
fHv, andthmfmri imnk tf ymr ctnfdence^ fir then is 
m remtdf bfi. The king, without (eeming terrified, 
barely anrwered, I hope that God wiBi^ mtyfirit 
may ielmnmtfiSI^ asyottimagme. MethenbegaA 
to think more icrioufly than ever of his laft orders. 
Conftanthr dweffing upon the dauphin and the fhte, 
he advifed that Des Qierdcs ftould continue at leaft 
fix months with the young king; that they (hould 
no longer think of Calais or any other enterprize that 
might rekindk the war in the kingdom, which flood 
in need of five or fix years of peace. Headded, that 
what wooU hare been very advantageous, in cafe he 
had lived, would become very dangerous after his 
death ; that for this reafon they fhodd not difturb 
the duke of Britany. He then fpoke of the count of 
S. Pol and the duke of Nemours, whom he had put 
to death ; and dcchred that he repented only for one 
of them ; this ^tis find was the duke of Nemours, 
though in this cafe Lewis coidd have no occafion for 
icruple, unlefs concerning the form. Nemours was 
very guilty ; but he was judged by commiffioners, 
and thpfe, who had not joined in the fenteoce of 
dbath, wefedtfgraced. 

Afrer the king had given his lafl direfiions, he 
required and received the iacramtnts wid^ rdigna- 
tibn and Tefolution,- making- the *refponfes to every 
prayer. He gave ord^rsabout his funeral, and named 
thofe who 'ihould attend his body ; in his hA mo- 
inents he ceafed not to repeat, ^r lady efEminm^ 
my g$od mi/tre/sy offiji mt, Mtftrktrims dunim m 
xtemum cantabo. He &id, that through the devo- 
tion he had paid to the Virgin he hcqped he (hould 
not die till faturday ; a circuraftance which was ta- 
ken notice of, becauie it was confirmed by the event. 
In fhort, Lewis XI. died on faturday the 3Cth 6[ 
Augufl about feven o'clock in thecvtaiog, aade^ht 
days after was interred at Clery. 

The 
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The fame of the death of eminent princes is gene- 
rally fpread abroad before it happens ; and when tis 
certain, mankind fcarce dare to give credit to it ; 
they queftion it a while, are fearful of falKng under 
fufpicion by manifefting the impreffion it makes upon 
them, and wait in filence for the judgment of the 
publick. This was precifely the cafe vfpon the firft 
news of the death of Lewis -, but when it was con- 
firmed, the confternation became general; thejr 
knew not as yet whether to hment or rejoice, to 
hope or fear 5 thofe who thought themfelves deli- 
vered from anabfolute and terrible matter, could not 
difown but they had alfo loft a defender. 

Such was the end of LewisXI. a prince, who wil) 
always be famous in our hiftory, beloved by the peo- 
ple, hated by the great men, formidable to his ene- 
mies, and refpeded by all Europe. 

Lewis created two parliaments^ that of Bourdeaux 
in 1462. and that of Dijon on the i8th of March 
i4,^. He ordered by his will that the lord and ladf 
of Bsaujeu fliould have the guardianlhip of Charles. 
VIIL They fo defervedly anfwered the confidence 
placed in them by the king, that the fiaies of the 
kingdom aflembled at Tours in 1484, made thent 
their acknowledgments, confirmed^ the guard ianfbip 
to them, andnotwithftinding'tbecaba^of theduk^- 
of Orleans, gave them the principal authority in the 
government. At this time the ftartes proceeded nei- 
ther out of fear nor weaknefs ; it was fo little out of 
regard to the memory of Lewis, that they propofed 
to rdfore every thing befides to the fame ibte they 
were irt under Charles- VIL • As* Lewis XI. had ne- 
ver placed any confidence in the ^ueen, he never 
ft^ered her to interfere in matters ofbufinefe, and. 
only faw her to have children by hei"; He Ordered 
upon bis death-bed that (he (hould remain like an 
exiled woman in the caftle of Loches* 'Tjs pro-* 
b(tble> thclady of Beaiyev would have found it dif- 
ficult 
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ficult how to baveadedtbetweeiir the refpedl (he 
owed to her mother, and the obedience fheowed ta 
tiTe king bepiather ; : but the qqeen died within a few 
Months after the king; worthy the lamentations o{ 
the courts if virtue was lafOiented there. 

All I'have now left b to relate certain particulars 
of the private life of Z^wis XI.' which the order and 
connexion^offafls would not allaw me to infertia 
the body of his hiftory. 

This prince is the firft of our kings wha intro- 
duced, oratleaftcarried very far, thecuftom of eat- 
ing in publick with his fubje<5b; one of hi&greatefi: 
expences was that of his table. Hisiavourites were 
ufually dreiibd like himfelf, and habitually admitted 
to his table and his bed. This laft ufage was long 
kept up in France, even among our kings. The 
beft reception a man could give to hisgueft, was to 
give him a part of his bed. 

: Lewis XI. ever greedy after inftruSipn, invited 
Ae foreigners to his table, from whom he hoped, to 
gain any ufe&l knowledge ; he even admitted tradef- 
men thither^ who could give him any iniight into 
commerce. He chofe the freedom of ^ meal to en- 
gage them to fpeak with the greater confidence. A 
tradefman^ whofe name was Maitre- Jean, mifledby 
the king's civilities towards him, who often made 
bim fit down to table with him, thought proper to 
defire his majefty to make bim a gentleman^ The 
king accordingly granted him his requeft ; but whea 
this new gentleman .appeared ne^tat court, his ma- 
jefty deflgnedly .took no iiot ice of him. Maitre- Jeaa 
fiirprized not to find himfclf received iii the fame 
manner as before, complained of it. Go^ go^ Mr. 
gentJeman^ fa)fs.the king to Kim, when I make you fit 
dqwn with me at wy table^ I cinfider.td y^.-^s tie firjl 
perfon 9f your rank j but af now ym are the laft^ IJhould 
eb an imury to others j if J Jbewed you the fqme favour. 
Lewi$iXL wa9 minded: tap^iyAAhfiuottrablie regard 
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to all thofe, who were diftinguiflied in their ftation ; 
and would have them learn not to be afiiamed of iXy 
when themfelves were an honour to it. 

ffe would fometimes go from houfe to hbufe to 
dine and fup with the citizens* He enquired into^^ 
rfieir affairs, interpofed in their marriages, and 
would be godfather to their children. He would 
become a member in the fraternities of the very me- 
chanicks, and would fay to thofe who reproached 
him with not paying a fufficient regard tahisdinity, 
thai when pride leads the waj^ Jhame and^ lofs follow^^ 
clofe behind. He was much deKghted with a repar- 
tee. Ome day he went into the kitchen^ and asked 
ft lad that was turning thefpit, who he was. The.. 
boy, who did not know the king, told him his name- 
was Berruyer, that his poft was not a very high one,^ 
and yet he got as much as the king. TVelly and what 
does the king get, cried Lewis. His expenceSy anfwerei 
the. child, which he has from God, as I have mine from 
the king. Lewis took Berruyer out of the kitchen^ 
and gave him a place in the chamber, where he 
aifterwards gained a large fortune. 

Lewis did not take it amife, that others fliould 
joke with him. Breze faid to him one day, equi- 
vocating according to the tafte of thofe times, that 
his horfe was the Jirmgejh in the worlds ai it carried 
the king arid his council, 

Lewis one day meeting the bifhop of Chartrcs^ 
upon a horfe richly caparifoned, faid to him^ 
hifiops formerly did not go in that manner. No, fir^ 
replied the bilhop, not when kings were Jhepherds. 
This reply pleafed the king. 

Philip deCrevccoeur brd of Querdcs made a ftiB 
bolder reply. He had paffed from the fervice of 
Burgundy into that of France. A$ be had re^ 
ccived cohfiderable (ums for the execution of feveral 
cnterprnces, the king required him to givel an account 
*bow lus ^ laid ^out the money. Des Querde/fet 
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down feveral articles, fo that the difburrement ex- 
ceeded the receipt* Lewis not finding the account 
cxad, would have had every article examined and 
enquired into. Des Querdes vexed at fo particular 
an enquiry, Sirt^ fays he, I have pur chafed unth tbU 
pumy thi teums of Aire^ Arras j St. Ornery Bethune^ 
JBergue^ Dunkirk^ Gravelinesj andagjreat maf»^ ethers \ ' 
if your majefly mUbepleafed to give me them Saefj I 
will return to you aU the money I have recnued, The 
king finding that Des Querdes had thought fit m 
ibme meafure to be his own pay-mafter for the tex- 
vices he had done, madeanfwer, By Ae pajfever Godj 
marJhaU ^tis better to have things as they are. He loved 
toexplain bimfelf in a concife manner. Edward king 
of England having taken into cuftody hb brother 
the duke of Clarence^ who was charged with hold- 
ing intelligence with the duchefs dowager of Bur- 
gundy, fent to advife with Lewis XL howhefhourd 
froceed. Lewis anfwered him with this verfe of 
lucan, 
7i/fr morasy femper nocuit differre paratum* 
Whereupon Edward immediately put his brother i(^ 
d^th. 

The more Lewis XI. efteemed men of couragu*, 
the more apprehenfive he was of fofing them. Ralph 
de Lannoy having mounted the breach through fire 
and fword at the fiege of Quefnoy, the king who 
liad been witneft of his bravery, threw a chain of 
gold round his neck worth five hundred crowns^ 
&ying to him. By the paffover Gody my friend^ you 
are too furious in thefighty we mujt chain you \ for as 
I defire to make ufe of you more than onccy I am not 
willing to lofe you. The defcendants of Lannoy have 
long bore a chain around their arms, in memory of 
tbisadion. 

As Lewis XI. efteemed men of bravery, he could 
not bear to fee them in the ieaft negligent of thefr 
dttiy* One day reviewing the gentlemen of his 

hQttihpld> 
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houfhold, and finding none of them in a military 
equipage, he caufed a number of efcritoires to be 
dijftributed anongft them, flying, that as they were 
not in a condition to lerve him with their armSy 
tfaqr fhould ferve him with their pens. 

Lewis was a lover and prote£tor of learning; be 
^ould have even applied himfelf to ftudy by choice, 
if the di(charge of his duty would have allowed him 
any kifiire time. He knew that talents, fciences, 
letters and arts, are clofely united ; that tKey con* 
flitute the glory of a nation ; and that in a mighty 
ftate this glory is a real advantage, though the uie- 
fulnefs of it may be hidden from the vulgar eye. 
He compared an ignorant man who has a library^ 
to a man who fees not the load he has on his back. 

Lewis had always fome Aftrologers in his pay. 
His tafte for that ridiculous madncfs was rather the 
error of his age than of himfelf. The narrower the 
mind is, the more objeSs it thinks it can compre- 
hend. 'Tis only by being enlightened, that it can 
arrive at the extent of ies faculties, and karn how 
far the certainty of its knowledge can reach. 

'Tis faid, that m aftrologer having foretoU the 
death of a woman whom Lewb loved, and chance 
having confirmed the predidion, the kbg fent for 
him, and iaid to him, /2rr/, ytu who can foretell all 
things to comiy tell m/, when Jhall you die. The af* 
trotoger either informed, or fufpeding, that the 
king laid a trap for him, made anfwer, / Jhall dit 
three days hrfore your majefty. The king's fear and 
(uperftftion got the better of bis refentment, and he 
took a particular care of the artful impoftor. 

It was a maxim with Leyris to (hun diftant wars, 
as being always fatal to France. He preferred a fet- 
tied power to an extenfive domink>n. The Genoefe 
bad feveral times fued for the prote£tion of France, 
and bad obtained it \ but dieir gratitude never lafted 

longer 
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longer, than their necei&ties^ After having feveraK 
times taken and broken the. fame oaths, they o£Fered' 
to- give themfelves up to Lewis, and acknowledge^ 
hint for their ftvereign. . thu pve yonrfihes ta me^ 
fays he to them, and fir my part, 1' give pu> t9 the 

I>ivil: 

Tis fiid of this prince, that findioga poor Prieft 
afleep^tn a church, he made him a canon s that there 
might be one, of whom it could be faidyifaat good^ 
oamt to him white he flept. 

Lewis did feveral ads of charity, upon better and 
snore ferious objeds than this. A poor womaiu 
threw herfelfat'hisfeetj complainit^g that thiey would, 
not bury her hufband in holy ground, becaufe he 
died infotvent; 7 be king told her^ he l^d not 
made the laws, but he payed the debts,, and ordered 
the body to be buried. . 

As he wasat prayers in a. church,, a^ poor clergy- 
man came and tord him, that after having already 
languifhed in prifori for a debt of fifteen hundred li* 
Vres, he was agiiin going to be arretted for: the fame 
fum, which he was abfolutely uhabfe to pay. The 
king paid it infiantJy, and faid tr him ^ you came in 
a good time; his fit that IJho V have compajpon upon 
the Tnifirable\ as Iwa^ dejiring ^od to have pity upon 
me. Such actions as tbeie as much defeive a place in 
hiftory, as the relation of a battle. 

I muflr not forget an extravagant circumftance, 
which {hews how much men engaged in hufinefs of 
the greateft confequencey. may fail into paffions for 
trifles. Lewis kept in . prifon, I know not for what 
eaufe, Wolfand dePoulhain, a perfon greatly attach- 
ed- to the duchefs of Auftria,' andrefufed to fet him 
at liberty, unlefs the lord of BolTu would give him 
certain. dogs, which were fuppofed ^t^-bte; very good 
ones. Boflu would not part with his dogs ; and the 
fcing^ who had. '.been fond of .field fport^, and per- 
l)a/>s imagined they would ftill be agreeable tb him,. 
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ws he fiudied all methods, which might draw him 
out of his bnguifhing condition, and as I may fay^ 
take him from himfelf, (for this happened towards 
the dofe of his life,} was no lefs pofitive, and faid he 
would not releafe the prifbncr. One would have 
imagined, that the difpute had been about a matter 
Cf the utmoft importance.. At laft however Boflii 
coiifented to give up his dogs, to procure Poulbain. 
his liberty. But the king difpleafed, tliat they 
Ihewed him at firft To little complaifance, refufed to 
accept of them, and would not let Ppulhain be- 
refeafed, fo that he was kept a prifoner till the year 
following. 

After having faithfully related the hiftory of 
Lewis XI. it might fecm ufelefs to draw bis cha- 
rader, as it cannot but be known from his adions^ 
We have farther feen feveral particulars of his pri^ 
vatelife; fo thatthereader isadually ina condition 
to pafs judgment upon him.. I c?m not however ex- 
cufe myfelf from examining the notion that is com- 
monly formed of him ; and at the fame time Ifhall 
attempt to give that, which feems to me to follow 
from the fafts above recited, without any regard to 
the received opinions, which ought never to prefcribc 
againft the truth. 

I^ewis XI. is generally looked upon as a great 
politician, and as very infincere ; qualities which 
are often confounded, tho*" very different. He is. 
reprefented as a cruel prince, a bad fon, a bad fe- 
ther, tyrannical towards his (ubjeSs, and treadle- 
irous to his enemies. Others who caft the fame re- 
proaches upon him, think to find an excufe*for him 
by making a differenqe between the qualities of a. 
prince, and thofe of a private perfon j as if the prin- 
ciples of morality were not the fame with alt man^ 
kind. I (hall now difcufii thefe different points. 

I fhall not be afraid to fay, that Lewis XL was 
not always fo great a politician as is fuppofed. If by 
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politician we mean a man who does nothing, without 
dcfign, Lewis was a great politician ', but if by this 
term we mean a man, who doing every thing with 
defign takes alio the jafleft meafures, we have many 
exceptions, to make to his condud. 

The changes he made in the miniftry upon his 
coming to the crown, by turning out the old offi- 
cers of his father, brought on the war for the pub- 
lick good. He fufiered himfelf to be impofed on by 
pope Pius n. tn the abolition of the rragmatick 
Sandion. He took a great many imprudent fleps. 

The adventure of P^ronne cannot be excufed*. He 
wanted to match the dauphin with Mary of Bur^- 
gundy, and neglefied the marriage with Anne of 
Sricany. He foiled in feverai enterpriases,. and fome 
important negotiations ; policy is never juftified but 
by the fucce6 ; ^tis in general the art of bringing 
on events; and thus, though we muft place this 
prince in the clafs of politicians, we may fay that 
he was left able in preventing a foult,^ than in re?* 
pairing it. 

It would be difficult to- excule him always from 
the charge of inflncerity. We have feen him make 
oppofite treaties at the fame time^ in order to pro^ 
vide himfelf with remedies to elude thofe which 
were contrary to his interefb. 'Tis true indeed, 
that his enemies a£led in the fame manner ; but 
their being equally guilty will not juftify him. The 
princes of that age ftudied only how to iffl^feiq)on 
«ach other ; the attempts of thofe, who did not 
fiiccecd, are buried in oblivion ; whereas the fuc- 
cefles of Lewis XL made him. be looked on as the 
moft artful, though frequently he was only the 
rnoft able. If lefs complaint has been, made againft 
the others, it is only that as they had. otherwifi 
no great talentSj^ a left attention, was given to their 
vices. 

The 
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The behaviour of Lewis XL towards his father 
was extremely farfty^ without being of any advan* 
tage to faimfeE llie heir of the crown was a wan- 
derer and a fugitive, at a time when he ought to 
liave Terved His father againft their common enemy, 
and fecured a throne^ which was one day to be hit 
•own. 

But if Lewis was an ungrateful fon^ I do not fee, 
that we can juftiy charge him with having been a 
bad father. He was fo concerned at the death of hii 
ddeft fon Joachim, that he made a vow never to 
converfe with any other woman but the queen, and 
it is faid, that he kept his vow. He had fix chil- 
idren by Charlotte of Savoy, whereof three Joachim, 
Louifa, and Francis, dyed before him ^ Charles, 
Anne, and Jane furvived him. Wehavefeenwhat 
care he took of his natural daughters. The mix- 
Tiages of his two legitimate daughters do equally 
ibew a good father, and a wife prince. 

Lewis forefeeing that he Ihould die before the ma<» 
jority of his fon, was careful to take fuck meafures, 
as might render his mmerity free from troubles. 
He married the princels Jane to the duke of Orleans 
the firft prince of the blood, who by her vixtues 
might oppofe herfelf againft the attempts of her huf- 
band. In Ibort, the revolt of this prince would 
have been more dangerous than it was, if it had 
been feconded by an ambitious princels. It can- 
not but be owned, that though Lewis XII. was a 
•good king, he kad not been a £iithful fubjed. 
There was therefore as much jufUce, as greatnefs of 
foul, in that beautiful expreffion he afterwards u(ed ; 
a king lofFrana Atms not revenge the injuries of the duke 
of Orleans^ I^wis finding in his eldefl daughter a 
jnafculine inind and fit for government, married 
Jier to Peter de Bourbon, lord of Beaujeu, and 
^committed die guardianfliip of Charles VIIL to 
4hem both} a difpoiitioa the more difcreet> as the 
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lord of Beaugeu* was too remote*from tbe crown to 
lay claim to it ; but was interened by his birth to 
fupport it, as he eould gain nothing, and might lofe 
«vef7 thing by the death of Charles VIII. 

liewls XL always exprefled great tenderpefs for 
the dauphin. He bad him brought up at Amboi/e, 
and for fear that too great an affluence of people 
ihould fpoil the purity of the air, he forbad the 
holding of either fair or market there. I Will not 
deny but the fufpicious difpofition of I^ewis might 
have a great (hare in the precaution he took to bin* 
der frequent approach to the dauphin, but he was 
no lefs careful of his prefervation, and was fenfible 
that the tranquillity of the ftgte depended upon it. 
The popular report that Charles was a f fuppofitious 
child even proves how~fearful Lewis was to lofe him. 
However, the dauphin's education was too much 
negleAed. His highneis's ill ftate of health did not 
allow him to be fatigued wi^h fhidies, which are ra- 
ther confecrated by cuflom, than by any fixed ufe* 
fulnefs; and yet though princes are rather formed 
to patronife letters than, apply to them, they ihould 
notwithftanding have fome degree of learning, that 
they may be able to patronife them with judgment. 
Lewis XI. perhaps was fearful le^ by enlarging the 
underilanding of hijs fon he fhoHld make him lefs 
tra£teblc. . It was not till towards the dofe of bis 

life, 

* The branch of Bourbon was younger than that of 
Orleans, Angoulefme, Anjou, Burgundy^ and Alen^on. 

f Somefaidy that Charles VI II. was the king's fon, 
but not by the qneen. Thofe who have^ mendoned this 
pretended fuppoiition of Chai-les VIII. '/uch as Haillan 
and. Mathieu, agree that it was no more than a popular 
tradition. 'Tis alfo mentioned in a manufcript of the 
Coiflinian library, no. 2199 intituled, Remayaues ist far- 
ficularites iPhiftoire, The author fays, that he took hb 
account from the trial conoenung the dtoth o( Peter Lan- 
dsus, which is a|pLong the ^^n o^ ^^^u&il^ of Bourboo. 
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tlife, that Jie had iiim taught certain maxims proper 
for governnicnt* 

Lewis XI; is charged with having been vexattcus 
to his fubjedls. This article deferves to be examined. 
It muft be owned,' that he Isad more * taxes upon 
them than his predeceflbrs. The^queftion then is 
how thejr were employed. His majefty was always 
ver^ averfe to pomp ; his ©economy was fometimes 
too fingular not to be f affeikcd. His greateft cx- 
pence was in hunting, of which he was fond to a 
great degrec' of jealoufy. His feverity in this parti- 
cular did not a little contribute to alienate from him 
the minds of the gentry, and occafioned thefpeecb, 
which was then made, that it was more dangerous to 
kill a ftag, than a man. 

His other pleafures cannot hzvt coft him much. 
After he came to the throne, he had no miftrefs 
whom he owned. And though it were true, as fome 
pretended,- that he had women fometimes brought 
to hihi, Aich as Huguette de Jacquelin, laPafiefilon, 
Jane Baillette, Perette de Chdlons and others ; ac- 
• cidental tranfgref&ons of this kind in a prince are lefs 
dangerous to a ftate, than if he fufFered himfelf to 
be enflaved by a miftrefs. Lewis was never governed 
» by ihe women s and thus th«y wore never the obje£l 
of his expences ; but he fpent prodigious fums in de- 
votions, at a time when his houlhold was ill paid, 
and the country was defolate through the exadiohs 
of the colledlors of the taxes. He became profufe 
upon very trifling occafions, without <;onfidering 
that princes cannot give bu** at the people's expence. 
He proportioned bis prefents lefs to the fervices that 
were done him, thatl to the pafQontbat then pre- 
vailed 

* The taxes under Charles VIII. amounted to eigh- 
teen hundred thoufand livres; Lewis XI. carried them 
to three millions feven hundred thoufand livres. 

f In the accounts of his houihold we find an artide of 
15 fols for two new fleeves. 
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▼ailed with him ; though to excite enralationy the 
gifts of princes Ihould prevent a demand, fomctimes 
even go b^re an expeOatioOy and always exceed the 
merit. 

The principal objcA of Lewis Xlth's expencet 
was die ftate, whereof the charge were confiderably 
augmented. His majefty kept up neoefiary armies, 
fortified or rebuilt towns, fettled mamiiiidures, made 
rivers navigable^ buik ^ifices, and gained his ene- 
mies by money, to fpare the bkod of his fubjefis. 
There were but two battles fought in his reign, that 
of Montlhery, and that of Guin^te. And yet he 
gained more conquefts by his policy, than other kings 
do by arms. He enbrg^ the kingdom by adding 
to it the county of Rouffillon, the two Bui^gundies, 
Artois, Picardie, Provence, Anjou, and Maine. 
He reduced the boufe of Armagnac, divided that of 
Foix, humbled the great men, reftrained their out« 
rages, and concluded with making a glorious peace; 
leaving at his death an army of 60,000 men in good 
condition, a train of artillery compleat, and all the 
ilronig places fortified, and furniihed with provifiom. 
In this portrait of the life of Lewis XL we fee 
nothing to deferve the fatires that were cafi upon 
him. Whence then could they arife i The reafon 
feems to be this. 

Lewis, to reftore order, government, and jufBce 
in the kingdom, was obliged to make the great men 
return to their duty. 'Tis true, that in oppofing 
the ufurpations and tyranny of private perfons, he 
carried the royal authority very far. There paiTedi 
as we may fay, a revolution in the government. 
His majefty feemed to pave himfelf a way to arbi- 
trary power ; which made it be fald, by an expref- 
fion which though popular was no left iuft, that 
Ltwis hadmadi kings to be their own men ; the people, 
however, at leaft, were no longer flaves to the great 
mca^ and the latter fpread the libels againft his ma- 

ieftf. 
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jefty. The duke of Alenfon, notwithftanding all 
his crimes, found an apologift, Who contrived no 
other way of juftifying him, than by breaking out 
into inve£tive8 againft Lewis XL Thomas Bazin, 
whom Lewis had drawn from obifcurity, arid ad- 
vanced to the biihoprickof Lifteux, and loaded with 
benefits, betrayed the confidence of his majefty, en- 
tered into ail. the cabals againft him, and at laft 
Saitted tl\e kingdom (o join with tbe^nemies of die 
atoi He wrote a Ihort hiftory, wherein he vifibljr 
(iifplays the hatred^ which ungrateful men conftantljji 
take up^ againft their benefa^ors. 

The eScSb of paiEon are no leis difcernible in 
Amelgardus ear^on of Liege. 

Claude SeifTel, bifbop of Marfeiiles, wrote the 
apology of Lewis XIL with no other vifcw than to 
flatter the hatred, which that prince bore to Lewir 
XL This'picceis no more than a fatire filled witH- 
malicious interpretations and falfe allejgations. Self* 
fdfays himfel^ that the judgment of the * publick 
was different from his own. We fee at leaft that 
the peoplethought tbemfelves bappy^ in living under 
his reigOj whilft the^great men treated him as a ty« 
rant for not fufFering them to be fo. 

It' is extraordinary that thoie^ who have fince' 
wrote or given judgment concerning Lewis XL 
have rather followed the authors abovevmentioned^ 
than Philip de Conttnines, whom yet they acknow- 
ledge to be the beft informed and moft judicious 
writer of them all. I would not, however, abfo- 
lutcly adopt the judgment of Commincs concerning 

Lewis 
* Several perfins^ fays SeifKl, waho limed in his timi^ 
/peak iniejfantlf ofbim\ and commend him to thsjkies^ Jay* 
ingt ^ th^ett he nj(/as the njuifeH^ moflponA^erfui^ mofi lihtral^ mft 
<valiant^ and moH fortunate prince ^ that ever 'was in France. ■ 
Thefe compliments are as much ovcrfbraincd, at the'fa- 
tyrs were cxtravagaat 

Vol. IL Q^ 
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Lewis XL The encomiums he gives him feem a 
little too full of the refentment he bore -towards the 
duke of Burgundy, and Charles VIIL 

The principal error mankind are apt to fall into, 
in drawing the pertrait of others, is to fuppofe that 
they have a fixed chara£ler, whereas human life is 
but a contexture of contrarieties ; the more narrowly 
we look into it, the lefs capable it is of being defi- 
ned. I have related feveral a£lions of Lewis XI. 
which do not feem to belong to the fame charader. 
I do not pretend either to reconcile them, or make 
them capable of affording confeqiiences. The at- 
tempt would even be dangerous; as this would be to 
advance a fyftem, than which nothing would be 
more contrary to hiftory, nor confequently to truth. 
I have reprefented Lewis XL as devout and fuper- 
ftitious, covetous and profufe, enterprifing and fear- 
ful, mild and fevere, fiiithfiil and perjured ; fuch in 
Ihort as I found him upon different occafions. 

There are notwithflanding certain prevailing dif- 
pofitions, which fix a chara6ter. That of Lewis XL 
was to refer all to the royal authority. Whatever 
defign he formed, whatever part he took, he never 
forgot that he was a king; even in his friendfhip^, 
he always placed a difhince betwixt hirofelf and his 
fMbje£b. It was his favourite maxim, 7%at he wh§ 
knew not how to dijfemhle^ knew not how to reign. If 
my batj he would fay, knew my fecrety I would hum 
it. Lewis might lofe the fruit of this maxim by re- 
peating it too frequently. Diffimulation is never of 
greater ufe, than when a man is not fufpefled of it. 
Lewis XI. might have drawn more advantage from 
it, if he had affefted lefs the reputation of it. John 
of Arragon advifed hisfon Ferdinand in a letter not 
to enter into a conference with Lewis; For know 
you not, fays he, that the moment you negotiate 
with him, you are conquered? His diffimulation 
fometimes degenerated into falihood, from which it 

is 
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is divided by a very thin partition ; he too often in- 
troduced into policy the artifice, which feldom fup- 
plies its place, and always debafes it. 

Lewis had a ftout heart and a fearful mind. He 
was provident, but reftlefs ; more affable than con- 
fiding ; and rather chofe to make allies than friends. 
As he feldom fhewed more refentment for injuries, 
than gratitude for (ervices, he puniihed or rewarded 
as his intereft led him. When he refolved to punifh, 
he did it with the utmoft feverity, as the example 
was to be the principal objed: of thecorredion. Thi$ 
prince's feverity towards the clofe of his life was con- 
verted into cruelty ; he grew fufpicious upon very 
flight grounds, and the perfon fufpedted immediately 
became criminal. He had iron-cages made to hold 
his prifoners, with enormous chains, which were 
called the king's cords. It is faid, that when any 
pcrfon accufed was put to the qucftion, he would 
fiand behind a fcreen to hear the interrogatories. 
Nothing but gibbets were to be feen around his caftle, 
and the places where he refided were only to be dif- 
tinguifhed by thefe frightful marks. 

Several writers fpeak of a great many executions, 
which were done in private by the provoft Triftan 
I'Hermite, whom he called his compeer. This 
cruel man was not contented with obeying his 
mafter, but executed his orders with a barbarous 
zeal. Lewis XL may well be reproached for the 
favour and familiarity, wherewith he honoured^ 
this minifter of his vengeance^ whom he (hould have 

looked 

* I think It not worth while to recite the ridicolbus 
ftbries told of Triftin, fuch as his putting a certain prior 
to death, whom he miflook for another ; or to mention 
the monftrous mixture of cruelty and fuperftition charged 
u|>on Lewis XI. who is faid to have afked leave of t^e 
virgin to put a particular perfon to death. Thefe vul^ 
ftories do not fo much as deferve a confutation. 
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looked upon only as the necefTary inftniment of his 
juftice. 

When Lewis XL is blamed for employing ^per- 
fons of low birth in his fervice rather than fuch as 
by their extraftion might feem to have a greater in- 
•tereft in the welfare of the ftate; the cenfurcrs do 
not enough confider, that a^ one of his majefly's 
principal defigns was to leflTen the power of the 
great men, it would have been inconfiftent with his 
fcheme to have depofited his authority in their hands. 
And yet he employed a great many of them, and 
feldom made ufe of obfcure perfons, but when they 
were neccflary to him, and upon occafions, where 
he might difavow them ; but one fault he did indeed 
' commit in the choice of his- agents. As he feldom 
employed the (ame perfon in feveral affairs, his mi- 
nifters wanted experience, which is fometimes pre- 
ferable to capacity. 

Lewis, who was always diffident and frequeDtly 
miftruited, was fearful in his defigns, irrefcnutein 
his projeds, unfettled in afFairs, but intrepid in dan- 
ger. Courage was natural to him, and he jcept 
himfelf cool in the midfi of perils. He coxild look 
death in the face, and feared the confequences of a 
battle, only for the ftate. When his majefly was 
obliged to march with the duke of fiurgui^dy againft 
the Liegeois, the Burgundians coujd nofbut obferve 
with indignation how much the impeti^ous courage 
of their prince was outfhoneby the calm intrepidity 
of I/ewis XL Francis IL duke of Britany was the 
only perfon, who not being able todifown the pru- 
dence of Lewis XI. took upon him to queflion his 
valour, by calling him in derifion /& coward kln(. 
'Tis thus that hatred feeks to confound the virtues of 
an enemy, with the vices whicl^ feem to ijiavfi fone 
outward refemblaAce of tliem. 

Lewis did not begin to fear death, gn^il bis health 
was (fecayjed. His V^ tteu (Avxed with a black me- 
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lancholy, which .prefented only the moft frightful 
images to bis view. His foul ^nd. body grew weak 
tqgcrbcr. 

As, to -the devotion of I^wis XI. it w^s in gene- 
ral Unccre, tho* oft made ufeof as.a oloak to qovqr his 
defigns. Devotion was the language of his age* 
Witboutbeing Calfe, it was frequently joined to very 
depraved morals. Twas more common than in our 
days, but lefs bright and lefi pure. Lewis had 
more devotion than true religion and folld piety. 
. He frequently fell into fuperflition^ *" feldom into 
hypocri fy. 

Lewis was a lover and patron of learning, and 
himfelf a fchobr. He founded the univerfities of 
Valence and fiourges. John Boucbet, author of 
the annals of Aquitaine, fays of him, that he had 
more acquired knmledgi beth m law and hift^^ than 
the kings of France ufualfy had. Gaguin fays, Callebat 
liiterasy (^ fupra quam regibus mos erat^ eruditus. 

Commines confirms tfaefe teftimonies. Lewis^ 
fays he, had a verv different education from all the 
lords that I have feen in this kingdom^ as they are onb ' 
brought up to play the fool both in drefs and difcourje^ 
without the Uaft bwuMgi efbtten. Commines far- 
ther 

* 'Tis faid that 'Lewis one day ordering a prayer to be 
faid to S. Eutropius which contained a petition for the 
health both of foul and body, he bad the pried who was 
to fay it to omit the words relating to the foul, for it 
would be enough for the faint to grant him bodily health,, 
without importuning him about fo many things. The 
like difpofition we find in a letter which his majefty wrote 
to Peter Cadouet, the prior of Notre- Dame de Salles ar 
Bourges ; Mafier Peter ^ my good friend ^ I earneftly intreaf 
you to pray for me incej/antly to God and our Lady «/* Salles, 
that they nvould be f leafed to fend me a quartan fe<ver ; for 
Ihame got an illnefsy wubich my pbyficians tell me^ Icon' 
never be cured of, till I have one i andtuhen I have %fi tt>^ 
/ will let you knew immediately, UD\31%. 
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ther gives an high encomium of his majefty^ in fay- 
ing, that hi Iffued to enquire into and under/land every 
thing ; he had words at command^ and exceeding good 
natural fenfe ; a talent far more valuable than the 
fclences, and without which they are of no ufe. 

I apprehend myfelf to have given the jufter re- 
prefentation of Lewis XI. as I have had nothing 
elfe but truth in my view. I have followed no fyf- 
tem. I have thought it no contradiction or retradion 
to commend him for one a£tion, and the next mo- 
ment blame him for another. A. perfe£t prince is a 
beautiful chimera, which may find a place in a pa- 
ncgyrick, but has never exifted in hiftory. Lewis 
Xf. was far fi'om being a prince without reproach ; 
few princes have defervcd fevercr cenfures ; but we 
may venture to fay of him, that he was equally diftin- 
guifhed by his vices and his virtues^ and that after 
all has been weighed m the balance, he was a King, 
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